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news update…

news update… news update…
Green
Berets
CQMS Mick Barrett’s (D Coy 62
Res Inf Bn) photo shows the latest recruits to pass the module
one of RDF training during a
weeklong camp held in Columb
Bks, Mullingar. Also pictured are
their instructors (left) Cpl Laura
Corrigan and (right) Cpl David
Owen.

Courtesy
Call

Passing
It On

During a recent visit to
DFHQ, The Ombudsman
for the Defence Forces,
Ms Paulyn Marrian-Quinn
called on the Chief of
Staff, Lt Gen Dermot
Earley. Photo by: Armn
Billy Galligan.

The soldiers of 6 Inf Bn,
Custume Bks, Athlone dug
deep during the recent People
in Need Telethon and raised
over €2,428.55 in Row-a-thon.
Pictured at the presentation of
the cheque in the NCOs Mess
are, on left: Lt Col Eamon
Caulfield (OC 6 Inf Bn) and, on
right, Sgt Maj Thomas Hewitt.

Snow
Patrol
Armn Billy
Galligan’s photo
shows Lt Gen
Dermot Earley
(COS) with Irish
soldiers during the
Nordic Resolution
exercise above the
Arctic Circle in
Northern Sweden
in November. See
inside for more on
the exercise.

In Safe Hands
On November 3rd at the 26th Security Institute of Ireland Dinner in Moran’s Red Cow Hotel,
Dublin, the Defence Forces received a number of awards. Arthur Carron’s (NUJ) photo shows
(l-r): CQMS Liam Ó Dubin (Diploma in Training Excellence), Lt John Keogh (Membership), Brian
Lenihan TD (Min. for Justice) (Honorary Life Membership), Maj Gen Pat O’Sullivan (D COS Sp)
(Membership), Mr Gerard McNally (Pres SII), Lt Gen Dermot Earley (COS) (Honorary Life
Membership) and Brig Gen Denis Murphy (GOC 2 E Bde) (Membership).
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On My
Honour

Czech
Mate

Pictured here are newly
promoted 2/Lts Rosalyn
Hackett and Martin
Cooney, taking their oath
of office during an RDF
commission ceremony
held in the Curragh Camp
on November 25th. Photo
by: Armn Bily Galligan.

Brig Gen Gerry Hegarty
(Comd MNTF (C)) is seen
here with troops from the
Czech Republic who are
serving with KFOR in
Kosovo. Over 278 Defence
Forces personnel are serving in Kosovo in various
staff functions.

NEWS UPDAATE

news update…

If the
Hat fits…
Lt Gen Pat Nash (Op Comd
EUFOR Tchad-RCA) is shown
here accepting his general’s hat
from Col Séamus Ó Giolláin.
Also in the picture at the OHQ,
Mont Valérien, Paris, France are
(l-r): Comdt Dan Harvey, Lt Cols
Mick Meehan, Dermot Igoe,
Peter Marron and Comdt Louis
Flynn. Photo by: Comdt Dan
Harvey.

Plain Text

Armn Billy Galligan’s photo shows (l-r): Hugh Crawford (DoD), Willie O’Dea (Min. for Def), John Feehan
(Author) and Maj Gen Dave Ashe (D COS Sp) then GOC DFTC at the book launch of The Curragh of Kildare,
Ireland. The book, a joint collaboration between the School of Biology and Environmental Science TCD and
the Department of Defence looks at the impact of human activity, in particular Defence Forces training has
on the Curragh Plains.

We’re Champions
The Minister for Defence visited the Equitation
School, McKee Bks in November in recognition of
their achievements in representing Ireland during
this year’s international equine tournaments. Mr
Willie O’Dea TD is seen here with Groom, Pte Linda
Tracey and Mo Chroí. Photo by: Armn Billy Galligan.

On
Target
In October Capt Orla
Jennings (2 BTC)
completed an Air
Defence Battery
Commander’s course
at the Royal School of
Artillery, Larkhill and a
the Formation Battle
Planning course at
Land Warfare Centre,
Warminster, UK.
Pictured with Capt
Jennings are fellow
students (l-r): Majors
John Gillen, John
Harding and Mark
Brett.

Presidential Call

2/Lt Colin Waters (6 Inf Bn) is seen here escorting Her Excellency Mrs Hamida Mrabet Labidi, Tunisian Ambassador to Ireland inspecting
an honour guard from the 6 Inf Bn at Arás an Uachtarán on November 27th. Photo by: Armn Billy Galligan.
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EUFOR

During their visit to Bosnia,
our An Cosantóir team, Wesley
Bourke and Armn Billy Galligan
got a guided tour of Sarajevo,
a city which has secured its
place in history…
he history of the break up of Yugoslavia is complex and the war that followed is no different. I
am not even going to attempt to explain the
current political situation in Bosnia and
Herzegovina (BiH). Instead this is an article about
Sarejevo, the city and its people, and the effect the
most recent conflict had on them.
On arriving in Sarajevo EUFOR personnel are
encouraged to take a guided tour of the city. These
tours are given by Igor, a man who is no stranger to
the Irish having acted as an interpreter for An
tUachtarán, Mary McAleese and An Taoiseach,
Bertie Ahern TD. Igor is highly sought after as he
has firsthand knowledge of the conflict (he is a former soldier) and the current situation in BiH.
Even though the scars of war are still visible,
Sarajevo is still a beautiful city. Steeped in history,
Sarajevo boasts a mixture of Austro/Hungarian and
Ottoman architecture. There are magnificent
mosques, old fortifications and beautiful plazas
where people can play chess with king-size pieces.
The importance of this city did not really strike
me until I stood at the spot where on June 28th 1914
a young Bosnian Serb, Gavrilo Princip, shot and
killed Archduke Franz Ferdinand, thereby lighting
the fuse that would lead to the Great War.
Since then the city and its people have also
endured the German occupation of World War II,
years of strict Communism under Field Marshal
Joseph Tito, and the bloodthirsty wars of the early
1990s when the former Yugoslavia tore itself apart
in a frenzy of bloodletting and ethnic cleansing.
“In March 1994 under the Washington Accord
the Federaija Bosne i Hercegovine and the
Republika Srpska came into being,” Igor informs us
as we begin our tour. “These two political entities
make up BiH. As we drive down this road you will
see two signs, one for the Federaija and one for the
Republika. Camp Butmir is actually in the Federaija
while the main gate is in the Republika. They are
two separate states and there are only two things
we share, our currency and car registration plates.
Everything else is divided; police, education,
health: it is crazy.”
“In the city you will see a blue and white building. This is our new government office. In ten years
we have had 180 ministers, 360 deputies, 14 prime
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“During the war,
Sarajevo was under
siege for 3 and half
years, a total of 1,264
days. Before the war
Sarajevo was 50%
Muslim, 30% Serb and
20% Croat. Now the
city is 85% Muslim.

“Engraved on the
steps up to the
fortress are the
names of 26,000
citizens of Sarajevo
that died during
World War II,” Igor
told us. “Inside you
will see the names of
3,500 Jews that were
shot here. During that
war we lost nearly all
of our Jewish population. No many people
know this but
Sarajevo is home to
the oldest copy of the
Jewish text, the
Haggadah, written
in the early 14th
century. It is insured
for $1billion.
8
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ministers and six presidents.
Igor went on to tell me about the most recent conflict and its effects of the war on the ethnic make-up
of the city.
“During the war, Sarajevo was under siege for 3
and half years, a total of 1,264 days. Before the war
Sarajevo was 50% Muslim, 30% Serb and 20% Croat.
Now the city is 85% Muslim.
“It was the closest frontline in the history of warfare in Europe: in places the Bosnian and Serb forces
were only 12m apart. The siege line was 67km long and
on one side the Serbian army had 12,000 soldiers and
more then 2,000 artillery piece, while on the other side
the Bosnian army had 54,000 soldiers, but only every
third soldier had a rifle, every tenth had an automatic
weapon, and they had no artillery. We basically had
stalemate positions for the entire war, as the Serbian
army never had enough soldiers to take the city and
the Bosnian army never had enough weapons to break
the siege.”
Igor pointed out some heavily damaged buildings
on the road ahead.
“These buildings were damaged by 105mm rounds
fired from T-55 tanks stationed at the airport just 500m
away. For the first four months of the war the Serbian
army was at the airport before the UN took control of
it. We had Canadians there for a few months and then
the French for ten years, before the airport was handed back to the civilian authorities in 2002.”
Going back to a stalemate that lasted throughout
the siege, Igor explained how the Serbs’ firepower
advantage was not enough to decide the conflict.
“You can bomb as much as you want - Sarajevo
was constantly bombed - but to take a city you need
to stop shelling and move your troops in. Then you
have to understand the different morale of the troops,
whether they are fighting for their lives and their families’ survival or they are there to conquer. When you
are fighting for your life you will do everything.
“Also the city is not a good place to take advantage of better firepower. The Serbs had 27 tanks firing
into this area, but tanks are not a good weapon in the
city as they are too big to manoeuvre. Only once, at
the end of June 1992, did they try and move forward
with their tanks and when they did the Bosnian army
was waiting with handheld RPGs. The tanks could not
turn around and in less then two hours eight were
destroyed.”
As we passed a house with yellow bricks on the

