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MMAANNAAGGEERR::
CCaapptt  FFeerrggaall  CCoosstteelllloo

EEDDIITTOORR::
SSggtt  WWiilllliiee  BBrraaiinnee

JJOOUURRNNAALLIISSTTSS::
TTeerrrryy  MMccLLaauugghhlliinn
WWeesslleeyy  BBoouurrkkee

CCOONNNNEECCTT::
SSggtt  DDaavviidd  NNaaggllee

PPHHOOTTOOGGRRAAPPHHEERR::
AArrmmnn  BBiillllyy  GGaalllliiggaann

SSUUBBSSCCRRIIPPTTIIOONNSS::
SSggtt  DDaavviidd  NNaaggllee

AADDVVEERRTTIISSIINNGG::
SSggtt  WWiilllliiee  BBrraaiinnee
TTeell::  0011--88004422669911  
MMoobbiillee::  008877  22007766880077

PPrriinntteedd  bbyy  
KKiillkkeennnnyy  PPeeooppllee,,
KKiillkkeennnnyy..

TThhee  ffaacctt  tthhaatt  aann  aarrttiiccllee
aappppeeaarrss  iinn  tthhiiss  mmaaggaazziinnee
ddooeess  nnoott  iinnddiiccaattee  ooffffiicciiaall
aapppprroovvaall  ooff  tthhee  vviieewwss
eexxpprreesssseedd  bbyy  tthhee  aauutthhoorr..

©©  PPuubblliisshheedd  bbyy  
OOiiCC  PPuubblliicc  RReellaattiioonnss
SSeeccttiioonn  ffoorr  tthhee  DDeeffeennccee
FFoorrcceess  aatt  DDFFHHQQ,,  PPaarrkkggaattee,,
DDuubblliinn  88,,  IIrreellaanndd..  
TTeell::  0011  88004422669911
FFaaxx::  0011  66777799001188
EE--mmaaiill::  aannccoossaannttooiirr
@@ddeeffeenncceeffoorrcceess..iiooll..iiee

FFrroonntt  ccoovveerr::
Armn Billy Galligan’s photo
shows members of the Band of
Brothers on patrol in Liberia.
(See page 16-19.)
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news update…  news update… news update…

Austrian Visit
Lt Gen Jim Sreenan presents Gen Roland Ertl (Chief of Defence Staff
Austria) with a memento during Gen Ertls’ visit to Ireland. Photo Armn
Billy Galligan.

Schoil Phadraig
Armn Billy Galligan’s photo shows pupils from 3rd Class, Schoil Phadraig,
Clane, Co Kildare who visited McKee Bks, during their school tour on June
15th. The students had a great day and were well looked after by 5 Inf Bn.

Horses for Courses
In May, students from the Equine Science faculty of Michigan State
University, visited the Army Equitation School, McKee Bks. During their
visit, they talked with riders and grooms about the running of the school,
its achievements at national and international equine events, and the care
and welfare of the horses under their charge. Photo: Armn Billy Galligan. 

Welcome!
The Minister for Foreign Affairs visited Sudan and Ethiopia in July, on board the
government’s Gulstream IV. In Addis Ababa the crew were greeted by Lt Col Kevin
Byrne (Air Corps) who is serving as a logistics advisor to the African Union force in
Darfur. Our photo shows (l-r): Flt Sgt Paul Maher, Lt Kevin Phipps, Cpl Lee Sinnott,
Lt Col Byrne and Comdt Owen McGrath.

Farewell
Boots!
Our photo shows
BQMS Michael ‘Boots’
Holligan inspecting
Defence Forces Logs
Base troops in the
Curragh, accompa-
nied by Lt Col Frank
Burns (OC DFLB).
BQMS Holligan,
retired on July 14th
after 41 years service,
was one of only three
remaining serving per-
sonnel who served in
the Congo.
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Looking Back!
Recently, 2 Inf Bn organised a history day for members of the unit. During the morning, Mr Tom Burke of the
Royal Dublin Fusiliers gave a talk on ‘the Irish Soldier in the Great War’. Later that day, Mrs Mary Kirwan gave
the participants a tour of Kilmainham Gaol. Pte Anthony Kenna’s photo shows Comdt Séan Murphy (OC Sp
Coy, 2 Inf Bn) and unit personnel presenting Mrs Kirwan with a plaque in appreciation for her tour.

Moving On!
Cpl Eamonn O’Reilly’s photo shows
a presentation to Sgt Michael
Murray on May 25th in the NCOs’
Mess, Cathal Brugha Bks. Michael
is leaving 62 Res MP Coy after years
service and transferring to 2 E Bde
RDF HQ. The members of the unit
would like to thank Michael for all
his hard work over the 17 years and
wish him well in his move.

Best Cadet
Cadet Stephen Stack, from Clonreher,
Portlaoise, Co Laois, is pictured with Lt Cdr
Martin McGrath (OiC Young Officer & Cadet
Training, Naval College) after receiving the Best
Cadet award for top results in Year 1 of his
Nautical Science Degree (BSc) in the National
Maritime College of Ireland.

Swedish
Visit
Armn Billy Galligan’s
photo shows agricultur-
al students’, from
Sweden, who
are studying Equine
Science, during their
visit to the Equitation
School, McKee
Bks recently. 

Peacekeepers Acknowledged!
On Monday May 29th, the UN’s International Day of the Peacekeeper, Minister for Defence Mr Willie O’Dea TD laid a wreath at a 
memorial in the garden of IUNVA House in honour of the 86 Irish soldiers who have died on peacekeeping duties. Lt Gen Jim
Sreenan (Chief of Staff), members of the Defence Forces and Irish UN veterans were also present.
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Over the last year you may have noticed Air Corps
photographers travelling around the country en
masse, from the Glen to Kilworth, from the Garden
of Remembrance to the CASA flying 5,000ft above

the Atlantic Ocean, pointing their lenses at anything
that moves. These were the students of the 2005/2006
Basic Photographers course, run by the Air Corps
Photographic Section. 

The Photo Section generally goes unnoticed. Even
with all the photos taken over the years of the Defence
Forces in action that have been printed in An
Cosantóir, the media, or on big PR billboards, people
tend to forget the guy behind the camera.

Despite the photographers’ low profile, when it was
announced that a course was being scheduled airmen
and privates from all over the country applied for the
handful of places.

It has been a long time since student photogra-
phers have loaded film in Baldonnel. “We had to run a
course due to numbers in the unit being so low and
because of our increasing workload due to maritime

patrols and increasing requests from units around the
country for photographers for various jobs,” explained
Cpl Damian Faulkner (Instructor, Photo Section), “We
are running a course this year and another one next
year in order to fill the vacancies and bring the unit
back up to strength.”

The course is six months long with the most recent
starting last October and finishing in April. The photo-
graphic course is not some fun way for someone to
take up a new hobby, as anyone who did the course
will vouch. Like all military courses the standards to
be attained are exacting and with evaluation tests and
progress test every couple of weeks to make sure the
students are reaching the required standards the pres-
sure is constant.

“We look for people who have a natural flair for
photography and who have an active interest in it,” Cpl
Faulkner says, “but we also want people who are will-
ing to work outside the regular day-to-day routine, to
be flexible. In addition they need to be physically fit,
because at times a photographer may have to follow a
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Armn Paddy Reilly
(103 Sqn, 1 Sp Wg) likes 
capturing in a picture some-
thing you mightn’t notice with
the naked eye.

“I wanted to do the course
because I’ve had a long interest
in photography and also like 
flying. The course has been 
brilliant. I thought I knew every-
thing about cameras and 
photography until I came here
but I’ve learned so much more
about shutter speeds, long
exposure, camera shake, etc. 
I knew nothing about the devel-
opment of photos or any of the
lab work so that was very inter-
esting. I really enjoyed the black
and white aspect, it was long
and laborious but when you saw
your picture developed for the
first time it was great.”

Pte Brian Doherty
(A Coy, 2 Inf Bn) likes taking
unusual artistic shots.

“For me photography was a
hobby. I had an interest in pho-
tography so when the course
came up I applied. I found the
course intense. When you’re
supposed to take a photograph,
develop it, hand develop it, dry
it and print it all in one day is
very time consuming, most of
your day would be gone just by
doing one photo.

I enjoyed getting around and
going on different jobs, getting
used to the aircraft which I
wouldn’t have been used to. We
had to learn how to take a photo
from the different aircraft and
what was the best way to do it.”

Top: Armn Billy Galligan’s
photo shows the students on
the Basic Air Corps
Photographers Course (l-r):
Airmen Jeff Healy, Damien
Carroll, Dermot Molloy, Paddy
Reilly and Pte Brian Doherty.

Right: F/Sgt Willie Barr (Chief
Instructor A/C Photographic
Section) and Cpl Damien
Faulkner (Instructor A/C
Photographic Section) 
demonstrate some photo-
graphic techniques to Dermot
Molloy.

Getting in focus
By Wesley Bourke



8 AN COSANTÓIR July-August 2006

unit on the ground and lug around all their camera
gear, which can weight a fair bit. We also look for peo-
ple who can take charge of a situation. For example,
as a photographer at something like the launch of the
Annual Report and you can’t be afraid to say to a
general ‘Excuse me, Sir, but I need you to move over
to this position,’ in order to get the best picture. And
importantly, because of our high level of commitment
within the Air Corps, and particularly our role with
the maritime patrols, they mustn’t be afraid of flying!” 

Nearly all the students on the last course had
some experience with photography but the instruc-

tors treated them as if they had never touched a cam-
era before.

“You have to start off with the very basics,” Flt Sgt
Willie Barr, Chief Instructor, Photo Section, told me.
“We start them off with black and white photography
and slowly but surely cover the different formats that
we use here in the unit and the machinery that we have.
The hands-on element of the course is the most impor-
tant but in order to get the best from the students we
can’t neglect the other aspects. ” 

Cpl Faulkner joined in on the same theme: “We also
give them the history of photography, to show them
how and where it all began. We want to give them an
appreciation of photography, the different rules and
how they developed, so they’ll have more then just a
grasp of the technical background. By the end of the
course we want them to literally have ‘the full picture’.
We want them to know it’s not just ‘point and shoot’.” 

On starting the last course the students expected to
be using the latest digital cameras, and were surprised
when instead they were handed old manual Hasseleblad
cameras. These are fully manual with no automation on
them at all. The Hasselblad takes a large negative, it’s
slower and bulkier to use, to use, but the image quality
is superior because of the large negative. 

“It’s all part of the learning process,” explained Cpl
Faulkner. “The Hasselblad is mounted on a tripod, so
it’s an operation even taking it out. It’s good practice
for the students because they have to plan exactly
what they are going to do, what picture they are taking,
and how.”

At an early stage the students are brought flying
and take a lot of photographs. “We get them using their
cameras at a very early stage and we also get them fly-
ing at an early stage,” said Cpl Faulkner. “We have to
let them find out for themselves if this is going to be
the job for them. There’s no point finding out at the end
of the course that you don’t like flying, or worse, pho-
tography!”

After a couple of weeks on the Hasselblad and the
Nikon F90X 35mm, the students move on to the next
step, digital photography. But if everybody these days
uses digital cameras why go all the way back to black
and white film cameras and processing in a chemical
lab?

“Black and white is a simpler process then colour,
with less steps,” Flt Sgt Barr explained. “It gets the
students used to developing and mixing chemicals. We
then bring them on to colour, then slide chemical pro-

Above:
Photo taken by Pte Brian
Doherty.

