00-An Cos-Oct-06 (p1-15)

01/01/1970

01:39

Page 1

THE DEFENCE FORCES MAGAZINE

OCTOBER 2006

€2.20 (Stg £1.40)

NEW MILITARY EXHIBITION
ADVENTURE TRAINING

9 770010 946001

07

ISSN 0010-9460

NAVAL EXERCISES
RECCE COMMANDERS COURSE

00-An Cos-Oct-06 (p1-15)

01/01/1970

01:40

Page 2

00-An Cos-Oct-06 (p1-15)

01/01/1970

01:40

Page 3

An Cosantóir
V O L U M E

6 6

Number 7
October 2006
MANAGER:
Capt Fergal Costello

News Update
Picture Parade.

4

Soldiers & Chiefs

6

Operation
Toomberland

EDITOR:
Sgt Willie Braine

A new exhibition on
Irish military history.
Report by
Lar Joye

18

JOURNALIST:
Terry McLaughlin
CONNECT:
Sgt David Nagle
PHOTOGRAPHER:
Armn Billy Galligan
SUBSCRIPTIONS:
Sgt David Nagle
ADVERTISING:
Killelan Marketing Ltd
Mobile: 086 3842946
Tel: 01 8042691
Email: killelan.ads@iolfree.ie
Printed by
Kilkenny People,
Kilkenny.
The fact that an article
appears in this magazine does
not indicate official approval
of the views expressed by the
author.
© Published by
OiC Public Relations Section
for the Defence Forces at
DFHQ, Parkgate, Dublin 8,
Ireland.
Tel: 01 8042691
Fax: 01 6779018
E-mail: ancosantoir
@defenceforces.iol.ie

Front cover:
Pte Michelle Gill (28 Inf Bn)
fronts the launch of the
National Museum’s Military
Exhibition. See pages 18-20.

www.military.ie/pr/an_cosantoir

Not So Basic
RECCE
Infantry Close Recce
Course.
Report by
Lt Gavin Egerton

Distance Learning
in the RDF

The Naval Service’s
annual exercises.
Report by
Cdt Brendan Curtin

10

Gaelforce

13

Managing Crisis
EUMS

A new approach to
training.
Report by
Conor Gavin, John Lally
and Michael Bergin

An Cosantóir 10k
Photo montage and
results of the 2006 race.

21

Adventure sports in
Ireland.
Report by
Cpl Donncha Cuttriss

24

26

The EUMS Civilian/
Military Cell.
Report by
Lt Col John Durnin

Reach For The
Sky
PC-9s in action.
Report by
Comdt James Gavin
(OC Flight Training
School)

15

The Court Martial
of Thomas Kent

29

A trial explored.
Report by
CQMS Gerry White &
Comdt Brendan O’Shea

AN COSANTÓIR

Oct ober 2006

3

00-An Cos-Oct-06 (p1-15)

01/01/1970

01:40

news update…

Page 4

news update… news update…

All Smiles…

DCPs
Armn Billy Galligan’s photo shows Fr Eoin
Thynne (Head Chaplian) been presented with his
Designated Contact Persons certificate by Brig
Gen Dermot Earley (D COS Sp) in Dunne Hall,
DFTC recently.

Above: 2 E Bde RDF recently had a passing out ceremony of the successful students on the Pot NCO
Course in Cathal Brugha Bks, Rathmines. Our photos
show the students before the parade and also instructors from 2 E BTC RDF with the Best Student Award
winners.

Right: Cpl Lloyd M, Cpl Lloyd R, Coy Sgt Kavanagh, Lt
McCarthy, Cpl Dowling (65 Inf Bn RDF - Best Student),
Capt Lyons (OC 2 E BTC RDF), Cpl Massey
(62 Inf Bn RDF - Runner Up Best Student), Capt Carey
(2 I/C 2 E BTC RDF), 2/Lt Keogh, Coy Sgt Molloy, Sgt
Williams, Sgt Curran, Sgt O’Keeffe, Sgt O’Colmáin.

Congrats…
Armn Billy Galligan’s photo shows the MRBI Presentation to the 44th Artillary Young Officers course
which is an annual award to the best student on the course. Front row (l-r): Sgt Maj Morris, Comdt
Brown, Mr Jack Jones (MRBI), 2/Lt Quinn (Award recipient), Lt Col Allen and Capt Hanley. Middle
row: Lt’s Riordan, Twomey, Clarke and Herbert. Back row: 2/Lt’s Cawley, Murray, Naughton and
NicCaba. This photo was incorrectly captioned last month.

On a plate…
AML 90
Our photo shows students of a recently AML 90mm Gunnery
Course from 54 Res Cav Sqn, Longford Barracks, back row
(l-r): Cpl Flanagan, Sgt Hamrock, Tpr Chambers and Capt
McDonnald. Front Row: Cpl’s Moore and Hamrock.
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Sgt JJ Ryan’s (DFTC) photo shows
Brig Gen Pat O’ Sullivan (GOC
DFTC) presenting the Defence
Forces Camogie Shield to Sgwn
Elaine Phelan (Capt of 1 S Bde
team).

Back to school!
Fr Robert McCabe’s photo shows Maj Gen Dermot
Earley (D COS Sp) pictured at the opening of the new
Civil Defence School at Roscrea with (retired member
of Defence Forces also in pic – name to follow).
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Ahoy!
Our photo shows Lt Cdr Donal O’Callaghan
(NS retired) and his daughter Maria (NS
Reserve) on board LE Emer during their annual
reserve sea training.

Admiral Browne Commemorated
An Taoiseach Bertie Aherne TD inspects a Guard of Honour on the
occasion of the unveiling of an memorial to Admiral Browne,
the Irish founder of the Argentine Navy at St John Rogersons
Quay, Dublin.

New Ambassador
Our photo shows the new Irish Ambassador to the Political and
Security Committee of the EU Council, HE Marie Cross, with the Irish
Military Representative to the EU Military Committee, and Irish officers serving with the EU Military Staff. From (l-r) Col Billy O’Hara, Lt
Col Mick Beary, HE Ambassador Cross, Big Gen Liam MacNamee, Lt
Col John Tolan and Lt Col John Durnin.

Wedding
Belle!

Swedish Visit

Sgt Willie Braine’s photo
shows Madelyn Egan
with her Guard of
Honour from 2 Inf Bn
after she said “I Do” to
Sgt Willie Egan (2 Inf
Bn) on their wedding day
in the Killeshie Hotel,
Kildare recently. Inset
Mr and Mrs Egan.

See Comdt White re Swedish Visit
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NOT SO BASIC M

RECCE
INFANTRY CLOSE RECCE COURSE
By Lt Gavin Egerton

Teamwork. Soldiers learn
to depend on each other
in order to complete the
mission.

ost armies consider recce troops to be among
their most skilled infantry soldiers. The
Defence Forces are no exception and in recent
years the art and skills associated with reconnaissance have taken on a new momentum. Officers
and NCOs who have completed Recce Commanders
Courses with the British Army have brought their
skills and knowledge home and we are now at the
point where several units in the Defence Forces conduct Basic Recce Courses and the Infantry Weapons
Wing runs a Recce Commanders Course every two
years.
The infantry close recce soldier must possess all
the normal infantry skills but in a much more
advanced form. He must be a confident and competent navigator, capable of negotiating a route over
difficult terrain at night while carrying all his combat
equipment. He must understand the needs of the battalion, or battle group commander and know what to
look for when conducting a recce patrol. Most importantly, he must be able to insert into an enemy controlled area, patrol to the enemy’s front line position
undetected and observe without being seen. Recce
troops are the first onto the battlefield and the last to
leave.
3 Inf Bn, Stephens Bks, Kilkenny, recently conducted its first Basic Recce Course. The course ran for
four weeks in July with students from throughout 1 S
Bde. Sixteen students arrived on the first day of the
course, most not knowing quite what to expect and
were soon completing their first pre-course assessment, a written test on general military knowledge.
Then it was up to the Curragh plains to complete an
8-mile battle fitness assessment carrying 45lbs in
their CEMO. The battle fitness assessment
finished with a practical map
reading test, concentrating
on plotting and taking grid
and magnetic bearings and
using the prismatic compass.
Most of the first week
involved lectures on close
recce principles and tactics,
concentrating on the close target recce (CTR) patrol the
role of which is to provide
accurate and timely
information by day
or night, in all
weathers and in
all operations
of war.
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Top left:
On patrol.
Top right:
Obstacle crossing.
Above:
Map reading.
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The students also completed a sniper-style stalk
and two night navigation exercises, with the week
culminating in a 24-hour CTR exercise. The latter
involved insertion into a forested area at the base of
Mount Leinster where the students were given a
warning order to conduct CTR patrols on three suspected enemy locations on the mountain. Each location had an active ‘enemy’ armed with various support weapons including HMGs, mortars and a
MILAN. The enemy were also carrying out active
patrolling.
The second week had two more night navigation
exercises and lectures were given on observation
posts, the second means of acquiring accurate and
timely information. HQ Coy personnel from 3 Inf Bn
Oct ober 2006

