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On the
Ball
Sgt Paul O’Neill
photo shows the
Cathal Brugha Golf
Society on their
April outing in the
Grange Castle Golf
Course, Clondalkin,
Dublin 22.

Ready
to Go

Well Done Bro’
Sgt Lorraine Bracken is seen here with her brother,
Pte John Paul Bracken (both 4 Fd Arty Regt) who
completed his NCOs course in the 4 W BTC this
April. Photo by: Cpl Mandy Connolly (HQ 4 W Bde).

An Taoiseach,
Mr Bertie Ahern TD paid
a visit to McKee Bks in
early April and was
briefed by Lt Gen Pat
Nash (OP Comd EUFOR
Chad) on his plans for
the deployment of his
forces to Eastern Chad
in May. Mr Ahern is
seen here with Mr
Michael Howard (Sec
Gen DOD), Lt Gen Nash
(left), the Chief of Staff,
Lt Gen Dermot Earley
(right) and some of the
troops bound for Chad.
Photo by: Armn Billy
Galligan.

A Family Affair
Cpl Mandy Connolly’s (HQ 4 W Bde) photo shows
husband and wife, Ptes Michael and Avril
Grufferty (both 1 Cn Cois) who successfully completed an NCOs course in April. They along with
40 other students of 6th Tri-Modular NCOs course
passed out in Custume Bks, Athlone.

4

AN COSANTÓIR

Apr il 2008

Progress Report
Pictured on the steps of DFHQ are (l/r): Maj Gen Dave Ashe (D COS Sp), Mr Maurice
Quinn (Asst Sec Gen DOD), Col Brian O’Keeffe (RACO), Dr Eileen Doyle (Chair IMG) and
Sgt Gerry Rooney (PDFORRA). They are part of the Independent Monitoring Group whose
job it is to review the implementation of the Response to the Challenge in the Workplace
throughout the Defence Forces. Photo by: Armn Billy Galligan.

Running o

Pictured (l/r) are: Pte Aoife H
Hession (all 54 Res CIS Coy)
Championships, held in Fore
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On
Parade
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The 4 W Bde held a
recruit training camp
in Columb Bks,
Mullingar from
March 15th to the
28th and CQ Ger
O’Connor’s (54 Res
Arty Regt) photo
shows instructors
and students following their St Patrick’s
Day Parade.

Up the 27th
Col JJ O’Reilly (EO 2 E Bde) is seen here congratulating Sgt Vaughan Callan (27 Inf Bn) and
team captain of the 27 Inf Bn, winners of the
Brigade Medical Service Gaelic Football Final.
In a closely fought game, the 27 Inf Bn beat
the 5 Inf Bn 1-7 to-7 at the Army Grounds,
Phoenix Park on April 11th. In his address, Col
O’Reilly praised both teams for their efforts on
the pitch and wished the 27 Inf Bn every success in the All-Army Final in May. Photo by:
Cpl Jenny O’Neill.

unning on Reserve

ed (l/r) are: Pte Aoife Hegarty, Cpl Grainne Meehan, Sgt Audrey Elliot and Pte Emma
on (all 54 Res CIS Coy), Senior Ladies team winners of the 4 W Bde RDF Orienteering
pionships, held in Forest Park, Boyle on April 13th.

On the Box
The Late Late Show in April did a big feature on the Defence Forces pending deployment
to Chad. Pictured here during rehearsals, standing (l/r): Mr Pat Sammond, Comdt Mark
Brownen, Mr Pat Cowap and Comdt Stephen Morgan. Kneeling (l/r): Pte Shane Gallagher
and Sgt Andy Faulkner. During the show, they demonstrated some of the weapons and
equipment the Irish troops will use in Chad. Photo by: Armn Billy Galligan.

Excellence
through People
In April, the Department of Defence received an
Excellence through People award from FÁS for developing schemes, which act as a driver for change and innovation. It also promotes employee learning. Armn
Galligan’s photo shows (l/r): Maj Gen Pat O’Sullivan (D
COS Ops), Mr Willie O’Dea TD (Mins for Def) and Mr
Michael Howard (Sec Gen DOD) at the award ceremony
held in DFHQ.

Let Me
Entertain
You
Golfers on tour
Pictured outside The Goat Bar and Restaurant are (l-r):
Mr Eamon Cregan, Col Pat Herbert (D Res Fces), Mr
Charlie Chawke (proprietor of The Goat), Comdt Michael
Cregan (Retd) and Brig Gen Pat Hayes (GOC 1 S Bde).
Mr Chawke sponsored the four golfers who took part
GAA Legends All-Ireland Charity Golf Inter-County
Championship. This even was held at the La Manga Golf
Course, Spain in April. Photo: Armn Billy Gallilgan.

Pictured here in the Officers
Mess, McKee Bks is Dolly
McMahon who spoke to An
Cosantóir recently about her
experiences in the Congo in
1962. As an Irish ballad
singer, Dolly was part of a
group of performers that
entertained Irish troops
serving with ONUC. Photo
by: Armn Billy Galligan.
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The 1916 Commemoration
On Sunday March 23rd, President Mary
McAleese led the nation in remembering
our 1916 heroes in a commemoration ceremony outside the GPO in O’Connell St.
As always the Defence Forces plays a pivotal role in the ceremony each year.
Thousands crammed the centre of Dublin
to observe this unique commemoration.
Photos by: Cpl Jimmy Breene.
Musicians from the
Defence Forces Band
played throughout the
ceremony.

Lt Gen Dermot Earley (COS), left and Brig Gen Denis
Murphy (GOC 2 E Bde) attended.

Minister for Defence, Mr Willie O’Dea TD is
accompanied by Col Paul Pakenham and Col
George Kearton.

??

Capt Ross Dunphy
(DFHQ) reads out the
Proclamation during the
ceremony.

Troops from the RDF provided the Presidental Guard
of Honour.

President McAleese lays a
wreath on behalf of the people
of Ireland.

6

AN COSANTÓIR

Apr il 2008

28/04/2008

16:24

Page 7

news update…

news update… news update…

The Funeral of President Patrick Hillery
On April 16th, the state funeral took place of
Ireland’s former President Patrick Hillery (19761990). As with all state ceremonies, the Defence
Forces plays a vital part in marking the occasion.
Armn Billy Galligan and Cpl Jim Breene where
there to record the Defence Forces contribution in
celebrating the life of one of its former Commanders
in Chief. Troops taking part were drawn from all
services of the Defence Forces.
Right: Following the Requiem Mass in the Pro-Cathedral, the
late President’s remains are carried to the hearse, again by
the bearer party from 2 E Bde MP Coy. Also pictured are Dr
Maeve Hillery, Patrick Hillery’s widow and her family. As his
remains pass, the escort party for the National Flag and the
Flag of the 2 Eastern Brigade, along with an honour guard
from the Cdt Sch, Mil Col salute the late President by presenting arms.

NEWS UPDATE
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Below: Sgt Greg Callan (2 E Bde MP Coy) leads the bearer
party carry President Hillery’s remains in the Pro-Cathedral
on April 15th.
Right: The Officer Pall Bearers escort the
President’s remains to the graveside.
Below: Pictured here are troops from the 5
Inf Bn, based in McKee Bks, Dublin. They
are in full ceremonial dress carrying their
weapons in the reverse position and are
marching in slow time.

The firing party from
2 Inf Bn present
arms during the
playing of the last
post.
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s tensions boiled over in newly-independent
Kosovo recently with the death of a UN police
officer following a demonstration by Serb militants in the north of Kosovo, the world was
abruptly reminded of the potential for volatility in
this tiny Balkan enclave.
Such was the ferocity of the violence, the UN
police had to hand over responsibility to the KFOR
troops on stand-by from the French-led brigade,
catapulting Kosovo back to into the world’s media
spotlight.

A

Over the last St Patrick’s Day
weekend, An Cosantóir
travelled with a small media
group and met up with the Irish
troops serving in Kosovo. In this
month’s magazine, we feature
this article by Declan Power and
the following articles by our resident journalist, Wesley Bourke.
All photographs taken by Armn
Jeff Healy (Air Corps Photo Sec)
and by Cpl Amy Hopkins (CIS Det
37 Inf Gp). Since their visit,
37 Inf Gp has returned home,
replaced by the troops of
38 Inf Gp.