December 2007

side Igor pointed at it. “That was my position for six
months during the war. It was not that bad, we had big
bedrooms and big holes in walls to provide air conditioning. Behind the house at the beginning of the war
we had a truck full of coffee, forty tons of it in bags.
Since we had no other material here we used the coffee bags for bunkers and shelters, even though during
the siege 1 kilo of coffee cost $100!”
As we passed many destroyed houses Igor told us
that he thinks the biggest problem facing his country
is the completion of Annex 7 of the Dayton Peace
Accord. “Annex 7 says that everyone must go back to
the homes they lived in before the war,” he told us.
But many people’s houses are destroyed and they are
living somewhere else. Reconstruction is not complete, so you cannot expect that people will go back.
Also when the war finished in BiH we had lost more
than 7% of our population, this is very high percentage and you cannot expect people to want to go back
to live where they are a minority.
“During the war it was much safer to be on the
frontline, than to be in your house. When you where at
the frontline you had some kind of protection, a
bunker, a trench, whatever. But when you were at your
house a shell can come from anywhere. This is why for
every soldier who was killed in the siege four civilians
were killed: 10, 506 civilians died compared to 2,342
soldiers, and 252 UN personnel.”
We then reached one of the most famous, or infamous city streets anywhere in the world. “This is
Bulevar Mese Selimovica, the main street of Sarajevo.
Foreigners still know it as ‘Sniper Alley’. During the
war 14% of the 10,506 civilians killed were killed by
snipers, and 60% of sniper victims were female or
children younger then 13.
“The citizens of Sarajevo hated snipers the most.
When you throw a grenade you don’t know who it will
kill but when you have somebody in your scope you
know exactly who you are shooting at.
“From the hills surrounding the city the Serbs did
not use sniper rifles, they used 7.9mm machine guns
with a scope and belts of ammunition. So, when they
spotted you they opened up on you with hundreds of
rounds. People didn’t have a chance.
“There were many terrible acts committed during
the siege, like the Markale marketplace massacre on
February 5th 1994, when a 120mm mortar struck and
killed 68 and wounded 200. After the war the authorities wanted to put up a monument to those that died

“However, there is
only one date you
need to remember in
Sarajevo history that
is April 6th. In WWII,
Germany occupied
Sarajevo on April 6th
1941 and the city was
liberated on April 6th
1945. Then in 1992
war broke out again
in Sarajevo on April
6th. So … we proposed to our government that they should
remove April 6th from
the calendar.”

but the people of the city said that keeping the market
open would be a monument in itself.
“The worst crime was the shelling of the Sarajevo
maternity hospital at the end of May 1992, which
killed 56 babies; the youngest was only 22 hours old.
Nobody gave any explanation to why it was bombed.”
Igor pointed out a tobacco factory and a distillery
as we passed them. “These were two very important
buildings during the siege. The authorities could not
afford to pay the soldiers money, so we used to get
paid a packet of cigarettes a day. Most of us smoked
but even if you didn’t, you could trade them. The distillery was our only source of fresh water, from the
spring underneath, and, of course, beer.
“Because we were surrounded everything was in
short supply and we had to smuggle everything in. To
help relieve the city the population built a tunnel
800m long under the Serbian lines.”
Igor believes that EUFOR has a big job in collecting weapons. “You have to remember that the
Yugoslavian army before the war was the third
biggest in all of Europe. It had the typical Communist
concept of an army, with massive infantry forces,
massive armour, massive artillery. Not so many
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sophisticated weapons but big in numbers. For example, Yugoslavia had 15,000 battle tanks, more than the
United Kingdom, France and Germany combined.
Most were old Russian T-55s but when you have thousands of them, this is great firepower. To give you an
idea of how big our army was, in the last big exercise
in 1978 when Tito was alive 8 million men were under
arms. So you can work out for yourselves how many
weapons are scattered around former Yugoslavia.”
Igor also spoke about the reconstruction of
Sarajevo. “The international community has donated
$9 billion worth of aid to help rebuild the city. The
Japanese for example have financed the public transport. This is very important as we are very proud that
throughout the siege the trams never stopped.”
Igor pointed out a huge building covered in marble.
“This is second biggest mosque in Europe. It was
financed by Saudi Arabia.”
Igor then brought us to the Tito monument, an old
Austro/Hungarian fortress that dominates the city. It
was used as a HQ by the Germans in WWII and is
badly damaged and overgrown, though funding has
been allocated to restore it.
“Engraved on the steps up to the fortress are the
names of 26,000 citizens of Sarajevo that died during
World War II,” Igor told us. “Inside you will see the
names of 3,500 Jews that were shot here. During that
war we lost nearly all of our Jewish population. No
many people know this but Sarajevo is home to the
oldest copy of the Jewish text, the Haggadah, written
in the early 14th century. It is insured for $1billion.
“This spot is very important for all who were born
and raised in Communist Sarajevo. On May 25th
Tito’s birthday, all 13 year old school children had to
come here and become members of Communist
Youth: it was not optional.”
“However, there is only one date you need to
remember in Sarajevo history that is April 6th. In
WWII, Germany occupied Sarajevo on April 6th 1941
and the city was liberated on April 6th 1945. Then in
1992 war broke out again in Sarajevo on April 6th. So
after the last war we proposed to our government that
they should remove April 6th from the calendar.”
So ended our informative and interesting tour of
Sarajevo given by someone who epitomises the
indomitable spirit of this city. A man who has seen
terrible events take place in his city but who still
retains his humour, his candour, his humanity, and his
love for this remarkable place.■
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GAA

n October 27th 1982, in what was to become an
annual sporting fixture, saw the finest of the
Defence Forces Gaelic footballers play in the first
of the representative series against a Bank of
Ireland team. Alas, in that initial match held in Páirc
Ciarán, Athlone, the Defence Forces were defeated 2-9
to 1-10. The series was the brainchid of Col Ger Aherne
(then Capt) and it soon envolved into games organised
against the Ailled Irish Bank also. The representative
series been held in various GAA grounds, including
the series travelling to the US in 1982 and Australia in
2004.
The Chief of Staff, Lt Gen Dermot Earley, who
played in many a series match, noted in the programme, “that the friendship and camaraderie that has
built up throughout the years remains today with a
number of personnel still involved within the Bank of
Ireland and the Defence Forces”.
The first of this year’s anniversary matches against
Allied Irish Bank took place on October 26th in Croke
Park. While no one could call Croke Park its home, the

This year marks the 25th
anniversary of the GAA
Representative Series
between the banks and
the Defence Forces.
To celebrate this
occasion, Defence
Forces footballers and
hurlers took to the
field against teams
from the Allied Irish
Bank and the Bank
of Ireland.
Sgt Willie Braine
reports …
Lt Aoife Herbert
attacking the
Bank of Ireland
backs in Parnell
Park.

REPRESENTATIVE SERIES
Going from strength to strength
AN COSANTÓIR
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Left:
The Brennan family in Croke
Park on the day the Defence
Forces played the Allied Irish
Bank (l-r): Lt Kieran, Capt
Canice, Capt Gearóid, Nicky
(Pres GAA), Lt Col Kieran and
Cdt Shane.

Mr Tim O’Neill (President BOI
GAA Club) presenting a
momento to Capt Tom Sheehy
(Retd).