also carried out revision lectures on the SINCGARS
radio and battlefield first aid.
The week ended with a 48-hour OP exercise in the
Glen of Imaal. The students occupied OPs overlooking three targets with a variety of enemy activity to
observe. Early on the Friday morning the three OPs
were simultaneously compromised by a planned
attack from the enemy and the students had to use
their compromise drills to ‘bug out’ back to their ERV
(Emergency Rendevous) some 2kms away. The going,
which was tough enough, was made even more difficult by having to carry two casualties.
Week Three had another night navigation exercise
and the long awaited night navigation test on Sorrel
Hill, Co Wicklow. Lectures were given on co-operation with other arms and personnel from the Artillery
School and 1 Cav Sqn provided very informative presentations on the other members of the recce community and their role in formation reconnaissance.
The students also received a very informative brief
from the ARW on long range recce patrolling (LRRP)
in the form of an excellent one hour lecture that
included a display of the personal equipment ARW
personnel carry and a fully kitted-out special recce
vehicle.
A helicopter insertion into Blessington kicked off
Exrecise ‘Wet Boots’, and having established an LUP
(lying up-point), the course conducted river crossing
drills under the watchful eye of Capt Rob Downey and
his team from 1 Fd Eng Coy who operated the safety
boat.
After a detailed set of orders, the three detachments were delivered by boat under the cover of darkness to the other side of the lake to conduct CTR
patrols.
The final exercise was conducted in Kilworth, Co
Cork, where all the skills and techniques learned over
the previous three weeks were put to the test. The
original enemy scenario was maintained but with an
escalated threat, requiring the students to conduct
numerous offensive recce operations, including route
recce, advance and search, MOWAG hide recce, close
target recce, observation posts, bridge recce.
The exercise culminated in a raid on the enemy to
destroy their HQ and capture their leader, ‘Dimitri’.
Using the SINCGARS and a laptop an observation
post team, which was established overlooking the
enemy position, sent back digital photos providing
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STUDENTS’ COMMENTS
Pte Curran (3 Inf Bn)
“This course was an eye-opener! We worked in
four-man detachments where flexibility is greater
and there are a lot of tasks to keep you motivated
and interested. You end up pushing yourself very
hard both physically and mentally due to the high
demands of the course, such as marching into an
OP with a lot of weight on your back.
“The specialist equipment we got to use made
it very interesting too, and when we carried all that
weight it had a purpose and we knew how and
when to use it. For example, every member of the
course was able to load the SINCGARS confidently and use the ‘Sophie’ thermal imager. Everyone
carried a Marconi PRR, which proved to be very
useful, and we also had personal night vision
equipment, which was invaluable on CTRs”.

Top:
Members of the Inf Close
Recce course, standing (l-r):
2/Lt Arnott, Lt O’Donovan, Pte
Warren, Pte Holloway, Pte
Burns, Pte McGibney, Pte
Nash, 2/Lt Beatty, Lt Purcell
and Pte Curran. Sitting:
Instrutor’s Cpl Cullen, Sgt
Weafer, Comdt Cowhig (Coy
Cmdr Sp Coy 3 Inf Bn), Lt
Egerton and Cpl O’Dwyer.
Bottom:
The students prior to heli
insertion.

real-time images of the enemy. The raid was a huge
success and the recce troops, using speed and surprise, quickly overwhelmed the enemy. Within minutes the students were on the way to their extraction point having captured the enemy leader intact.
The instructors got good feedback during the
course debrief. In general, everyone’s favourite
aspect of the course was the principle of ‘freedom of
action’, whereby a recce detachment or platoon
commander can conduct his operations free of a lot
of the normal restrictions imposed on commanders,
such as boundaries or route selection. From an
exercise point of view, this means that they have
total freedom on how to plan and execute their mission. In addition the instructors don’t follow them in
on the patrol itself, which adds to the realism. The
only parts assessed are the orders, the patrol report,
and the debrief.
The students all agreed that completing the
Basic Recce Course made them more confident soldiers and they listed off all the military skills they
are now expert at, such as navigation, observation,
patrolling, field craft etc.
With the increasing emphasis on intelligence,
surveillance, target acquisition and recce (ISTAR)
within the army, infantry close recce is more important than ever and you are likely to see a lot more
courses being run. Anyone who enjoys soldiering
would love the Basic Recce Course: so keep an eye
on your company notice board!■
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2/Lt Beatty (3 Inf Bn)
“I learned a lot about field craft and moving at
night. We were shown how to get extremely close
to an enemy position and observe them with out
being seen. Some of us learned the hard way just
how close we should get! We were told what information to look for and how to prepare briefs and
reports for the battalion commander based on
what we had seen.
“I found the ‘Sophie’ thermal imager to be a
priceless piece of kit. Using it, we were able to
observe enemy positions and movement from over
a kilometre away on the final exercise.”

PREPARATION
If you are hoping to complete a Basic Recce
Course in the near future it is recommended that
you get comfortable running with 45lbs (not including water or helmet) in combats and CEMO as this
is the weight you will carry for all night navigation
exercises, which are between 6kms and 10kms
long. Get involved with orienteering and hill walking (with weight) in your unit as this will improve
navigation and stamina.
You should also read up on patrolling, map
reading, support weapons’ characteristics and the
orders format.
If you are a bit rusty with the SINCGARS contact a member of your signals platoon for some
refresher training. In addition, you should practice
using the prismatic compass and all pieces of
NVE available in your unit.
Finally, make sure your personal admin is at the
highest standard and bring everything listed on
the joining instructions.
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approach to e-learning in the Reserve
Defence Forces centres on what is
termed a ‘blended
learning’ solution.
Blended learning
offers the opportunity to integrate the
innovative and technological advances
offered by online
learning with the
interaction and participation offered in
the best of traditional practice.
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he landscape of military education is changing
radically as armed forces around the world
realign themselves against the new realities of
security and stability in the 21st century – often
in ways not easily visible to the general public. In all
of this, the notion of ‘military transformation’ is
never far from the surface. Military transformation is
a dynamic process. It draws in principles like flexibility, sustainability, effectiveness and (most of all)
interoperability. And indeed this is partly why these
ideas have become central to recent, high-level discussion around military training and education here
in Ireland.
However, the transformation agenda is also
something that has immediate and very real practical implications at an operational level.
Transformation requires education and training on a
previously unheard of scale, across all elements of a
nation’s military forces, and there are less resources
available than is even remotely ideal to provide this.
That is what makes the recent and ongoing work of
the Reserve Defence Forces Training Authority
(RDFTA) in relation to e-learning both interesting
and illustrative.
The RDFTA has the mission of overseeing the
strategic development of Reserve training. As part
of the RDF Review Implementation Plan, the
Reserve is required to up-skill quite radically across

T

Distance
Learning
in the RDF
By Conor Gavin, John Lally and Michael Bergin
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a range of military areas and over a limited timescale.
Drawing on the report of an RDF working group setup to consider if a meaningful ‘distance’ element
could be built into RDF training, a distance learning
(DL) section has been established within the
Authority. The DL Section is tasked with researching
and designing e-learning material suitable for the
Reserve Defence Forces, and developing an appropriate methodology for making high-quality training
available around these materials. The section is currently involved in a number of training, and training
materials, initiatives. These deal mainly with
addressing the learning objectives, technical considerations, intended audience, the user interface and
risk management considerations of the new training
modality. But in more concrete terms the DL Section
has also produced pilot CD-ROMs to support learning and instruction on two courses – the 1st and 2nd
RDF Young Officers courses. In addition, work is well
advanced on an RDF web-presence – a virtual meeting place/communications hub that will enable the
effective provision of asynchronous training for RDF
members.
Currently, the broad approach to e-learning in the
Reserve Defence Forces centres on what is termed a
‘blended learning’ solution. Blended learning offers
the opportunity to integrate the innovative and technological advances offered by online learning with
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the interaction and participation offered in the best
of traditional practice. Or, put simply, students are
offered the ability to study a considerable amount of
the course materials in a place and time of their
choosing, using e-learning. This is then reinforced
through regular face-to-face training days where the
materials are consolidated through practical exercises under expert tuition.
This type of learning solution has a number of
benefits for the Reserve Defence Forces, principally:
• greater numbers of RDF personnel can be reached
on a more regular basis;
• content is consistent over the course and in line
with current doctrine;
• there is an inbuilt flexibility that allow self-paced
study at a time best suited to the student;
• e-learning provides a mode of education and training already familiar to a growing number of RDF
personnel – either through their third-level experience or work setting.
The longer term agenda for RDF DL is an ambitious one but every journey begins with the first step
and so the current round of DL courses uses CDROMs as the preferred media as opposed to being
totally on-line/web-based courses. This choice was
based on a number of reasons but primarily came
down to timescale and cost. Early indications are

that the decision to go with this option was a good
one: feedback from the pilot courses confirms the
value of having easy ‘anytime’ access to intended
course materials. In addition, the course resources
were relatively cheap and easy to produce.
Essentially, the e-learning element provides exposure to the basics of a course so that subsequent
full-time training can be better spent rehearsing and
extending student capability. The recent RDF Infantry
Young Officers course provides a good example. In
fact, it offers a useful template for other Reserve
Defence Force career courses such as the Potential
NCO, Standard NCO and Potential Officer courses.
The RDFTA has been operation only since
October 2005 but has already come a very considerable distance in terms of the ground-clearing and
developmental work across the full range of its brief.
The DL Section agenda supports this work of transformation through the development of leading-edge
ADL (Advanced Distributed Learning) training and
education for the RDF. Over the coming months and
years we see the following as our main priorities:
• to support the Defence Forces strategic commitment to PDF/RDF integration and interoperability;
• to develop and promote a Reserve Defence Forces
web-presence that will provide access to quality
training material, course support and information
on matters of general interest to personnel of the
RDF;
• to design and develop leading-edge ADL training
for RDF Officers and NCOs;
• to remain abreast of developments in ADL practice in other military organisations such as
NATO/PfP, the United Nations, and within the context of the European Union. It will also ensure its
familiarity with international best practice available in the private and public sectors.