While the violence was contained, its ripples swept
gently over the whole of Europe’s newest state causing
the 260-plus Irish troops serving with KFOR to be put
on high alert and have their St Patrick’s Day festivities
cancelled.
Just before the violence erupted the Sunday
Business Post spoke to the Irish general commanding
Kosovo’s central multi-national brigade.
Brig Gen Gerry Hegarty, a softly spoken Sligo-man
is the general officer commanding of one of the five
multi-national task forces keeping a delicate peace
in a country a little bigger than Munster.
“An event in any part of this country can have an
immediate impact on stability and security
throughout the rest of it”, Brig Gen Hegarty told
the SBP in a comprehensive briefing he managed
to deliver as well as giving directions to his staff
officers to ready his Task Force.
In addition to his fellow Irishmen, Brig Gen
Hegarty also commands contingents of
Finnish, Swedish, Slovakian, Latvian and
Czech soldiers.
The troops are there to maintain stability,
provide humanitarian assistance and the necessary support to the fledgling Kosovan Police
Service (KPS). While last week the world was
focused on Mitrovica, the area where the most
recent violence occurred, Brig Gen Hegarty explained
how this could impact on his patch.
“We have to be ready to respond if one of our neighbouring sectors requires assistance. While the French
are usually well able to look after their area, prolonged
public order situations are very tiring on troops and it
would be expected that we provide relief on the
ground where possible”.
Indeed, in the short enough outbreak of violence
at Mitrovica, aside from the death of the unfortunate
UN Ukrainian police officer, over 20 French soldiers
were injured, some having to be repatriated to
France for treatment.
Last month on two separate occasions the
KFOR troops from the Brig Gen Hegarty’s
Task Force had to be put between marauding
Serb mobs preventing them from burning

THE KOSOVO CH

Irish Troops take part in riot
training.
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Below: A KPS police officer.
Right: Brig Gen
Hegarty opens a
bridge rebuilt by Irish
military engineers.
Below: Serbian protesters in the village
of Gracanica.
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down border posts. “It was a successful operation
even though it looked ugly at the start and the
Kosovan police were beginning to be overwhelmed”
said Brig Gen Hegarty. “However, when the troops
were deployed the crowd immediately backed down”.
“What people sometimes forget” said Brig Gen
Hegarty, “is that while the war is over, this country is
awash with weapons and munitions. It’s quite easy
for a demonstration to go from one where the police
can seem to cope, to one where we (KFOR) have to
take over and then find grenades being thrown and

CHALLENGE

rifles being fired”.
Fortunately however, the Irish-led Task Force has
managed to contain serious violent threats through a
combination of what can be described as community
peace-keeping and readiness to deploy the heavier
resources when required.
“We learned our lesson with the outbreak of rioting
back in 2004 and as a result the then commanding general set up a system of Liaison Monitoring Teams
(LMTs). The composition varies from contingent to
contingent.
It’s unusual, but they don’t overtly carry weapons or
move in normal military manner. They wear uniform
and travel in small groups on foot and in jeeps and
stop routinely for chats with locals and know many on
first name terms.
For example, the Swede teams tend to monitor and
patrol the university area and deal mainly with the
student population. As a result, they are composed of
young very well educated soldiers.
The Irish teams go all over however and deal with
all types. Therefore our LMTs are made up of our most
experienced officers and NCOs, some of whom have
served overseas on over 20 different occasions. This
means the Irish presence brings an awful lot of experience to the job.
It is this ability to communicate, to take the pulse if
you like, that has enabled us to keep harmonious relations going with the local population.”
But this is not something Brig Gen Hegarty or his
soldiers take for granted. From the newest young private to the more experienced sergeants, the Irish
troops in Kosovo know things can change as quickly
as a breeze across the Shannon.
Munsterman, Sgt Patsy O’Driscoll, is typical of the
profile of the Irish peacekeeper, he has served on ten
different trips overseas, from Lebanon to Liberia.
“Most of the people in our area are KosovanAlbanians, they wanted independence and are really
happy to have it. But they also want to taste prosperity and develop a future for themselves and their
children.
The actions of the Serbian mobs in the north can
unsettle them and make them feel insecure. If that
isn’t addressed, then the Serb minority in our sector
can be put at risk and that’s where we come in.
But the military can only do so much” Sgt
O’Driscoll added, “ultimately the international community will need to pour a lot of money into infrastructure for peace and prosperity to bed in here”.
The Serb minority Sgt O’Driscoll refers to were on
the receiving end of a nasty outbreak of ethnic violence in 2004.
Senior staff officer and Waterford native, Lt Col
Edmund Fogarty explains: “Within our sector we have
a cluster of villages we call the ‘Serbian Crescent’,
there were 19 Serbs killed in rioting there in 2004 and
numerous Serb families left following the violence.
Since then we have committed ourselves to the
Serbs that we will ensure their safety...and we will!”
Lt Col Fogarty has reason to be so steadfast. In 2004,
despite KFOR being caught on the hop, Irish soldiers
were acknowledged to have played a massive role in
getting in quickly between the Serb minority at towns
like Granacia in the Irish sector.
As Brig Gen Hegarty explains: “It’s ironic, but it’s
probably our own country’s troubled past and the role
our army played as aid to the civil power that has
enabled us to make such a useful contribution in
Kosovo”.■

OVERSEAS
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Declan Power is an independent security
correspondent.
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ince the declaration of independence the local
Albanians are still on a high and their happiness
is clearly evident as you travel through their towns
and villages. Because the Serbians are in the
minority in MNTF (C)’s AOR they are very nervous
about the immediate future. The Serbian Government
in Belgrade are sending ministers to Serb areas in
Kosovo to strengthen ties but this is actually polarising the situation as Kosovo’s Serbians are staying
aligned to Belgrade while the Albanians are trying to
create their own state. How long the government in
Pristina will put up with Serbian ministers visiting
Kosovo is hard to say.
C (‘Charlie’) Company is the operational component of the Irish Infantry Group and is the most
southerly of the manoeuvre companies in MNTF(C).
With an AOR of 560km square, it has 81 villages, four
Serbian, one Albanian/Croatian, one
Albanian/Serbian, and the remainder Albanian.
“To our northwest and northeast we border the
Swedish and Finnish companies while our southern

S

borders are with the Americans and Germans of
MNTF(S) and MNTF(E),” explained Capt John
O’Sullivan, 2/ic C Coy. “Our mission is to carry out
operations within our boundaries in order to maintain
a safe and secure environment, ensuring freedom of
movement, with equal opportunities for all, as stated
in UN Resolution 1244.”
To do this, C Company carries out what are known
as ‘framework operations‘. These include daily patrols
(mobile and foot) and checkpoints. Since the declaration of independence, the main focus is on enclaves in
mixed areas and there is a 24-hour presence in the
Serbian villages. Security operations are also conducted along the Administrative Boundary Line
(ABL) to prevent criminal activities (smuggling, illegal woodcutting, drug smuggling and human trafficking), which are seen as a threat to the safe and secure
environment of Kosovo.
There are also co-ordinated search operations
conducted with the KPS (Kosovo Police Service).
Pristina itself, which is in C Company’s AOR, has

On February 17th Kosovo
declared independence from
Serbia. Since then there have
been protests in Serbia itself and
from the Serbian communities in
Kosovo. While some countries,
including Ireland, have recognised Kosovo’s independences,
others have not. For the troops
of 37 Inf Gp it was a very
demanding tour...
Scarlatti, a permanent
member of the OP Mara
team, oversees some
action.