AIB were hosting the event, which gave a distinct feeling that the Defence Forces were playing away.
However tenuous this advantage was, it certainly
helped the AIB, as they won both the hurling and football with players like Colm ‘the Gooch’ Cooper and
Dublin’s Coman Goggins in the football, and Tommy
Walsh, Michael Kavanagh and Kevin Broderick in the
hurling! At the after dinner match in the Hogan Stand,
fresh from their victory that day, the AIB announced
the continuation of their sponsorship deal with the
GAA for another five years. These after match dinners
allow the players to relax, exchange banter and establish lifelong friendships. If fact, the series has seen
fathers, sons, daughters, brothers, uncles and cousins
play over the years.
Reeling from their defeat against the AIB, the
Defence Forces weren’t going to be a walkover, this
time, against the Bank of Ireland. The Defence
Forces hosted the games in Parnell Park on
November 9th and this was organised
by Cols John Courtney, Pat Herbert,
Comdt Jim Gavin, Cpl Paul O’Neill
and a special mention for Capt Sue
Ramsbottom - herself a former

Tim O’Neill
presenting a
momento to
Lt Col Kieran
Brennan.
Above: Lt Gen Dermot Earley
presenting the Man of the
Match Award to his son Capt
Dermot Earley.

Below: Tim O’Neill presenting
the Ladies Winners Perpetual
Trophy to the DF captain –
Capt Niamh O’Mahony.

The DF 2007 Football panel.

The DF 2007 Ladies Football panel.
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Jim Gavin (Dublin), while the bank’s mentor was
Cork’s Diarmuid Lynch. On the pitch some of the
bank’s team included Dublin’s Colin Moran, Declan
Lally, Denis Bastick and Tadgh Fennin (Kildare). The
Defence Forces had Capts Alan Quirle (Cork), Fergal
Costello (Mayo), Dermot Earley, Padraig Brennan and
Lt Ross Glavin (All Kildare) and Armn Neville
Coughlan (Offaly). With such strong opposing teams,
the match didn’t disappointment with excellent play
from both sides under Parnell Park’s floodlights.
After a very physical and hard fought game, the
Defence Forces emerged the victors by just twopoints. The day’s results added to the those from the
last 25 years show that the bank’s hurlers won 14 of
the series matches with one draw, while in the football, the Defence Forces have won 18 and drawn one
match.
Following the days matches, everyone headed to
Cathal Brugha Bks for dinner and presentation of
prizes. With military precision, the players, officials
and guests were usherd into the Pte Mess for drinks,
before they were piped into the dining complex for the
banquet dinner. Following dinner, Capt Ramsbottom as
‘MC’ got the prize-giving off to a start with Lt Gen
Dermot Earley and Mr Tim O’Neill (President BOI GAA
Club) exchanging gifts marking 25 years of the series.
In his address, the Chief of Staff announced that the
three teams will travel to the US in March 2008 to represent the Defence Forces in New York Stadium. He
also reiterated the friendship that has been formed
over the years and indeed the match in Perth is still
talked about.
It was also a very memorable night for the past
series players, who not only played for the BOI and the
Defence Forces, but the majority also played for their
counties. Tim O’Neill made a special presentation of
Newbridge pens to the Defence Forces team captains
of the the first series: hurler Lt Col Kieran Brennan and
footballer Capt Tom Sheehy (Retd). After the ceremony, all retired to the mess to reminences on past victories and matches fought.
So as 2007 draws to a close marking 25 years of
excellent football and hurling, our repesentative series
competitiors have played hard on the field, made friends
for life and have established a tradition of sportmanship
for future players of the Defence Forces, the Bank of
Ireland and Allied Irish Bank to aspire too.■

GAA

Laois footballer, All-Ireland medal and All-Star winner.
The first game between the ladies footballers was a
great start for the Defence Forces. Credit (no pune
intended) must go to BOI Ladies, many who had played
together for the first time on the day. They were beaten
by a Defence Forces team whose skills were honed
through their participation in TG4’s Underdogs TV
series. The Defence Forces ladies played like a county
team, dominating the game
with some excellent play,
especially from Pte
Gemma O’Connor, Lt
Aoife Herbert and Tpr
Jackie Kelly.
Next up were the
Defence Forces hurlers,
who must have gotten
an ear-full from managers, Comdt Jim
Murphy and Col Pat
Herbert after their
performance against
the AIB. With Lt
Andrew
O’Shaughnessy
(Limerick) attacking the
BOI defences at
every opportunity,
boosted by Lt
Stephen Molumphy
(Waterford), the
Defence Forces put
in a magnificent effort,
although it wasn’t quite enough, with BOI
holding out for a narrow two point win at
the end of a fascinating game.
The passion and talent on
display on the pitch was
impressive and it was
Below (top) Lt Gen Dermot
matched
on the sideline by
Earley presenting the Frank
Comdt Murphy and Col Herbert,
O’Rourke Hurling Perpetual
who paced up and down just a few
Trophy to Eamon Corcoran.
feet
from the bank’s mentors,
Below (bottom): The Col JF
Tipperary’s Nicky English and Waterford goalie and forKelly Perpetual Challenge
mer Dublin hurling manager Humphrey Kellegher.
Trophy went to Capt Dermot
In the football game, both sides fielded talent
Earley, captain of the DF team,
teams, with the Defence Forces managed by Comdt
presented by Richie Boucher.
Action during the game
against the Bank of
Ireland in Parnell Park.

The DF 2007 Hurling panel.

The BOI 2007 Hurling panel.

AN COSANTÓIR

December 2007

13

The specialist task of the Irish
contingent with the Nordic Battle
Group (NBG) is search and route
clearance and improvised explosive
device disposal (IEDD), a very
specialised field in which the
Defence Forces are at the leading
edge. Capt Paul Connolly (2 Ord
Coy), and Capt Tom Barry (4 Fd Eng
Coy) explained to us what being
part of the NBG means for them…

hen the company gets tasked with clearing a
route or building, the engineer detachment go in
first to search the area. If they find anything
they then call in the ordnance EOD team.
Capt Tom Barry is the engineer Search and
Clearance officer. “There are 11 personnel in our
team,” he told me. “Since we’ve arrived we’ve been
tasked with unoccupied house searches, occupied
house clearance and obstacle clearance. Today we’ve
been working on a route clearance.”
Capt Paul Connolly went on to explain “We arrived
three weeks ago and went straight into six days on
the ground. We were tacked onto the 41st Rapid
Reaction Battalion down in the Axval and Quwavda
area for any search and IEDD incidents that arose. We
did our week’s survival training along with everyone
else and some specialist training.”
The two teams did their entire specialist training
with the Swedish EOD and mine clearance unit based
in Equwa. “ We did a lot of training with them on EOD
and de-mining,” Capt Barry said. “It’s been really

W
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interesting and a fabulous experience.”
An IEDD team carrying out its work is a very slow
process, as no stone can go unturned. In the environment where this exercise was taking place that meant
that the troops were exposed to the elements for long
periods of time. At least the troops are well wrapped
up, but what about the equipment?
“The equipment has been holding up fine in the
cold,” Capt Connolly assured me, “although one of
the problems we face in this constant cold is the
effect on battery life. With the HOBO, for example,
normally we would be looking at 15 hours of battery
life with maybe 45mins really working it. Here you are
talking only about half an hour. It’s a challenge, but it’s
the same in Kosovo so we’re not unused to it. You just
have to keep the batteries as warm as possible.”
Working with the Swedish engineer and ordnance
personnel gave the Irish teams the opportunity to compare practices and experiences. “When we were based
out of Equwa it was great to see how other nations
worked,” Capt Barry told me. “There were similar engi-

neer and EOD units to ourselves there, so we got to
compare drills and procedures and to see how the
other outfits operate on the ground. From what I have
seen, our SOPs and equipment would be on a par with
any of the other nations. However, when it comes to
experience, and certainly IEDD and specialised search
experience, they can’t compare with what the Defence
Forces have built up over the years.”
“You can see why we were tasked with this role,”
added Capt Connolly. “The Swedish are good at EOD
and mine clearance, but as far as IEDD is concerned
they have only really entered into that field over the
last number of years. At the moment they only have
two IEDD teams, one in Afghanistan and one here
with the NBG. Their plan is to have eight operational
teams over the next number of years. Probably a
major factor why they haven’t already is that they
have no full time NCOs; at this level you need permanent staff, trained and ready to go, who have built up
a wealth of experience, knowledge and skill. That’s
what we have at home.”■

NBG

From what I have
seen, our SOPs and
equipment would be
on a par with the any
of the other nations.
However, when it
comes to experience,
and certainly IEDD
and specialised search
experience, they can’t
compare with what
the Defence Forces
have built up over the
years.”

Capts Tom Barry
and Paul Connolly
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Comdt Johnny Whitaker

??