DISTANCE LEARNING
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The Distance Learning Section is already working
to develop practical applications of these strategic
goals. We are also working on developing capability
to sustain our mission. Consequently, the Defence
Forces and the RDFTA has invested in three specific
measures to move the RDFTA DL Section forward.
Firstly, it has sponsored one of the four students currently studying on a two-year programme with the
National College of Ireland for the award of an MSc
in Learning Technologies. (The information and skills
developed on this course are already being used to
guide the development of future ADL strategies for
the RDF and the Defence Forces as a whole.)
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The RDFTA has
supported the
development of a
pilot site that
utilises current
technology. This
offers a secure but
easily manipulated
content management system
marked by no need
on the user’s part
to learn complicated HTML or
coding skills.
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Secondly, The Defence Forces sponsored two members of the DL Section to attend a recent conference
in London on Military e-Learning and Simulation.
This helped acquaint the RDF with best international
practices from a military perspective and informed
us of the progress being made in other countries.
Thirdly, the RDFTA has initiated provisional contact
with two leading national centres of education and
training – WIT (Waterford) and UCD – to discuss
and investigate the provision of instructor and materials developer training. This will bring the RDF online instruction methods and ADL approaches into
line with best practice nationally and internationally
if approved.
The development and maintenance of the Reserve
Defence Forces area of the www.military.ie website
is also a priority for the DL Section. The RDFTA has
supported the development of a pilot site that utilises current technology. This offers a secure but easily
manipulated content management system marked by
no need on the user’s part to learn complicated
HTML or coding skills. In addition, the content management of the system is built around password-protected databases where various levels of user security can be implemented as required. This ensures
that content can be created and uploaded to the site
but will not be available for public viewing until it has
been approved by a member of the Training Authority.
The ability to develop and administer pages in this
fashion greatly outperforms the current method of
maintaining the RDF area of www.military.ie .

In its pilot format, the RDF website comprises three
areas:
• General Recruitment – Developed and maintained
by RDFTA staff. This area offers generic recruitment information, such as rates of pay and advantages/disadvantages for potential members, etc.
• Brigade/Naval Service information – Developed
and maintained by a webmaster from each
brigade/Naval Service. This portion of the site will
highlight information and issues relevant to individual formations and can (as required) be developed
down to company level, allowing contact information and specific recruitment information to be
accessed. All pages in these areas are to be developed by brigade webmasters and then managed by
RDFTA staff.
• Learning Management System – This area will in
time form the backbone of all RDF ADL activity. At
present the area is in the early stages of development. It has been designed and branded to suit the
needs of the RDF and so offers an attractive layout
and design. Pilot users can view course material;
maintain a calendar of upcoming events (training
weekends, assignment due dates etc.); participate
in online discussions (notice boards and chat); take
online quizzes and tests, and receive important
feedback and updates from course instructors. In
addition, this area also hosts a simulator of the
81mm mortar plotter that has been developed and
tested using the new Learning Management
System. This simulator offers users the ability to
develop or maintain the necessary skills to competently operate the plotter. It is likely to be the first of
many such offerings.
We are at an interesting point in the development of a
new military vision for the Reserve Defence Forces. In
the words of the Chief of Staff: “We are moving
towards a different ‘contingent based capability’, which
has its basis in transforming and developing greater
operational capability in keeping with the White Paper
on Defence 2000, the Department of Defence Strategy
Statement 2005-2007 and the Defence Forces Strategy
Statement 2005-2007.” The Reserve Defence Forces
have an integral role to play in this and a significant
contribution to make to its success. Key to this contribution is the ability to design, develop and deliver leading-edge training and military education.
The Distance Learning Section of the RDFTA is
working on combining modern technology and sound
pedagogical approaches to RDF training and development. We seek to help ensure RDF members can meet
the requirements placed upon them in the new integrated and non-integrated Reserve Defence Force.
Our solution to the requirement for additional training
takes account of the voluntary nature of Reserve
Defence Force service. We are working towards providing worthwhile e-learning options on appropriate
elements of military courses, enabling military studies
to be conducted at a time and place of the members’
choosing, and on providing a world-class learning
management environment to support the Authority in
its mission. We are also working to provide the infrastructure that supports the development of this new
learning environment. We expect that the new RDF
website will be generally available by the end of this
current year and the RDFTA LMS will be fully operational by the summer of 2007. Meanwhile we are continuing to develop strategic capability across the
training and military education area. What has been
achieved to date is only the beginning.■
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10K RACE
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An Cosantóir 10k
nWednesday October 5th over 650 competitors
participated in the An Cosantóir Annual 10k race
and fun run in Phoenix Park. Men and women
from every brigade and service of the Defence
Forces left their uniforms behind and put on their
running shoes.
Some of the participants put the fun before the
run. Jamesy Hempsey, an old regular of the race,
donned a top hat and tails while another cycled the
course wearing their ‘Our Lady’s Hospital for Sick
Children’ t-shirts to raise money for, and awareness
of, this very worthy charity.
At 12.15 the walkers started the 5k-walk. By 12.30
the Blocks were off running and at 13.30 the main race
was underway.
As the block entrants crossed the finish line the
race organisers were busy calculating the times.
After all the blocks had finished and every second
counted the block from B Coy, 5 Inf Bn, were
revealed as winners. 5 Inf Bn is only the second
battalion to win the 10k block race which has been
dominated by USAC, Cadet School and the ARW.
The excitement wasn’t over, however, and

O

spectators began to gather at the finish line with
tense anticipation to see who would cross the finish
line first. Pte Noel Kelly, (4 Fd Eng Coy) crossed the
finish line in a time of 31.22mins becoming the individual winner of the 2006 10k race. Second across
the finish line was Pte Paul Buckley and close
behind him was Pte Derek Greene both 6 Inf Bn.
The first female to cross the finish line was Pte
Sinead O’Donnell (1 Cn Cois – 43.15mins), followed
by Cpl Arlene O’Neill (65 Res Inf Bn), who was followed by Cpl Sandra Murphy (CSSC).
In all there were 12 teams competing in the team
category, with each team consisting of six runners of
any gender, age or category. Again it was back to the
calculators for the organisers as they started to trawl
through the individual times of each of the teams’
members. When the sums were done the winning
team was from 28 Inf Bn, led by team captain Sgt
Michael Hannon. In second place were USAC,
followed by 1 Cn Cois.
It was a great day for the Reserve Defence Forces
with a good turnout of competitors. 33 Res Inf Bn
walked away with the coveted RDF Block Winners
pennant again this year.
A full list of all results and runners’ finishing
times are included in this month’s Connect.
It was a very enjoyable day for all involved, and
everyone involved is already looking forward to next
year’s race. Why not make a note in your 2007 diary
(now available on order from An Cosantóir office!)
to start training as an individual, team, or block, for
next year’s race.■
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In April 2004 the Flying Training School
(FTS) squadron of the Air Corps College
received delivery of the first two of eight
Pilatus PC-9M (military) training aircraft.
Since then, it has been a steep
learning curve for the squadron
as it introduced one of the most advanced
training aircraft in the world to the
Defence Forces, an aircraft type that is
used by the some of the most powerful
Air forces, including the USAF and RAAF.

REACH
for the
SKY
By Capt Derek Furniss
(Chief Flying Instructor,
Flying Training School)