Charlie’s AO
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been classified since 2006 for low- profile’ operations,
which means KFOR do not conduct framework operations in the city. The only KFOR personnel operating in
Pristina on a day-to-day basis are the LMTs and the
Multinational Specialised Unit, which is a combined
unit comprising primarily gendarmerie and carabinieri.
“In order for us to do our job properly out here we
have to liaise with a number of different groups,” said
Capt O’Sullivan. “These would include UNMIK,
UNMIK (Police), the KPS, KFOR’s Tactical Reserves,
LMTs, other contingents, village leaders and airport
management.”
For the troops of 37 Inf Gp their tour has been distinctly divided into two parts; before the declaration
of independence and after!
“Since the declaration the Serbians living in our
AOR feel very vulnerable and they feel the need for a
KFOR presence to protect them and provide security,” continued Capt O’Sullivan, “so we kicked in with
enhanced framework operations, providing 24-hour
security in the enclave areas. The monitoring of
Albanian traffic going through the Serbian areas
ensures there is no provocation and discourages any
acts of triumphalism. We have also conducted patrols
up to the ABL and into Pristina, and we have been on
constant ‘two-hour notice to move‘. This puts restrictions on leave, travel and any liberties that the soldiers may have had.”
Above:
On patrol with C Coy we travelled through Stimlje,
A foot patrol passes through an
which is in the southern sector of C Coy’s AOR. With
Albanian village.
a population of over 10,000 it is 100% Albanian.
Although Serbians used to live here you can tell by
Left:
Capt John O’Sullivan with Pte
the architecture and the demeanour of the people that
Ian Ryan.
you are in an Albanian town, as compared to the
Serbian villages of Dobrotin, Donja-Gusterica,
Gornja-Gusterica and Livade.
“You have to understand, though, that a lot of the
Below left:
issues
of concern for the ordinary people of Kosovo
Mowag APC leaving Camp
are the day-to-day means of survival,” said Capt
Clarke.
O’Sullivan. “No matter what their ethnic background,
come autumn they all get worried about the winter
Below:
Pte Boyce on watch at OP Mara and start stocking up on timber. Then in the winter if
with Brig Gen Pat Hayes (GOC there’s not much snow they’re worried there won’t be
1 S Bde).
enough water for the summer. It’s hand-to-mouth living; the majority couldn’t care less about politics.”
One of the most unusual villages in C Coy’s AOR
is Rabovce, a mixed Albanian/Serbian village where
for the most part, I was told, they all get along, which
is a rarity in Kosovo.
“At the moment there still is tension in our AOR,”
Capt O’Sullivan continued. “The Serbians are in the
minority and they feel threatened: they always have
and it goes back hundreds of years. Today there was
an eruption of violence in Mitrovica in MNTF(N).
Hopefully it won’t spill over down here. The next big
date we’re getting ready for is May 10/11th when the
elections are on in Serbia.”

AOR

it literally is a watchtower on top of a hill, about
20mins away from Camp Clarke. In the immediate
area there is not much to see except fields and on a
bad winter’s day the OP can get very isolated.
“We really are on our own up here,“ said Pte
Jason Boyce (12 Inf Bn). “The only people we might
see for four days are the local shepherds with their
sheep, goats and cows.
“This trip has actually been quite mild,” Jason
continued, “It wasn’t really that cold and we only had
one bad week with snow. The last time I served here it
went down to –25°C, and –39°C with the wind chill. And
that went on for three months.”
The lads are not totally on their own as a local dog,
who has been christened ‘Squillaci’, seems to have
adopted the Irish. He stands vigilantly on watch alongside whoever is on sentry and for some unknown reason
barks whenever a non-Irish person approaches the OP.
“We have everything we need here,” said Cpl
Coughlan, “including a small gym and kitchen. For us
it’s a break from the daily routine in camp for a few
days.”
The Balkans region has a very strong a gun culture. Farmers and hunters alike can legally purchase
rifles and shotguns, and in the aftermath of the declaration of independence there was a lot of ‘happy
shooting‘. “There was a lot of concerts and parties in
Pristina,” said Cpl Coughlan, “and plenty of ‘happy
shooting’; you could see the rounds going into the air.
It’s the done thing out here; they do it for weddings as
well. Having said that I can see in comparison to
when I served here before that the amount of guns
has diminished. An awful lot of illegal arms have been
confiscated by now and on this trip we’ve had very
few arms searches.”
It was St Patrick’s Day when we met the lads on
OP Mara. As we spoke there was a rally of about 1,200
people taking place in Gracanica and reports were
coming in of riots up north in Mitrovica. When word
came through that the KPS and UNMIK(P) had handed over to KFOR everyone realised that the Paddy’s
Day celebrations that had been planned for later that
night would have to be postponed.
Since the declaration of independence the soldiers
of Charlie Coy have been constantly ‘on the go‘.
Patrols have taken them throughout their AOR and up
to the ABL. While on operation they get a feel from
the locals about the situation on the ground and how
independence has affected them. “The Albanians
were celebrating but the Serbians just kept to themselves,” both Cpl Coughlan and Pte Boyce agreed.
“They really feel isolated here as they’re in the minority. They always were a bit standoffish with us but it’s
even more noticeable now they think we’re backing
the independence. When we were on patrol the day
after independence was declared the local Serbians
refused to speak to one of our interpreters, who are
Albanian, whereas they always had before.”
Eyes over Kosovo
Later that day we were told that a Ukrainian
Dominating the Irish AOR is OP Mara, a communica- UNMIK(P) officer had lost his life in Mitrovica and
tions tower and OP guarded 24/7 by teams comprising many KPS, UNMIK(P) and KFOR personnel had been
an NCO and three privates from Charlie Coy who
wounded. Only four years previously to the day it was
rotate on a weekly basis.
the Irish who were holding the line when heavy rioting
Their main job is to protect the communications
broke out. It’s at moments like these that the words of
tower but the OP is also used to keep an eye on the
the Prayer for Peacekeepers that Fr Séamus Madigan
area. “From here we can see all the surrounding area CF read out at the medal ceremony hit home:
and observe all the traffic travelling on the roads
May we go without fear to places
between Camp Clarke and Gracanica,” said Cpl
Where there is no love or joy of hope,
Shane Coughlan (12 Inf Bn). “We can also monitor
Where pity and mercy are forgotten,
any movements in or out of the surrounding villages
And where men and women have stopped carand we also keep an eye on the unused metallurgic
ing for each other.
factory, which is a cyanide storage facility.”
Make us Peacekeepers. ■
For anyone who has never been to OP Mara before
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hough Kosovo has declared its independence, the
situation in the region remains complex, with
Kosovo Albanians supporting the government in
Pristina, while Kosovo Serbians still look to
Belgrade. Every town and village has different needs
and like in any other conflict area around the world
tensions can mount and hostilities break out based
on half-truths or rumour.
One of the major problems for any peacekeeping
operation is trying to prevent a situation before it
arises. To do this KFOR uses specially trained Liaison
Monitoring Teams (LMTs), who operate in small
teams and can cover larger areas. Their job is to ‘feel
the pulse’ on the ground in their areas.
“We build up a relationship with the local community and gain their trust,” said Capt Niall
O’Donoghue, “We meet with politicians, village leaders, heads of police services, other security services
and the other contingents. We also monitor events in
our AOR, such as protests, bomb threats and criminal
activity. Our reports go to the Regional LMT and then
up to the LMT Co-ordinating Centre.”
Eight of KFOR’s 36 LMTs are based in MNTF(C).
The LMTs were initiated after the riots on March 17th
2004. “Nothing had prepared KFOR for what happened that day,” said Comdt Frank Sheeran. “As a
response the LMTs were formed, based on a similar
structure that operates in Afghanistan. It’s a simple
concept, we go out and talk to the people, identify
issues they have and try to have them taken care of
before they become a real problem.”
It is amazing to see how the officers and NCOs of
the LMTs have built up such a positive rapport with the
local communities. Capt O‘Donoghue says: “It’s not
‘Here comes an Irish soldier’ it’s ‘Hey Niall, you come
around to my place later for coffee and we will chat’.”
As we drove past some houses up the mountains
overlooking Gracanica a bunch of kids came running
out when they saw the Nissan. They were all smiling
and wanted to shake everyone’s hand. The captain’s
was a familiar face and they were all shouting at him.
I asked were they looking for sweets. “No,” he said,
“they’re looking for bottled water.”
The LMTs’ good relationship with the local
communities keeps them well informed. “It’s
rare now that we won’t know of something
going on in our area,” continued Capt
O’Donoghue. “In a lot of ways it’s our Irish
nature that helps. We’re very relaxed when
dealing with people and they have similar
traits to us as well. If they invite you in for a
drink or dinner they get offended if you
say no, so you have to say yes. They’re
relaxed then and will tell you what’s
going on.”
The LMTs’ reports don’t
always contain information
on political or ethnic
issues. Comdt
Sheeran explained:
“We monitor
everything. Is
there regular electricity supply or an
increase in the
price of bread?
Generally the people are poor and are
concerned about
day-to-day issues. If
they can’t afford to pay
for bread or if there is no
water you can imagine

