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FFrroonntt  ccoovveerr::
Members of the irish United
Nations Veterans Association
at the 50 Years of Peacekeeping
celebration in McKee Bks.
Photo by: Armn Billy Gallligan.
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news update…  news update… news update…

Happy 21st Mission
In May Sgt Paddy Ross while serving with KFOR in Kosovo was pre-
sented with a memento marking his 21st overseas mission. Brig Gen
Gerry Hegarty (COMD MNTF (C)) congratulated Sgt Ross on his
career overseas, which included 13 trips to Lebanon (UNIFIL), three
trips to Liberia (UNMIL), two trips to Eritrea (UNMEE), two trips to
Kosovo (KFOR) and one trip to East Timor (UNTAET). 

Farewell
Paddy 
Cpl Bob Cantwell (31 Res
Cav Sqn) photo shows Coy
Sgt S Holmes (1 S BTC
RDF) wishing SQMS Paddy
Lonergan (31 Res Cav Sqn)
all the best on the occasion
of his retirement after 30
years service. Paddy was a
keen shooter and he
coached many a Reserve
falling plates team. 

Well Done Pat
In April, Pte Pat O’Keeffe (1 LSB) based in Sarsfield Bks, Limerick

ran the Connemara International 39.3 mile Ultra Marathon in aid of
the Ronald McDonald House, Crumlin Hospital. Pat is seen here
presenting a cheque for €6483.61 to Mrs Mairead Lavelle (Manager
Ronald McDonald Hse). Photo by: Pte Pat O’Keeffe.

Army rows for Charity
Cpl Mandy Connolly’s (HQ 4 W Bde) photo shows Cpl Jimmy
Nugent (HQ 4 W Bde), Sr Imelda Wykes and Sgt John Lennon (6
Inf Bn) in the Golden Island Shopping Centre during a fundraising
rowathon for St Vincent’s Hospital, Athlone in June. Over 40 rowers
from Custume Bks took part and collected over €3,000. Cpl Nugent
is a seasoned fundraiser who has ran countless marathons world-
wide for charity. Jimmy along with his running mate, Sgt Dennis
McMonagle Retd (ex 4 Fd CIS Coy) hope to raise over €100,000 for
local charities over the coming months.

Marking the
Past 
On June 17th, An Chéad Chath
Museum, (Dún Uí Mhaoilíosa) was
officially opened after many years of
dedicated work from countless per-
sonnel. The museum will commemo-
rate the history of the various soldiers
who have served in the barracks
since the 1880s up to the present day.
Pictured at the opening ceremony are
(l-r): County Mayor Mr Peter Feeney,
Comdts Mary Carroll and Frank
Flannery. Photo by: Cpl Mandy
Connolly (HQ 4 W Bde). 

The Blue
Line
Pictured at UNIFIL HQ are
(l/r): Sgt Maj Andy Bowes, Flt
Sgt Pat Keane, Sgt Maj John
McCormick, Lt Cols Gerry
Cooney, Eamon O’Siochru
(SIO), Comdts Tighe Murray,
Barry O’Riordan (OGL) and Lt
Col John Molloy (on leave of
absence) who are all currently
serving in Lebanon. 
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Representing Ireland
In July, the Minister for Defence, Mr Willie O’Dea TD paid a visit to
McKee Bks to wish Capt Geoff Curran (Equit Sch) the best of luck
during the Olympic Games in August. Capt Curran on Kilkishen will
captained the Irish equitation squad at the games in Hong Kong
and his groom, Pte Richie Kearney, will support him.
Photo by: Armn Paddy O’Reilly (AC Photo Sec).

All
the
Best
Cpl Mandy Connolly’s
(HQ 4 W Bde) photo
shows Brig Gen
Padraig O’Callaghan
(GOC 4 W Bde) mak-
ing a presentation to
Lt Col Joseph Cox
(EO 4 W Bde RDF) on
the occasion of his
retirement after 29
years.

Missing Home
Sgt Maj Noel O’Callaghan (4 Fd Arty Regt) sent in this shot of the gunners from
his unit who are currently serving with the 97 Inf Bn EUFOR Chad. As you can
see they erected a road sign showing the way back to the motherland.   