The Defence Forces ‘A life less
ordinary’ statement certainly held
true for the 78 Irish troops of the
Improvised Explosive Device
Disposal Tactical Component who
deployed to Sweden in October as
part of a Nordic Battle group exercise. Capt Paul Shorte (4 Fd CIS Coy
and IEDD CIS Comd) reports on the
lead up and deployment…

he Nordic Battle Group (NBG) consists of five
European nations, which operates under a
European mandate. The lead nation in the NBG is
Sweden with Norway, Finland and Estonia also
contributing troops. Ireland’s role is unique within the
battle group, as the Defence Forces has contributed a
skilled unit; completely self sufficient with all the
assets needed to perform without outside assistance.
The unit is responsible for Improvised Explosive
Device Disposal (IEDD) and Engineer Specialist
Search Tasks for the NBG.
The unit came into existence on May 28th 2007 and
consists mainly of troops from 4 Western Brigade.
Although the Nordic Battle Group had been in existence for more than a year, the Defence Forces still
managed to raise and train a competent unit that
declared itself Fully Operational Capable on July 31st
after a rigorous assessment. At the time of writing,
the DF IEDD Tac Comp is the only unit within the
NBG to attain this NATO-standard.
Life in the unit has been challenging, with training
and unit administration putting severe demands on
personnel. They have spent many a night away from
family and friends in the training areas of Kilworth
and the Glen of Imaal. Since July the unit has spent
approximately three weeks of each month leading up
to our deployment to Sweden away from their home
station, Custume Bks in Athlone. For the
members of the unit life began to take
on real meaning as the departure
date for FINEX in Sweden
loomed on the horizon. Our
departure date
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in the north friendly sea area. As part of UNMIN
(United Nations Mission in the North Friendly Sea), a
EU BG was deployed into X-Land. The deployment
concept was for the NBG to concentrate in a
Strategic APOD in a friendly third nation (South
Land), and to deploy into X-Land through a Tactical
APOD in Jokkmokk. The move from southern Sweden
was conducted in two parts. A 20-strong Irish group
with our vehicles traveled 22 hours by train from
Nässjö to Luleå. While the remainder of the unit traveled by chartered flight from Jönköping to the strategic APOD in Kallax Air Force Base outside of Luleå.
At approximately 2200hrs both Irish elements came
together and were due to spend a night in transit
accommodation. This changed on arrival at Kallax as
the weather was beginning to close in and the decision was made by Comdt Johnny Whittaker (OC DF
IEDD Tac Comp) to move out our unit by road to
Jokkmokk, the Tactical APOD that was over 200km
north west of Kallax, just inside the Artic Circle. After
a seven-hour drive we arrived in Jokkmokk and our
FOB, just after first light.
Our first night in the
Arctic Circle, the temperatures dropped to
around -13º, but this
wasn’t the coldest
temperature we

NBG

was set for the October 18th from Dublin airport and
we all came together in McKee Bks as all overseas
units do. The banter among the troops was evident as
the apprehension and anticipation steadily increased.
As we boarded the bus to the airport there was a real
air of excitement. We boarded the plane without any
problems and two hours later we touched down in
Gothenburg, Sweden. The initial plan was to head to
our host barracks in Eksjö, central Sweden, and
shake-out for the first of our interoperability
exercises, which would take place some 160km north
of Eksjö in an area called Skövde. To our surprise
when we arrived late in the evening into the Eksjö
garrison, we were informed that we were deploying
the following day into Exercise ‘Thunder strike’. We
got our kit together and rolled out of the garrison
gates the following morning for the three-hour drive
to our new home. The unit established its Forward
Operating Base (FOB) near the village of Axvall,
along with the 21 Swedish Engineer Regiment. As we
moved in, we got a taste of life as members of the
battle group.
Our group integrated seamlessly into the NBG
framework and we began conducting IEDD and ESSC
tasks almost immediately. The IEDD component was
under tactical control to the 41st Rapid Reaction
Battalion (41 RR Bn). This was to be our first night on
the ground in a tactical environment in Sweden and
history had just been made, as our unit was the first
Irish contingent to participate in ‘off island’ training.
As we bedded in for the night, there were a
few apprehensive moments as we
unpacked the tents with which
the Swedes issued us. The
shock at seeing tents,

manufactured almost
thirty years ago unfolded
can only be described as terror.
Throughout the unit all that could be heard was
‘its going to be a cold one tonight’ and ‘this isn’t looking good’. But to the relief of everyone, the woodburning stove in the tents reminiscent of the old potbelly stove in Lebanon, kept the tents warm as temperatures on the first few nights rarely rose above -5º.
The exercise proved to be very beneficial for our
Swedish counterparts as many were called up from
civilian life to serve with the NBG. They gained valuable experience from the Irish troops in the attitude
and manner in which we conducted ourselves
throughout. As the seven-day exercise came to an
end, it was time to pack up and make the journey
back to Eksjö.
The following week included equipment checks
and vehicle maintenance. Also all Irish troops took
part in a Survive, Evade, Resist and Extract (SERE B)
course, as ordered by the Force Commander. We
completed a Cold Weather Training course for survival in arctic conditions, as well as winter and ice
driving courses. The week concluded with a final
equipment check before the last major element of the
exercise.
On November 4th Exercise ‘Nordic Resolution 07’
began and the first elements of our unit began the
1,500km journey north to Luleå, the strategic Air and
Seaports of Disembarkation (S/APOD). The exercise
scenario was based on a fictitious inter-ethnic conflict spread across various international boundaries
AN COSANTÓIR
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experienced. On arrival in theatre, the unit received a
immediate tasking to aid the 41 RR Bn in securing the
main Main Supply Route and the areas around Jokkmokk
and Boden, which would allow freedom of movement and
elections to take place on November 11th.
These are the type of operations that a EU Battle
Group once deployed would be mandated to carry out.
On our second night after two feet of snowfall, we
faced what was to be the coldest temperature of the
exercise, a low of -20º. Luckily there was no wind to
contend with and this eliminated the possibility of
wind chill. The unit maintained full operational readiness and continued to perform all tasks allotted. By
day three in Jokkmokk, we got orders to move south
with the 41 RR Bn. The unit split into two parts, the
IEDD and ESSC teams with their security element
and the unit Forward Command Post, traversed route
97, the main MSR southeast to Boden with the 41 RR
Bn to the village of Bodtraskfors. This area became a
staging venue for the 41 RR Bn and its supporting
units to consolidate prior to moving on Boden,
X-lands capital. Various tasks were conducted, including rendering safe of Vehicle Borne Improvised
Explosive Devices, Road Side Bombs and specialist
searches of a range of sites, buildings and suspected
weapons cache hides. IEDD and ESSC teams worked
closely together to render various threats safe and
succeeded in helping maintaining the push southeast
to Boden by the 41 RR Bn. While the remainder of the
unit remained in Jokkmokk, packed and prepared to
rejoin the forward elements, the weather took a turn
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for the worst. A blizzard took hold and in a matter of
four hours, another three feet of snow had fallen and
it was time to fit the snow chains on all vehicles. We
then proceeded on the MSR to rejoin and consolidate
with the forward elements of the component. A journey, which should have taken three hours, turned into
a six-hour and the unenviable task of setting-up camp
in Hedens Airbase, 15km west of Boden, in the midst
of snowstorm. To the unit’s credit, everyone pulled
together in complete darkness and had the camp routine up and running in less than 45 minutes. Over the
next three days the unit conducted various searches
and IEDD tasks and Boden was secured, freedom of
movement attained and elections were conducted.
On Monday November 12th, the exercise finished
and the battle group’s 2500 troops and their assets
redeployment plan got into full swing, as we looked
forward to our journey home. Redeploying all participating units again tested the logistics team within the
NBG, considering the logistics trail was just under
9km long. For our unit, we moved into an Artillery
Regiment’s base in Boden, where we consolidated
and prepared to fly home. The month’s ‘off island’
training and our participation in the Nordic
Resolution exercise was an experience that the members of this unit will never forget and they can hold
their heads high and be proud that they excelled in
conditions never endured by an Defence Forces unit
before and received commendations from various foreign civil and military leaders for our professionalism
and dedication to our job!■

H

As well as fielding a specialised
company with the NBG for the
exercise, the Defence Forces also
contributed several key personnel
to the multinational Force HQ.

addition,” he told me, “their grasp of English is top
notch. They’ve also been very welcoming to us since
we arrived.”
As well as long-term planning there is also midand short-term planning. Sgt Maj Tommy Owens
(home unit 4 Fd Arty Regt) works in the mid-term
planning section in J3.
“The main job of J3 plans is to produce the joint
co-ordinating orders (JCOs) for the Op plan. After
that any other planning is put out as ‘FRAGOS’. We
also run the Joint Co-ordinating Board Working
Group, where the different cells give their input to the
next JCO. With their input we develop a situational
awareness, which goes into the next JCO.”
The whole operation is conducted in English and
anyone we met from any of the other nations spoke
good English. “Nevertheless,” Sgt Maj Owens said,
“it’s an advantage having one of us working with them
because we are native speakers and we can proof
read the documents. However, these guys are well
trained and operate the same as we do. Some of them
are really sharp experts.”
Nothing moves in any military operation without
logistics and to get 2,500 troops in theatre with all
their stores and supplies and get them out again is no
easy task. In the airport, C130 Hercules were constantly flying in and out and for the heavy logistics
Ukrainian Antonov 124s were brought in. BQMS Noel
Finn (home unit DDFT) works in J4 (Logistics).
“I joined the Battle Group late, so I missed
Exercise ‘Thunderstrike’, but with my previous overseas experience I was able to slot in,” he told me.