Below:
Photo taken by Armn Dermot
Molloy.

Opposite: Photo taken by
Armnn Jeff Healy; and centre:
photo taken by Armn Paddy
Reilly
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cessing and E6 processing, each progressively more
complex.”

“We don’t develop chemically here any more,” Flt
Sgt Barr continued, “but we still have it as a back-up
and all photographers should know how to do it. Yes,
we have a mini-lab and a digi-lab, but if a job needs to
be done and the mini-lab is down we can still process
the old fashioned way.

“If they are out in the field or overseas it could be
the same,” said Cpl Faulkner. “I was overseas as a
photographer and all we had was a small darkroom.
Too many modern photographers wouldn’t be able to
work in a darkroom as they are only used to the mini-
labs.” 

Like any profession the only way to be a good pho-
tographer is to practice. 

“You have to constantly work at it,” says Cpl
Faulkner. “You have to train your eye in what to look
out for.  We let the students make their own mistakes,
we show them basically what to do and we send them
off. When they make a mistake we go through what
they did wrong and guide them in the right direction.” 

To widen the students’ field of knowledge they 
visited photographic houses, were sent out on work
experience, and received lectures and talks from pro-
fessional media photographers.

“We held an open day for the last course where
Alan Betson (photographer with The Irish Times)
came in and spoke to the staff and students,” Flt Sgt
Barr told me. “He went through his work and looked at
work done by the students. We shared techniques and
experiences. It was great and straight away we saw
the results: the students started getting more creative
and experimenting. We also brought them to Fuji, to

show them how the photo industry operates and they
found that very beneficial as it gave them a great
insight to what goes on outside the Defence Forces.
They also spent time with Armn Billy Galligan the cur-
rent photographer with An Cosantóir in order to gain
some experience on the ground. During that time they
were at Javelin shoots, the Defence Forces cross-
country motorbike event, and demolition exercises with
the engineers. This was an important aspect because
these are the type of jobs they will be expected to do
quite a lot in the section.” 

“Operating on the ground with the Cosantóir pho-
tographer at real photo shoots was of great benefit,”
Cpl Faulkner continued. “After each shoot the instruc-
tors could go through the results with them and point
out the merits and faults of the shots. We could then
advise them how to take particular shots differently in
the future. For instance they might have used the
wrong vantage point to take a certain shot or they
might have used the wrong lens. It also taught them
practical lessons about properly preparing for a shoot.
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We had one student who had his camera set up prop-
erly, the correct lenses, and loads of film; he took two
shots and his batteries went dead. He’d forgotten to
bring spares. If Armn Galligan hadn’t been there to
help him out he wouldn’t have been able to do the job.
That was a good lesson everyone learned.” 

The course has proven to be a buzz for the instruc-
tors of Photo Section as well because teaching is not
something they get to do very often. “I really enjoyed
the experience,” said Flt Sgt Barr. “Most of our staff
have college qualifications but it’s not often we get to
pass on what we’ve learned. It can get a bit monoto-
nous in the section flying all the time, taking pictures
of boats and filing them, so instructing on the course
gave a lot of our guys a new lease of life.”

On passing the course the students will be on pro-
bation for two to three months and they will accompa-
ny experienced photographers on jobs. As fully-
fledged photographers they will be assigned different
jobs on a daily basis. Maritime patrols have become
the section’s main role and flights of six hours our
more will become routine, but photographers are also
assigned to look after developing military police pho-
tos, and covering the ARW, sniper courses, VIP visits,
aerial photography, ordnance survey, military archives,
career courses, large exercises, heli landing sites,
damage and crash investigation photographs, pass-
ports for units going overseas, and presentations. The
list is almost endless. In addition, the section hopes
that in the future photographers from Photo Section
will return to accompanying units overseas as they did
in the past.

If you fancy a life behind a lens and capturing the
moment watch out for next year’s photo course.■

Jeff Healy
(Fire crew) likes taking land-
scape photos.

“I always had an interest in
photography. I started off taking
photos when I was in school,
I got my own camera and start-
ed taking pics. My brother had
his own studio at home and 
I was able to get them printed
and see the end result. The best
part of the course was the aerial
part. When you join the Air
Corps you expect to be around
aircraft but there’s only a few
who get to fly or be aircrew.
We’ve been up in helis and the
Casa. We get to see parts of
Ireland and a view of Ireland
that nobody else gets to see.’

Armn Dermot
Molloy
(HQ No 1 Sp Wg), likes taking
photos of military manoeuvres.

“I was always into photography
but didn't have the facilities to
get big into it; it's an expensive
hobby. When I was in the SAR
crew I used to take a camera
with me. When the opportuni-
ties arose I took a picture. 

I enjoyed the course. The
best part was getting out flying,
I really enjoy flying. 
It was different for me. I used to
fly in helies at 50ft above the
sea in a Casa you are flying
200ft above a vessel. At times as
a winch man you would be on a
boat looking up at the Casa
doing top cover with the 
photographers taking pics.

The course was very good.
The instructors were very pro-
fessional, they know their stuff.
You covered all aspects of pho-
tography, from how they do it
outside to going on military
manoeuvres. I even go the
chance to go through a battle
inoculation with the combat
engineers.”
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All Liberia photographs in
this issue were taken by
Armn Billy Galligan.

Billeted in Camp Clara the men of 1 Sec are now
bronzed by the sun and a couple of stone lighter
due to the intense heat. However, by no stretch
of the imagination are the lads on a holiday.

Troops serving with the QRF are either on one-
hour’s notice, on patrol, or on six-hours’ notice. The
guys also perform camp duties, which consist of
twelve hours on and twelve hours off.

The patrols consist of sector patrols, which oper-
ate in and around Monrovia and can last from one
hour to a full day, and long-range patrols, which are
anything from four to ten days in duration.

It is not until you go on a patrol that you fully get
an appreciation of life in Liberia. UNMIL may have
taken the arms off the streets but when leaving
camp the Irish troops of the QRF are prepared for
anything. I travelled with 1 Sec on a sector patrol
into Du Alla market accompanied by two Mowags,
an AML 90 and an AML 20. 

Liberia is a country coming to terms with 14 years
of civil war. It is a country abundant in natural
resources, including diamonds, timber and rubber,
but the physical scars of the conflict are evident
everywhere you go and the people are struggling
desperately to rebuild their shattered country. 

Passing through a Ghanaian checkpoint the lads’
salute is returned by the Ghanaian peacekeepers’
friendly ‘on the ball’ sign, which originated between
both countries while serving together in Lebanon.

From the back of the Mowag Monrovia seems
very alien to us. There is no electricity, no sewage

system and no running water. The current water sys-
tem consists of a network of boys and men carrying
containers of water on their backs from fresh water
points to all areas over the city. For many this is their
only way of generating income.

The roads are dilapidated, muddy and potholed.
Bullet-ridden, derelict factories and buildings have
become home to thousands of displaced people.
Poverty is everywhere. Street merchants sell anything
they can get their hands on and bashed up yellow
taxis carry more then twice their designed capacity,
while there is no limit to how many a bus can hold.

As we pass by some people wave, most go about
their business, while others turn their backs in disap-
proval of the UN.

Dismounting, the men of 1 Sec conduct a foot
patrol. The blue helmets are so common that nobody
pays any attention. The UN relies on local informa-
tion: section commanders are given guideline 
questions to ask the local population. The information
is gathered and given to the platoon commander who
then makes out the patrol report.

“You ask them is there any crime here? How are
they getting on? What do they think of president
Johnson and the new electricity scheme?” explained
Cpl Sheridan. “A lot of the locals are friendly enough
and they will talk to you. Others can be very stand-off-
ish so you have to be careful how you approach peo-
ple and how you talk to them.”

As the patrol continued through the streets of
Monrovia a call came over the radio putting the patrol

A Long Way
to Sinoe

By Wesley Bourke
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on stand-by as there was a riot in progress outside
the Chinese embassy.

At present the  Disarmament, Demobilisation,
Rehabilitation and Reintegration (DDRR) pro-
gramme has worked and the arms are all but gone
from the streets. The next job for the UN is to try and
help to rebuild the economy. Liberia has more natu-
ral resources then Ireland but many of these are not
yet back in the hands of the government. 

Smuggling is a major issue and the government,
with UNMIL’s support, is trying to put a stop to it by
increasing the UN force’s presence in certain areas.

During mid-July A Coy was tasked with conduct-
ing a long-range patrol to the rubber plantation of
Simoe, near Greenville, a 1,200km round trip.

“UNMIL wants to show a presence at these rub-
ber plantations to discourage smuggling by ex-com-
batants,” explained Comdt Mick Curran (OC A Coy).
“We’re not putting in static positions but showing:
‘Yes, we are here; yes, we want to take it back; and
yes, we want to drive the ex-combatants out.’” 

It took three days to drive down and three to drive
back. “It’s hard going but it can be done,” Comdt
Curran went on to say. “It’s a very remote area and
the roads are not good at all. The proper rainy season
is coming in July, August and September, so those
roads will become impassable. If we go down again
during that time it will be by boat.”

Staying behind to conduct sector patrols, 1 Sec
managed to avoid the drive down to Greenville. I
accompanied the section on a one-and-a-half hour
flight in a Ukrainian Mi 8 transport helicopter from
Camp Clara to Simoe where they were reunited with
the rest of A Coy. The rest of the company had been
on the ground for four days but they looked as if they
had been away for a month: they were hot, wet and
everything and everyone was covered in the now
familiar orange dust. The vehicles were no longer

white and the UN flashes were hardly visible with all
the mud. However, all the troops were smiling and
they were only too glad to throw a ‘slag’ in the direc-
tion of the fresh, clean faces of 1 Sec.

The journey down had been hard. Torrential rain
had left the roads all but impassable and the troops
had spent sleepless nights in washed-out tents.
Every mile on the mud-filled tracks had been a tor-
turous test of wits and skill for the drivers. The rains
had turned a three-day journey into four. To make
matters worse a pipe had burst in the water truck
and over 1,000 litres of water had been lost. Drinking
water was now the priority and washing was out of
the question. The only consolation was the arrival of
1 Sec with hot pots containing a fresh meal prepared
by the cooks in Camp Clara.  

There was no time to waste as the return journey
had to be made before the skies opened again. The
members of 1 Sec mounted-up and buckled-in, except
for Pte Hayes, who was detailed to go ahead with
Recce Sec. If the first half hour of the journey was
anything to go by it was going to be a tough journey.
The air conditioning wasn’t working in the Mowag
and with the roads being so bad nobody was allowed
to stick their heads out of the hatches for air.

It’s hard to describe the inside of a Mowag with no
air conditioning. With nine men sitting shoulder-to-
shoulder and knee-to-knee it doesn’t take long for the
temperature to rise. Soon the sweat starts to flow
profusely from every pore in your body and God help
anyone if they are claustrophobic.

To add to the situation it started to rain and the
two remaining open hatches that were letting in the
fresh air had to be closed.