Pitching
In 
AB Davy Jones photo
shows (l/r) CPO/ERA
Owen O’Keeffe, Sr Marcel
and PO/HA Jimmy
Gannon presenting a
€2,100 cheque in to the
Marymount Hospice,
Cork in July on behalf of
the Donie O’Sullivan
Pitch and Putt
Tournament. 

Air Show 
Pictured at the recent Farnborough Air Show in the UK are (l/r):
Armn Graham Gilbert, Sgt Darren Harrison and Lt Paul O’Beirne
with their AW139 Helicopter. The Air Corps is a regular visitor to the
fair that showcases the best in both civilian and military aviation.
Photo by: Lt Col Kevin Byrne (ACHQ).
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news update…  news update… news update…

RReeaacchh  ffoorr  tthhee  sskkyy
Air Corps Commissioning and
presentation of Distinguished
Service Medals
On June 18th, the eight-strong 26th Air Corps Cadet Class
received their commission and wings at a ceremony in Casement
Aerodrome, Baldonnel, Dublin. Family, friends and colleagues
looked on as the Minister for Defence, Mr Willie O’Dea TD pre-
sented the newly-promoted seven Lieutenants and one Second
Lieutenant with their Presidential commissions. 

The class commenced training in September 2005 and com-
pleted over 750 hours in ground school and 200 flying hours in the
Pilatus PC-9M and Beechcraft
Kingair 200 during their cadet-
ship. They also completed a
module of military training in
the Cadet School, Military
College. Seven of the class
prior to joining the Defence
Forces had already acquired a
third level qualification, hence
their promotion to full
Lieutenant. 

The ceremony was also an
opportunity to mark the hero-
ism of four Air Corps flight
crew killed when their helicop-
ter crashed near Tramore, Co Waterford on July 2nd 1999 while
conducting a Search and Rescue mission. The Minister for
Defence presented the Distinguished Service Medal (With
Honour) posthumously to the families of Capt Dave O’Flaherty,
Sgt Paddy Mooney and Cpl Niall Byrne. 

Their citation reads,
“For displaying outstanding qualities of bravery and devotion to
duty, on the night of July 1st 1999, while remaining on station over
a stricken vessel off the Waterford Coast, in hazardous condi-
tions, Capt David O’Flaherty, Capt Michael Baker, Sgt Patrick
Mooney and Cpl Niall Byrne, aware of the risk to his own life,
guided the stricken vessel, its occupants and a lifeboat to safety,
thereby reflecting the highest standards of courage and loyalty in
the best tradition of the Defence Forces”.

Air Corps SAR Motto, “Go Mairidis Beo - That others may live”.

All photos by: Air Corps Photo Sec

The class 
of 2008 (l/r): 
Lt Stephen
Byrne, Damien
Kelly, Jason
McDermott,
Fergus
McMahon,
Peter Smyth,
Patrick Mullan,
Stuart King 
and Edward
Swondon. 

Maj Gen Pat O’Sullivan (D COS Ops)
presenting Cdt Patrick Mullan with the
DK Johnson Cup for best overall result

Maj Gen Pat O’Sullivan (D COS Ops)
presenting Cdt Peter Smyth with the
Chaplain’s Trophy for best overall result
in ground school.

Mr and Mrs Vincent Byrne and family receive the DSM on behalf of their son, Cpl
Niall Byrne DSM.

Mrs Monica Mooney and family of the
late Sgt Paddy Mooney DSM at the
medal ceremony.

Brig Gen Ralph James
(GOC Air Corps) pre-
senting Cdt Peter
Smyth with his wings.

Davina (8) and
her mother
Maria
O’Flaherty
smile for the
camera after
accepting her
father’s Capt
Dave O’Flaherty
DSM. 
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ate… news update…  news update… news update…

A pipes and drums band played at the parade in Camp Clarke. They included (l/r): 

A Grateful Nation
Sunday July 13th marked Ireland’s National Day of
Commemoration, which honours all Irish men and
women who have died in wars or on service with the
United Nations. The ceremony at the Royal Hospital in
Kilmainham was attended by President Mary McAleese,
An Taoiseach Brian Cowen TD, representatives from the
main religious communities, the government and opposi-
tion parties, the diplomatic corps, the Judiciary, the
Defence Forces, relatives of the 1916 leaders and the
next of kin of those who died on UN services.