he he Pilatus PC-9M was purchased to
replace the Marchetti Sf260We and the
Fouga Magister CM170, formally of
Light Strike Squadron. It is also worth
noting that the PC-9M can be adapted to
more that just basic flying training (BFT).
Since the introduction of the aircraft, in
addition to conducting two cadet wings
courses, the aircraft has been used for
three aircraft type conversion courses, a
Young Officers course, two military flight
instructors courses, three air to ground
weaponeering courses, two Qualified
Weapon Instructors courses and a Basic
Fighter Manoeuvres (BFM) courses.
The last two years have been very challenging and demanding for the seven QFI's
(Qualified Flight Instructors) and technical
staff in the squadron. In addition to a
change in aircraft, FTS oversaw the completion of new pilot documentation package for
this platform including; pilots check list
(normal and emergency), weapons checklist, phase and sortie briefs for BFT and
weapons training, sortie objectives and
requirement manual, aircraft technical
briefs, a student pilot training manual, an
instructor manual, a qualified
weapons instructors manual, an
Air Tactics manual and a survival
and rescue Manual, while at the
same time drafting a new flying
syllabus and integrated training
plan. This syllabus was designed
and tailored to the strengths of
the PC-9M, reflecting a new
ethos in military flying training for the Defence Forces.
Other factors to be considered when designing the syllabus were the ergonomics of
the PC-9M cockpit. The primary
difference between the PC-9M
and the Marchetti is the seating
position of the instructor and the student. In
the Marchetti, both crew sat side by side
while in the PC-9M the crew sit in tandem.
In the PC-9M the student is seated approximately seven feet in front of the instructor.
This basically means that both crew are in
different cockpits, essentially on their own.
Imagine trying to teach any student from a
separate cockpit where you cannot see what
the student's hands and feet are doing and
where they are looking. In the PC-9M the
QFI can only use verbal instruction techniques. This limitation contravenes basic
principles of instruction where eye contact,
gestures and body language play an enormous role in imparting information. The
instructor relies entirely on clear, precise
and concise verbal instructions. To help
overcome this obstacle, a flight simulator is
included in the training cycle in addition to
state of the art computer based training on
the aircraft systems. The computer-basedtraining introduces the student to the aircraft and all of its systems, parts and components. Before flying the aircraft the student completes 40hrs of computer-basedtraining and then six hours of training in
basic procedures and emergencies in the
simulator. In addition to this training, extra
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survival training is required as a consequence of the ejection seat on board. The
ejection seat and its implication with regard
to survival is also a new departure for FTS
and it requires a significant amount of training in order to maximise survivability after
ejection, this training takes about a month.
The student is now ready to begin learning
how to fly.
The first class to be instructed on the
PC-9M was the 24th Air-Corps Cadet Class
who commenced flying the aircraft in
March 2005. The class graduated with commission and military wings in March 2006
after 200 hours of flying training on the PC9M and 750 hours of ground school aeronautical studies. During the wings course,
the cadet pilot learns to fly the aircraft at
an elementary level for the first fifty hours
of flying. This includes everything from how
to taxi the aircraft on the ground, to learning how to fly straight and level, to making
a landing and fly aerobatic manoeuvres.
After the first solo (cadet pilot on his own)
and an elementary handling test, the student progresses to the basic phase of flying where they learn instrument flying (flying in cloud), navigation (using an aeronautical tactical map), night flying and formation flying. Each of these disciplines has
changed considerably from Marchetti training due to the performance and jet like
cockpit of the PC-9M. For example, the
speed of the aircraft has allowed instruction in navigation be increased from 150kts
(280km/hr) in the Marchetti to 240kts
(450km/hr). The avionics navigation and
flight instrumentation suite on board the
PC-9M (all displays on miniature LCD
screens) has resulted in an increase in students capacity in situational awareness
during all phases of flying, particularly
instrument flying which has allowed
instruction in this discipline to be expanded from 10,000ft (3050metres) to 25,000ft
(7600metres). Flying to multiple airfields,
within the island, in less than one hour is
now a possibility due to the speed and flexibility of the aircraft. All of this has
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significantly enhanced the level of experience that a student accumulates during the
basic flying 'training pipeline', resulting in
more competent pilots for Air Corps operational units. Currently the 25th, 26th and
27th Air Corps Classes are in the 'training
pipeline' with the 25th class scheduled to
graduate with commission and military
wings in March 2007.
In the meantime, the instructor cadre of
the squadron has been involved in exploring the envelope of the aircraft. Another
major leap forward for the Air-Corps was
the fitting of the weapons system to the aircraft. After extensive testing of the aircraft
with the Austrian Air Force, weaponeering
commenced within Ireland in December
2004. The PC-9 can be fitted with two
12.8mm machine guns and two seven-tube
70mm rocket pods. The real strength of this
aircraft is a combination of the weapons
and the sighting system. The sighting system on board is delivered through a Head
Up Display (HUD), as seen on most modern combat aircraft and the PC-9 HUD is a
replica of an F-16 HUD. In the air to ground
role it has proven itself as an extremely
accurate weapons system which could be
used in numerous roles against soft and
semi-armoured targets and is ideal for
close air support of ground based troops.
The first weaponeering course was conducted by Ibis Flight Test, a formation of exRoyal Air Force Harrier pilots with years of
instructional and combat experience. In
March 2005 the same company conducted a
qualified weapons instructor's course for
the Defence Forces. During this course,
instructors learned how to teach
weaponeering on the Air weapons range in
Gormanston, and also how to conduct air to
ground tactical offensive operations. FTS
was now self sufficient in weapons instruction but was also beginning to initiate a
capability within the Air-Corps to conduct
Air-to-Ground operations.

This has since allowed the PC-9 participate in numerous exercises within the
Defence Forces as the aircraft acts as an
aggressor or in support of ground troops in
the role of close air support at a level which
provides realistic simulation of a live environment. In terms of tactical training, the
next step was completed recently as the
Qualified Weapons Instructors of the
squadron completed a course in Basic
Fighter Manoeuvres (BFM). The PC-9 can
also perform in a limited capacity in an airto-air role. BFM allows a pilot conduct a
basic intercept of another aircraft for the
purpose of identification, escorting, shepherding or engaging it with weapons. The
next phase would include further intercept
training and air-to-air firing. The aim of this
combat and tactical training is to allow
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pilots within the squadron fly the aircraft to
its maximum capability in an operational
role or indeed in a simulated role during
exercises.
Another role of FTS is to provide flying
instructional training to pilots within the
Air-Corps. Between March and September
of this year, the 33rd Flight Instructors
course was run for four pilots. This was the
second such course on the PC-9M and
already two of these pilots have been
involved in student pilot training with the
25th Air-Corps Cadet Class who commenced the flying phase of their wings
course earlier this year.
One of the highlights of the year so far
was the achievement of training eight
pilots from the Mexican Air Force on our
PC-9's in FTS. The Mexican Air Force is in
the process of procuring PC-9's to be
employed in an operational capacity in
Mexico. As Pilatus was unable to conduct
this training, the Air-Corps was called on
to run what is known as a “type conversion” course for the pilots. During this
course in September, all eight pilots were
instructed on the PC-9 culminating in the
rating of the Mexican pilots on the aircraft.

Finally, one of the more high profile
roles carried out by FTS is our participation in airshows. With an impressive formation aerobatic capability the PC-9M is currently used in national aerobatic display
teams all over the world, as solo or team
displays. The Air Corps have participated
in airshows at Salthill, Abbeyshrule, Bray,
Newtownards, Portrush, RAF Farnborough,
RAF Leuchars, RAF Lyton-on-Ouse, RAF
Valley and at BAF (Belgian Air Force)
Beauvechain and in BAF Koksyde. This has
been in addition to numerous numbers of
flyovers in high profile events and parades
including the Ryder Cup opening ceremony.
The past two years have overseen the
acceleration of the Flying Training School
to a multitasked squadron equipped with
some of the most modern and up to date
hardware and software in the world. What is
extraordinary about the PC-9 after so much
exposure to an enormous range flying capabilities is that one still gets the feeling this
aircraft has even more to offer not only to
FTS but also to the Defence Forces.■

Earlier this year, the Air Corps entered
into a Service Level Agreement with
Pilatus in the form of a 'Power By The
Hour' (PBTH) contract. PBTH gives the
Air Corps preferential access to spare
parts for a limited number of flying hours,
and facilitates the Air Corps and Pilatus
to work together in the spirit of partnership to improve the serviceability of the
aircraft. Air Corps personnel carry out all
the maintenance on the aircraft, and
under the terms of the agreement, are provided with technical training at regular
intervals - recently personnel underwent
Ejection Seat Maintenance training here
in Baldonnel. As maintenance personnel
are becoming more familiar with the aircraft, the downtime for completion of
150hr and 300hr/annual inspections is
decreasing. As part of the contract, a
Pilatus Field Service Engineer is assigned
to the aircraft here in Baldonnel; he works
closely with all technical personnel, and is
able to call on a wealth of experience to
provide advice on tackling serviceability
issues.To date there has been some
unscheduled maintenance issues with the
aircraft, but the response from the system
in place has been good, and fleet serviceability is steadily improving.
Capt Bryan McGetrick (AE Officer, FTS)
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The Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism Mr John
O’Donoghue TD, opened the first Irish Military
Exhibition in Collins Bks, Dublin, on Thursday October
5th 2006. The exhibition entitled ‘Soldiers and Chiefs:
The Irish at home and abroad since 1550’ is the first
of its kind in Ireland and is located in a newly built
three-storey wing. In this article Mr Lar Joye, (Curator
National Museum) tells us about the exhibition….

A Vampire jet and a Panard
APC are just some of the
exhibits on display.