With hatches down we slipped in and out of slum-
ber only to be awoken by yet another bump in the
road. We had no idea where we were or how far we
had come. Our only contact with the outside world
was an occasional shout from Cpl Sheridan who was
in radio comms with the APC crew. “Hold on lads it’s
a big one!” Then the eight-wheeled APC would rev,
the nose would drop and suddenly rise up while the
whole vehicle slid to one side trying desperately to
get a grip on the muddy road. Inside all we could do
was hold on tight. The degree to which the lads are
used to this type of experience was evident in the
matter-of-fact way they took it. Once, as the vehicle
levelled off after a particularly bad lurch, I caught the
end of a conversation that had continued throughout:
“I’m telling you there’s no way Cork will get to the
final, because Kerry will hammer them.”  

The morale never once faltered and everyone
looked out for each other. The guys passed the long
journey reading books, listening to i-Pods, or chatting.
Every now and again someone would hum a tune.
Occasionally ‘Murph’ passed around his sour jelly
sweets and everyone smiled, sat back and savoured
the taste. Eventually the rains stopped and hatches
could be opened again allowing in the fresh air. 

We drove around ten hours each day, stopping
every couple of hours for the drivers to swap around
and for the lads to stretch their legs. Every time we
stopped all that could be seen on either side of the
track, and above it, was the thick dense green foliage
of the jungle. 

The jungle is an alien place to us. There are big
predators, monkeys, snakes and God knows what
else. We all peered into the thick vegetation to see if
we could spot anything. Of course the noise of a 29-
vehicle convoy ensures any animals are long gone,
and the only monkeys anyone saw were the dead
ones in the markets of Monrovia. 

There are plenty of people in the jungle too. We

Pre-patrol orders.

On the move.

Getting ready.

Below: Setting up camp.



could be miles away from any human settlement but
wherever we stopped people just seemed to appear
out of the jungle. Once when we had stopped for five
minutes to stretch our legs the recognisable ‘din-
din-din-din’ of a small engine drowned out the ever-
present noise of the birds. The next minute a man on
a small motorbike squeezed past our idling convoy.
He stopped and said “Hello, how are you today?”
Suddenly a lady carrying some bags appeared and
joined the man on the bike. Then another man
appeared and he too got on the bike. With tyres sink-
ing in the mud the three headed off down the track at
a snail’s pace as we looked at each other incredu-
lously. It was one of those ‘did-that-just-happen?’
moments. Shortly after, word filtered down that
Recce Section had found the convoy a place to stay
for the night.

The Recce Section operates about an hour ahead
of the main convoy. “We were recceing the track
ahead, making sure the route was clear and checking
how good the ground was for the transport behind
us,” Pte Hayes explained. “We also recced villages
for the company to camp in for the night. We would
ask the local chief if we can use their ground and if
he says yes we would go in and secure the area.”

The chiefs have UNMIL cards indicating they are
recognised by the UN. “There’s never a problem,”
Comdt Curran told me. “The chiefs are more then
happy to have us around. If things were ever to kick
off again, it gives them a great sense of security hav-
ing the QRF in the area.”

For most this was their first real look at rural
Liberia. In a scene reminiscent of National
Geographic the village consisted of round mud huts,
some large some small. Farm dwellings, storage huts
and family huts blended in and out of the jungle. It
was like stepping back in time.

Once our Mowag came to a halt the section went
into action. All kit out of the vehicle, tents up and
rations on. This is where you really see the lads
working as a team. If someone gets called away,
somebody else will put up his tent or get his rations
ready. They were constantly looking out for each
other and also, without thought, took Billy and myself
under their wing. ‘Macca’ would be over one minute,
asking if we needed a hand with our tents, or ‘Tiny’
making sure we had food.

In Liberia, in camp and on the ground, hygiene is
the top priority. If someone gets a bug it can spread
very quickly. “It may seem like a simple thing but you
have to make sure that everyone is washing them-
selves,” Cpl Sheridan told me. “If you’re in contact
with the locals you have to disinfect your hands
straight away as the last thing you want is to bring a
bug back to the camp. With the heat and sun, guys
will forget to take on enough water and food so you
also have to make sure they are eating and drinking
enough, even when they may tell you they don’t feel
hungry. Fair play to the lads they are good at looking
out for each other as well.”

Once a UN convoy stops in a village it doesn’t
take long for the locals to gather, some out of curios-
ity, as white men wouldn’t exactly be a daily occur-
rence, but mostly looking for food.

While rations were being prepared, a game of
soccer ensued. Liberians love soccer and soon an
audience gathered, with some even joining in. 

Irish troops serving with UNMIL will often come
across scenes that would make the hardest man weep:
scenes that make you realise just how lucky we are,
and that bring home the grim reality of life in Liberia. 

On the second night of our journey back to
Monrovia we stopped in a village. As per SOPs the
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food that was given in return for permission to stay in
the village was given to the local chief for distribution.
This procedure was introduced to ensure the food
was distributed in an organised way and to prevent
individuals fighting over it. Sentries were posted but
this didn’t deter some starving villagers from trying to
get something extra from the troops. 

Cpl Sheridan, ‘Tiny’ and ‘Murph’ chatted with the
locals and tried to explain that there was no more
food available but the villagers were desperate. In the
blink of an eye a child dashed forward and grabbed
two black bags of rubbish that had been left beside
the ration truck and dashed back into the crowd where

Once when we had
stopped for five
minutes to stretch
our legs the recog-
nisable ‘din-din-din-
din’ of a small
engine drowned out
the ever-present
noise of the birds.
The next minute a
man on a small
motorbike squeezed
past our idling 
convoy. He stopped
and said “Hello, how
are you today?”
Suddenly a lady 
carrying some bags
appeared and joined
the man on the bike.
Then another man
appeared and he 
too got on the bike.
With tyres sinking 
in the mud the 
three headed off
down the track at a
snail’s pace as we
looked at each 
other incredulously.
It was one of those
‘did-that-just-hap-
pen?’ moments.

Comdt Mick Curran 
(OC A Coy, 95 Inf Bn).



the bags literally disintegrated in the hands of the
milling villagers. They fought over scraps of leftover
bread and empty milk and juice cartons. One man
dashed away with a shirt full of broken eggshells.

As the crowd fought over the contents of the two
rubbish bags, we saw a little girl about five years of
age. She smiled at us as she held on to a bottle of
ketchup for dear life. With red sauce all over her face
and clothes she just smiled at us while around her
anarchy and chaos continued. As she headed for
home the crowd turned on her. There was no way she
would be let go with her prize. Her resistance was
futile and she was shoved to the ground by people
three or four times her size. Before anyone could
react the bottle was gone.

At this point the troops who had been stunned by
the sudden turn of events sprang into action and dis-
persed the crowd. The scene left most of them speech-
less, while others shook their heads in disbelief. 

This is just one example of how desperate these
people are. All sense of humanity is surpassed by
the instinct to survive. “You can understand the way

they are,” Cpl Sheridan said, “they’re starving. It
really opens your eyes out here.”

While the hot, weary troops of A Coy tried to
grab a few hours sleep sentries patroled the
perimeter of the laager in two-hour shifts. In the
dark of the night the unfamiliar sounds of the jungle
took over and a slight drizzle brought a welcome
coolness.

I joined three of the lads from 1 Sec on ‘stag’ at
two o’clock in the morning. All is quiet except for
snores emanating from the tents and trucks. A sharp
‘crack’ in the jungle alerts Cpl Sheridan. “I think
there’s something out there lads,” he says. ‘Tiny’ and
Rory look at each other: “It’s the jungle Sherry,
there’s always something out there!” They laugh and
the three go back to brewing a cuppa on the hexi
stove. A few minutes pass and all is well. Watching
the fireflies dancing in the air they chat about the
previous day and all they’ve seen, the drive ahead,
their hopes that the roads stay dry for a clear run
home, and who’s going on the first leave rotation. 

The sudden appearance of two dark shadows
brings the three soldiers to their feet, rifles at the
ready. They relax when they see it’s only a mother
and child. The two weary souls have walked for miles
in search of food after hearing of the presence of the
UN convoy.

The lads have nothing to offer as most of the
spare rations have been given to the local chief but
‘Tiny’ goes back to the section tents and rummages
through whatever rations he can find in the dark. The
mother has a look of confusion on her face when he
returns: she doesn’t understand what the silver
packets he hands her are. After ‘Tiny’ explains
what’s inside the packets the woman politely says
thank you, the two fade away into the night, and the
lads go back to drinking their tea. 

An encounter of a different kind happened when
Pte McNamara was on sentry during the late hours
of the night. “We were patrolling around the camp,”
he told me, “when out of the dark came a man with a
spear. He paid us no attention and walked around
the perimeter of the camp poking his spear into the
ground before disappearing back into the jungle. I’ve
no idea what it all meant.”

Encounters like these are not uncommon when on
patrol and the Irish troops all have their stories to tell. 

With Reveille sounded at half-four the camp came
alive and the convoy was soon on its way again. The
next objective, the town of Ganta, offered solid roads
and a clear run home.

As the patrol passed through village after village
we were met with waving hands and gestures of
hunger. Even though the convoy kept moving the
humanitarian nature of the troops took over. They
gathered up whatever rations they could and passed
them up to the gunners in the turrets to throw them
down to the villagers. At times this meant giving up
their own lunch or dinner, but everyone knew that a
few hours going hungry compared little to these peo-
ple’s endless suffering. 

Finally reaching Monrovia the troops were delight-
ed to be back in camp. They cleared out the vehicles,
stored away their kit and headed for the showers.

Accompanying these young menand women from
an affluent, comfortable, modern society as they car-
ried out their duties in this stricken country with
great professionalism and humanity it is satisfying
to see that the Defence Forces’ proud reputation for
compassionate peacekeeping, forged over the years
in the Congo, Lebanon and many other countries, is
in good hands with the new generation of Irish 
soldiers.■
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T
he fundamental role of the Force Commander in
any mission is to head the military compliment
and support the Secretary General in all security
matters. The Force Commander is also the chief

military observer. My job, as Deputy Force
Commander, is to support the Force Commander in
implementing his policies. I find it a very interesting
job.

I came here in February 2005 and I will be com-
pleting my one-and-a-half-year tour at the end of
August. However, I have been recommended by the
Special Representative to the Secretary General to
serve an extension for another year. My country,
Pakistan, has approved this, so I will be here till the
end of August 2007.

There are eleven military contingents operating
with UNMIL. These vary in size and the biggest are
from Bangladesh and Pakistan. The mission in
Liberia is divided into four sectors and the contin-
gents are grouped in these. 

There is a difference in the scope of the other
contingents and the Swedish/Irish QRF. The QRF
operates throughout the whole country and has also
operated in Sierra Leone, where they have worked
with the Mongolian peacekeeping contingent. The
QRF is able to project itself into every part of
Liberia, which is a unique role for any contingent in
UNMIL.

I would see it as a great honour to provide the
QRF and it is more then likely that Pakistan will take
over this role once Sweden and Ireland pull out next
year.

The current military situation is stable and we
are now in the consolidation phase. The Force is
involved in a vast range of activities, including moni-
toring the rubber plantations and mining sites. We
are also involved in protecting the National Park
and monitoring the movement of wood and rubber
throughout the country.

At community level there is interaction between
the locals and the sector contingents and also the
QRF. The sector commanders came up with the idea
of carrying out skills training, computer classes,
craft training, and farming education with local
communities. In Sector Two they have helped to
establish five farms of four to five acres each. So
there are a lot of activities going on. 

Besides this we carry out patrolling. To keep
peace and stability you need to have a presence
throughout the country.

There are many problems in the country but the
new government has established a task force and
we are supporting them in their efforts to create an
infrastructure so they can generate revenue for the
country.