Following a multi-faith 
commemoration ceremony the 
President lay a wreath on behalf 
of the people of Ireland. 
All photos by: Armn Paddy O’Reilly

Right: An Taoiseach Mr Brian
Cowen TD accompanied by Maj
Gen Dave Ashe (D COS Sp) and Maj
Gen Pat O’Sullivan (D COS Ops).

Above: President McAleese
inspects a Guard of Honour
from the 27 Inf Bn, accompa-
nied by Capt Alan Bolger (OiC
Guard). 

Below: A cadet renders honours
during the playing of the
National Anthem.

Below:
The Senior Cadets
at the ceremony.

President
McAleese
lays a wreath
at the Royal
Hospital.

A member of the British Legion and Chelsea Pensioners at
the Royal Hospital.

00-An Cos-july-aug-08 (p1-11)  14/08/2008  16:47  Page 7



88 AN COSANTÓIR July-August 2008

00-An Cos-july-aug-08 (p1-11)  14/08/2008  16:47  Page 8



U
N

IT
E
D

 N
A

T
IO

N
S

AN COSANTÓIR July-August 2008     99

50 Years of  
Peacekeeping
A CELEBRATION

O
n June 26th a series of celebrations took
place throughout the Defence Forces,
marking the 50th Anniversary since our
first participation in overseas service with

the United Nations. The majority of these cere-
monies involved a parade, a wreath laying and
a prayer service honouring our past UN veter-
ans and Defence Forces personnel currently
serving overseas. The biggest celebration took
place in McKee Bks in the afternoon, where
An Taoiseach Mr Brian Cowen TD, the
Minister for Defence, Mr Willie O’Dea TD, the
General Staff and invited guests attended. 

Prior to the parade the Chief of Staff, Lt
Gen Dermot Earley hosted a special lunch for
the survivors and families of the original UN
veterans who travelled on the Defence Forces
first overseas mission to Lebanon with
UNOGIL. 

On arrival in McKee Bks, An Taoiseach
inspected the parade, which included a repre-
sentation of elements from the Army, Naval
Service, Air Corps, ONET and IUNVA.
Following that Mr Cowen laid a wreath on
behalf of the country and he unveiled a special
An Post stamp marking 50 years of Defence
Forces participation in UN service. 

Also on displayed was some of the
Defence Forces modern equipment, vehicles
and weapons currently used at home and
abroad. After the parade, an audio visual and
photographic exhibit took place in the catering
centre and copies of the stamp, An Cosantóir
and Defence Forces Review, all marking 
50 years of peacekeeping were available.

Report by Sgt Paul O’Neill
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Name Date Home Unit
CCoouuggoo  ((OONNUUCC))
Coy Sgt Felix Grant DSM (33 Inf Bn) 3 October 1960 12 Inf Bn 
Col Justin MacCarthy (HQ ONUC) 27 October 1960 HQ 4 W Bde
Lt Kevin Gleeson (33 Inf Bn) 8 November 1960 2 Fd Engr Coy 
Sgt Hugh F Gaynor (33 Inf Bn) 8 November 1960 2 Mot Sqn
Cpl Liam Dougan (33 Inf Bn) 8 November 1960 5 Inf Bn 
Cpl Peter Kelly (33 Inf Bn) 8 November 1960 5 Inf Bn 
Pte Matthew Farrell (33 Inf Bn) 8 November 1960 2 Hosp Coy 
Tpr Thomas Fennell (33 Inf Bn) 8 November 1960 2 Mot Sqn 
Tpr Anthony Browne MMG (33 Inf Bn) 8 November 1960 2 Mot Sqn
Pte Michael McGuinn (33 Inf Bn) 8 November 1960 2 Fd Engr Coy 
Pte Gerard Killeen (33 Inf Bn) 8 November 1960 CTD (E) 
Pte Patrick Davis (33 Inf Bn) 10 November 1960 2 Fd Engr 
Coy Cpl Liam Kelly (33 Inf Bn) 24 December 1960 3 Inf Bn
Cpl Luke Kelly (HQ ONUC) 30 August 1961 Dep MPC 
Tpr Edward Gaffney (35 Inf Bn) 13 September 1961 1 Armd Car Sqn 
Tpr Patrick Mullins (35 Inf Bn) 15 September 1961 1 Mot Sqn 
Cpl Michael Nolan (35 Inf Bn) 15 September 1961 1 Tk Sqn 
Cpl Michael Fallon (36 Inf Bn) 8 December 1961 5 Inf Bn