T

“We monitor everything. Is there regular electricity supply
or an increase in the
price of bread?
Generally the people
are poor and are
concerned about dayto-day issues. If they
can’t afford to pay
for bread or if there
is no water you can
imagine what happens next. All it
takes is for something small
to happen
and it all
spirals out
of control.”
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what happens next. All it takes is for something small
to happen and it all spirals out of control.”
Since the declaration of independence the LMTs
have been very busy and some of the locals have not
taken to kindly to Ireland recognising Kosovo’s independence. “Before the declaration there were two of
the Serbian village leaders and their families who we
were very friendly with and we used to have dinner in
their houses,” said Capt O’Donoghue. “Since the declaration they won’t talk to us. We didn’t tell them
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on the Pulse

MONITORING TEAMS

Ireland had recognised Kosovo, they had found out
themselves.”
At the moment the Serbian officers in the KPS
are on suspension as they don’t recognise the government institutions in Pristina. This means that
Albanian KPS officers are now patrolling Serbian
villages. In Gracanica the Kosovo Serbians gather
every day to show their support for the suspended
officers and express their condemnation of the institutions in Pristina.

At a rally on March 17th the Serbian Minister for
Kosovo came down from Belgrade. “He didn’t say
anything radical here and we then followed him up to
Mitrovica where his presence didn’t help the situation,” says Capt O’Donoghue. “The situation here is
very volatile but we don’t expect anything to happen
as the Serbian community here are too isolated.”
As we stood outside the UNMIK(P) station in
Gracanica waiting for the daily rally to start we could
see members of the LMTs in amongst the crowd. The
Serbian flag was being flown everywhere in contrast to
the Kosovo flag that is seen in the Albanian villages.
The two Irish officers could list off by name all the
local village leaders, politicians, suspended police
officers and members of the local media who were at
the rally. Also present were members of the Swedish
LMTs, who work very closely with the Irish. Everyone
seemed to be happy enough that the rally was going
the same as usual.
A few politicians stood up and spoke about the
ongoing situation in Kosovo and how they don’t
recognise the new Kosovo institutions, and demanding the reinstatement of all KPS Serbian officers.
They want all the Albanian KPS officers to leave and
let them run their institutions on their own. Some
school children then read some Serbian literature to
the assembled crowd. It was all over in a few minutes
and the crowd broke up peacefully.
“What we’re worried about today is that they’ve
been watching events in Mitrovica over the last few
days in which the courthouse was taken over,” said
Comdt Sheeran, “There the KPS and UNMIK(P) were
overwhelmed and the town was handed over to
KFOR. Since the declaration of independence, these
people have become very nervous.”
Although Kosovo declared independence, the
Serbians still get all their social welfare, car registration, wages for teachers and other state jobs, and
funding for hospitals and schools, from Belgrade. The
workers and their trucks that were repairing the road
into Gracanica when we were there had all come from
Serbia . “How long the new government will allow this
to continue we don’t know,” says Comdt Sheeran.
“Nor do we know how long they’ll allow these daily
rallies to continue. The next big issue is the election
in Serbia in May and whether the Serbian population
here are allowed to vote in it. If not they’ll feel their
democratic rights are being taken from them.”
The UNMIK(P) and KPS officers headed back inside
their stations as we moved along with the dispersing
crowd towards Gracanica monastery where two
Swedish soldiers gave us a friendly nod on the way in.
Gracanica monastery is one of many religious sites
in Kosovo that is under KFOR protection. It’s a Serbian
Orthodox monastery and it houses the relics of St
Nicolas. It certainly has atmosphere. It was deathly
quiet inside apart from the sound of the crows that live
in the grounds. I wouldn’t consider myself a religious
person but there are certain places you visit that you
sense the spirituality; this was one of those places.
So what next for Kosovo? The government in
Pristina are happy with the recognition they have
received from several Western states, including most
of the EU and the US. However, Belgrade maintains
Kosovo is still part of Serbia. The UN still has to vote
and it does not look encouraging, as China and
Russia, neither of which have recognised Kosovo‘s
independence, are likely to use their veto.
In the meantime, all the people of Kosovo can do is
get on with their lives. At least with the relationship
they have built up in the region the LMTs will continue to contribute to making Kosovo a safe environment
for both communities.■
AN COSANTÓIR
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As the Serbian population are in the
minority in MNTF(C)’s
AOR they feel vulnerable and nervous.
Since the declaration
of independence
there have been daily
rallies in Gracanica
to show support for
the suspended police
and to protest
against Kosovo’s
independence.
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The Irish in-theatre
At present our contribution to KFOR is the Defence
Forces’ largest overseas commitment with 281 troops,
who also include an Irish general, Brig Gen Gerry
Hegarty who commands the 1,800-strong MNTF(C).
The Irish hold key appointments at HQ KFOR (Film
City); maintain a HQ staff element and guard platoon
at HQ MNTF (C) (Camp Ville); an MP contingent
(Camp Victoria); and 37 Inf Gp (Camp Clarke).

As a result of the riots on March 17th 2004 KFOR
set up a number of liaison monitoring teams (LMTs),
of which there are eight in MNTF(C). Their job is to
‘feel the pulse’ and assess the mood of village leaders and townspeople, which they then report to
regional monitoring teams.

Situation
Since Kosovo’s declaration of independence on
February 17th there have been several demonstrations on the crossing points on the ABL between
Area of Responsbility
The AOR (area of responsibility) of MNTF(C) covers Kosovo and Serbia. Demonstrations on February 25th
became violent and a number of Kosovo Police
21% of Kosovo, comprising 2,240kmsq and 104km of
Service (KPS) officers were injured after the protestthe 250km Administrative Border Line (ABL) with
Serbia. The AOR also borders Albania and the FYR of ers turned up with their own fire tender and truckload
of stones.
Macedonia.
In Kosovo the primary responsibility for security
Pristina, the capital city of Kosovo with a populafalls to the KPS. If they cannot handle the situation
tion of 400,000, is in the MNTF(C) AOR. There are in
they then call in KFOR.
excess of another 400,000 people living 322 villages
At the moment some 250 Serbian officers of the
throughout the AOR.
KPS have put themselves into self-suspension in
The ethnic breakdown in the AOR is overwhelmprotest at the current chain-of command and to
ingly Kosovo Albanian. About 3% (approximately
demonstrate their non-recognition of the govern28,500) are Serbian, living in a crescent around the
ment in Pristina. These officers want to be able to
town of Gracanica. There are also a small number of
report to UNMIK(Police) like their counterparts do
Croatians, Bosnians, Turks, Ashkali and Roma comin the predominately Serbian AOR of
munities.
MNTF(North).
As the Serbian population are in the minority in
Disposition
The Task Force’s AOR is sub-divided up into a number MNTF(C)’s AOR they feel vulnerable and nervous.
Since the declaration of independence there have
of AORs, which are the responsibility of manoeuvre
been daily rallies in Gracanica to show support for
companies from the Czech Republic, Ireland,
the suspended police and to protest against Kosovo’s
Slovakia, Sweden and Finland. The Irish company
independence.
(Charlie Coy) is stationed in the south of MNTF(C).
In response KFOR are monitoring the situation
There is also an out-of-theatre tactical
and have a 24hr presence in Serbian villages to proreserve company (Foxtrot coy) from the
vide a sense of security for the inhabitants.■
Czech Republic, which is deployed as
required. It’s most recent deployment was
in response to events that took place at
the time of Kosovo’s declaration of independence.
There are also a Finnish Intelligence
Surveillance Reconnaissance Coy; a
Swedish Logs Coy, who will no longer be
in-theatre after April; and a multinational
military police element.

In this piece, Wesley Bourke
outlines some of the salient
facts about Multi-National
Task Force (Centre) as given
to him during an orientation brief at Task Force HQ
in Camp Ville.