NBG

owever, this was no ordinary Force HQ with nicely
decked-out offices and ‘cushy’ chairs. This was a
tented village capable of deploying on the ground
with the Battle Group. It was as cold there for the
HQ staff as it was for the rest of the troops on the
ground; and the ration packs tasted just the same.
I spoke to some of the Irish personnel working in
the HQ to get an idea of how the set-up works…
Sgt Maj Stan Hurley (home unit 12 Inf Bn) gave me
a brief on what goes on at this level. “I work in J5,
which is long-term planning,” he told me. “Our cell
works through Joint Operational Planning with Joint
Operations Command to come up with an overall
plan, and we develop an operational plan for the Force
Commander.” In answer to my confusion about the
designation ‘J5’ Sgt Maj Hurley told me: “The letter
just designates the level and the number denotes the
section. For example ‘2’ is Int, ‘3’ is Ops, ‘4’ is Logs.”
Sgt Maj Hurley says he’s found working in a multinational environment has been a great experience. “In

Ice Station Lulea

Tpr Tom O’Doherty surfacing
following a dive under an
iceberg.
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Sgt Maj Hurley

Sgt Maj Owens

BQMS Finn

Lt Col Campbell
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“Basically, the J4 cell looks after all movements in
and out of theatre, whether that be a strategic or tactical airlift, road movements, or other traffic in and
out of the seaport and airport.
“As the senior NCO I make sure all the reports
come in on time and that the staff officers are
informed of everything that is happening within the
AO.
“It’s very interesting working. In my section we
have an Estonian, Norwegians and Swedes. The Force
Medical Officer and a military veterinarian, a first for
me, work out of our section. The vet is the Force
Preventative Medicine Officer. He checks to see what
animals are in an area and what diseases they may
carry and then implements procedures to protect personnel and supplies from contamination.”
Given that the Irish have served alongside several
of the other nations of the NBG in various different
overseas missions it isn’t too surprising when you
bump into someone you have met before. But what
are the chances of ending up working in the same
section? Comdt Ray Yorke (home unit 4 Fd Arty Regt)
and Lt Col Janne Oksanen from the Finnish Army
first met in January 2003 while serving together with
UNMEE.
“We first worked together in UNMEE HQ in
Azmara,” Comdt York told me, “and by pure chance
here we are working together in the Fire Planning cell
with the NBG.”
“Hopefully the next time we meet will be on a mission somewhere warmer,” Lt Col Oksanen laughed.
“Perhaps the Spanish Battle Group!”
“The NBG has units operating 120mm and 81mm
mortars,” Lt Col Oksanen said, returning to the subject. “Our job is to make sure they all fire at the right
time and the right place.”
“We also have four Saab Griffin attack aircraft at
our disposal,” continued Comdt Yorke. “On the
ground we have a Tac Pilot who knows how to call in
the aircraft onto a designated target.”
“In the type of operations the NBG would be
involved in, the aim is not to destroy everything, which
may be the case in other military operations,” Lt Col
Oksanen pointed out. “We want to reduce ‘collateral
damage’, so we do it as smart and softly as possible.
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This is all part of crisis management operations now.”
The senior Irish officer serving with the NBG is Lt
Col Colm Campbell. He gave me his views on the
Irish participation in Sweden.
“Putting a multi-language Battle Group together is
very positive and it’s not simply just the military element but you have the political element as well.
Everyone contributes to the overall success.
“From an experience perspective, we are unparalleled. I’m not saying we’re better, or worse, than anybody else here but we simply have gained far more
experience through our overseas service. I think in
the IEDD unit alone, over 70 of our personnel have
served overseas before and all the Irish serving here
in Force HQ have multiple tours; seven or eight in
some cases. That experience is a crucial element that
we bring to the Battle Group.
“We also bring an impressive capability. We are
without doubt the best-resourced generation that
has ever been in the Irish Defence Forces and the
equipment, skills and people we have are as good
if not better than most other armies. We are not the
best army in the world, but we are, I believe,
the best small army. And our IEDD unit is
representative of that.”■

Visiting the Irish contingent in the Arctic Circle during their final NBG exercise was the Minister for
Defence, Willie O’Dea TD, the General Secretary of
the Dept of Defence, Michael Howard, and the Chief
of Staff, Lt Gen Dermot Earley to see at first-hand
the Defence Forces’ contribution to the multinational
force.

NBG

VIPs Head North

Lt Gen Earley with
Brig Gen Karl
Engelberktson (Fce
Comd (NBG)).

Above: Willie O’Dea with Ciaran
Murphy (Asst Sec Gen DoD)
and Michael Howard (Sec Gen
DoD) at FHQ in Sweden.
Top: Our HQ staff (l-r):
Comdt Brennan, Lt Col
Sexton, Lt Col Carroll,
Sgt Maj Owens, BQMS
Finn, Sgt Maj Hurley
and Comdt Barber.

Lt Gen Earley
“Having troops exercising here in the Artic Circle is
a first for the Defence Forces, and to come and visit
them and see them in operation taking part in this
exercise was brilliant. Then, to meet them and see
their positive, determined and professional attitude
and to hear how well they have done in the last couple of weeks here in Sweden; I was absolutely
delighted.
“It is pretty cold and they need to have the right
personal and unit equipment. I’m happy to see that
they have and that everything and everyone has
stood up to the testing conditions.
“The next move for the NBG after they complete
the exercise is to take note of the lessons learned in
order to be ready to become operational on January
1st 2008. The troops will return to their home countries and wait, ready to deploy if there is a mandate
for them. In our case any operation would have to be
UN-mandated and then our government would have
to agree to our participation.”
Minister O’Dea
“I am very, very impressed with what I have seen
today. First of all, that the operation has come
together so well; there have been far less teething
problems then were anticipated. And I am hugely
impressed with the enthusiasm and commitment of
the Irish. We are very proud of them.
“It is great to meet our troops and see how committed they are, and how they have adjusted to the
very cold conditions. Some of the lads were telling
me it drops to –30°C at night. I can’t imagine how
they have got used to it in only a few days.
“I was talking to the Force Commander about the
operation and he was telling me he was very
impressed with the equipment the Irish have, and
the experience and expertise of the staff officers,
and that he is delighted to be working with us.
“He also said that he is delighted and amazed
that the Irish and Swedish and the other nations
have gelled so well and he is quite confident that if
the Battle Group ever had to deploy in a live operation that they would be well capable.
“I’m very happy to say that when I report back to
my cabinet colleagues I’ll certainly have a lot of
good things to say.”
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he title Proud to be Irish certainly fits, as our
athletes, shooters, judo competitors and footballers did Ireland and the Defence Forces proud
both on the field of play and off it. We reported
on their preparation here in Ireland, but on meeting
them again in India, they were like different people,
such was their enhanced professional outlook and
manner.
Equally apparent was their camaraderie, especially
between the judo and soccer teams who were accommodated together. This sense of togetherness continued throughout the games between all competitors.
Of course success on the field depends to a large
degree on the hard work of others, behind the scenes.
Four such people; Brig Gen Ralph James (Chef de
Mission), Comdt Gerry Kerr (medical officer), Pte
Terry Healy (Judo Coach) and Cpl Mark Greaney (Kit
Man) deserve a mention in dispatches.
Brig Gen James was what every Chef de Mission
should be. He made sure the Irish team were allowed
every opportunity to perform, constantly on the phone
taking care of things and sorting out problems.
As the medical officer, Comdt Kerr, who many