CCoouuggoo  ((OONNUUCC))
Sgt Patrick Mulcahy DSM (36 Inf Bn) 16 December 1961 6 Fd Arty Regt
Lt Patrick A Riordan DSM (36 Inf Bn) 16 December 1961 6 Fd Arty Regt
Pte Andrew Wickham (36 Inf Bn) 16 December 1961 2 Inf Bn
Cpl John Geoghegan (36 Inf Bn) 28 December 1961 15 Inf Bn
Cpl John Power (36 Inf Bn) 7 March 1962 CTD (E)
Capt Ronald L McCann (HQ ONUC) 9 May 1962 CTD (W)
Cpl John McGrath (38 Inf Bn) 21 March 1963 4 Hosp Coy
Comdt Thomas McMahon (HQ ONUC) 28 September 1963 HQ W Comd

CCyypprruuss  ((UUNNFFIICCYYPP))
Coy Sgt Wallace J MacAuley (41 Inf Bn) 22 February 1965 Dep MPC 
Sgt John Hamill (4 Inf Gp) 7 April 1965 Dep Cav
Cpl William Hetherington (4 Inf Gp) 19 July 1965 CTD (E)
Coy Sgt James Ryan (6 Inf Gp) 4 October 1966 5 Inf Bn
Capt Christopher McNamara (9 Inf Gp) 16 January 1968 2 Grn S&T Coy
Cpl James Fagan (10 Inf Gp) 10 June 1968 2 Mot Sqn
Lt Ronald B Byrne (11 Inf Gp) 28 October 1968 4 Inf Bn
Tpr Michael Kennedy (12 Inf Gp) 1 July 1969 1 Armd Car Sqn
Pte Brendan Cummins (20 Inf Gp) 11 June 1971 2 Inf Bn

Name Date Home Unit
MMiiddddllee  EEaasstt//UUNNTTSSOO
Comdt Thomas P Wickham (UNTSO) 7 June 1967 HQ C Comd
Comdt Michael Nestor (UNTSO) 25 September 1982 Mil Col