On the ground
with MNTF(C)
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or anyone who has served in Kosovo, the strict
security procedures when it comes to entering
Camp Ville are matter of fact. But for Wesley
Bourke and Armn Jeff Healy it was a new experience and it took them a day or two to realise you can’t
just walk up to the gate and say: “What’s the craic
lads…?”
As part of the Irish-led MNTF(C), headquartered
in Camp Ville, security for the camp is provided by
the 22 troops of 2 Irish Guard Platoon, a unit staffed
by personnel from the DFTC.
Manning the gate was Gnr David Lane (1 Air Def
Regt). “You have a lot more responsibility
here then at home. Firstly, we
monitor everything coming in or out on camera. When a vehicle comes in
we check it
inside
and

F

out, using a mirror to
check underneath for any
suspect devices, and personnel are checked for
ID. Those on foot come in
through the hut and we
check them in there.
“This is our main job
but we can also get
tasked with providing
security for the Finnish
Forward Command Post
(FCP) when they leave
camp. This can take us
anywhere in the
MNTF(C) AOR.”
Operating on day and night shifts, the troops operate a high- and low-standby system.
“It’s a different type of overseas mission,” said Cpl
Daniel Donnelly (1 Armd Car Sqn). “For a lot of the
platoon it is their first time overseas so those with
previous overseas experience help them out as much
as they can.”
The troops welcome security taskings outside the
camp as it gives them a chance to see the country,
interact with the local population and work alongside
the other contingents. “The last FCP we went with
took us two hours away but they can entail a couple
of days on the ground,” explained Cpl Donnelly. “The
locals tend to come up to you ask you who you are,
where you’re from, and what are you doing. Once
you tell them they are fine and go on about their
business.”
Cpl Donnelly served in Kosovo before in 2003
as a heavy vehicles driver with the transport
company. I asked him about changes he has
noticed in Kosovo since his last tour. “Some
things have changed, while others haven’t,” he
told me. “The infrastructure, for example, has
improved a lot. You can also see a massive
development in the economy. However, you can
still see the poverty: the poor are still very poor.
“Because we’re mostly in camp, our interaction is mainly with the locals who work here in
camp. They keep us up to date with what is
going on around the area. They are generally
very happy since independence was declared
and they feel a lot more trusting towards the
government in Pristina.”■
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MRV in A
In March 1 Armoured Car Squadron put the new Medium
Reconnaissance Vehicles (MRV) through their paces during a
weeklong field training exercise in the Glen of Imaal firing
ranges. An Cosantóir dispatched Armn Paul Daly and Billy
Doyle to Wicklow and they sent in these shots of the MRVs in
action. These are part of a recently purchased batch of 15 Mowag
for the Cavalry Corps (six MRVs and nine CRVs - Close
Reconnaissance Vehicles). The MRV has a turret with a 30mm
cannon as its main armament and it can certainly pack some
punch as shown in the photographs below. As we go to print,
four CRVs have been sent along with 18 Mowags (Three command, one ambulance and 14 infantry variants) to Chad and will
offer enhanced mobility and protection for their crews and dismountable troops of the 97 Inf Bn, due to deploy in late-May as
part of the UN-mandated EU Force.
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NEW EQUIPMENT

00-An Cos-APRIL-08 (p13-18)

n Action
Cr e w :
Arm a m en t :

E ngine :
L en g t h :
F ue l Cap a c i t y :
M ax R oa d S pe ed :
Fording :
Trench :
NVE:
CBRN:
T he rm a l I ma ge:
C om m unic a t ion :

Three - Commander, Gunner and Driver, plus room for a
four man dismountable reconnaissance detachment
1x30mm ATK Bushmaster Cannon
2x7.62mm Machine Gun (One co-axial and one pintlemounted)
8x66mm Smoke dischargers
MTU 4-Stroke Diesel V6 400HP
H ei g h t :
6.9m
3.4m
C om b a t We igh t :
320Ltrs
21,400kg
M ax R ange :
100kph
600km
Ve r t ic al Obst a c le : .6m: 60% Gradient
1.5m
S ide S lope :
2m
30% Gradient
For Driver D ay C am e ra :
Recording Capability
Life support system and detection system
Detect 10000m, Identify 6000m and Recognise 3000m
VHF, HF and Tactical Battlefield Management System
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roopers of 1 Armoured Car Squadron, based in the
DFTC, Curragh Camp, are currently in training on
the new Mowag Medium-Reconnaissance Vehicles.
With their experience operating the Scorpion
CVR(T), and the AML 90s and 20s, the unit’s personnel
are combining their existing skills with some new ones
to facilitate the smooth introduction of the new assets
into their inventory.
The MRVs, when fully deployed, will give the
Cavalry Corps greater range, manoeuvrability, allround protection, enhanced day-and-night surveillance capability, and accurate firepower.
“Compared to other vehicles I’ve trained on, the
basic principles are the same; you have to choose
your ground and deploy the vehicle employing sound
tactics,” explained Capt Michael Murphy. “With this
car you have a lot more to do in terms of the weapons
systems. You have a thermal imager, which we never
had before, a laser range-finder, and a day camera, all
built-in, and a monitor that gives you enhanced visibility, allowing you to clearly identify your targets.”
The weapon system is state-of-the-art. The 30mm
calibre may not seem to give much of a ‘punch’, but
size doesn’ít always matter and this is one weapon
you do not want to be on the receiving end of; the
laser range-finder can lock-on to a target 8,000m
away. With the equipment onboard, the crew can identify targets up to 1,800m away, even at night or in poor
visibility. Firing armour-piercing rounds, the weapon
can engage targets 4,000m away and up to 3,500m
using high-explosive rounds. It is also a ‘first-shot hit’
weapon, unlike other systems that allow for a secondor third-time hit.

T

The new Mowag MediumReconnaissance Vehicles (MRV), like
the Close-Reconnaissance Vehicles
(CRV), have shown what they can do
and are impressing the troopers
operating them.
Wesley Brouke
reports…

The MRV’ís weapons system is also the first we have
had with stabilisation, which means that the gunner can
lock-on to a target and fire on the move, at any speeds
and over any terrain.
“You have to remember our main job is ISTAR
(Intelligence, Surveillance, Target, Acquisition and
Recognition) and deploying recce detachments,” explained
Tpr Aoife Harrington as she locked-on a target moving
across the Curragh plains, “ and so the weapon is primarily
defensive.
“Because we have all our other armoured courses
done, including the CRV, we’re not finding adjusting to the
MRV too difficult. It’s mainly a question of getting used to
the different systems, and the fact that the MRV has a turret, whereas the CRV has a remote weapons station.
“The MRV’s 30mm has three settings, which can be
selected either on the gunner or the commander’s joystick: ‘single shot’, ‘burst of three’, and ‘automatic‘. With
automatic the weapon will fire over 200 rounds a minute.
But if you are putting that amount of fire down you are in
trouble and you will expend all your ammunition very
quickly.”
With the introduction of the MRV and the CRV means
a change to the traditional look of a cavalry troop. “The
configuration of the troop will depend on the threat level,”
explained Sgt Martin Ormond (1 Cav Sqn). “The new
MRVs and CRVs allow us to interchange, depending on
the mission. On the CRV you can select between a HMG
or a 40mm Grenade Machine Gun, which are excellent for
close recce.
“In the MRV there are two monitors, one for the gunner and one for the commander. If the gunner is aiming in
one direction and I’m looking through the periscope and
see a target, I can press a ‘slewing’ button to bring the
gunner onto my target in a second.”
“We have had nothing like this before,” Capt Murphy
concluded. “The Piranha III is a proven wheeled platform,
giving crews good protection and manoeuvrability. The
MRV increases our ability to give the battalion commander the information he needs to make sure he maintains
situational awareness at all times.”■
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he continued escalation in the Middle East fighting had caused the whole world to focus its attention on the great dangers there of a new Middle
East War and the consequent dangers to world
peace. The polarisation of the forces of the West and
the Communist world seemed greater than ever. An
arms race continued to reinforce both sides in spite
of peace moves; there were rumours of an all-out
offensive if the peace plan failed. Tension rose and
other reports alleged that Russian pilots were flying
operational missions protecting Egypt, while SAM
IIIs were reported to be increasingly successful
against Israeli aircraft. Now there is a cease-fire on
the Canal.

T

50 YEARS OF
PEACEKEEPING

caravans the danger is lessened. Most of the danger
comes from sudden flare-ups of exchanges of fire
when observers are actually on the move. However it
is SOP to travel with battle vests and helmets on. A
glance at a map of the area will illustrate the distances involved in travelling around it.