At the moment there are no major threats to our
troops on the ground but problems still arise, such
as protests from ex-combatants, illegally occupied
rubber plantations (some of these by ex-combatants
also) and illegal mining. While the illegal miners,
who come from outside, from Sierra Leone and
Guinea for example, are not specifically a threat
they are irritating the security of the area. One of
the goals of the consolidation phase is to minimise
these threats.

As time passes things will get better, unless the
improvements intended by the Liberian government
are not seen by the people on the ground, and not
just in Monrovia but all over the country. However,
the people have seen civil war for the last fourteen
or fifteen years so they don’t expect miracles
overnight. 

UNMIL is definitely making a difference. We are
providing security both internally and externally. We
have currently embarked on extensive patrolling of
the border with Cote d’Ivoire, and we are closely
monitoring the Guinea border and specific crossing
places with Sierra Leone. Internally, we are provid-
ing security to the government and we are helping
to develop Liberia’s security infrastructure by train-
ing the police and the military. 
In the future we need to stay on the path we are fol-
lowing, ensuring that stability continues and that
the government functions without hindrance or
threats. We are here to make sure that the country
doesn’t slide back into anarchy. ■
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Wesley Bourke met with the Deputy
Force Commander, UNMIL, in Monrovia
to ascertain his views on the mission
and the role of Irish/Swedish QRF.

Major General 
Muhammad Tahir
Deputy Force Commander UNMIL
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“UNMIL was heavily involved in the apprehension of
the former president of Liberia, Charles Taylor, and his
transportation to face charges of crimes against
humanity and other serious violations of international
humanitarian law, including sexual slavery and mutila-
tions allegedly committed during Sierra Leone’s
decade- long civil war.

“Defence Forces personnel in UNMIL HQ and the
QRF played a major role in the two operations
involved. Operation ‘Kilbride’ involved the arrest and
transfer of Mr Taylor from Roberts International
Airport in Monrovia to the Special Court Sierra Leone
(SCSL) in Freetown.

“Then, pursuant to UNSCR 1688, which permitted
the SCSL to sit in The Hague, Irish troops played a
key role in Operation ‘Landsdowne’. This consisted of
Irish elements of the QRF deploying by air to
Freetown to support the secure movement of Mr Taylor
to Lunghi Airport, for transfer to The Netherlands.

“I was in command of Operation ‘Landsdowne’ and
Comdt Brian Leahy was in Tactical HQ. We were sup-
ported by Lt Col Kevin Cotter, Deputy Chief, Joint
Military Analysis Centre. Lt Col Michael McMahon
commanded the QRF, Comdt Canice Brennan was the
ops officer, and the company commander was Comdt
Mick Curran.

“Mr Taylor’s continued presence in the region was
an impediment to stability and a threat to the peace
and security of Liberia and Sierra Leone. His success-
ful arrest and transfer to The Hague has also sent a
strong signal to warlords worldwide.

“With the presence of the 15,000-strong UNMIL
Force the situation in Liberia remains peaceful and
stable. Encouraging signs of growing stability are
present since the inauguration of President Ellen

Johnson-Sirleaf in January.
“Thanks to UNMIL, Liberia’s relative stability has

permitted enhanced freedom of movement, and facili-
tated the return of refugees and the resettlement of
internally displaced persons.  

“However, after 14 years of conflict, Liberia still
faces serious issues such as acute poverty, high
unemployment, destroyed infrastructure, lack of water
and sanitation, and no electricity.   

“Challenges still facing UNMIL include: the re-
integration of war-effected persons; security sector
reform; sub-regional stability; the consolidation of
state authority; national reconciliation; the develop-
ment of a judicial system; and the administration of
natural resources.  The stability of Liberia’s neigh-
bours, especially Cote d’Ivoire and Guinea will have a
direct bearing on peace and security in the region.

“As to the future, the relative peace and stability
continues to rely on the presence of UNMIL. Currently
we are in the Consolidation Phase, which extends up
to March 2008. Training of the first batch of recruits for
the restructured Liberian armed forces began in July
and the new army will become fully operational in
January 2009.

In the meantime, UNMIL’s main effort is focused
on providing a secure and stable environment through
area security and rapid response. During the
Consolidation Phase, UNMIL’s tasks will include:
assisting in the maintenance of a stable and secure
environment; responding to incidents of public disor-
der; and assisting in the restructuring of the armed
forces. UNMIL will also assist the Government in
restoring control and administration of the country’s
natural resources.

“To meet this remit, UNMIL envisages the use of
extensive ground and air patrols dominating its area
of operations, with robust security within major popu-
lation centres. A mobile rapid response capability will
enable UNMIL to exercise a range of options from
reassurance to aggressive dominance. Cordon and
search operations may also be implemented as the
situation requires. Military observers will continue
their duties of border monitoring, liaison, and provid-
ing necessary input to the County Support teams.
Finally, UNMIL will continue to provide protection for
UN personnel and property.

“With its impressive situation awareness, mobility,
protection, firepower, communications and survivabili-
ty, the QRF is highly thought of by the Force
Commander, Lt Gen CI Obiakor, and all UNMIL’s mili-
tary components.

“Facing demanding challenges, the QRF is seen as
an agile, versatile, interoperable and rapid deployable
unit. It provides UNMIL with a credible capacity to
address all potential threats and contingencies within
the area of operations.

“The nature of contemporary peace support opera-
tions is evolving. Through organised and structured
individual and unit training, coupled with our procure-
ment programme, the highly experienced professional
men and women of our Defence Forces are in a posi-
tion to respond to the new challenges and opportuni-
ties.

“Participation in overseas operations is a key ele-
ment of Ireland’s foreign policy and is an important
dimension in meeting our country’s international obli-
gations as a member of the United Nations.  
Ireland can be proud of its contribution to UN peace-
keeping in Liberia. Our participation in UNMIL has
facilitated national recovery, peace consolidation, and
a stable and secure environment in Liberia.■

As Chief Operations Officer, Col Paul
Pakenham is the Force Commander’s
principal advisor on brigade deploy-
ment, the operational reserve (pro-
vided by the Irish/Swedish QRF), the
tactical reserve, the Military Guard
Force at the SCSL, and UNMIL’s air
assets. He also co-ordinates opera-
tional issues with the DKPO in UNHQ
New York, and surrounding UN mis-
sions in Sierra Leone and Cote
d’Ivoire. He briefed Wesley Bourke
on UNMIL’s recent activities, parti-
cularly the Irish contribution.

Colonel Paul Pakenham 
Chief Operations Officer UNMIL
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It has been over two months since the men of 1 Sec
deployed to the QRF, UNMIL, in Liberia. For some it
has been their first time away from home, for others
their first time to leave fiancées and newborns

behind, and for most it’s been a complete culture shock. 
The section has gelled well together and has

really become a ‘band of brothers’. They have suf-
fered in the heat together, endured the same hard-
ships, and shared the same laughs. 

Due to operational requirements the ‘band of
brothers’ has changed a little. Pte Anthony Barry
was moved to Battalion Operations and Pte Brian
Cleary wasn’t able to join the battalion until the end
of July. They were replaced by two comrades from 3
Inf Bn who have brought just as much life and char-
acter to the section. 

I met the lads in Liberia and asked them how they
were getting on.

Cpl Mark ‘Sherry’ Sheridan,
Section Commander
“When we arrived I wondered what I’d let myself in
for. When you look around Monrovia you think this
place is mad! It’s a totally different world.

Things have calmed down a lot. There was tension
with Charles Taylor still around but since we got him
out things have been quiet. The guns are off the
streets and the people for the most part are happy
with the UN. 

“It took us about two weeks to get used to the
heat. It’s very humid and some days it reached 50° C
and this is winter! One of the lads on the last trip
said Christmas Day was 53° C. 

“Our biggest operation has been ‘Landsdowne’.
When we got the call the whole company was out of
the camp in less then 15 minutes. We deployed to
Sierra Leone for a week, by land, sea and air. You get

Band of
Last month Wesley Bourke intro-
duced the readers of An Cosantoir
to the members of 1 Sec, 1 Pl, A
Coy, 95 Inf Bn, as they prepared
to deploy to Liberia to serve with
the QRF in UNMIL. This month 
he reports on the section’s 
experiences and activities after
their first two months in Liberia. 

used to the helis but if you don’t like flying they’re not
the best as they shake a lot.

“We were also involved in providing security for
the visits of the Irish ambassador and UN Secretary
General Kofi Annan. It’s great to be in the QRF when
it gets all these high profile jobs. 

“We have three duties, camp, one-hour standby,
and patrols. If you’re not on any of these you’re on
six-hour notice, which basically means you are held
in reserve for the other companies that are on duty.

“The lads in the section are great and I can’t ask
any more of them. We get on well, work as a team,
and look after each other. 

“Aiden is a great 2i/c. He’s been overseas before
and the lads look up to him. I know I can rely on him.
There were a few times I was on duty and Aiden had
to take the lads out on sector patrols. He’ll also be

Tiny Macca Rory Aido
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taking over the section when I’m on leave, which will
be no bother to him.

“We train like mad here. I’m hoping to get back into
boxing when I get home and I’m hoping to organise a
boxing tournament over here to raise a bit of money for
CIMIC (CIvil/MIlitary Co-operation) projects.

“Being away from family is hard but the phone and
email helps. Most nights Claire rings me or I give her
a shout. She just wants to make sure everything is ok.
My parents are used to overseas, though. My father
served in the Congo so he’s asking about here all the
time. My brother is out here as a cook, which is grand
because I can call down to him and have a chat and
we fill each other in about home.”

Pte Brian ‘Tiny’ Devine
“We’ve all adapted well. After the first few weeks you
get used to it, even though it’s really hot. The soldiering

we’ve a tag rugby tournament and we’ve played bas-
ketball against the Chinese. There’s also soccer,
hurling, and football, and you can go fishing on the
beach. 

“Also in our free time we help out with CIMIC. I
was plastering before I joined up and Niall is good at
carpentry so we are going to help out at the local
orphanage where the CIMIC people are constructing
a new computer building. It will get us out of camp for
a while, but it’ll also feel as if we’re doing something
worthwhile and giving something to the community. 

“In general the locals treat us fine. They’ll talk
away and salute you when you go by. But you get a
few that show they don’t want us here.

“We’re all getting along fine in the section. There
are four to a tent and we all look after each other. If
someone’s stuck for money or something there will be
always someone to help out. Or if someone’s on duty
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is good too. The operation to move former president
Taylor was great because we were right out in front.
“I like it here. They were looking for people to extend
for three months at the end of the trip and I was
going to take it but my sister is getting married on
New Year’s Day and I can’t miss that. 
“It’s easy to keep in contact with home with phones,
email and the post. My mobile phone works here too,
so I can text or ring home anytime I have the oppor-
tunity. I’m looking forward to going on leave, but if I
had to stay it wouldn’t bother me.
“If you’re not on duty you generally work on your
fitness. It’s only when it’s raining that you can’t do
much. Because it’s the wet season we’ve had two
or three days of rain back-to-back so you can be
stuck inside the tents and it’s easy to get bored
then. I play any sport. We built a volleyball court,

and there’s a patrol coming up, we’ll get their kit
ready for them. 

“I did a couple of patrols with other sections. We’re
all from the same unit at home so I knew them all but I
really looked forward to getting back to my own lads.
We know each other’s habits, how each other thinks
and we’re used to working as a team.”