LLeebbaannoonn//UUNNIIFFIILL
Pte Gerard Moon (43 Inf Bn) 25 August 1978 4 Inf Bn
Cpl Thomas Reynolds (44 Inf Bn) 24 December 1978 2 Grn S&T Coy
Pte Philip Grogan (UNIFIL HQ) 10 July 1979 28 Inf Bn
Pte Stephen Griffin (46 Inf Bn) 16 April 1980 1 Fd Engr Coy
Pte Thomas Barrett (46 Inf Bn) 18 April 1980 4 Inf Bn
Pte Derek Smallhorne (46 Inf Bn) 18 April 1980 4 Inf Bn
Sgt Edward Yates (47 Inf Bn) 31 May 1980 2 Cav Sqn 
Cpl Vincent Duffy (47 Inf Bn) 18 October 1980 6 Fd Sig Coy
Pte John Marshall (49 Inf Bn) 17 December 1980 6 Fd S&T Coy
Coy Sgt James Martin (3 Ir Comp) 10 February 1981 4 Grn MP Coy
SS Caoimhín Seoighe (48 Inf Bn) 27 April 1981 1 Cn Cois 
Pte Hugh Doherty (49 Inf Bn) 27 April 1981 28 Inf Bn
Pte Niall Byrne (49 Inf Bn) 22 June 1981 6 Inf Bn
Pte Gerard Hodges (50 Inf Bn) 20 March 1982 CTD (S)
Pte Peter Burke (52 Inf Bn) 27 October 1982 5 Inf Bn
Cpl Gregory Morrow (52 Inf Bn) 27 October 1982 2 Inf Bn
Pte Thomas Murphy (52 Inf Bn) 27 October 1982 2 Inf Bn
Cpl George Murray (55 Inf Bn) 9 October 1984 2 Grn MP Coy
Tpr Paul Fogarty (59 Inf Bn) 20 July 1986 1 Tk Sqn
Lt Aonghus Murphy (59 Inf Bn) 21 August 1986 AAS
Pte William O’Brien (60 Inf Bn) 6 December 1986 6 Inf Bn
Cpl Dermot McLoughlin (60 Inf Bn) 10 January 1987 28 Inf Bn
Sgt Maj John Fitzgerald (15 Ir Comp) 24 February 1987 1 Fd Arty Regt
Cpl George Bolger (61 Inf Bn) 29 August 1987 12 Inf Bn
Gnr Paul Cullen (62 Inf Bn) 17 March 1988 2 Fd Arty Regt
Pte Patrick Wright (63 Inf Bn) 21 August 1988 27 Inf Bn
Pte Michael McNeela (64 Inf Bn) 24 February 1989 27 Inf Bn
Cpl Fintan Heneghan (64 Inf Bn) 21 March 1989 1 Cn Cois
Pte Thomas Walsh (64 Inf Bn) 21 March 1989 28 Inf Bn
Pte Mannix Armstrong (64 Inf Bn) 21 March 1989 28 Inf Bn
Sgt Charles Forrester (65 Inf Bn) 21 May 1989 2 Fd Arty Regt
Comdt Michael O’Hanlon (66 Inf Bn) 21 November 1989 HQ C Comd

Name
CCyypprruuss  ((UUNNFFIICCYY
Cpl Michael Mc
Cpl Peter Ward 
Cpl Martin Tyna
CQMS Declan St
Armn Stephen O
Sgt John Lynch 
Pte Michael Dow
Pte Kevin Barre
Pte William Ked
Tpr Jonathan Ca
Pte Declan Deer
Pte Brendan Fit
Pte Matthew La
Pte John Murph

EEaasstt  TTiimmoorr//UUNNTT
Pte Peadar Ó Fl

LLiibbeerriiaa//UUNNMMIILL
Sgt Derek Moon

ROLL OF HON

An Taoiseach lays a
wreath in McKee Bks.

Army Chaplain
Fr Pat Mermagh
recites a prayer
during the 
ceremony.
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Home Unit

HQ C Comd
Mil Col

4 Inf Bn
2 Grn S&T Coy
28 Inf Bn
1 Fd Engr Coy
4 Inf Bn
4 Inf Bn
2 Cav Sqn 
6 Fd Sig Coy
6 Fd S&T Coy
4 Grn MP Coy
1 Cn Cois 
28 Inf Bn
6 Inf Bn
CTD (S)
5 Inf Bn
2 Inf Bn
2 Inf Bn
2 Grn MP Coy
1 Tk Sqn
AAS
6 Inf Bn
28 Inf Bn
1 Fd Arty Regt
12 Inf Bn
2 Fd Arty Regt
27 Inf Bn
27 Inf Bn
1 Cn Cois
28 Inf Bn
28 Inf Bn
2 Fd Arty Regt
HQ C Comd