The U.A.R side
Observers in the Egyptians side of the Suez Canal live
in the Heliopolis suburb of Cario. Recent air raids have
taken place in the general region of Cario but without
serious casualty rates as yet. Observers travel first to
‘ICC’ – Ismailia Control Centre, where they spend a
night on duty. They then transfer to older vehicles for
the trip to various OPs. There is actually a UN office in
Both sides
the city of Cario itself but it is the office of the Liaison
We have observers on both sides of the Suez Canal
Officer, between the Chief-of-staff of the UN headwhich divides the forces of the U.A.R and Israel. This quarters in Jerusalem and the U.A.R. political and milarea is the principal focus of attention and the front
itary sections of the Egyptian Foreign Office.
where the greatest action is likely to occur. Danger is
There is more cover in the form of buildings and
present also in the northern zone where Syrian forces palm groves on the Egyptian side OPs, but here also
face Israeli across the Cease Fire Line on the Golan
several OPs have been damaged and vacated due to
Heights. UN observers, including Irish officers, are
increased fighting. While the distance from Heliopolis
stationed there too. In addition, we have officers at
to Ismailia is less than sixty miles the observers
the headquarters of the United Nations missions or
going to the more distance OPs – towards Port Said
UNTSO in Jerusalem.
or Suez City have to travel almost equal distances to
The observers who man the observation posts on reach them. On their free days observers may travel
the Israeli side of the Suez Canal now live in
to the sea of Alexandria or go by train up the Nile
Jerusalem, having vacated Gaza, due to the increase Valley to Luxor and the Valley of the Kings, but there
in incidents there. Observers now have to travel the
long distances from Jerusalem to the new Control
Centre at Rabah – a distance of some 200 miles. It is
still called ‘KCC’ and Kantara Control Centre to avoid
changing orders and instructions at a time when the
UN staff are very much overloaded. The centre was
located previously at Kantara on the Canal bank and
moved back to Rabah when the escalation in artillery
duels made it totally uninhabitable and unusable.
From Rabah the observers travel by the older fourwheel drive Willy’s jeeps to the observation posts.
Some of these OPs are no longer in use due to
destruction by shellfire, but the ones that are occupied are protected from low trajectory fire by banks of
sand and shale shored right up to the canal-side by
Israeli bulldozers.
Long periods
At times, observers may have to stay for longer periods in their OPs because of mines on the tracks or
because of Egyptian artillery fire or air attacks.
Observers are not allowed to travel until the Israeli
forces clear the roads and tracks of mines. Because
each OP has a deep shelter beside their OP trucks or

This article, from our September 1970
issue, written by Comdt PD O’Donnell,
recounts the experiences of Irish
Officers serving in the Middle East with
the United Nations Truce Supervision
Organisation (UNTSO). This article
highlights the work carried out by UN
observers in the Sixties and who today
are still manning Observations Posts
in the region.
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are restrictions on travel in other areas. The areas
around Cario and towards the Gulf of Suez and Port
Said have become one large military area full of
installations, anti-aircraft defences, training areas,
and military camps so that it appears that life there
has become somewhat more tense and less easygoing than previously.
Guv House
In Jerusalem there are also observers working on the
headquarters staff in the glittering white former
British Mandate residence called ‘Government
House.’ The UN compound there includes offices,
stores, workshops, restaurant, UN shop and recreational amenities. Though the observers who had to
move from Gaza miss the seaside enjoyments of sand
and surf, there is compensation in the fact that UN
headquarters includes tennis courts, ballroom, table
tennis and clay pigeon shooting. In the city and nearby kibbutzim swimming pool membership is available.
At night the observers and their families can go to
cinemas, socials and visiting friends.
The UN offices and amenities at Gaza are now
occupied by skeleton staff of UN civilians, and if and
when the situation improves, will cater for such recreational activities as weekends or day trips or as a
base to visit the seaside town of Ashkelon. It is still
called ‘EIMAC’ from former Egyptian-Israeli Mixed
Armistice Commission, which used to sit there when
this method of peaceful settling of problems was in
operation prior to the 1956 war.

HERE OUR

NTSO

RVERS ARE
By COMDT PD O’DONNELL
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Clashes
The northern area has seen escalation also in recent
months. During the first half of this year there have
been clashes both on the ground and in the air, and it
is certain that the observers there have been kept
busy. On the Israeli side, the observers live in Tiberias
by the Sea of Galilee, called Kinneret by the Israelis.
From there the observers travel by Willys wagoneer
across the River Jordan bridge of Banat Yacoub
(daughters of Jacob) which is north of the lake to the
town of Quneitra, where there are UN offices, a radio
relay station, and Israeli representative offices. This
town, deserted by its original inhabitants since the
Six Day War of 1967, lies about one mile west of the
cease-fire line. The distances are not great but
because of the rocky nature of the terrain the short
distances from the newly built roads to the OPs are
through rough tracks.
Living in Galilee provides the observer and his family with many opportunities to visit religious and scenic
sites, as well as swimming in the Lake. But though the
tension in this area is not as great as on the Suez
Canal cease-fire line, the general hotting up of the
undeclared war could make this region just as unpleasant. The OPs on this line are made up of trucks and
caravans, the former fitted out as office and radio
room and the latter as sleeping, cooking and living
accommodation. The observers perform their actual
duty of observing from concrete platforms, provided
with overhead shelter, table, chairs, wireless extension, pedestal-mounted binoculars and rangefinder. As
in the other area, there is a shelter nearby to provide
protection from close fire. Cooking, refrigeration and
heating in winter is provided by bottled gas.
Damascus
The Syrian side observers live in the large city of
Damascus about forty miles from the nearest point of
the cease-fire line. Observers here live in apartments,
which are modern and centrally heated and the more
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‘Damascus.’ In correspondence Damascus is now
referred to as ‘ISD’ a short form of ‘ISMAC,
Damascus,’ while Tiberias is written as ‘ISMAC,
Tibererias.”
From both Damascus and Tiberias the observer
has a wide range of places to visit, Beirut and the
whole of Lebanon being only a couple of hours away.
Longer trips are made to the other Syriancities of
Aleppo, Palmyra and Lataika.

expensive ones are air-conditioned. It can be cold in
winter and very hot in summer in Damascus but not
as hot as in Tiberias, which lies below sea level. From
Damascus the observers travel on a good road for
some thirty miles but then must go across rough
country to reach their OPs. The area of the cease-fire
line is an upland plateau and thus its location is
swept with harsh winds from snow-covered Mount
Hermon at its Northern end in the winter, but in
summer cooling breezes also blow to make life more
liveable. When the
observer is travelling in
UN vehicles he is in constant radio communication with his base, so
that mishaps mean
nothing more than waiting for help to arrive.
Observers in this
northern area, called
‘ISMAC’ from the
former Israeli-Syrian
Mixed Armistice
Commission, refer to
Tiberias as ‘TCC’ –
Tiberias Control Centre;
and to Quneitra as
‘QCC.’ On the radio
however the call
signs are ‘Tango,’
‘Quebec’ and