T

Sgt Willie Braine and Capt
Pádraic Kennedy travelled with
the Defence Forces contingent to
the CISM 4th World Military
Games and they report on their
experiences in India…

called ‘the man of the trip’, was on call ‘24/7’ and was
in great demand, given the obvious problems facing
the average Irish constitution in India. In addition,
Comdt Kerr was also the ‘morale man’ and provided
great support to all, especially the soccer team.
Pte Healy was also great with his seemingly unlimited knowledge of the body and ability in helping the
competitors with relaxation techniquies, stretching
and sports massage.
Then there was Cpl Greaney the contingent workhorse, who was far more than just the kit man. He was
always on hand, ready to assist without hesitation,
including once when he spent 23 hours in customs,
ensuring that every item of kit got through.
Of course all the background preparation is focused
on the real stars, the competitors and the Defence
Forces socccer team were the first to compete.
This was the first time a soccer team had qualified
and it was unknown territory for all involved. However,
the professional and sound tactics (new Ireland manager take note) of Coy Sgt Christy Mahon, CQMS
Casey McQuillan and Comdt Jim Noone (retd) helped
the team achieve a fantastic run, reaching the quarter
finals.
The Irish scored the first goal of the tournament,
televisied to over 70 million people in their opener
against Canada, winning 4-1. They followed this with a
creditable draw against a very good Guinea team and
then lost to Egypt, who had won their two other qualifying matches.
However, the Irish had done enough to qualify for
the quarter-finals and were drawn against the Gulf
State of Qatar in their first match. Everything was
going well until the first minute of injury time of the
first half, when Qatar scored. It was a killer blow that
would have knocked the stuffing out of most teams.
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However, the determination on the Irish team faces
when they returned was evident and they put in the
performance of a lifetime, keeping the ball in the
opposition’s half for most of the second half, hitting
the woodwork over and over again.
As often happens in such games, disaster struck
as the Irish pushed more and more men forward
seeking the equaliser, when Qatar suddenly broke
forward, against the run of play and scored a second
goal. The utter disappointment on the Irish faces on
the final whistle was clear and what the defeat meant
to them. But for us in the stands, we were proud and
applauded their valiant effort on the pitch.
That night at a function to mark the end of soccer
tournament, it became quite emotional when Comdt
Noone gave his last ever speech as Defence Forces
soccer manager and he told his players how proud he
was of their performance.
An important quality in any sport is the ablility to
take a beating in good heart and our team exemplified this, as they sang and cheered the other teams
to the rafters.
Next came the judo competition and Pte Stuart
Doyle was called to the mat for his opening fight. The
entire Irish soccer team was there, including Brig Gen
James who drove for three hours through the Indian
traffic to make it. Such was the thunderous cheer
from the Irish spectators when Stuart’s name was
called, that everyone in the auditorium turned in
amazement.
After winning his opening bout Stuart said, laughing, that he didn’t know whether the fervour of his
support had inspired him or shocked his opponent,
but he knew he wasn’t going to lose that fight.
In his second fight, Stuart was up against the
competition favourite and although he gave his all,
Stuart was narrowly beaten. Sgt Gavin Coventry was
up next, fighting in the hotly contested 100kg category and he was always going to be up against it. In his
first bout Gavin fought well, but lost after what he
himself said was a simple mistake that let his opponent in.
Despite their disappointment the judo team all
agreed that the experience would stand to them and
they were already planning for the next competition.
Throughout the tournament, Capt Kennedy and I
used the shuttle buses to get around Hydrabad to as
many events as we could. Despite the traffic, we
made it to all the judo and soccer matches, all but
one of the track and field meetings and the shooting.
The track and field events were held in the stadium, where the opening ceremony took place and were
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Though we didn’t
return to Ireland with
medals, many personal bests were
achieved, we saw
some olympic records
broken by foreign
military athletes, we
reached the soccer
quarters-finals and
having fought, run,
and fired against
some of the best in
the world, we can
reflect on our sportsmen’s performances
both on and off the
field. I can only finish
as I started by saying
that they did make us
‘proud to be Irish’.
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we watched the first of our seven runners, Lt Rory
Kedney compete in the 400m heats.
Unfortunately, Rory failed to progress to the
semi-finals, finishing sixth, despite achieving a personal best of 51:45 seconds. There was also disappointment for Pte Stephen McDonnell, who was
forced to pull out of the 400m hurdles, due to a hamstring strain.
Next on track was Lt James Ledingham in the
800m, race, who ran close to his personal best with a
time of 1 minute and 56:64 seconds, but failed to
progress in a blisteringly fast third heat. The highlight
off the day was a 1 minute 53.61 seconds personal best
for Pte Alan O’Brien, who finished fourth in the 800m
heats. Alan’s time secured him a ‘fastest losers’ spot
for the next day’s semi-finals. But he did not qualify.
Ptes Noel Kelly and Colin Merirtt both acquitted
themselves well in the 5,000m heats, although neither
qualified in a well-contested field.
Pte David Doherty competed in the 1,500m but
failed to qualify, again among tough opposition, in
extremely high temperatures.
Despite our best efforts, a three hour drive through
the Hydrerabad traffic meant that we missed out on
Sgt Seán Baldwin’s event in the shooting competition,
but this was compensated for when we learned that
he was to receive a medal from the Indian Army, in
recognition of his determination to continue with his
sport and his military career, despite losing a leg in a
traffic accident.
Sgt Baldwin’s fellow international shooters could
not believe that he was still shooting at this level with
his injuries, given the degree of training that is
required.
We were in time to see Capt Ray Kane firing but
the event was very disappointing for such an experienced shooter as he got three stoppages during the
timed event, which ruled him out of a chance of progressing.
The Irish teams’ bases were so far away that they
couldn’t come get together for a farewell meal, but at
least they were all together for the opening ceremony,
where we watched the Defence Forces contingent
enter the stadium along with competitors from over
100 other armed forces in front of 5,000 spectators, in
a spectacle that was televised.
Though we didn’t return to Ireland with medals,
many personal bests were achieved, we saw some
olympic records broken by foreign military athletes,
we reached the soccer quarters-finals and having
fought, run, and fired against some of the best in
the world, we can reflect on our sportsmen’s
performances both on and off the field. I can only
finish as I started by saying that they did make
us ‘proud to be Irish’.■

any members of the Defence Forces, serving
and retired, will have heard with sadness of the
death of Fr Paddy Bresnan, Parish Priest of
Meadowbrook, Dublin, in September. An
extraordinary, charismatic, pastoral priest, he
achieved legendary status as an army chaplain, serving mostly in Cathal Brugha Bks. His appeal could be
gauged from the massive attendance at the obsequies where hundreds attended the removal and
Requiem Mass: army personnel and priests from all
over the country but especially representatives from
his former parishes.
Meadowbrook parish orchestrated the show in a fitting way, with the children, whom he loved, leading the
choirs. In his funeral homily, Bishop Jim Moriarty, a
life-long friend, memorably said: “Many people would
describe Fr Paddy as ‘a good priest’. Eamonn Dunphy
might describe him as ‘a great priest’. Fr Paddy would
describe himself as ‘a mighty priest’.” Yes, ‘mighty’ (or
‘mightee’, with the emphasis on the ‘tee’) was his
catch cry as he harangued sentries on Lebanese
checkpoints, shouted down from the Cusack Stand or
welcomed the crowd at a parent’s meeting.
Fr Paddy never stood on ceremony whether in clerical, military or civilian life. In an early appointment in
Ringsend, he won the hearts of the local ‘teddy boys’
of the day as easily as he had the more liturgically
enlightened. On his departure, one gang leader promised – “Father, if you have any problems in your new
parish, give us a buzz and we’ll have two carloads
over in minutes.”
A supremely intelligent raconteur, classical
pianist, talented sportsman, captivating preacher, he
remained every inch a priest. His sermons were as
unpredictable as his punch lines. During Mass on a
Sunday in July 1992, he moved over to the pulpit,
raised his hand over his head and began: “My dear
people, this is a very special hand: look closely at it
because it is unique. This is the hand that baptised
Michael Carruth.” (Twenty-four hours earlier, Michael
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In September the death occurred
of the Very Reverend Fr Patrick
‘Brez’ Bresnan, former Chaplain to
the Forces. Many soldiers would
have crossed Fr Bresnan’s path
through his parish work in barracks at home and overseas. Fr
Seamus Dunican PP, Rahan,
Tullamore, (also a former Chaplain
to the Forces) reflects on the life
of the ‘Mighty Brez’…