Soldiers
and Chiefs
18
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For in far foreign fields
from Dunkirk to Belgrade,
Lie the soldiers and chiefs
of the Irish Brigade
Thomas Davis
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hese lines evoke the fates of the Wild Geese,
men who left Ireland to seek her freedom overseas. In fact there have been many Irish brigades,
fighting around the world in different armies. At
home Ireland has experienced war and peace, suppression and independence, conflict and calm. On
5th October the National Museum of Ireland opened
a major new exhibition in Collins Barracks, using
original artefacts, letters, replicas and interactives to
show how soldiering and war have affected the lives
of Irish people.
There are three main themes in the exhibition,
Irish soldiers at home, Irish soldiers abroad; and
Irish soldiers in the 20th century; which are explored
through the eyes of the average Irish soldier and of
civilians caught up in war and conflict here in Ireland.
The extensive collection of military artefacts,
loans and recent donations includes the flag of the
Dillon Regiment that fought at the Battle of Fontenoy
in 1745; the first awarded Victoria Cross of Ensign
Lucas; the sword of Myles Keogh, who was born in
Co Carlow and died at the Battle of Little Bighorn
with General Custer; the hat of Major General
Patrick Cleburne, who fought with the Confederate
army during the American Civil War; Christmas
cards and chocolate boxes from the trenches of
WWI; the hat Padraig Pearse wore during the 1916
Rising; the flag of the Irish Republic from 1916; and a
child's gas mask from the 1940s.
Objects are at the heart of this exhibition and
material has been sourced from museums all over the
world, including, from the UK, the National Army
Museum in London; the Maritime Museum,
Greenwich; Royal Armouries in Leeds; and, from the
United States, the Tennessee State Museum; the
Gene Autrey Museum; as well as the Museum of
Confederacy, Parks, Canada, and the Military Museum
inVienna. While the exhibition is about the military
history of Ireland, the museum has broadened its
approach to look at the economic and social aspects
of war: why soldiers join armies; women and families
at war; and the personal experience soldiers have had
of war and conflict. This 1700 sq m permanent exhibition has eight exhibition galleries, including the newly
built 'Irish Soldiers in the 20th Century' gallery.

T

Above: A Ford armoured car, which
saw service in the Congo.
Below: Armn Billy Galligan’s photo
shows (l-r): Dr John O’Mahony SC
(Chair of Board National Museum), Mr
John O’Donoghue (Minister for Arts,
Sports and Tourism), Lt Gen Jim
Sreenan (Chief of Staff) and Dr Patrick
F Wallace (Director of National
Museum) at the opening.

MILITARY HERITAGE
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• The 'British Garrison in Ireland' gallery looks at
the history of Collins Barracks and the role of the
British Army in Ireland.
• The 'Warfare in Ireland' gallery reviews all the
major rebellions from 1590 to 1798; covering many
of the battles of this period, including the battle of
Yellow Ford and the Boyne.
Left: A manequin of an Irish soldier
in modern peacekeeping uniform.
Below: A Bren carrier used
during The Emergency.
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On behalf of the
museum we would like
to thank the following
people in particular for
the assistance and
help over the last
two years.
MUSEUM LIAISON
Maj Gen D Earley
Col R Fitzgerald
Comdt D Harvey
Sgt Maj J Morris
Sgt S Devlin
Ordnance Corps
Comdt Devaney
Comdt J O’Neill
Comdt D Rasmussen
Coy Sgt J Rothwell
Sgt O Doyle
Sgt D O’Shea
Sgt R Delaney (special
thanks)
Sgt J O’Neill
Sgt E Keogh
Cpl W Moran
Cpl B Davis
Pte D Fitzgerald
Air Corps
Col l Fry
Comdt M Moran
Capt B McGetrick
Flt Sgt J Brennan
Flt Sgt D Kenny
Flt Sgt JJ O’Neil
Sgt W Eakins
Sgt G Blake
Sgt P Buckley
Sgt A Graham
Cpl E O’Donnell
Cpl K Mulholland
Cpl F Lynch
Cpl D Morrissey
Armn K Milne
Armn G Cash
Artillery Corps
Col P Allen
Lt Col E Fogarty
Sgt Maj J Morris
BQMS D Doonan
Sgt C Daly
Sgt F Carr
Sgt G Worth
Sgt Gould
Cpl M Carroll
Cpl P Carroll
Cavalry Corps
Col S McCann
Comdt P Cotter
Comdt J Fitzgerald
Sqn Sgt J O’Brien
Sgt J Guinan
Cpl J Doyle
Tpr T Hennessy
Mr T Carey
Mr J Lambe
Mr R Walsh
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Miss Siobhan Pierce
(Curator), Comdt Dan
Harvey and Mr Lar
Joye (Curator).

• The 'Wild Geese' gallery examines the role of
Irish soldiers in France, Spain and Austria. The
centrepiece of this room is an interactive explaining the role of the Irish Brigade at the Battle of
Fontenoy on May 11th 1745.
• 'The Irish in the American Civil War' looks at
Irish soldiers who fought in Confederate and
Union armies, as well as examining the Fenian
invasion of Canada in 1866. Also on display is the
uniform of Col Ferguson from Co Antrim who
fought with General Bolivar in South America in
the 1820s.
• In 'The Irish in British Service' we discuss the
14 Irish Regiments of the British Army, including
the wars they fought, such as the Peninsular War,
the Crimean War and the Boer War.
• In Gallery 5 the tumultuous ten years of Irish history from 1914 to 1924 are dealt with. This exhibition
examines this period year by year, telling the story
of Irish soldiers who fought for the British Army in
World War One and those who fought in the 1916
Rising followed by the War of Independence and
the Civil War.
Downstairs in Galleries 7 and 8 in the new threestorey, purpose-built exhibition space the history of the
Irish Defence Forces is examined. A Landsvark tank
from 1930s, Miles Magister and Vampire T55 planes,
Panhard armoured personnel carriers, and a Ford
Armoured Car Mark VI are all displayed with objects in
the museum's collection, to tell the stories of the Irish
soldiers who flew, drove and serviced these vehicles in
Ireland and on UN peacekeeping duty.
The National Museum of Ireland has worked
closely with the Irish Defence Forces over the last
two years on this project. Indeed, the Defence Forces
have lent 20% of the objects on display, and in particular all the large objects. These are on loan to the
museum for ten years and have been beautifully
restored by technicians in the ordnance, cavalry and
artillery corps.
'Soldiers and Chiefs' will run as a permanent exhibition at the National Museum of Ireland, Collins
Barracks, Dublin 7, and is open from 10am to 5pm,
Tuesday to Saturday, and from 2pm to 5pm on
Sundays. It is closed Mondays and Bank Holidays.
ADMISSION to all exhibitions at The National
Museum is FREE OF CHARGE.■
Oct ober 2006

69th New York Regiment World War One Recruiting Poster
The 69th Regiment was formed in 1851 and became famous
for its exploits in the American Civil War. Initially commanded
by Colonel Michael Corcoran, it fought at the first major battle
of the war, Bull Run. It became the 1st Regiment of Brigadier
General Thomas Francis Meagher’s renowned Irish Brigade,
fighting at most of the major battles between 1861 and 1865,
such as Antietam, Fredericksburg and Gettysburg. As can be
seen from the recruiting poster, the Regiment was still predominantly Irish in World War One. Fighting in many of the
crucial battles in France in 1918, including the Marne, St.
Mihiel and Argonne, they sustained heavy casualties. Once
again, in Word War Two, the Regiment fought in the Pacific
and saw action at such notorious locations as Saipan and
Okinawa. The Regiment survives today in its traditional form
as a National Guard unit, and continues to maintain strong
links with Ireland, which include leading the St. Patrick’s Day
Parade in New York each year.
Hat of Commandant General Padraig Pearse
The Irish Volunteer Hat worn by Comdt. General P.H. Pearse
when he surrendered to the British on April 29th 1916, and
again on the morning of his death. It was donated by Mr.
Eamonn deValera. Born on 10th November 1879, Pearse founded St. Enda’s College in 1908 to provide a medium for children
to learn about both the Irish language and culture. Following
this, he played a key role in the planning and organisation of
the 1916 Easter
Rising, of which
he became the
leader. Setting
up his
Headquarters in
the GPO during
Easter Week, he
was subsequently executed for
his part in the
insurrection.
Colonel William Ferguson Uniform
Perhaps one of the least known aspects of Irish involvement
in foreign wars is the contribution made to the South
American wars of liberation. Colonel Ferguson is a fine example of the huge numbers of Irishmen who volunteered to fight
there in the first quarter of the 19th Century. Ferguson fought
with Simon Bolivar, known as the ‘Liberator’. Bolivar liberated
Panama, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru and Venezuela from
Spanish rule, as well as having a new Country, Bolivia, named
in his honour. Colonel Ferguson quickly identified with the
ideals that Bolivar represented, as he was willing to lay down
his life for him. Ferguson died defending the door to Bolivar’s
chamber during an assassination attempt. The Museum also
holds Ferguson’s letters and diary in the Collections.
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Main pic: A/Sea’s Shelley Lynch
and Conor McCrory.
Inset: LÉ Niamh.