Name Date Home Unit
CCyypprruuss  ((UUNNFFIICCYYPP))
Cpl Michael McCarthy (70 Inf Bn) 15 November 1991 4 Inf Bn
Cpl Peter Ward (71 Inf Bn) 29 September 1992 6 Inf Bn
Cpl Martin Tynan (72 Inf Bn) 13 December 1992 Dep MPC
CQMS Declan Stokes (28 Ir Comp) 14 June 1993 Mil Col
Armn Stephen O’Connor (73 Inf Bn) 3 October 1993 Air Corps
Sgt John Lynch (36 Ir Comp) 6 August 1997 HQ C Comd 
Pte Michael Dowling (83 Inf Bn) 16 September 1998 30 Inf Bn
Pte Kevin Barrett (84 Inf Bn) 18 February 1999 28 Inf Bn
Pte William Kedian (85 Inf Bn) 31 May 1999 1 Cn Cois  
Tpr Jonathan Campbell (85 Inf Bn) 5 September 1999 4 Cav Sqn 
Pte Declan Deere (86 Inf Bn) 14 February 2000 3 Inf Bn
Pte Brendan Fitzpatrick (86 Inf Bn) 14 February 2000 3 Inf Bn
Pte Matthew Lawlor (86 Inf Bn) 14 February 2000 3 Inf Bn
Pte John Murphy (86 Inf Bn) 14 February 2000 3 Inf Bn

EEaasstt  TTiimmoorr//UUNNTTAAEETT
Pte Peadar Ó Flaithearta (8 Ircon) 15 April 2002 1 Cn Cois

LLiibbeerriiaa//UUNNMMIILL
Sgt Derek Mooney (SOTG) 27 November 2003 ARW

Apology
In last month’s UN special edition of An Cosantóir, four dates on the roll of
honour of our comrades who died in Lebanon were listed incorrectly. A
revised roll of honour is published in this issue in respect of:

Pte Declan Deere (86 Inf Bn) 14 February 2000 3 Inf Bn
Pte Brendan Fitzpatrick (86 Inf Bn) 14 February 2000 3 Inf Bn
Pte Matthew Lawlor (86 Inf Bn) 14 February 2000 3 Inf Bn
Pte John Murphy (86 Inf Bn) 14 February 2000 3 Inf Bn

An Cosantóir deeply regrets this mistake which was brought to our atten-
tion by a family member of the deceased and we unreservedly apologies
for the upset and hurt that this caused.

CCllaarriiffiiccaattiioonn
On page 56 in last month’s UN special edition of An Cosantóir we listed
on the timeline that,

“Ptes Declan Deere, Brendan Fitzpatrick, Matthew Lawlor and
John Murphy die on active service in Lebanon”.

The four died in a road traffic accident while on active service. The term
‘active service’ is listed in the Defence Act (Amendment (No2) Act 1960)
as follows:
A member of the Permanent Defence Force who is serving outside the
State with an armed International United Nations Force shall, for the pur-
pose of the Principal Act, be deemed, while so serving, to be on active
service.

Lt Col Billy Harrington
OiC Public Relations Section

Sgt David Nagle
Editor An Cosantóir

ONOUR
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The marksmanship section involved a variety of
shoots on both gallery ranges and field ranges. Again
our team performed very well again, coming third
overall. They had to engage targets at a variety of dis-
tances up to 1,000m. Though they were at a slight dis-
advantage, as our shooter used the AI92 Accuracy
International .308 calibre rifle, while most of the other
competitors used the larger .338 calibre. The larger
calibre gives a flatter trajectory and longer range.
However our shooter was well able to compete with
the higher-powered weapons. 

On the final day, the Irish were leading the field,
but with four shoots and a stalk to complete, a total of
200 points was still up for grabs. In the stalk, each
team had to get into a shooting position (usually by
crawling) close enough to an OP, fire on a target and
record a message printed on a board. This had to be
done within ninety minutes over 1,000m of ground. The
Irish scored 95% in the stalk. 

In the four final shoots, each team had to engage
targets, again up to 1,000m. Commonly termed as
‘unknown distance’ shoots, both the shooter and spot-
ter had to work together using a spotting scope or their
rifle’s telescopic sight to accurately judge the correct
distance to the target in order to hit it. With their stalk
score and by achieving the highest combined mark over
the four final shoots, the Irish reined supreme. 

We had little time to celebrate our success as
transport left the base for Stockholm Airport in the
early hours of the following morning. However, with a
bag full of crystal, the journey didn’t seem that long.