Pte Pádraig ‘Bones’ Lawton
“We’re getting on grand: loads of training, patrols,
sun and heat. So far it’s been really calm here. When
we are doing sector patrols we can be in Monrovia
for three or four hours just keeping an eye on things.

“We work well together in the section. If one of the
corporals gives you a job to do you just do it: there’s
never any hassle. The two new lads fitted in grand. I
shared a room with ‘Rash’ in Kosovo and I know

Sherry Murph Bones Rasher
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‘Murph’ since I joined the army.
“I can’t wait to get home, though. I miss Ciara and

Seán big time, although the Internet’s handy for
keeping in touch. Seán just got his first tooth the
other week. 

I try not to think about it too much or it will get to
me. The way I look at it, I’ll soon be home on leave for
three weeks and I’ll make the best of it. 

“Ciara says she getting on ok, although it was
tough for the first few weeks. She’s getting in to a
routine now and she’s staying with her parents so
she has support. Sure, when I go back on leave I’ll
end up upsetting her routine and she’ll probably want
to send me back!
“We found it harder when I was in Kosovo and at
least Seán is so young he won’t miss me. He’d better
not be walking by the time I get back, though,
because I want to be there for something!”

Pte Rory O’Donovan
“It has been a grand trip so far: not as bad as I
thought it would be. You do your duties and the rest
of the time is your own. During our biggest operation,
the moving of former president Charles Taylor, we
stayed in the Mongolian UN camp in Freetown. We
were billeted in air-conditioned containers so we
were grand. The worst thing was eating from ration
packs for the week! Sierra Leone is very calm and
because of that we got passes to go to some of the
local restaurants to watch the World Cup matches.

“We were also allowed down to the beach for a
couple of hours, which was great because we’re not
allowed near the water in Liberia where the beach
and sea are badly polluted. 

“It’s hard being away from home but we have a
good bunch of lads and morale is good.

“It was hard to get used to the heat, particularly
for training. At first you could hardly run a lap, which
is less then a mile, but you build up slowly. We are
now in wet season so there isn’t as much sun, but
the heat is still there.

“You do miss home. We’re building a house at the
moment and Ciara is looking after all that. We’ve
booked a holiday in Greece for when I’m on leave so
we are both looking forward to that. I ring Ciara near-
ly every day and my parents every other day.

I miss my little sister Jilly (8) something terrible. I
write to her and email her so she is delighted with
that. I don’t think she realised I’d be gone for so long.
When I ring she asks when I will be home. I tell her
I’ll be home in four weeks but she says ‘That’s what
you said last time.’

Cpl Aiden Creed
Section 2i/c 
“We’re all getting along well. Everyone’s is doing
their job and there’s been no hassle so far. It’s my
first time as a corporal overseas. I’m doing ok but it
can be awkward enough at times. Out on patrol 
I have the responsibility of making sure the lads 
are ok.

“Duties can be hard: twelve hours on and twelve
hours off for two weeks and you could be on day or
night. In between the duties you can also get called
out for sector patrols.

“I find it hard to sleep with the heat. When we
stayed in the Mongolian camp in Freetown the air-
conditioned accommodation was great: it was the
first descent night’s sleep I got since we’ve been
here. 

“Keeping in contact with home is grand. I’m single
so it’s easier for me than some of the other lads who

have girlfriends and kids. There are a few lads who
came straight out here after being in Kosovo: 
I wouldn’t be able to do it. 

“There was no hassle with the change around in
the section. We know the guys from Kilkenny and they
fitted straight in.” 

Pte Alan ‘Macca’ McNamara
“ The wildlife got me at first. I’ve bites all over. The
ants are the worst: they crawl up your leg without you
realising. Even the mozzies aren’t as bad. 

“The section is getting on very well. It’s a good
team and the two corporals are keeping us all 
together. 

“Being part of Operation ‘Landsdowne’ was a
good experience. We were working with the
Mongolian special forces and it was cool to see them
in action. These guys have served in Iraq, they’re all
martial arts experts and they know their stuff. 

“ Because we’re all from 3 Inf Bn there were big
write-ups in the papers back home including a big
article and pictures in the Kilkenny People, which was
a great boost for us.

“I keep in touch with my family the whole time.
They’re used to it because my brother has served
overseas, but they’re still interested in what we do
over here. 

“I’m going home on the first chalk and I can’t wait.
For my leave I’m heading off to Spain with guys from
2 Pl, for more sun! After that I’m heading home to
Kerry to see Kerry and Cork in the Munster final.

“It’s great over here for training. I do a lot of run-
ning and gym work. We also had an inter-company
soccer tournament, which was good craic, especially
since A Coy won it! ‘Rash’, ‘Sherry’ and myself are on
the battalion team and we also played a match
against the locals. The pitch wasn’t great but it was
some experience. They love soccer over here and
there were hundreds of spectators. They beat us in a
penalty shoot-out. 
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The new ‘brothers’
Pte Niall ‘Murph’ Murphy (25) from
Kilmucridge Co Wexford.
Service: Five years.
Overseas trips: 1 (31 Inf Gp Kfor)

“I was just back from Kosovo and I had the chance to
come to Liberia with my own lads from Kilkenny so I
put my name down. I went from one extreme to anoth-
er: from Kosovo in the -20°C to 50+°C here. My body
didn’t know what was going on. Liberia is totally differ-
ent. In Kosovo the locals were mainly Muslims where-
as here they are mainly Christian, and very religious. 

“I’m enjoying the trip so far. We do our job and
then have our own downtime. I’m looking forward to
helping out at the local orphanage. I worked as a car-
penter for six years with my father so I’ll be able to
do a lot of the timberwork on the new building for the
orphanage that’s being erected.  

“I was delighted when I got put with this section. I
know ‘Bones’ and ‘Tiny’ really well, I used to train
with ‘Macca’ in the soccer, and I know the rest of the
lads from around the barracks. I wouldn’t know guys
from the other sections, because they’re not in as
long as us. 

“My parents and two sisters are at home in
Wexford.  I’ve also got a one-year-old son, Nathan. I
miss him terrible, but he’s being well looked after by
his mother: she’s doing a great job. He took his first
steps the day before I came out here and from the
reports I’m getting from her, he’s running around the
place now. I can’t wait to see him when I go on leave.
It’s hard doing two trips back-to-back away from him.
When I went home on leave from Kosovo he had
grown loads and it will be the same this time. But I’m
doing this so I can get a house for him, somewhere to
take him at the weekends.  

“What I miss most about home is the freedom of
being able to go out at the weekend: that’s one of the
luxuries you give up when you go overseas. I miss my

mother too, but I ring home twice a week here where-
as when I’m in Kilkenny I’d only ring once a week!

“I run as much as I can over here, play soccer, and
go to the gym as much as possible. I also love the
fishing. I’m got ‘Tiny’ into it too and now he’s more
serious about it then I am!” 

Pte John ‘Rasher’ Hayes (21) from
Kilkenny City.
Service: Four years.
Overseas trips: 1 (28 Inf Gp Kfor)

“My first overseas trip, to Kosovo, was hard because
my sister had just died in a car crash before I went and
my mother didn’t want me to go. I missed the family
and the girlfriend but in Kosovo you were able to break
up your leave more, which made the trip go faster. 

“Compared to here, Camp Clarke had a brilliant
gym with loads of machines. The rooms in Kosovo
were also better than the tents here. 

“I put in for Liberia at the same time as the lads but I
was put on standby because they were trying to get
first-timers over first. I only got the call close to the end. 

“I’ve been going out with my girlfriend Linda
Carpenter since I was fifteen. We’re building a house
in Ballyragget and she’s in the middle of getting it
sorted. 

“My mother didn’t really want me coming out here
and I also missed her Fortieth. Still I get to talk to the
family and Linda all the time. My uncles ring me as
well, and actually you talk to people more over here
then you do at home. My grandfather was in the army
and he’s really interested in what we do out here.

“I’m looking forward to going on leave. Linda and I
are heading off to Salut for a week and then I’m head-
ing back to Kilkenny to spend the other two weeks
with the family.”

The former ‘brothers’
As troops boarded the flight home for the first leave
rotation, Pte Brian Cleary stepped off to start his tour of
duty. We hope to catch up with Brian in October’s issue
to see how he is getting on. As for Pte Anthony Barry,
we caught up with him in the Battalion Orderly Room. 

“I’m not in the section anymore. When we got here
I was asked to transfer into the Orderly Room. There’s
a good crew here: we all get along and I know the Sgt
Maj and the Coy Sgt so that makes it easier.

“It takes a while to get used to the heat. You need
to get acclimatised before you start training. I made
the mistake of going for a run after just over a week
and got heat stroke and ended up spending two days
in the MAP.

“We’re kept busy with all kinds of admin for the
unit. Among other things we look after the PMS, we
sort out passports for guys going on leave, and we
look after the admin for patrols.

“Because I’m now in Logs Coy I don’t see the lads
from the section as much but I can still call down to
them whenever I want and meet them for a game of
football or something.

“Most of my time is spent in the Orderly Room, but
I have been out on CIMIC checks with the Sgt Maj.
We were in the Aids hospice, which was very rough
with people dying in front of your eyes. The Sisters
there are great, they work 24/7. When you see the kids
it really gets to you and I had to ask the Sgt Maj if we
could leave.

“I do miss home: it’s hard, very hard. My niece
wasn’t well while I was here but thankfully she’s ok
now. Also a good friend of mine died and it was tough
that I couldn’t get home.”■
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Lt Seán Coffee 
(6 Inf Bn) Pl Comd.
I am responsible for everything the
platoon does. In camp that means
I’m responsible for the welfare and
administration of the platoon and I
ensure they are doing their duties,
range practices, exercises, or what-
ever jobs have to be done around the
camp.

On patrol the platoon is split up in four Mowags
and the section commanders are given responsibility
for their sections, everything from making sure they
have the proper equipment, they are eating properly,
and ensuring that they are doing what they are sup-
posed to be doing patrol-wise.

When they are in the cars the onus is on the sec-
tion commanders to make sure the section is
strapped in, that they have their helmets on and that
when they deploy they carry out their drills properly
and secure the area. 

Hygiene is a basic thing, but over here it’s crucial
given the amount of contagious diseases. 

As platoon commander you have to look out for
the welfare of your troops. You have to know what’s
going on with them: Is everybody ok? Is there any-
thing going on at home that we need to know about?
Things happening at home can be a big factor for
troops serving overseas. Guys might not say any-
thing so you have to watch them closely. If their per-
formance is down there is usually a reason for it. 

I’ve been very lucky in that I got a great bunch of
lads overall and the trip is going very well. 

Sgt Darren Nolan
(3 Inf Bn) Pl Sgt 
My basic job over here is making
sure the guys have all their gear in
order, especially going on patrol,
making sure they have the proper
equipment, food and tents, and mak-
ing sure training is on schedule.

It’s my first time overseas as a
sergeant and it’s a lot more difficult
then I expected. Over here you’re out
in the public eye more than in previous trips I’ve
done, and it’s more operational so there’s a lot more

Around the
Battalion

to take on board. You have to watch out for the lads’
personal needs as well, making sure they are happy
and that things are ok at home.
Morale is easy to keep up. We are all from the same
unit and we are all well used to each other, so that
gives us an extra edge.