OPERATION
TOOMBERLAND
By Cadet Brendan Curtin (45th NS Cadet Class)

rom the June 12th-16th 2006 the Naval Service
carried out its annual exercises off the South West
coast. The seven ships involved in the exercises
were formed in to task group ‘06.06’, with LÉ Roisín
the only unit excluded, due to an overseas deployment.
As a junior cadet on board LÉ Emer (P21) I was
well aware that this period was going to be both
physically and mentally demanding, but would also
prove to be a great opportunity for both myself and
the other cadets in my class to learn and practice
naval evolutions, such as towing and replenishment
at sea (RAS).
As I has served as an able seaman on the Emer
and was involved in last year’s exercises, I was
constantly quizzed by my classmates about the
scenario-based exercise, Operation
‘Toomberland’. This operation was eagerly awaited

F

and proved to be a great challenge.
Day One began with all units taking part in fleetwork exercises, where the task group was manoeuvred into different formations for the purpose of
exercising the Officers of the Watch (OOWs) in providing different types of defence for the task group.
With the group positioned south of Kinsale the
towing exercises began. Our task in this evolution
was to tow LÉ Aisling and all cadets were involved in
setting up the towing hawser prior to the tow. My job
on the afterdeck was to assist the seamen in recovering the towing hawser once the tow had been completed. This is done by connecting the recovery line to
the towing hawser by a shackle, with the line being
placed around a pulley block and onto the capstan.
With the towing exercise safely completed it was
time for lunch and preparations began for a surface
AN COSANTÓIR
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shoot in the Delta 13 firing zone off the Old Head of
Kinsale. As the gun crews and bridge safety team
were carrying out the prefiring brief, the Gunnery
Officer, S/Lt Diarmuid O’Donovan, was informed of
the cancellation of the shoot as a clear range could
not be guaranteed due to poor visibility. This was disappointing as everyone was geared up and ready to
go; but our chance would come again.
The task group proceeded to anchor in Bullen’s
Bay where a conference was held on board LE Eithne
(P31) for all unit commanding officers and umpires.
The second day began with more fleetwork, which
was followed by a RAS, where we again worked with
Aisling.
The RAS is one of the more dangerous deck evolutions as two ships are operating in close proximity
to each other and in effect are tied together as they
steam along. During this exercise the Executive
Officer, in our case Lt Roberta O’Brien, is the person
in charge and is responsible for completing the evolution safely. The Bosun, in our case PO/Sea John

on the Sea Rider, with the responsibility of getting
the boarding party safely on board the ‘suspect’ vessel as quickly as possible. With this completed the
task group anchored in Bullen’s Bay for the night,
allowing the ships’ companies to prepare for another
busy day.
As DayThree began all thoughts were on the port
and starboard watches and Operation ‘Toomberland’.
But before this began the very important damage control and fire fighting (DCFF) exercise was carried out
with the added element of medical casualty evacuation.
LÉ Emer was paired with LÉ Ciara for this exercise, with
each unit sending a DCFF party with salvage pump and
an SBA (sick berth attendant) to the other ship.
Finally Operation ‘Toomberland’ commenced
after an information briefing for the ships’ captains
on board LÉ Eithne. The ships’ companies had
already started the port and starboard watch system by this stage. This divides the ship’s crew into
two and allows the ship to operate at a raised level
of security and effectiveness for extended periods

Above:
Target Practise Tracer
rounds for Eithne’s secondary arm (20mm
Rhienmetall)
Right:
The RAS between Eithne
and Niamh.
Below:
57mm High Explosive
rounds for Eithne’s main
armnament

Gibson, is in charge of setting up the deck for all
deck evolutions.
All cadets were again involved during the RAS. I
was posted as a sentry, with a lifebuoy in case a
member of the RAS party was to fall overboard. The
remaining cadets manned the inhaul line, which is
used to pull the travelling block from the other ship.
Once the transfer of equipment was completed, the
jackstay was disconnected from LE Aisling and the
two ships pulled away. With the evolution completed
without a hitch it was time for lunch and preparations
for the anti-aircraft shoot.
After lunch I was informed by L/Gun Dermot
Halpin that I was required to carry out the duties of
No 3 in the Bofors 40/L70 main armament crew. I was
more than happy with this as I am SG III qualified
and had served eight months as gunner’s mate on LE
Emer.
With the prefiring brief complete, ‘Action
Stations’ was piped and the adrenaline started to
flow. The target was a drone towed by the Air Corps.
After a successful shoot another towing exercise
took place but we weren’t involved with that. The task
group then proceeded back to Bullen’s Bay.
Along the way the task group carried out an
armed boarding exercise. LE Emer’s armed boarding
team, consisting of two officers and a number of
NCOs and ratings was detailed to board LE Niamh
(P52). My involvement in the exercise was coxswain
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Crew of Eithne of the
Focsle with RAS line.

Commanding Officers
and Umpires.

Right:
LÉ Eithne’s Rheinmetall in
action.
O/S Cremin Optical Fire
Director on Eithne.
A/Sea Amy Healy being treated
during a casevac exercise.
Fr Des Campion blessing
LÉ Orla.
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compared to the normal three-watch system.
I was placed on the starboard watch and selected
as Sea Rider armed boarding coxswain for the duration of the operation. When the CO and the exercise
umpire arrived back on board after their briefing all
ships stood-by for a blessing of the fleet by Fr Des
Campion, Naval Service Chaplain. With this complete the task group weighed anchor and proceeded
to sea for ‘Toomberland’.
As the evening went by the exercise scenario
became clear. The task group was targeting an individual known as Mr Vanuf, chief of staff of the
Urbanian Republican Army (URA). It was believed
that Mr Vanuf had travelled through the independent
country of Toomberland recruiting heavily for the
URA. Mr Vanuf’s military HQ was based in a presidential palace on an island close to the mainland
(Bere Island was used in this part). The waters surrounding the island and the bay where it was located
(Bantry Bay) had been mined, leaving only a narrow
mapped access channel.

That night while patrolling with the task group at
the entrance to Bantry bay, LÉ Emer, was tasked by
the OTC (Officer in Tactical Command), Cdr Mark
Mellet, to provide an armed boarding party, to board
the mine-layer (played by the Oysterbank) and
detain Cdr Randy Noble. Our unit was also charged
with charting the mined area around the island.
While this was being carried out, ARW personnel
were to storm Vanuf’s compound and release the
hostages taken by the URA.
As Sea Rider coxswain this was a very exciting
mission as it involved the navigation and boarding
being done in total darkness and at high speed. As
our two Sea Riders left LÉ Emer and set off across
Bantry Bay in search of the mine layer the mood on
board was confident and professional. As we sped
through the bay at 25kts, we received information that
the vessel was just off Roancarrig lighthouse, heading in the Bantry direction. With this information I
took a bearing of the vessel and closed it at speed.
As I came alongside the vessel it was obvious
that we had arrived unnoticed, only being spotted
when the boarding party was onboard. The boarding
party quickly took control of the bridge and secured
Cdr Noble and the mine-layer’s charts. We had completed our mission exactly as planned, which gave a
great sense of pride and achievement to our unit.
Furthermore, we had saved Toomberland for another
year, at least!■
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ver the last number of years Defence Forces personnel have participated in inter-services adventure races along with members of the Fire
Service, Civil Defence, the Ambulance Service,
and the Police Service of Northern Ireland (PSNI).
We quickly realized that adventure racing is a sport
that encompasses many of the skills we strive to
acquire in the Defence Forces, such as overall physical stamina and strength, mountain and sea navigation, trekking, cycling, kayaking, abseiling, ascending
and traversing obstacles, determination, leadership,
logistics and planning, co-ordination and teamwork.
We felt this was a sport in which we not alone could
be but should be to the forefront of in this country.
This year a major adventure race festival was held
in Ireland entitled ‘Gaelforce’. It comprised ‘Gaelforce
6’ (the shorter event, aimed at newcomers, which
attracted over 160 participants) and ‘Gaelforce 12’
(the longer event for the serious competitor covering
260km, which attracted nine four-person mixed
teams). Gaelforce, which is supported by Bord Fáilte
to promote outdoor activities and adventure sports to
the public while highlighting the beautiful landscape
the West of Ireland has to offer, was the biggest
adventure race and festival ever to hit Ireland. We
decided to enter a team in the longer event.
After finishing third in an inter-services race in
Glengarriff we were keen to get organized for
‘Gaelforce 12’. The DFAA were again very supportive,
allowing us to enter as a Defence Forces team, thereby enabling us to use army logistics to facilitate us
during the event.
Unlike our opponents we were still fairly new to
the sport, particularly team events at this level, and
our expectations were realistically conservative.
However, we knew we were physically as good as any
of the other teams and I could sense every member of
our team had a strong desire to succeed. As an additional incentive we were very aware that we were representing the Defence Forces.
We knew the whole course before the event started and in typical military fashion we had all our maps
pre-marked according to the route book and laminated before the start.

O
That evening we
attended the
awards ceremony…
listened in disbelief
as the race’s chief
organizer, Gary
Thompsett, praised
our performance
and said he hoped
he would see us at
next year’s World
Championships in
Scotland. He said
that no military
team he had seen
in previous races
had ever seemed to
do well.