Aside from winning the competition and enhanc-
ing our sniping profile on the international stage, the
competition was of huge benefit with regard to infor-
mation sharing and knowledge gathered, which will
be of a huge benefit to the Defence Forces in the
future. Friendships were forged and contacts made
that will pay dividends when it comes to future sniper
competitions and overseas deployments.■

The 3rd International Sniper Competition took
place from June 9th-13th at the Land Warfare
Centre, Kvarn, Sweden. The Defence Forces
received an invitation to participate in the compe-

tition primarily due to the very strong showing over
the past three years in the Canadian International
Sniper Competition. Our four-man team included: 
Coy Sgt Mark McEnaney (IWW and Team Coach), two
members of the ARW (one shooter and one spotter)
and myself as Team Captain. 

In this year’s competition, there were 11 teams:
Denmark, Norway, Netherlands, France, Spain,
Poland, Ireland, Belgium and three teams form
Sweden. The competition was held on the training
area adjoining the Swedish military base in Kvarn.
This is a huge area over 100km2 consisting of gallery
and field firing ranges set in general training area. 
In essence, a massive Glen of Imaal!

The competition itself was divided into two sections
- sniper skills and marksmanship skills. The sniper
skills involved testing the competing teams in observa-
tion (identifying selected targets over different terrain),
judging distance (correctly gauging the range to a tar-
get), map reading and aerial photography and stalking
(using the terrain and camouflage to gain a good shoot-
ing position on a target). These are basic sniping skills
and the Irish team were the overall winners. 

In June, the Defence Forces took
part for the first time in an
International Sniper Competition
and won. Here Captain Conor
O’Shea (3 Inf Bn and Team
Captain) brief us on 
how the Irish team 
beat some of the 
best sharpshooters 
in the world…

The team use a spotting scope
and their rifle sight to judge the
distance to the target. Note
both are wearing a modified
combat jacket for snipers with
extra pockets and straps for
carrying essential equipment. 
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Retired officers Colonel Jim Fagan and Brigadier
General Pat Dixon, both deployed to Lebanon in
1958 as part of the first Defence Forces’ contribu-
tion to a UN peacekeeping mission, with the

United Nations Observer Group in Lebanon
(UNOGIL)

Recalling that historic time for the Defence
Forces, Brig Gen Dixon says that the journey from
Dublin to Beirut was much different from today and
involved an overnight stay in Amsterdam followed by
a further 12-hour journey with stopovers in
Dusseldorf, Frankfurt, Vienna and Ankara, before
finally arriving in the Lebanese capital. 

“Beirut in September 1958 was a beautiful city,”
Brig Gen Dixon says. “It was a modern city, known at
the time as 'the playground of the Middle East’.”

After a few days in Beirut the 50 Irish officers
deployed to their various locations in Lebanon: Brig
Gen Dixon was sent to the village of Chtaura,
between Beirut and Damascus, and Col Fagan found
himself in Tripoli, a predominantly Muslim area with a
strong allegiance to Syria.

“The situation was tense,” explains 
Brig Gen Dixon. “The country was on the
verge of civil war after President Camille
Chamoun, a Christian, attempted to
change the constitution to allow him to
retain the presidency. This action was
opposed by the Muslim population,
backed by Egypt and Syria, with arms and
ammunition were being smuggled into
the country over the border from Syria.” 

Col Fagan was surprised by his first impressions
of Lebanon. “It was a vastly wealthy, well organised
country,” he recalls. “We think of tourism here as
being big, but by comparison we’re only beginning to
have what they had at that time. Gold markets were
predominant in most of Tripoli’s streets and you could
buy gold in the same as we buy sweets.”

He also says that Lebanon’s geographical and reli-
gious divisions were clear to be seen. “Muslims were
in second place when it came to wealth in Christian-
controlled Lebanon,” he says, “and as you went into
South Lebanon (where the Shia Muslims were pre-
dominant) it was like travelling to a different planet.”

Things had settled down somewhat before the

Irish contingent were deployed, as the US 6th Fleet
had already arrived in Lebanese waters.

“Despite the tensions the locals took to
the Irish,” Brig Gen Dixon says. Col Fagan
agrees: “Yes, we got on very well with the
locals in Tripoli and we were even able to
have the odd drink. I think part of it was
they liked the way the Irish took a relaxed,
diplomatic approach to a crisis.”