Cpl Michelle Bramley 
(MMF, SSU DFTC)
Cpl Rita Loveridge 
(Med Sch, CSSC, DFTC)
Pte Kerry O’Halloran 
(2 LSB), Med Det
We are flat out here. Sick parade is from 0830 to 0930
every morning. Then one of us has to monitor the
hand-wash in the dining hall three times a day for
hygiene and sanitation purposes. We also assist the
doctor in everything from admin to giving injections.

If you had been here two weeks ago you would
have seen us at our max when most of B Coy came
down sick with a bug. All the beds were full and some
guys had to be sent to the UN hospital in Monrovia.
We don’t know how they picked it up, but they had
just come back from a patrol so they could have
picked something up there.

On every patrol two medics accompany a doctor in
the Mowag ambulance. 

Here Wesley Bourke takes a look
at some of the many and varied
specialists that are required to
keep the battalion ticking over.

As platoon 
commander you
have to look out
for the welfare of
your troops. You
have to know
what’s going on
with them: Is
everybody ok? Is
there anything
going on at home
that we need to
know about? 

It’s my first time
overseas as a 
sergeant and it’s a
lot more difficult
then I expected.
Over here you’re
going out in the
public eye more
than in previous
trips I’ve done…

Main pic:
95 Inf Bn on parade.
Inset:
Engineer Detachment.
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Fatigue, dehydration, bites, sunburn and not eat-
ing enough food are the main medical problems we
are presented with. Also if the troops are eating
ration packs all the time they can get upset stom-
achs and can get dehydrated as well. 

Pte Vinny Murray 
(27 Inf Bn, Dundalk) Chef
It never stops in here as we don’t
have enough cooks. You generally
start at 0500 and continue to well
after dinner, which starts at 1700. We
break up the feeding times for the
companies so they’re not all coming
in at once. We have three meals a
day to prepare for the camp and if
guys come in looking for food during
the day or at night we always try to facilitate them.
When they are on the ground we send fresh food
down to them in the hot locks. We also go down to
the patrols in heli’s with fresh food.

Lt Ronan O’Halloran 
(1 Fd Eng Coy) Eng Det
There are three aspects to our work
out here. The primary one is the main-
tenance of the camp. We must main-
tain all the necessities, power, water,
and sewage, on a full time basis. To
do this we have a team of electri-
cians, plumbers, carpenters, fitters,
labourers, and plant operators. 

Our secondary role is patrolling.
Every time a patrol leaves, an engineer team goes
with them. Our role on patrol is the classification of
the roads and bridges. Out here a lot of bridges are
of timber construction so they mightn’t be able to
take a Mowag. 

Thirdly, we help out with the CIMIC projects that
the battalion is involved in. We recently cleared a
site for the new computer centre in the orphanage

and hopefully by the time we leave we will have built
the new school in the St Paul’s community. We raise
the money here in camp for the materials and volun-
teer work parties from the companies assist us. 

Cpl Brian Coniry, 
(1 LSB Collins Bks) Mess NCO
The Mess here is for people to come
and wind down and destress. We try
and make sure there is an event on
almost every night, whether it’s
bingo, a table quiz, a film night or a
poker night. There are three ‘wet’
nights a week when the bar is open
for two hours and anyone not on duty
can have a drink. 

They’re a good bunch in the battalion and most of
the events are used to raise money for the CIMIC
projects. So when people are running the bingo, for
example, a percentage of the take goes to CIMIC
projects.

The banter and camaraderie are good. When
everyone comes back off leave we are going to have
a Halloween party. We are trying to get everyone to
bring back a costume and we hope to do a ‘trick-or-
treat’ from tent to tent and charge a dollar a bag.
That will be some craic. When we’re raising money
we try and do it in as fun a way as possible. 

Cpl Eoin O’Sullivan 
(CIS DFHQ) CIS Det
We operate the link back to Ireland.
That entails the V-sat, the codean,
the sat phone and normal telephone.
We also control the communications
between the companies here in
camp and out on patrol through VHF,
Motorola, telephone and sat phone. 

We all have our own technical
specialties in the detachment whether it’s computer
networks or HF radios. 

To provide a link back home for the lads we pro-
vide a home-connect system over the V-sat. You get a
card with a pin number on it and the call costs the
same as a local call at home.

When troops leave camp there are four means of
communication, HF, VHF, Motorola’s and sat phone.
CIS personnel also accompany long-range patrols in
the CIS vehicle.

Pte Eoin Stapleton
(3 Inf Bn) Mowag Driver
We’re kept very busy. This is my sec-
ond trip to Liberia. Sgt Leo Wymes
and I tend to be the crew for 1 Sec
but we do patrols with the other
companies as well. I know all the
lads in 1 Section. Rory O’Donovan
would be one of my best friends and
we pal around together at home.

Driving the Mowag over here is tough work but
our busiest time is when we come back from patrol
and have to carry out maintenance. The cars have to
be constantly maintained and the crew is responsi-
ble for the car and the safety of the eight people that
it’s going to carry next time out. If the car breaks
down they’ll be left doing security with it until a low-
loader comes, which could leave them out in the jun-
gle for three days in 45o.

You learn more about the Mowag in a fortnight out
here than you would in a year at home.■

There are three
aspects to our
work out here. The
primary one is the
maintenance of the
camp. We must
maintain all the
necessities, power,
water, and sewage,
on a full time
basis.

Driving the Mowag
over here is tough
work but our
busiest time is
when we come
back from patrol
and have to carry
out maintenance.
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M
y principal job as the Special Representative in
Liberia is to ensure the mandate given to this
peacekeeping mission by the UN Security
Council is achieved. There are 15,000 troops,

1,100 police officers and 1,500 civilian staff working
together to achieve the objectives set for us.

I have overall responsibility for the mission. The
Force Commander and the Police Commissioner
have responsibility for the operational management
of those components, but they both report to me, as
does the head of the civilian administration.

The most important thing since I’ve been in this
office is that the people of Liberia now have a demo-
cratically elected government for probably the first
time ever. It was also an added bonus that it was the
first time there was a female president elected in
Africa. We had a successful inauguration, and the
new government, a new legislature and a new
Supreme Court is now in place. All of that has hap-
pened during my watch, with the support of the
troops and police.

Alan Doss
Special Representative to the UN Secretary General

This has brought to a successful conclusion to
the Accra peace agreement, which was negotiated
and signed in August 2003, and which led to the cre-
ation of UNMIL.

While that’s been our greatest achievement, it’s
not our only one. We have also succeeded bringing
back over 500,000 displaced persons and refuges,
while over 100,000 former combatants have been dis-
armed, and through training and education, have
been reintegrated into the community.

We have also opened up parts of the country that
have been cut off for many years and we are involved
in many projects, such as rebuilding roads, court
houses, and police stations.

We are helping the government restructure the
police force and the security forces. Over 2,000
policemen and 900 special security officers were
deactivated to make way for new younger, better-
qualified recruits. 

We are also supporting the US government, which
is taking on the restructuring of the armed forces.

All of these things have happened over the last
year or so and I think it’s a commendable record for
the mission.

I think the stability of Liberia is crucial to the sta-
bility of this region. If you look back over the last
quarter of a century, the trouble began here. Liberia
was the epicentre of instability and growing violence.
We hope with our support that the president and the
democratically elected administration, will take
Liberia from the epicentre of trouble to the centre-
piece of stability and I think we see signs of that hap-
pening all ready. 

The Irish commitment to Liberia has been
tremendously important. The QRF has been a major
element in our armoury when we dealing with tricky
situations, not only here but also with their help with
the special court in Freetown.

In addition to the QRF we’ve had many Irish staff
officers and military observers. All these elements
have come together to give us terrific support, so we
are very pleased that the Irish government accepted
our request to extend the Irish presence until at least
next year. That’s a big, big help to us.

On a more political front the presence of the
Irish/Swedish QRF has sent a very strong message
that Europe is prepared to put men and women on
the ground and not just get others to do it.

I hope Ireland has also benefited from this mis-
sion. Your troops have had lots of exposure in differ-
ent circumstances and have shown themselves very
much up to the job. Their personal behaviour has
been excellent, especially in the early days when
things weren’t easy.

The period of consolidation will last until the end
of next year and there will be some adjustments. The
QRF is due to change and we will perhaps slightly
reduce the number of troops and increase the num-
ber of police. If all goes well by 2008 we will start our
‘draw-down’ phase. This will be gradual and it will be
assessed at each level, to ensure there is no rush to
the exit. We don’t want to create a vacuum. We’ve
seen in other countries, most recently in East Timor,
that these are still very fragile states. Equally we
can’t be here forever and we have to encourage the
government and other partners to move aggressively
on the various areas of reform and restructuring so
that country will be ready on time to take over those
core responsibilities. This will be the aim of the
‘draw-down’ phase.■
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The International Militaria Collectors Club

Militaria and Collectables Fair
on Saturday 19th August 2006

in the North Star Hotel, Amien Street, Dublin
from 10am to 4pm

For further information contact, 
Fran – 087 9615047 or Eddie – 01 8479100

Medals, Badges,
Uniforms, Caps,
Helmets, Swords,

Bayonets and
Armour

Valuations
and verifications,
free swap and sell
your surplus items

Do you collect
Militaria, this is the

show for you.

Admission

only €€3.00

Admission

only €€3.00
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…anything
at all!

“These people have
absolutely nothing,”
Sgt Maj O’Donovan
told me. “We asked
them what they
need and they said
‘anything’. We asked
them to 
prioritise and they
still said ‘anything…
we don’t have any-
thing, so we will
take anything…
pencils, paper, chairs, 
anything at all.”

While Irish troops have long provided whatever
assistance they could to the local people in the
mission areas in which they served, these
humanitarian activities are now a formal

aspect of peacekeeping operations in the shape of
CIMIC (CIvil Military Co-operation) projects.

It’s very hard to describe ‘nothing’, but that’s exactly
what the people of Liberia have. There’s no way of even
comparing it to anything at home. In response the Irish
serving with UNMIL are supporting several CIMIC proj-
ects. Sgt Maj Brendan O’Donovan took us on a visit to
some of them, the Alfred and Agnes Orphanage, the
Sisters of Mother Theresa HIV clinic, and the Excellent
Kids Institute of Foundational Learning.

CIMIC teams do the day-to-day work but troops
from the battalion are ready and waiting to volunteer
for any big projects that need to be done. Anything
from helping to build a new school, clearing a road,
or just going down to help out for the day. 

At the Alfred and Agnes Orphanage we met
Roland Johnson who showed us the work that is
being done. The orphanage is as self sufficient as
possible. They grow their own crops, have their own
generator, and build their own bricks. What funding
they get is put straight to use in the form of new
beds for the kids, and paper and pencils for the
school. Using funding from Ice Aid, an Icelandic
charity group, the biggest project at the moment is a
computer centre.

There are 72 children of all ages in the orphanage,
where they can stay until they turn 18. The computer
centre is being built to ensure they leave with a skill
that can be used to get a job, and 95 Inf Bn will help
build it.  

Even though we had cameras the kids were more
interested in Aiden and Rory. And soon the two were
surrounded with admirers. Whether it was the blue
hats or the loveable characters I don’t know, but
these kids were not what the lads were used to.
Nobody was asking for a dollar, no one was asking
for food. The kids just asked for someone to hold

their hand and ‘will you be my friend’. I didn’t have to
ask the two how they felt.

After seeing were the kids sleep a billet in the
Glen is a penthouse by comparison.