GAELFORCE
By Cpl Donncha Cuttriss
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The Team
Team composition is obviously very important, as the
team needs to have as good a balance of skills as
possible. There must be at least one female on each
team and we were lucky to have one of the strongest
girls on the adventure racing circuit in the country, Lt
Maeve O’Grady. Lt O’Grady was the most experienced member of our team, easily on a par physically
and mentally with the rest of us. Sgt Billy Coffey had
recently returned from completing his fourth ultra
marathon race in South America as part of the Race
the Planet series, finishing 6th overall and winning
his age group comfortably. The third member of our
team was Capt Cathal Keohane, a dedicated clubman
who would make a regular near daily trip to
Skibbereen from Cork for GAA training plus play a
game on the weekend. Cathal was physically very
strong, a good kayaker and competent with a map. I
was the fourth member of the team. I enjoyed the
longer events and the greater distance seemed to
suit me. I figured adventure racing was one big long
plod and I was good at plodding!
The Race
The race started Saturday morning with a 3km run in
half worn wetsuits to kayaks where we paddled 5kms
into the wind down Killary Harbour. We then trekked
over the steep Mweel Rea Mountains before descending and progressing speedily onto the first abseil
where a helicopter from Dream TV circled over us as
we ran along the bottom of the ridge. After the enjoyable abseil we trekked onto transition and the awaiting
bikes. We cycled along country roads and dirt tracks
sometimes having to carry the bikes across rough terrain. Night was approaching as we arrived at the bottom of Croagh Patrick, and dumping the bikes we
were one of only a few teams to trek to the summit
and not incur a 2-hour penalty. After a quick, dodgy
night descent we remounted our bikes, switched on
our lights, and biked to the finish in Wesport where
after more than 10 hours racing we lay in 2nd position
with Team Accelerate (British) ahead and Gobi
Paddlers (also British) just 4 mins behind us.
After regrouping logistically and digging into a big
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Above:
The team (l-r): Lt Maeve
O’Grady, Cpl Donncha Cuttriss,
Capt Cathal Keohane and Sgt
Billy Coffey.
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rain and we were tired and sore. We were due off in a
minute or two and Maeve was standing having her
last spoonfuls of a ration pack meal. Meanwhile, I was
stuffing a big spoonful of chicken noodles into
Cathal’s mouth as he crouched over putting on a
shoe, half laughing and mumbling something as he
gulped down the noodles and Billy was munching on a
bar and laughing too. During that time I could feel the
bond between us as a team.
The top three teams Accelerate, ourselves and
Gobi Paddlers came together on the trek at the first
checkpoint and the twelve of us moved along the ridge
together. We didn’t enjoy moving along at a handy
pace with our competitors on the last day of the race
and were keen to push on. Lt O’Grady instigated the
move at the perfect time and we quickly nudged our
way to the front on the difficult rocky terrain. As the
ground ahead became kinder Captain Keohane led
the troops at a lung-bursting pace up the mountain
like a military attack. The other two teams were
feed the race restarted at 8am with a 20km paddle
stretched out behind and this bold move may have
along Newport Bay. Not our strongest discipline, we assisted Gobi Paddlers in deciding not to continue
decided to drop a checkpoint and incur the one-hour upwards as instead they decided to take the 2-hour
penalty in favour of pushing on and avoiding the
penalty by missing the checkpoint, and descending to
westerly winds. Over four hours later it was good to
the bike leg, hoping we would take a long time to pick
be out of the kayaks and after a quick cycle to the
main transition at Mulranny Beach we were trekking up the checkpoint. We continued to move quickly and
descended to mount our bikes for the last time and
again. It was my first time on Achill Island and I got
to visit every corner of it on bike, foot or on rope. The pick up the remaining checkpoints on the final 28km
back to Westport.
scenery was splendid along the coast and we again
After finishing the race on the grounds of
dropped the bikes, this time at Keem Bay, before
Westport
House we were delighted that our last leg
trekking up Benmore and enjoying spectacular views
performance had enabled us to hold onto second
from the cliff tops. The ground was good and we
descended the mountain at a ferocious pace in under place overall and we celebrated with a euphoric team
hug and a bottle of champagne. We had finished a
10 minutes. Onto the rope stage, we abseiled in the
dark down the cliff as the waves crashed into the
mere 13 minutes ahead of the Gobi Paddlers with
rocks below and then we climbed back up using a
Team Accelerate winning the race.
jumar for assistance. We then remounted our bikes
That evening we attended the awards ceremony
for the 50km trip back and after several more hours
dinner wearing our Defence Forces tracksuits and lisof cycling and cries of “Are we there yet?” we arrived tened in disbelief as the race’s chief organiser, Gary
at the transition at Mulranny in the early hours of
Thompsett, praised our performance and said he
Monday morning. We again regrouped, devouring lots hoped he would see us at next year’s World
of pasta, and after spending more than 17 hours on
Championships in Scotland. He said that no military
the go we got some sleep before the last leg of the
team he had seen in previous races had ever seemed
race, which consisted of a trek over the Nephin Beg
to do well. He attributed this to the strict rank strucmountains followed by a bike ride through steep
ture employed by the military and the fact that team
country lanes around Westport.
members often will not question the team leader’s
After just a couple of hours’ sleep we were to
decisions. When things aren’t going so good and they
leave at 7.33am. We were getting our gear together,
eventually do question the leader anarchy prevails. He
talking about what we needed to be doing, filling
said he didn’t know what skills we had that enabled
water bottles, checking the map and cooking chickus to work so well together but we obviously had
en noodles for breakfast. It was the last day of the
great teamwork. I think this was a fair comment. As a
race, the final run in. We had already covered around
team we gelled together well. Everybody more or less
200km on kayak, bike and foot over all types of terknew each other’s strengths and weaknesses. When
we arrived at a discipline everybody assumed their
role and there was no such thing as giving out orders.
Our team consisted of a captain, lieutenant, sergeant
and corporal, but the rank structure hardly mattered, if
you were good at something you did it, if you weren’t
you did what you could to help but you didn’t worry
about not being a big contributor. It was good to be
able to lead sometimes while at others you could just
concentrate on getting up that hill.
Looking back we felt pride in our performance, and
pride in representing the Defence Forces well in such
a difficult competition against seasoned adventure
race competitors. We were also pleased to see that
the large group of spectators who attended the
awards ceremony were also noticeably proud that a
team from their own Defence Forces had acquitted
themselves so well.■
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Right:
Polish troops in Eufor DAC –
Civ-Mil Cell provided the planning options for the mission.

The better the EU’s
civilian and military
means are co-ordinated, both during
the planning and
implementation
phase, and tailored
to the complexity of
a particular crisis,
the more effective
the response will be.
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n February 10th and 11th 2006, rare, torrential
rains in the deserts around Tindouf, Algeria,
caused severe flooding in three of five Sahrawi
refugee camps, destroying nearly 50 per cent of
the refugees’ shelters and leaving, according to initial estimates, some 50,000 homeless. Subsequently,
UNOCHA (United Nations Office for Co-ordination
of Humanitarian Affairs) sent a request to the
Monitoring and Information Centre (MIC) of the
European Commission for fixed-wing strategic airlift
to move 2,000 tents from Amman, Jordan, to Tindouf.
The MIC passed further requests through the
EU’s Joint Situation Centre (SITCEN) to the EU
Military Staff (EUMS), whose Civil-Military Cell set
about assisting in the co-ordination of an EU
response. As the response developed, several member states were involved in the process of checking
the availability of additional aircraft. As a result
flights by C-130 aircraft were provided on short
notice, which met the transport requirements, and
the EU proved to be able to rapidly react and add real
value through military means to the efforts of the
international community and responsible civilian
agencies to assist in disaster relief.
This incident highlights just one of the roles
played by the Civil-Military Cell within the EU
Military Staff. Set up in 2005, the ‘Civ/Mil Cell’ has
been designed to boost the EU’s crisis management
capabilities through the provision of joint civil-military planning and operation capacities.
Whenever the EU conducts autonomous military
operations (as distinct from those such as Operation
‘Althea’ where NATO assets are availed of under the
so-called ‘Berlin plus’ arrangements) the main
recourse will normally be to a member state’s
national headquarters, which will then be multinationalised for the purpose of conducting an EU-led
military operation.
This is what happened during Operation
‘Artemis’, the EU’s deployment to the Democratic
Republic of the Congo (DRC) in 2003, where member
states, with France in the lead, provided a military
force of some 1,500 soldiers as well as the Operation
and Force HQs.
This is also happening currently in the EU’s
autonomous military operation in support of the
UN/MONUC in the DRC during the electoral period.
Nevertheless, in certain cases, in particular
where a joint civil/military response to a crisis is
required, the Civ/Mil Cell could generate the
capacity to plan and run the operation. This would
entail the setting up of an operations centre,

O
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after a decision by the EU Council.
But this is only one of the roles of this new entity
that has evolved as a natural result of what has been
articulated in the European Security Strategy (ESS),
which advocates greater coherence and recognises
the need for a more active approach in pursuit of the
EU’s strategic objectives. The implication from the
ESS is that the EU should:
• make optimal use of all the civilian and military
instruments at its disposal, including those of the
European Commission;
• incline towards anticipatory, rather than reactive,
action and should not only aim to respond to
crises but rather to identify potential instability
before it deteriorates, and so manage potential
crisis situations;
• be able to timely and rapidly respond to a crisis in
order to settle it before it might escalate;
• provide consistency across the various levels of
command in terms of both planning and implementation of suitable means that should complement
each other in a coherent way throughout the entire
crisis management process, from conflict prevention and crisis resolution to cessation of conflicts
and post-conflict stabilisation.
In order to realise such a proactive approach of
identifying opportunities and acting in anticipation of
crises, there is a requirement to create the necessary
time to take advantage of such initiative. The key to
this is prudent planning.
The more of this planning that can be undertaken
before there is a formal decision by EU to take
action, the greater flexibility there will be to reduce
the length of time to action, which is something of
particular importance for rapid response.