UN in Lebanon
There is also a UN centre in Beirut, Called “ILMAC,”
the name of the Israeli-Lebanon Mixed Armistice
Commission which still functions, but more rarely
than formerly. It is the domain of French-Speaking
observers, because of the original GAA or General
Armistice Agreement of 1948 laid down that its official language would be French.” ILMAC “ is located in
a large and very modern office building with long
range radio facilities and, though part of the
Jerusalem Mission, it is quite and entity in itself,
being the principal importing agency for UN supplies
as well as providing facilities for UNWRA, the United
Nations Relief and Works organisation for Palestinian
refugees.
Just before the 1967 War, the dependants of UN
observers and civilians were evacuated through
Beirut and “ ILMAC “ and in the event of a large-scale
war breaking out again the same procedure would
probably be followed. If, however, Lebanon, was greatly involved in a sudden invasion it is likely that air
transport would be provided, if feasible, or alternatively evacuation by road to Turkey.
The prospects for the Middle East and the UN
Mission there are in the balance at the moment, but
the general air of willingness to come to terms augurs
well for the future. The job of the observers is difficult
enough in normal times but from now on he may well
have extra headaches and responsibility to bear. Long
journeys and long periods of observation and reporting are the lot of those who serve UN and all that we
can hope for is that all who are serving there will continue to show the efficiency and devotion to duty that
has been the hallmark of UN personnel, and that they
all, and in particular our Irish officers, will return safe
and well to their homelands when their tours of duty
are finished.■
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As thousands of us celebrated St Patrick’s
Day here in Ireland, the members of Post
30 Irish United Nations Veterans
Association (IUNVA) based in Galway travelled to the States and took part in this
year’s New York Parade. CQMS Brendan
Forde (Retd) outlines the lead up to their
tour and how they got on…
he idea to take part in the New York Parade this
year started when we formed a sub committee, following the success of our first ever parade in the
Galway City St Patrick’s Day festival in 2007. Our
committee made contact with the New York St
Patrick‘s Day Parade Committee and within no time an
invitation duly arrived for our Post to parade with the
Galwaymen’s Association in 2008. This was a natural
partnership as the majority of us travelling where from
the greater Galway area. By the end of September 2007,
we had secured deposits from some 57 members along
with a large contingent of 30 spouses and booked the
flights and accommodation. Apart from taking part in
the parade, the sub committee had organised a number
of tours during our weeklong stay in New York.
Obviously the usual shopping spree in New York’s
most notably high street stores were planned. But the
more military minded of the visiting party would take
an opportunity to visit UN HQ New York and the home
of The ‘Fighting’ 69th Irish Regiment, a famous US
Army unit with a long tradition of soldiering and a connection with Ireland.

T

On March 13th, like all overseas’ deployments, our
contingent formed up in Dún Uí Mhaoilíosa. Following
the usual final bag, dollars, passport and ticket
checks, we boarded the bus for Shannon Airport to
catch our flight to the States. On arrival at JFK
Airport, New York some eight hours later after a
pleasant flight, we again moved by bus to our to the
Doubletree Metropolitan Hotel on Lexington Avenue,
Manhattan, central New York and settled in for the
night before our first excursion the following day.
Everyone was up bright and early the next morning for the planned tour to UN HQ New York. At the
UN HQ Plaza, Capt Kevin O’Hanlon and Capt
Michael Browne (both Irish Army retd) and their
security team brought us on the grand tour.
Following lunch, we proceeded to the General
Assembly and Security Council Chambers, where
everyone took photographs of this impressive venue
in which the nations of the world debate international issues. Though not on the day we were visiting. By
the end of our visit, all agreed that it was very interesting and on departing, we thanked Kevin and
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Members of Post-30 IUNVA
with the band of the 28 Inf Bn
after the parade.

Michael for their time and for looking after us so well.
During the second half of the day we made a visit
to the New York HQ and museum of the 69th Irish
Regiment. This unit has a history, which can be
traced back to before the American Civil War and has
a strong tradition of Irish Immigrants who left Ireland
serving in its ranks. These Irishmen have fought with
the 69th in nearly every major conflict since the Civil
War and some in the recent conflicts in Iraq and
Afghanistan. Again this tour was very interesting
and during refreshments in the unit mess, we made a
presentation to the regimental museum to mark our
visit.
On the Saturday and Sunday in New York, everyone
broke up into small groups and did their own bit of
sight seeing and retail therapy, before the big parade
itself on the Monday.
St Patrick’s Day morning was sunny, but cold and
we were briefed on the plan for the day. Following that,
everyone tucked into a hearty breakfast and met again
at midday and we moved together to the Forming-UpPoint (FUP) on West 46th Street. As we made our way

TO NEW YORK

to 46th Street, the atmosphere was electric. It seemed
that every New Yorker wanted to know who we were,
where did we come from and wanted to pose for a photograph with us. The NYPD treated use like VIPs and
assisted our move to our designate FUP.
On arrival, we reported to the Parade Marshall that
everyone was present and correct and he ensured we
were in the right position. Then we met up with the
Pipe Band from the 28 Infantry Battalion, based in
Finner Camp, Co Donegal who were on tour themselves in the States. They stayed with us and entertained the crowds with a selection of military and
Irish tunes.
Though the plan was to move onto 5th Avenue at
12.45, this didn’t happen until 14.30, because of the
shear volume of participants taking part. When called
we formed up as required and when I gave the Irish
word of command to march, the pipe band began and
the crowd let out a roar, the likes you would only hear
at an All-Ireland final. As we marched along 5th
Avenue, the hair stood on the back of our necks. We
were here to remember all our comrades, in particular
those who died in the service of peace with the
United Nations. This day was for them. Let us never
forget.
As we marched we were treated with tremendous
applause and respect. What was over an hour, seemed
like a short few minutes. Our band certainly made it
easy for us, as they never stopped playing. When we
finished on 88th Street everyone posed for the camera
for the group shot. Following that it was back to the
69th Regimental HQ for refreshments. We spent a few
hours there before we adjourned to the Playwright
Restaurant with newly made friends and guests for a
meal. To say that it was a memorable day would be an
understatement!
During the meal, a lot of us spoke about our feelings while on the parade and indeed it was quite
remarkable. It is a day that will be ingrained in the
minds of those who participated for many years to
come. A tremendous thank you must go to the sub
committee; Tommy Gavin, Sgt Paul Connaughton (HQ
RDF 4 W Bde) and Liam Joyce who put in Trojan work,
making the trip a most memorable one!
Now that we are back in Galway, our minds are
focused on our upcoming AGM and the selection of a
new committee. Some items that the new committee
will consider in the coming months will include our
next St Patrick’s Day Parade and more importantly the
creation of garden of remembrance, here in Galway.
Post 30 IUNVA is open to new members and anyone interested in joining can contact our Post
Secretary at 085-1192727. Or simply drop him a line to:
Secretary, Post 30 IUNVA, RDF HQ, Dún Uí
Mhaoilíosa, Galway.■
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Cuirrech Lifé —
The Curragh of Kildare, Ireland
Author:
Dr John Feehan
Published by: School of Biology and Environmental Science at UCD in association with the
Department of Defence
Price:
€45.00
his recently published book gives a fresh
insight with a particular emphasis on quality
large-scale drawings, maps and paintings. A
full-page reproduction of a rare painting from
1730 shows a race in full flight across the plain
with the spectators on horseback joining in the
race as it traverses a free-flowing course of four
miles or so across the plain. A particular mentions
must be made of the phenomenal maps of the modern Curragh by Comdt Pat Healy which add greatly
to the appreciation of the plain and its built and
natural environment. In the book we are reminded
of the Curragh’s physical formation and how it got
its name. As the book progresses, we learn of the
legends, traditions, legislation, military history and
sporting activities associated with the landscape.
All covered with the help of striking illustrations.
We read of its mythical associations with St Brigid
how she went looking for land for her monastic
foundation to a hostile local chieftain. This is a
superb repository of information on the Curragh

T
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will inspire people of Kildare and the wider community, for a greater awareness, understanding and
appreciation of the Curragh. This book is a must
and should be put on your birthday or Christmas
wish list and would enhance a household bookshelf.
This book written by Dr John Feehan of the
school of Biology and Environmental Science in
UCD who many will remember for his television programmes on the environment and archaeology of
Boora bog in Offaly. For a number of years John has
been studying the natural and cultural heritage of
the Curragh with a view to drawing up criteria for its
sustainable management. This study bore fruit,
when UCD published this book in conjunction with
the Department of Defence who has a large footprint in Co Kildare.
This superb A3 publication will serve as a valuable instrument in raising awareness of the uniqueness of the Curragh for generations of soldiers to
come.
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lmost every object on display in the Soldiers and
Chief exhibition in Collins Barracks has the
potential to extend our understanding of the
many strands that form Irish Military history.
One item that speaks eloquently to me is small
black leather-bound diary that rest among the
exhibits relating to the First World War. A visitor
could easily overlook it but in so doing would miss a
link with a man who was the subject of one of the
iconic images of that war.
The diary belonged to Fr Frank Gleeson who
served as a chaplain with the 2nd Battalion of the
Royal Munster Fusiliers for most of the War. On the
evening before an attack by the battalion at Rue de
Bois, near Festubert, Northern France, on the 9th
May 1915, Fr Gleeson, on horseback, gave a General
Absolution to the soldiers in front of a roadside
shrine. The painter Fortunino Matania saw the blessing and was inspired to paint a picture that was later
reproduced and was hung in many Irish homes. In
the failed attack, the Munsters lost their Colonel,
Adjutant, 17 other officers and 374 soldiers.
Born in Templemore, County Tipperary in 1884,
Francis Gleeson was one of thirteen children. He