THE MIGHTY

BREZ

had won the Olympic gold medal for boxing and
Ireland was on a high. Years earlier, Fr Paddy had baptised the Carruth triplet boys in Walkinstown. He and
Michael later served together in the Brugha.) True to
form, his final comment after the Blessing was: “I’ll
be outside after Mass if anyone wishes to shake this
hand; it’ll cost you £5.”
In overseas service with the Defence Forces he
was ‘all things to all men’. Few soldiers had the
morale boosting skills so vital in that alien situation.
Young men confined to remote hilltops surrounded by
sandbags and razor wire welcomed any visitor. His
arrival by jeep at such an observation post for weekly
Mass was an event. With tin Mass-box under his arm,
hinges broken, lid held on with twine, stole hanging
out, and the inevitable pipe steaming, the Brez rounded up all and sundry, produced a deck of cards, had a
few rounds of pontoon, collected his winnings and
then proceeded with the Rosary.
Once, when vesting, he yelled at a young soldier by
nickname. The banter went:-

IN MEMORY

In an early appointment in Ringsend, he
won the hearts of the
local ‘teddy boys’ of
the day as easily as
he had the more
liturgically enlightened. On his departure, one gang leader
promised – “Father, if
you have any problems in your new
parish, give us a buzz
and we’ll have two
carloads over in
minutes.”

“Wacky, rattle off the Rosary.”
“Don’t know it, Father”.
“Every soldier who ever entered this man’s
army knows Our Lady’s Rosary.”
“Please Father, I’m a Protestant!!!”
You underestimated Fr Paddy at your peril.
Partnered with Comdt Frank Egan, the Ordnance
Officer, he won the UN Contingent Bridge Competition,
to the humiliation and digust of the Swedes and Finns
who regarded Nordic players as masters of the game.
Even in military situations he excelled. One Christmas
Eve in Lebanon he decided that both chaplains (I was
the other one) should go together on a tour of the outlying camps in the AO (area of operations) hearing the
Christmas Confessions. In our shriving, business was
reasonably slack.
At one stage, we took a wrong turning, went outside the UN-controlled area down a dirt track to bandit
country and drove straight into an illegal roadside
checkpoint. Three unsavoury members of the Christian
militia (employed by the occupying Israeli forces) held
us up with their Kalashnikov rifles. Quick as a flash,
the Brez said: “Leave this to me.” He hopped out of
the jeep and ran into the middle of them shouting:
“Marahaba… Bethlehem… Maria… bambino…
noël…Angelus…Jesus…Gloria in excelsis Deo!” The
message got across. In minutes he had all three on
their knees on the dirty road, gave them a solemn
Christmas Blessing, jumped back into the jeep and
roared at me: “ Put the boot down as far as it’ll go!”
Fr Paddy was a deeply committed priest with great
concern for the sick and sensitivity for the underdog.
His known devotion to Our Lady was sincere. At his
funeral little children sang the Salve Regina, no mean
feat in an age devoid of the traditional Gregorian
chant and Latin, and many a soldier was pulled aside
in Camp Shamrock to recite the Rosary on the dark
path to the NCOs’ Mess.
He will be greatly missed, especially by his sister
Ailish, his parishioners and his close clerical companions. With his friend Fr Gerry O’Brien he formed a
cabaret act, which was much sought after from
Woodenbridge to Portamarock. While he could bluff
his way through a poker game and reluctantly concede a nine-inch putt, his generosity was most real.
Sometimes when called to the scene of a sudden
death, his sincere expression of sorrow was followed
with the sub voce remark “And how are you fixed?”
The good Lord had a word for unconventional people like Fr Paddy Bresnan, when he said: “Of such is
the Kingdom of Heaven.”■
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here isn’t a week that goes by without you hearing
the tragic news of another fatality on our roads
and most of us have been involved in a road traffic accident, either directly or come across one.
Likewise, we all know someone who has died or has
been disabled for life because of his or her involvement in a RTA. We become complacent when it
comes to our attitude and behaviour behind the
wheel, thinking that it will never happen to us.
Like most soldiers, I’ve attended countless presentations throughout my career about safety in relation
to care of hearing or weapons handling. But, last
November, Sgmn Brendan Walshe who is based in
Baldonnel asked me to come along to a road safety
brief, given by An Garda Síochána.
At the presentation, given by Garda Declan Egan
of the Garda Road Safety Unit there was the current
intake of recruits with a few instructors and Air Corps
personnel. The basic aims of Declan’s hour long brief
was to increase road safety awareness, identify causes of road accidents and finally discuss how road
users can avoid their involvement in traffic accidents.
Throughout his brief, Garda Egan used videos, stills
and the statistics to get the message across and
Declan was not talking rocket science, but in fact
about some simple steps that will, if applied by driv-
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This Christmas, make an early
New Year’s resolution when using
our roads and with a little be of
common sense and awareness
you’ll arrive at your destination
safely. Sgt David Nagle reports…
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ers, motorcyclists, cyclists and pedestrians alike,
will save lives. Declan noted that deaths on the
roads were at a five year low, but the amount of cars
have doubled in 20 years and the sheer volume of
traffic can increase your chances of involvement in a
traffic accident.
The Garda Road Safety Unit’s primary role is to
educate road users how to be safe when on the road
and Declan made no bones about it to the recruits
present, that the Gardai target young drivers for a
number of reasons. Nearly a third killed on the roads
are between 17 to 25 years of age. He also stated
that young drivers at time lack ability and skill, under
estimate the levels of risk, are over confident and
can be influenced by peer pressure. When Garda
Egan asked for a show of hands on who knew of
someone killed or injured in an car crash, well over
two-thirds of those present raised their hands.
It was the death of a young Air Corps Cadet in
2006 in a traffic accident, that spurred Sgmn Walshe
to organise this type of brief. As a PDFORRA Aero
Rep, Brendan thought these briefings would, he
hoped, have an effect on drivers’ attitudes.
So what can we as drivers or motorcyclists do to
improve road safety!

S ea t B el t s: En
sure ev

eryone is wearin
their seat belts
g
correctly and ch
ildren are
in the appropria
ted booster se
at.
S pe e d Lim i t s
: Adhere to the sp
eed limits.
S low D ow n:
This just doesn’
t apply to the
speed limits, bu
t you should re
duce your
speed in built-u
p areas, in ice
and wet road
surf ace conditi
ons, at night or
in po
bility and finally
keep your distan or visithe car in front.
ce from

N ev e r Dr ink a
nd Dr iv e : Nev

er consume
alcohol or drug
s, as it will serio
usly impair
your ability to dr
ive and react.
T he L aw : Alw
ays adhere to th
e road traffic
laws. Have a va
lid driving licen
se, insurance and NCT
cert
ply can result in ificate. Failure to coma criminal offe
nce, which
could involve im
prisonment, a dr
iving ban
or penalty poin
ts.

In summary, as Garda Egan said, when on the
road “Expect the unexpected” and always be ready
to anticipate and be ready to take the necessary
actions safely.
If you are looking for information on road safety,
log onto: www.rsa.ie or if you’re interested in getting
Garda Egan out for a talk, contact the Garda Road
Safety Unit, Dublin Castle, Dublin 1.
The Safe Cross Code
There is no better way to develop safe road awareness than through teaching children how to simply
cross the road. This December, the Road Safety
Authority has reproduced a revamped version of the
catchy 70s song The Safe Cross Code. Singer and
Comedian Brendan Grace with the kids from the
fifth and sixth class from Derrywash National
School, Mayo have cut a CD, which would make an
excellent stocking filler this Christmas. The CD is
on sale in all major music stores. ■

he bronze 12-pounder gun in the military exhibition was one of a consignment of 36 guns, 6pounders and 12-pounders, received by the Royal
Irish Artillery Regiment in 1796. This regiment,
established in 1756, had its headquarters in
Chapelizod, Dublin from 1760 until its amalgamation
with the Royal Artillery Regiment, Woolwich, London,
on passing of the Act of Union in 1801.
The inscriptions on the 12-pounder include, the
maker’s name, Francis Kinman, London; date of manufacture, 1794; the Irish harp with the Royal Irish
Artillery motto; and the motto of the Marquess of
Drogheda, the Master General of Ordnance in Ireland
at that time.
This Royal Irish Artillery Regiment was engaged in
a number of actions in the 1798 Rebellion. In some
incidents its guns were captured and used against the
Crown forces. The French, commanded by General
Humbert, captured a number of 6-pounder guns at
Castle on 27th August 1798.
Later, at Ballinamuck on 8th September, after the
French surrender, a 6-pounder gun directed by Gunner
Magee fired the last rounds against the Crown forces.
Magee had been a member of the Longford Militia
who surrendered at Castlebar. After the defeat at
Ballinamuck he was captured and hanged. Magee
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Exhibit