Above: AMM members destroying GAM weapons in Aceh,
Civ/Mil members were instrumental in making preparations
for that mission, which is still
going on.
Below: Brig Gen Brauss at a
meeting during the fact-finding
mission he led to DR Congo
prior to the establisment of
Eufor DRC.
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The better the EU’s civilian and military means
are co-ordinated, both during the planning and
implementation phase, and tailored to the complexity
of a particular crisis, the more effective the response
will be.
It is in order to contribute to achieving these
objectives that the Civ/Mil Cell is made up of two
entities; the Strategic Planning Branch and the EU
Ops Centre Permanent Staff.
The Strategic Planning Branch, made up of eight
military and seven civilian planners, including two

colleagues from the Commission, undertakes strategic contingency planning. Such prudent planning will
be developed for possible missions/operations, taking account of the EU’s strategic objectives, including strategic options for the various instruments and
outline resource requirements. It is undertaken at the
initiative of the SG/HR Solana or the Political and
Security Committee. The aim of this planning is to
enhance the EU’s capacity for rapid action, although
it will not prejudice the ultimate political decision by
the Council of the European Union to proceed with
an option.
Once the EU has decided to respond to a specific
crisis and to launch a mission, the Cell provides
assistance to Crisis Response Strategic Planning for
single strand operations, civilian or military, carried
out under the responsibility of the appropriate
Secretariat service, in particular in the context of
previously undertaken strategic contingency planning.
The Operations Centre Permanent Staff, as
shown earlier, is responsible for maintaining the
capability to generate the inherent capacity to plan
and run an autonomous EU operation, in particular
where a joint civilian/military response is required
and where no national HQ is identified.
The Permanent Staff forms the ‘key nucleus’ of
the EU ops centre that will be activated upon a
Council decision. An initial operating capability, that
is the ability to plan, has to be achieved within five
days by using the ‘key nucleus’ reinforced by essentially ‘double-hatted’ staff from the Military Staff.
Full operational capability, that is the ability to plan
and operate, will be reached within 20 days of activation with further reinforcement of pre-identified personnel from our civilian counterparts within the
Secretariat and from member states.
In addition, the Civ/Mil Cell fulfils another invaluable task: the provision of assistance in civilian operations, carried out under civilian authority, ranging
from planning and support to the conduct of operations. The most recent and direct examples are the
planning and mission support provided to the EU’s
Aceh Monitoring Mission and to the EU Border
Assistance Mission in Rafah in the Palestinian
Territories.
To sum up, the Civ/Mil Cell is a unique combination of expertise, drawing experienced planners from
both military and civilian sources, including the
European Commission. It is proving itself to be an
effective new apparatus in the toolbox of instruments
available to the EU. Its role is very much a ‘system
integrator’, a facilitating entity to link the inputs from
across the EU and to pull the individual expert
strands of work together, while avoiding unnecessary
duplication, in order to produce a more coherent and
comprehensive product. It is here, in facilitating comprehensive contingency planning in focused anticipation of potential crisis situations and identified
opportunities to pursue EU strategic objectives, that
the Civ/Mil Cell can bring the most added value to
comprehensive crisis management.
It is anticipated that its work will lead to a greater
coherence between the civilian and military structures within the General Secretariat of the Council
and between it and the European Commission. With
such a coherent approach, the identification of the
most appropriate assets to generate the necessary
effect should enable a more systematic use of assets
and so reduce duplications, overheads and, in the
medium term, contribute to increased capability. Ergo,
a more capable EU will be enabled by more coherence. The Civ/Mil Cell is a key player in this regard.■
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ommandant Thomas Kent of the Cork Brigade of
Irish Volunteers was arrested on the morning of
May 2nd 1916 at his family home at Bawnard,
Castlelyons, Co Cork, following a gun battle there
with the RIC and British Army reinforcements from
Fermoy1. This operation had been planned as part of a
general round-up of Volunteers in the aftermath of
Easter Week and violent resistance was not expected.
However that was precisely what occurred and Head
Constable Rowe was killed before the Kent brothers
were eventually forced to surrender. All four would
have been summarily executed by the RIC had a
British officer not intervened to stop them.
With both David and Richard wounded, Thomas
and William were brought to Victoria Barracks in Cork
where they were court-martialled on May 4th. William
was acquitted but Thomas was found guilty and sentenced to death. He was executed by firing squad in
the Detention Barracks adjacent to Victoria Barracks
at dawn on May 9th.
However, the circumstances of that court martial,
the quality and quantity of the evidence produced, the

C

The Court Martial of

THOMAS KENT
By CQMS Gerry White & Comdt Brendan O’Shea

speed with which the entire proceedings were conducted, and the legality of the sentence imposed
have never been adequately examined. In that context a re-examination of what happened to Thomas
Kent on May 4th is long overdue.
In the first instance it is important to note that following Britain's entry into the First World War the
Defence of the Realm Act (DORA) was passed by
Parliament on August 8th 1914. The terms of the Act
vested extraordinary powers in the hands of the government and the Act itself was a work in progress additional terms were added as the war evolved. But
from Thomas Kent’s perspective, even though he had
no idea of their relevance at the time, the following
provisions were to prove critical…
His Majesty in Council has power during the continuance of the present war to issue regulations for
securing the public safety and the defence of the
realm…and may by such regulations authorise the
trial by courts-martial, or in the case of minor
offences by courts of summary jurisdiction, and punishment of persons committing offences against the
regulations and in particular against any of the provisions of such regulations designed:
(a) to prevent persons communicating with the
enemy or obtaining information for that purpose or
any purpose calculated to jeopardise the success of
the operations of any of His Majesty's forces or the
forces of his allies or to assist the enemy; or…(e)
otherwise to prevent assistance being given to the
enemy or the successful prosecution of the war
being endangered2.
Therefore when he appeared in Victoria Barracks
to be charged for his part in events at Bawnard Kent
found himself standing not before a judge and jury but
rather before Major Jeffreys3, Captain Massey4, and
Captain Frend5 in what was a Field General Court
Martial established under the terms of DORA. He was
charged with contravening the Act ‘in that he took
part in an armed rebellion and in waging war against
His Majesty the King, such act being prejudicial to the
defence of the realm and being done with the intention and for the purpose of assisting the enemy’6.

MILITARY HISTORY

00-An Cos-Oct-06 (p16-30)

Above:
Thomas Kent as a young man.
Right:
The arrest of Thomas and
William Kent by British forces
prior to Kent’s court martial.
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When proceedings got underway he then found
himself faced with a body of evidence given by both
RIC constables and British army officers who had
been in attendance at Bawnard, to which Kent,
unrepresented by counsel, asked only nine questions
in cross examination, offered a mere seventy-one
words in a rebuttal statement, and was not permitted
to call witnesses to speak on his behalf7.
However, and notwithstanding a clear failure of
due process, when one examines the witness statements it is immediately clear that they contain not a
shred of evidence which directly connects Thomas
Kent to the death of Head Constable Rowe. Neither
is there any evidence to suggest that he even fired a
single shot – although it is inconceivable that he did
not, given the circumstances. Equally it is completely unclear who fired the first shot – William
Kent later claimed the RIC fired a volley8 – and there
is written evidence which states that after the Kents
agreed to surrender the RIC continued firing into
the house.
In relation to the charge itself, none of the Kents
was involved in what by any stretch of the imagina-
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tion could be called an armed rebellion – they had neither heard of nor seen the Proclamation. Neither were
they waging a war nor assisting the enemy (in this
case Germany). In fact, the events of Easter Week had
passed all of them by. By that time Pearse had surrendered in Dublin and MacCurtain had negotiated an
agreement in Cork9. The problem was that in reneging
on this agreement and attempting to round up the
Volunteers, the RIC and British army were in fact the
architects of their own difficulties at Bawnard. If the
Kents were guilty of anything it was nothing more than
following Eoin MacNeill’s original orders to prevent
themselves from being forcibly disarmed10, which in
this case might have amounted at most to causing an
affray or engaging in violent disorder.
Therefore the charge as presented against
Thomas Kent made no sense whatever, especially
when his brother William was acquitted, notwithstanding that both of them were in the same place at
the same time and in the same circumstances. This
then begs the question why he was found guilty and
the answer is obvious.
When the Irish Volunteers were formed in 1913
Thomas Kent became closely involved with Terrence
MacSwiney as they arranged public meetings in
order to attract new members. He was well-known to
the RIC, having disrupted a number of British Army
recruiting meetings, by Easter 1916 he had become a
Commandant in the Galtee Battalion, and within the
Volunteer movement in Cork Thomas Kent had
become a very serious player. Aged 51, he was sentenced to death on May 4th 1916, not for his actions
at Bawnard, because there is no evidence in his
court-martial documentation to suggest that he did
anything except surrender, but because of who he
was and because of the leadership position he held
within the Cork Brigade of Volunteers. Just as in
Dublin, General Maxwell wanted to make an example
of the Volunteer leadership and Commandant Thomas
Kent was a convenient scapegoat11. He paid for
Maxwell’s policy with his life when he was executed
by firing squad on May 9th 1916 – but the charges
against him remain unproven. Thomas Kent was not
guilty as charged at his court-martial and the documentary evidence that survives leaves this matter in
no doubt whatsoever.■
(Thomas Kent’s court-martial documentation can be
viewed at the Military Museum Collins Barracks
between 1000-1300 Mon, Wed, & Fri, or by special
appointment with the curator Mr P Cremin.).
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