Over 400 local children attend classes in the
Excellent Kids Institute for Foundational Learning, a
centre in the St Paul Bridge community. At the
moment troops from 95 Inf Bn are waiting for the go-
ahead to come and build a new centre. The work will
start once the road has been improved to take the
plant machinery.

“These people have absolutely nothing,” Sgt Maj
O’Donovan told me. “We asked them what they need
and they said ‘anything’. We asked them to prioritise
and they still said ‘anything…we don’t have anything,
so we will take anything…pencils, paper, chairs, any-
thing at all.”

As Aidan and Rory became the centre of atten-
tion again, we took a moment to stand back and look
around at the centre and the surrounding community.
It’s only when you take a moment that you realise
just how lucky we really are.

Our last visit was to the HIV hospice run by the
Sisters of Mother Theresa. It was also the hardest to
take. The people that work here are saints. They work
around the clock trying to ease the suffering of the
sick and dying. As well as the clinic they give food to
the street kids and bring food up to the city prison.

Many of the troops that come here find it hard to
deal with or to talk about. Most can cope to a certain
extent when they see the sick and dying adults, but
the children’s wards tear a hole in your stomach.
“We asked them what their biggest expense is,” said
Sgt Maj O’Donovan. “They said ‘burying people’.”

To help raise money for these projects the troops
in Camp Clara run fundraisers nearly every night in
the Mess, and the money comes out of their own
pockets. Food is also gathered up at the end of every
month and the end of every patrol and the chaplain,
Fr Ger, brings it to the projects. “You also get people
who have served here fund raising at home and ship-
ping containers over filled with the likes of old
schoolbooks,” Sgt Maj O’Donovan went on. “Others
send envelopes with money, addressed to CIMIC.
There would be no name, nobody looking for recogni-
tion: they’ve probably served here and have been
touched by what they’ve seen.”■
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The Gunnery School on the Naval Base in
Haulbowline is a sub-school of the Naval College
and has a particular responsibility to teach the
basic maintenance and effective use of the Naval

Service's primary and secondary armaments.
The primary armaments, mounted on the bow of

each ship, are the 40mm and 57mm Bofors and the
76mm Oto Melara. The secondary armaments, mount-
ed two per ship, are the 20mm Rheinmetal and
Gambo, and the 12.7mm Browning HMG. 

Weapon systems onboard NS ships comprise of
the command team, gunnery department personnel,
fire control equipment, guns and ammunition. Their
effectiveness is dependent on doctrine, procedures,
drills, training and maintenance.

The weapon systems provide command with the
ability to deliver appropriate, timely and accurate fire
to the designated target, to achieve the desired result
in an engagement. The employment of military fire-
power in the naval environment is not always confined
to the destruction of an enemy. For instance, naval
ships may be required to fire containing shots, shots

SIMULATION 
the Target for NS Gunners

In this article Lt C MacUnfraidh, 
NS Gunnery School, Haulbowline,
fills us in on the design and 
acquisition of a top-class, shore-
based, simulation system for 
Naval Service gunnery courses.

After Naval Service gunners
have qualified in the school
they then practice at sea.
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across the bow, or disabling fire, or to provide cover-
ing fire for boarding teams, etc. Many of the possible
scenarios require the ability not only to hit a moving
target from a moving platform, but also to deliberate-
ly miss one by a specific margin, often in hostile envi-
ronmental conditions. Choice of weapon and choice
of ammunition are crucial to this end as are the deci-
sion-making of the command team and the perform-
ance of the gunner.

Initial and continuation training are the responsi-
bility of the Gunnery School, where Naval Service
personnel are first inculcated with the principles of
ship's armament maintenance and use. Courses are
run at all levels from gunnery introduction lectures
for recruits, to the Sub-Lieutenants' Gunnery Officer
Course (SLGOC), which every Operations Branch
officer must pass prior to posting. The culmination of
any gunnery course is the live firing of that weapon at
sea. Once personnel are qualified and posted to a
ship they become part of that ship's training regime
and continue to conduct live firings at regular inter-
vals.

In a bid to increase the proficiency of personnel
prior to conducting live firings it was decided, in
September 2004, to develop a secondary armament
simulator in the Gunnery School. The aim of this proj-
ect was to improve the marksmanship of all gunners
prior to the expenditure of live ammunition, to ensure
that best value is obtained for each live round fired. A
secondary purpose was to provide a procedural train-
er in which the correct drill and voice procedure
would be tested.

A project team was formed with personnel from
the Naval College and the Ordnance Section of the
Weapons Electrical Unit, to implement the plan.
Initial research showed that budgetary constraints
made the purchase of any existing, commercially
available gunnery simulator unlikely and furthermore,
that some of what the NS was seeking was not even
available off-the-shelf. Therefore, it was decided to
make use of existing Gunnery School equipment, to
rely on in-house Defence Forces expertise where
possible, and to ration out the remaining parts of the
project through careful sub-contracting to reputable
companies. 

The Defence Forces had recently taken delivery of
40mm L70 guns from the Netherlands, a certain pro-
portion of which were allocated to the NS to replace
the primary armament on LÉs Aoife, Aisling and
Emer. However, these guns came on army trailers and
were not suitable for immediate deployment on ships
as they were, naturally, unstabilised. 

The Naval Ordnance Section, which had some
experience of this type of adaptation, built a hydraulic
platform upon which the L70s were mounted. The
platform was used to impart motion to the mount-
ings, and the stabilisation work required to ensure the
weapons could be safely used at sea was then car-
ried out. 

Once this platform had served its purpose the
Ordnance Section offered it to the Gunnery School. If
placed on this platform, a weapon mounting could be
moved as if it were on a seagoing vessel, thus testing
the gunner's ability to predict and maintain a suitable
point of aim…the single greatest naval gunnery prob-
lem. It would also test the ammunition resupply num-
ber in his duties as well. Therefore, the hydraulic plat-
form could provide the School with a framework for a
mechanical trainer around which a simulation solu-
tion could be built. 

It was decided to proceed along these lines and to
fit out the developing project to take a 12.7mm HMG
in Phase One. The project was future-proofed by
making simultaneous provision for a 20mm
Rheinmetal upgrade for the platform.

The main remaining problem was that the plat-
form, due to the height of its pistons, was five feet
above floor level. In order to overcome this, a recess
was excavated in the floor in the selected area in the
School and railings placed around it, through the
good offices of OiC Maintenance Section. The plat-
form was lifted into this recess by Naval Dockyard
personnel (a big job in the confined space, given the
size and weight of this item) and was augmented with
safety decking and railings. The decked top of the
platform is at floor level and fully railed, allowing per-
sonnel to be safely embarked and subjected to pitch
and roll (pitch-induced heave is an additional sea
motion which could not be recreated by the platform
at this time) while conducting weapon drills. The
movement was restricted to Sea State 3 (moderate
swell) as, although the platform could produce
greater movement, it was felt that the marksmanship
training benefits of this were doubtful.

While this mechanical trainer was under construc-
tion the project team entered an intense period of
planning and debate in order to obtain a solution to
the simulation requirements. A tough budget ruled
out the purchase of even second-hand gunnery
domes and without them the efficacy of any projec-
tion simulation system had to be questioned. Virtual-
reality (VR) systems were assessed and tested but,
aside from cost, these tend to have high maintenance
requirements, and suffer from other disadvantages.
For instance, attempting to incorporate VR with an
actual moving platform leads to nausea in many
cases, as the millisecond delay between the visual
cues and the sensation of actual movement can upset
the inner ear… and sea-sickness was not something
we were tasked to recreate!

After much discussion it was decided to approach
the commercial market with a requirement to create a
360° synthetic environment (SE) on a series of control
PCs. Both the gunner and the instructor/weapon
director (WD) would have 'windows' into this SE,
represented by flat screen monitors.

The software would be required to render ballisti-
cally correct bursts of gunfire through the SE and
then calculate the trajectory and effect of each round,
incorporating the training and elevation of the
weapon, the pitch and roll of the platform and the
movement of the target in the SE. 

The next step was to develop a bridge platform for
the instructor and for the simulation room to be con-
figured as a Naval Service ship, with the HMG
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Excavation of the pit.

The prototype HMG Simulator
is placed in position in the pit.

A view from the radar.

A gunner’s view facing forward.
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restricted to the weapon arcs encountered aboard a
CPV class (LÉs Orla or Ciara).

An Irish software engineering company respond-
ed positively to the tender and became involved in
the project, producing the SE as envisaged and offer-
ing many improvements based on the available tech-
nology. Their enthusiasm for the project as a concept
allowed for many unexpected benefits and extras to
be achieved beyond the initial stated requirements:
for example, sound effects and detailed rendering of
targets were added.

A requirement was also added to the tender to
provide a radar view of the simulated engagement. A
gunnery communication system was then ordered to
link the bridge to the gunner on the platform. This
was what might be termed as 'controlled mission
creep' in that the project team saw an opportunity to
exceed the stated project aims of marksmanship and
procedural training by incorporating officer/WD
training through the introduction of targets on pre-
programmed courses at various speeds. These would
have to be picked up on the 'radar' and passed ver-
bally by the WD to the gunner. A badly conveyed tar-
get bearing and elevation would result in the gunner
searching in the wrong portion of the SE and there-
fore would preclude a successful engagement.
Furthermore, the effective rendering of target details

would now allow target recognition and identification
to be tested.

The end result has been a great success. The sys-
tem incorporates gunnery and bridge platforms. On
the bridge there is a plan view of the engagement
area (a radar screen). The gunner, situated on the
hydraulic platform, has a specially mounted screen
on a modified and decommissioned HMG through
which he/she will see a 'slice' of the synthetic envi-
ronment (an approximately 30ø-wide window). The
instructor can introduce targets and give weapon
control orders to the gunner, who moves to the
directed training and elevation and acquires the tar-
get on the screen (the SE scrolls as the weapon
moves). The gunner then tracks the target through
the SE and, when ordered to engage, fires. The sys-
tem reproduces the bursts in a ballistically correct
manner, and indicates hits and misses. The targets
are reactive to damage.

The performance of a gunner is assessed by a
results printout, which incorporates the sea condi-
tions, the ambient light, the engagement type, the
number of rounds allocated and fired, the number of
hits, near misses and outright misses, the DTG and
identity of the gunner and the instructor.

Each engagement is viewable in real-time by non-
participants and is recordable to DVD, which allows
performance to be debriefed.  

Currently, the simulator runs scenarios for the
HMG against a light aircraft (135 knots) a MiG (800
knots) a Blackhawk helicopter (110 knots),  a medi-
um-sized tugboat, a generic merchant ship, and a
rigid inflatable boat representing both conventional
and asymmetric threats to warships.

Each target type has 10 pre-programmed scenar-
ios and a random flight/cruise pattern. These scenar-
ios allow the instructor to gradually increase the
level of difficulty or to illustrate a particular point in
an engagement. 

For example, it can now be realistically demon-
strated to a junior gunner that a MiG can be engaged
when on a direct course towards the gunner's posi-
tion but that attempting to engage a crossing target
travelling at 800 knots is close to futile with a manu-
ally aimed weapon. 

The preprogammed nature of the scenarios
allows the instructor to set in train a sequence of
events and then stand back and observe the stu-
dent's performance, with replay of crucial episodes
available later if desired. Each student is given a full
debrief, which includes a look at the graphically
reproduced performance on a 'bullet-catcher' screen
that can be saved as a file on the hard-drive if
desired. This 'bullet-catcher' gives the gunner graph-
ical feedback on accuracy, fall-of-shot, etc. There are
also day/night options and flare-illuminated scenar-
ios. 