Barracks, Kildare Town, was named after him. The
barracks is now closed, but the memory of Magee and
his brave stand at Ballinamuck in defence of his gun
and his comrades, lives on in the tradition of the
Artillery Corps.
In 1997 I made inquiries about the guns of the
Royal Irish Artillery. Gunner and historian Adrian
Caruna and Dr St John Hennessy, both deceased,
provided information concerning this 12-pounder
gun, which was then in the Royal Artillery Museum,
Woolwich. Subsequently, the late General Sir
Martin Frandale KCB, chairman of the Royal
Artillery Museum Ltd, Brigadier Ken Timbers and
Major Ron Lovat, gave a positive response to my
request for the return of the gun to Dublin and in
1998 the Royal Artillery Historical Trust donated the
gun to the Defence Forces. Brigadier Timbers,
Historical Secretary, made the formal presentation
to the Minister for Defence, Michael Smith TD, in
Clancy Barracks, Dublin on 12th of November of
that year.
The Ordnance Corps constructed the carriage and
kept the gun in safekeeping until the exhibitions were
opened in the National Museum in October 2006.
For more on The Military Heritage of Ireland Trust
Ltd log onto www.irishsoldiers.com ■
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In this series,
written on behalf
of The Military
Heritage of
Ireland Trust Ltd,
visitors to the
military exhibition at the
National
Museum, Collins
Barracks, Dublin,
give their views
on their favourite
exhibit.

In this article,
Maj Gen PF Nowlan (Retd)
writes about a bronze
12-pounder gun…
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BOOK REVIEWS

This Christmas, why not consider one of these two books as
an ideal gift to a loved one.

To the Limits of Endurance –
One Irishman’ War
Author: Jack Harte and Sandra Mara
Published by: Liberties Press
Price: €14.99

This ‘warts and all’ true story of a 16 year old Dublin lad
Jack Harte, who is bored with his life decides to join the
British Army in 1937 looking for adventure. Co-written
with Sandra Mara, Jack begins with his tale on joining
the army in Liverpool and his exploits as a boy-soldier
in pre-war Malta. Then he sees action fighting Arab
rebels in the Palestinian uprising before returning to
Malta on the outbreak of WWII, where he witnessed
the destruction and terror of modern siege warfare
dished out to the Maltese people. Jack continues his
wartime adventures on joining the Special Boat
Service and undertakes clandestine underwater
operations behind enemy lines. On leaving the SBS,
Jack rejoins the land battle with the Royal Irish
Fusiliers in 1943 on the Greek Island of Leros and is
captured and made a prisoner of war for the
reminder of the war.
As a prisoner he suffered with others at the
hands of his German captives, imprisoned close to
the notorious Belsen Camp. On surviving the war,
Jack Harte returns to Dublin and parents who
taught he was dead. He married in 1945 and soon
took up a job with Guinness. He became actively
involved in the trade union movement and was
elected a Senator in 1973, where he served for 22
years. He is the only Irish politician to have
served in WWII. To the Limits of Endurance – One Irishman’s
War is at times a harrowing story of one man’s exploits, but
like most aspects of a soldiers is filled with the funny and
witty moments, which can at times keep comrades sane,
even under the most arduous conditions.
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Out of Range
Author: Barry Foley
Price: €12.99
Out of Range follows the fictional actions of the
Irish Naval Service as it responds to an international emergency in the Atlantic Ocean. As terrorist threaten the lives of 800 Americans on board a
luxury liner, Flag Officer Commodore Tom Garrett
based at his headquarter in Haulbowline, Cork dispatches LÉ Eithne and LÉ Niamh while on routine
patrol to intercept the liner and if necessary mount
an rescue operation. At sea, Commander Mike Ford,
Captain LÉ Eithne must draw on his years of seafaring experience and prepare his crew for immediate
action, if and when the order comes from
Haulbowline. First time author Barry Foley, himself a
former sailor with the Naval Service was allowed
unique access to the base and LÉ Eithne in his
research for the book and he has captured in detail
how the Naval Service might respond to such an action
of maritime terrorism. This exciting thriller is bound to
keep any sailor in his or her bunk over the Christmas..■

HERITAGE
3 Motor Squadron
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31 Reserve Cavalry Squadron

5 Motor Squadron

5 Motor Squadron

5 Cavalry Squadron

5 Cavalry Squadron

5 Cavalry Squadron

54 Reserve Cavalry Squadron

11 Motor Squadron

11 Motor Squadron

11 Motor Squadron

11 Cavalry Squadron

62 Reserve Cavalry Squadron

n 1922, the Armoured Car Corps was established. In 1934 it
changed to the Cavalry Corps and during the Emergency, the
motor squadrons were established. In 1983, their designations
changed to cavalry squadrons and some unit badges in use had to
change because they included the word ‘Motor’. In general all the
badges contain the Cavalry Corps colours: red, black, and green.

I

3 Mot or Squa d ron : Established 1959 following the FCÁ integration
from the Clonmel Battalion. The first unit flash was introduced in
1979 and was copied from the vehicle decal. In 1990 Cpl B Cantwell
redesigned the badge incorporating the Corps colours. In 2005, 3
Cavalry Squadron was re-designated 31 Reserve Cavalry Squadron
in the Army Reserve.
5 Mot or Squa d ron: Established in 1959 following the FCÁ integration from the Castlebar Battalion. The unit flash was designed by
Capt M Fadden in 1968 and was based on the Castlebar town crest.
It also included yew trees, derived from County Mayo’s name meaning ‘the plain of the yews’.
The Castle represents Barry's Castle, from which Castlebar gets its
name. The crossed pikes refer to the events of 1798 and the five
crosses represent the parishes of Aglish, Ballyhean, Breaghwy,
Balla and Bellcara. The unit wore five badge variations between 1968
and 2005. In 2005, 5 Cavalry Squadron along with three companies of
the 17 Infantry Battalion FCÁ were re-designated as 54 Reserve
Cavalry Squadron in the Army Reserve.
11 Mot or Squa d ron: Established in 1959 following the FCÁ integration from the 11 Cyclist Squadron and was the first cavalry unit
to have a flash (1962). In 1971 a new badge was designed by Sgts
Collins, Carroll, O’Keeffe, Carroll and Kirby. Although a motor
squadron, the unit badge carried the word ‘Cavalry’. It measured 4.5
inches x 4 inches, which made it the largest unit badge worn.
In 2005, 11 Cavalry Squadron was re-designated 62 Reserve Cavalry
Squadron in the Army Reserve.
For more information, log onto: www.irishmilitaryinsignia.com
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RDF Cavalry Corps Flashes
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D isa bili t y Aw a re ne ss
Dear Sir
I am writing to you to express my thanks to the members of the
Defence Forces for participating in the “Siege of Awareness”
Disability Awareness Day in Kilkenny Castle. The participation of
the Defence Forces and the Reserve Forces ensured that the whole
event was a major success. In particular I wish to express a depth
of gratitude to Lt Col Kieran Brennan OC 3rd Inf Bn and all the
NCOs and Men of the Southern Brigade.
Please pass on my thanks to the Southern Brigade Pipe Band who
put a magnificent performance on the day. Their music, impeccable
dress and deportment was a credit to the uniform.
I would also like to thank the Black Knights Defence Forces
Parachute Display Team who gave a thrilling performance of skill
and accuracy on the day. Please pass on my sincerest thanks to
Comdt Adrain O’Murchu and Capt Steve O’Sullivan and all the
team.
Finally I would like to finish by saying that on behalf of all members
of the Irish Wheelchair Association, we are very proud of all the
great work that is done at home and abroad by members of the
Defence Forces and we are very appreciative of the way the
Defence Forces made our Disability Awareness Day a huge success and if we can be of any assistance to members of the Defence
Forces or their families, it would be our pleasure.
Once again many thanks
In appreciation
Tony Coy
Service Co-ordinator
Irish Wheelchair Association

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
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Spode
“Spode Ltd along with its
teamed partners wish
all personnel of the
Defence Forces and
their families a very
happy Christmas and a
safe and peaceful New
Year both at home and
abroad.”
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