A

This month, in our continuing
series written on behalf of The
Military Heritage of Ireland Trust
Ltd, in which visitors to the military exhibition at the National
Museum, Collins Barracks, Dublin,
give their views on their
favourite exhibit, Mr Seán
Connolly talks about the diary of
Father Frank Gleeson, an Irish
Chaplain in the First World War.

was ordained in 1910 and was serving as a chaplain in
a St Mary’s Home for the Blind when the war began in
1914. Having volunteered to serve, he was appointed
chaplain to the 2nd Royal Munster Fusiliers in
November of that year. His first appointment was for a
year after which he returned to serve as a curate in
Our Lady’s of Lourdes Church Gloucester Street, now
Sean McDermott Street, Dublin. He went back to the
Munsters in May 1917 and served for two more years.
He recorded his experiences in the diary, which is
now on view. In 1921, he officiated at the dedication of
the memorial crosses at Etreux, which commemorate
the men of his battalion who died in the heroic rearguard action that delayed the German advance in
August 1914.
After serving as a curate in Gloucester Street and
St Michael’s Dun Laoghaire, he was appointed
Command Chaplain for Dublin in the National Army on
12 February 1923. He was appointed as curate in Bray in
May 1924 and was made Parish Priest of St Catherine’s
in Meath Street in Dublin, which is only a short walk
from the exhibition. He was appointed Canon in 1956.
When he died in June 1959, his papers were left in the
Parish Priest’s house. Many years later when the rooms
were being cleared, the Dublin Diocesan Librarian was
informed that there might be some important material
at risk. The diary was found, preserved in the library and
eventually included in the exhibition.
When the Peace Park at Messines was being
designed to commemorate the joint action of the 16th
(Irish) and the 36th (Ulster) Divisions in June 1917,
material was sought that would convey the true
nature of warfare. Various quotations are inscribed on
the stones that line the entrance walk. Among them is
the following extract from Fr Gleeson’ diary:
“Spent all night trying to console, aid and remove
the wounded. It was ghastly to see them lying there in
the cold, cheerless outhouses, on bare stretchers
with no blankets to cover their freezing limbs. …
Hundreds lying out in cold air all night at Windy
Corner. No ambulances coming. They come at last. at daylight.”(May 10th, 1915)
I am glad that the diary is included in the exhibition
and that Fr Gleeson services to his fellow countrymen has not been forgotten.■
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hese battalions were formed in
1959 following a reserve reorganisation and these units
comprised of companies that
were formally battalions. Around
1961, before badges were introduced three battalions wore shoulder titles. These where eventually
replaced in the mid-60s by badges
and the majority of battalions introduced one badge for the entire unit.
However, the 14 Infantry Battalion
introduced a badge for each company.
Again, reserve units were far
ahead of their PDF counterparts
with regard to the introduction of
unit badges.
The company badges were discontinued in 1976 and replaced by
the standard type badge. Though
there have been a number of
changes to the badge (material and
shade) since then, the basic design
remained the same until 2005, when
following another reserve reorganisation the FCÁ changed to the
Army Reserve.
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10 Inf Bn 1966

10 Inf Bn 1966

13 Inf Bn 1977

A Coy 14 Inf Bn 1967

D Coy 14 Inf Bn 1967

E Coy 14 Inf Bn 1967

1959 to 2005
(Formed from Infantry battalions)
10 Inf Bn consisted of five companies whose predecessors were:

New
A Coy
B Coy
C Coy
D Coy
E Coy

Old
Wexford Bn
New Ross Bn
Carnew Bn
Carlow Bn
Bagnalstown Bn

B Coy’s original title was different
to the other companies due to a
manufacturer’s error that made the
badges ‘yellow on red’ instead of
the intended ‘red on yellow’. In 1966
when B Coy reordered the correct
badge, the battalion commander
decided they should stay with the
‘yellow on red’ badge. The pipe
band wore the B Coy-style badge
up until the 1990s. Only 250 were
made. The flash and title were
designed by Michael McDonald
(later OC B Coy).
10 Inf Bn also experimented with
two flashes of a ‘glitter’ type material for wear on summer dress
shirts, but the badge was not suitable for washing and just faded
away - in both senses.
During the1990s the practice of
wearing the title ceased, leaving
the flash worn until 2005 when 10
Inf Bn was redesignated 33 Res Inf
Bn.
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11 Inf Bn consisted of five companies whose predecessors were:

New
A Coy
B Coy
C Coy
D Coy
E Coy

Old
Bandon Bn
Bantry Bn
Clonakilty Bn
Macroom Bn
Skibbereen Bn

INSIGNIA
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The unit flash, which signifies
West Cork (the setting sun for
‘West’ and the Cork colours), was
designed in 1975 by Sgt Gerry
Hurley (later capt, A Coy) and first
worn on unit camp that year.
11 Inf Bn was re-designated 34 Res
Inf Bn in 2005.
10 Inf Bn 1970s

11 Inf Bn 1975

13 Inf Bn consisted of five companies whose predecessors were:

New
A Coy
B Coy
C Coy
D Coy
E Coy

Old
Fermoy Bn
Cahir Bn
Dungarvan Bn
Kanturk Bn
Mallow Bn

The first and only badge was the
standard design introduced in 1977
and worn until Inf Bn was re-designated 34 Res Inf Bn in 2005.
14 Inf Bn consisted of five companies whose predecessors were:

B Coy 14 Inf Bn 1967

C Coy 14 Inf Bn 1967

New
A Coy
B Coy
C Coy
D Coy
E Coy

Old
Nenagh Bn
Adare Bn
East Limerick Bn
Newcastlewest Bn
Tipperary Bn

A series of badges was worn during the period 1967–77. The standard
battalion badge was introduced in
1977 and worn until 14 Inf Bn was
re-designated 32 Res Inf Bn in 2005.
15 Inf Bn consisted of six companies whose predecessors were:

14 Inf Bn 1977

15 Inf Bn 1977

y Insignia
Infantry Battalion FCÁ

t James G Perkins

New
A Coy
B Coy
C Coy
D Coy
E Coy
F Coy

Old
Tralee Bn
Cahirciveen Bn
Dingle Bn
Killarney Bn
Killorgan Bn
Listowel Bn

The first and only badge was the
standard design in 1977, which was
worn until 15 Inf Bn was re-designated 32 Res Inf Bn in 2005.

Jim would appeal to people not to
throw out any badge, old or new.
Whether they are from the early‘20s, the Emergency, overseas or
current, they are all part of our history. If you have any queries on
Defence Forces badges you can
check out:
www.irishmilitaryinsigina.com
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Or a l H ist ory
Dear Editor
I am writing in support of the proposal made by Airman Michael Whelan
in the February issue of An Cosantóir. An oral history archive is an
invaluable source of facts and ideas that tend to be neglected and lost
in the process of creating history from written sources. It is in the living
voices of soldiers of all ranks, recorded for the future that you can preserve not just the ordinary routines of military life, and events passed
over as unimportant at the time, but also the spirit and atmosphere of
the times. Also, for the scholars of the future, the recorded living voice
has a much greater appeal and impact on the imagination than the dry
and dusty papers in the documentary archive. I have been recording
interviews with veterans since 1982 in Britain, France and Norway, and
believe this to have been the most valuable and interesting work I have
done. This is a way of rescuing significant elements of the history of the
nation’s story from oblivion, and of presenting them in an attractive and
compelling manner.
Yours sincerely
Nigel de Lee
Department of Strategy,
Krigsskolen,
Pb 42 LINDERUD,
O517 OSLO,
Norway.

F une ra l o f
P re side n t Pa t ric k H ille ry
To the Chief of Staff
Having watched on TV today (6th April) the entire coverage of
Dr. Hillery's funeral. I admired with pride the performance of the
Defence Forces.
It was flawless and is deserving of commendation.
Sincerely yours
Mrs Margaret Slattery (Age 91)

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
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