A crucial improvement to NS tactical training has
been achieved. For perhaps the first time, the gun-
nery team does not know the threat nature or axis
prior to a gunnery exercise commencing. (In NS live-
firings the target is usually launched by the firing
ship, the gunners on which therefore know what and
where the target is). Command teams can now be
exercised to deal with the element of surprise.

The entire system is one-person operated and an
instructor can run a successful class within 20 min-
utes of first being introduced to the system.

It was a concern of the project team that the sus-
pension of disbelief required in the absence of pro-
jection simulation, would detract from the status of
the system, as the gunners might not be fully
engaged by the concept of a window into a synthetic
environment. Happily, this is not the case and the
system brings a welcome element of competition and
interest to gunnery lessons ashore. The concept of
non-projection has proved successful and the
resources saved there were put back into the ballis-
tic simulation and the hardware purchases. Unlike
any commercial 'video game' where projectile trajec-
tories are reproduced as straight lines, this system
has the processing power to reproduce the actual
trajectory of individual rounds in burst fire from a
moving platform.

The Gunnery School has commissioned an addi-
tion to this work which will shortly allow the system
to incorporate a 40mm Bofors L70 gun, giving the
opportunity for complete gunnery team training in a
ship-like configuration. 

The incorporation of the Bofors poses an entirely
new set of problems, such as how to incorporate
movement of a platform that size, while still having
muzzle clearance at roof level and how to recreate
ballistically correct shrapnel from proximity-fuzed
rounds in the SE. However these are all problems
which we are confident can be solved with the
expertise and ability to be found throughout all
departments of the Naval Service.■

The instructor’s Simulator
screen.

Artist’s impression of a CPV
from the aft in SE.

Artist’s impression of Bofors
mounted in position.

A gunner’s view facing aft.
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bestowed on him. What a rite of passage for any
young man!

On the second evening of Jim being uncon-
scious, there were about eight of us gathered around
his bed, reverently and regularly laughing, and
telling stories. Tom, leaned forward, close to his
father’s face. He shouted, “I suppose, now you’re a
commandant we’ll all have to call you ‘Sir’ and
salute you!” Our laughter at this remark turned to
shock as Jim’s hand slowly and steadily rose off the
bed to form a perfect salute. Our shock turned back
to laughter again as we saw the faintest smile
appear on his lips: that unmistakable, quick, Jim
Dillon smile.

Jim went out on his last patrol at 0425hrs next
morning, Friday, April 28th. It was a gentle, peaceful
letting go.

Later that day, Bernie’s announced, “I’ll not be
going back to the hospital for the removal. I’ll be
waiting here to welcome my husband home, as I
always have done. You men go and bring him home.”

When we arrived back at the house, complete
with military pallbearers, Bernie paraded her three
children in a line outside the house. As the coffin
was being carried to the front door, she called her
children to attention and gave the command
‘Salute!’ There were very few dry eyes among the
large assembly at this very personal tribute, and
especially at the sight of little Áine, aged 5, holding
a perfect salute.

NNOO  LLAASSTT  SSAALLUUTTEE

On waking I looked out my window.
Something was not as before.
Something was there that was not, yesterday.
Something was meaning much more.

A change had come over the thorn bush,
A blossom had come in the night.
The faery tree poured out its promise.
Its whiteness was filling my sight.

I see you just now in these flowers,
But not with my physical eyes,
‘Cause your body is lying and resting,
For a while, under Donegal skies.

Your friends will be coming to see you.
We who were privileged to know,
A man of such courage and honour,
A man always ‘ready to go’.

Thank you, my friend, for your kindness;
Your loyal devotion; your joy.
May God in His mercy invest us,
With some of your virtues, Jim Boy.

I see now the Signal you’ve sent us.
‘Death is no final call’.
So whenever the thorn bush is bursting with light,
We’ll return your salute, one and all.

No death without resurrection.
No fear, so no bridges to burn.
No Last Post without its Reveille,
No salute without its return.

On finishing the poem I saluted, while Sgt Gabby
Fitzgerald, our mutual friend from our Ranger days
together, played a lament on the uileann pipes. Jim’s
son, Tom, rose to his feet and smartly returned the
salute, giving that familiar, quick, Jim Dillon smile.■
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YComdt Jim Dillon, distinguished officer, beloved
and loyal family man and friend, Irish interna-
tional fly-fishing team member 2005 and Defence
Forces orienteering champion 2006 (over-40s).

I had the privilege of commanding then Cpl Jim
Dillon for over three years in the early ‘80s. This year
I had the privilege of holding the hand of my dying
friend and reading to him during his last days and I
had the privilege to deliver the following eulogy at
Jim’s funeral Mass, at Coosan, Athlone.

‘No Last Salute.’ These words came to me on the
morning of Jim’s passing on seeing a blackthorn
bush outside my window had just come into bloom. I
didn’t know at that time that this natural phenome-
non was very special for Jim. His father, Tom, told
me at the funeral that when Jim saw the blackthorn
blossom it meant the mayfly were ‘up’ and it was
time to go fishing.

A salute is a mark of respect; a mark of recogni-
tion; ‘I mean you no harm’. A salute should normally
be returned. One of the Army’s last salutes to hon-
our Jim’s service was promoting him to commandant
before he died. Brig Gen Freddy Swords bestowed
this honour in person at Sligo General Hospital. In
so doing he not only honoured Jim’s family and
friends, but also all those people who helped to
bring this about in such a short space of time. Jim’s
wife Bernie announced the good news to the large
group of us assembled in the corridor, to sponta-
neous applause.

Tom, Jim’s eldest son, aged 17, who had accepted
the brass crossed-swords on behalf of his father,
asked what he should do with them. I told him he
should pin one to the pillow beside his father’s head
so that visitors would know they were in the pres-
ence of a senior Irish army officer. And that he
should wear the other one with pride on his own
lapel to acknowledge the honour that had been

This year is the 50th anniversary of
the Defence Forces Fly Fishing
Competition. Sadly, the celebrations
were marred by the untimely death
of Comdt Jim Dillon, a man inextri-
cably linked with angling in the
Defence Forces. In his honour we are
carrying this moving tribute by his
former comrade, Comdt Brendan M
Rohan (retd). (Due to space consid-
erations it is slightly abridged.)

Comdt Jim
Dillon, RIP
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Battle of the Boyne 1690
TThhee  IIrriisshh  ccaammppaaiiggnn  ffoorr  tthhee  EEnngglliisshh  ccrroowwnn

Author: Michael McNally
Illustrator: Graham Turner
Published by: Osprey publishing

The Battle of the Boyne is the
latest from Osprey’s Campaign
series. Accompanied by excel-
lent colourful illustrations, pho-
tographs and detailed 3-D
‘bird’s eye view’ maps, Michael
McNally takes the reader
through the events that took
place in June 1690. 

Most Irish readers will know
of the war that took place in
Ireland in the last decade of the
17th century, and the names associated with it have left
their mark on history for better or worse, King Louis,
King James, William of Orange, Sarsfield, Lauzun,
Malborough, the sieges of Derry and Limerick, the bat-
tles of Aughrim and the Boyne.

After the Catholic James II took the English thrown
in 1685, he proved quite unpopular with his Protestant
subjects throughout his kingdom. Disgruntled nobles
invited William of Orange to come to England and take
the throne in 1688. James fled to France. He had no
intention of giving up without a fight and with French
support landed in Ireland the following year to reclaim
his throne, by means of securing Ireland first. In turn
William sent an army to meet the threat. 

The two armies met at the Boyne on July 1st 1690.
It was a bloody engagement, but the Williamite forces
proved victorious. The battle today is still a very con-
troversial engagement, as the Protestants in Ireland
claim the Williamite victory as a decisive victory for
Protestants over Catholics and the securing of
English rule over the native Irish. 

However both armies had Catholics and
Protestants in their ranks, both sides had Irish in their
ranks and both sides were multinational armies, but
for the details you will have to read the book. 

The Battle of Clonmult: 
TThhee  IIRRAA’’ss  WWoorrsstt  DDeeffeeaatt

Author:  Thomas O’Neill MA (The author is a captain
with the RDF)
Price: €12.99
Published by: Nonsuch Publishing, Dublin

On 20th February 1921 during an
action in Clonmult in East Cork
the IRA suffered its greatest
single loss of volunteers during
the War of Independence.
Twelve volunteers were killed
during the battle, seven of
whom were shot by the
Auxiliaries after surrendering.
Only the arrival of a British
Army officer prevented the
slaughter of the remaining cap-
tured or injured volunteers. Eight of the surviving IRA
men were taken prisoner, two of whom were subse-
quently executed after court martial.

At the conclusion of his book on the Battle of
Clonmult, Tom O’Neill writes that in time the victories
at Kilmichael and Crossbarry were more often spoken
of than the defeat at Clonmult. It was sweeter to
speak of battles won than battles lost. This is a pity as

the lessons learned from setbacks can be as valuable
as those learned from successes. The lessons from
Clonmult, during which the flying column of the 4th
Battalion, 1st Cork Brigade, was effectively wiped out,
are as relevant today as they were then. These include
basics such as the need for an effective chain of com-
mand, a defence and security plan for every position
occupied, and a planned withdrawal route. These were
all absent at Clonmult and this allowed a small British
patrol to successfully engage the flying column, which
lost twelve men during the action. This book should be
required reading for all platoon commanders.

Baptised in Blood 
TThhee  ffoorrmmaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  CCoorrkk  BBrriiggaaddee

Author: Gerry White and Brendan O’Shea
Published by: Mercier Press, Cork
Price €14.99

Brigade of Irish Volunteers
between 1913 -1916. Set
against a backdrop of inter-
national crisis and a country 
fermenting with rebellion
Gerry White and Brendan
O’Shea examine events in Cork
when people with the courage
of their convictions established
a Volunteer Corps. This book
also shows how the Corps
fragmented over the question
of participation in World War 1  and recounts how the
Volunteers regenerated and prepared for battle in
1916 only to fall victim to the confusion caused by a
series of conflicting orders. For those who wish to
understand what happened in Cork in 1916 this is the
book to read.

The Battle of Jadotville
IIrriisshh  SSoollddiieerrss  iinn  CCoommbbaatt  iinn  TThhee  CCoonnggoo  11996611

Author: Micheal Whelan
Published by: South Dublin Libraries
Price: €10.00
Available through South Dublin County Library,
Tallaght, Dublin 24.

This insightful and well
researched book tells the story
of the men of A Company, 35
Irish Infantry Battalion, serving
with the UN in the Congo in
1961, who fought bravely for
four days while holding the
town of Jadotville in Katanga
Province against a larger
Katanga gendarmerie force. 

The author, Micheal Whelan
uses personal statements and
photographs of Irish soldiers who survived the battle
and the subsequent six weeks capivity, offical UN
and Irish Army documents and Irish newspaper arti-
cles to revisit this long forgotten Irish battle. The
book also covers the lead up to the battalion’s
deployment overseas and the political situation in
the Congo. The book brings us up to the present day
and the eventual recognition of the officers, NCOs
and men of A Company with the erection of a memo-
rial to their heroic action in Jadotville in Custume
Barracks, Athlone. The book is a must for all Irish
historians.■B
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