For many of those Irish officers serving in Lebanon
in 1958, the trip afforded them the opportunity to see a
part of the world that they would not have seen other-
wise. Col Fagan made the most of this opportunity
and visited the Holy Land, while on leave in
November, taking in the Jordan River, Bethlehem,
Bethany and attending Mass on Calvary. 

By December the mission was winding down as
stability returned to the region and the Irish group
returned home. While Col Fagan never returned to
Lebanon, Brig Gen Dixon stopped off there for a short
visit in 1965. “The political situation was quite tense
at that time,” he says. However, looking back at their

For this article Karen Downey,
Deputy Editor of the Westmeath
Independent, interviewed two of
the first Irishmen to serve in
Lebanon. The two retired officers
recall their experiences with the
Defence Forces’ first UN mission,
UNOGIL, and their subsequent
overseas trips.

Brig Gen Pat Dixon  (Retd)
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experiences, neither officer says they could have
foreseen the decades-long involvement that the
Defence Forces would have in the years to come.

Both officers subsequently served with UNFICYP
in Cyprus, where conflict had broken out between the
Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot communities, and
it was necessary to keep the two communities apart. 

However, for Col Fagan it was the Congo that
stands out most clearly to him in terms of overseas
service. He served as Operations Officer with 36 Inf
Bn in 1961 on a mission that he says “made men out
of boys in a matter of days”.

During its six-month tour 36 Inf Bn was involved in
a lot of heavy fighting, including the famous battle of
‘the Tunnel’ and six members of the unit lost their
lives during the trip.

“It made trained soldiers out of boys,” 
Col Fagan says. “Lads of 19 and 20 became
hardened soldiers in ten days. It was a 
battle-hardening experience, it changed
everyone’s life and attitude; real tough 
soldiering where fellows were killed 
and injured. You were a different man
going home.”
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“It still hits me,” he says, his voice breaking with
emotion as he recalls the six men of the battalion who
died, and whose loss, he says, he still feels today.

Col Fagan’s memories of ‘the Tunnel’ are still very
clear…

“We were based near the town of
Elizabethville in the breakaway province of
Katanga,” he explains. “White mercenaries
and their allies in the Katangan gen-
darmerie were in possession of a railway
tunnel nearby from where they were able
to fire on the Irish troops. The battalion
was given the order to attack and capture
the tunnel, and on December 16th the
operation was successfully carried out,
although with the loss of four men, who I
still think about every day.”

The loss of life, while deeply felt by the members
of the unit, had little effect on morale apart from mak-
ing the Irish even more determined to carry out their
mission.

Between them Col Fagan and Brig Gen Dixon have
84 years service with the Defence Forces, serving 42
years each. Brig Gen Dixon was commissioned in
1949 and after a couple of years in the Transport
School in the Curragh he moved to the Western
Command, where he spent the rest of his career,
mainly in Athlone, where he still lives, holding numer-
ous appointments including EO and OC 4 Infantry
Brigade and EO and GOC 4 Western Command. 

Col Fagan joined the Army somewhat earlier, in
1941 during The Emergency when there was a 50,000-
strong army. The hardships of military life at the time
such as marching the 160 miles from Dublin to Cork
and back didn’t put him off and he joined the cadets in
1942 and was commissioned in 1944. After a spell with
3 Inf Bn in the Curragh he also moved to Athlone,
where he spent the bulk of his career, the latter part
with the Military Police. In 1976 he returned to the
Curragh, where he continued to serve with the Military
Police. During this time he was involved in providing
security for IRA prisoners who were on hunger strike
and had been moved from Portlaoise Prison to the
hospital in the Curragh for medical treatment. 

In 1979 he was promoted to Colonel, taking up 
the appointment of OC 6 Infantry Brigade before
becoming EO Curragh Command in 1981 and 
retiring in 1983.■

Col Jim Fagan (Retd)
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students learned and practised the skills they would
need over the coming weeks on the ground. 

They were trained in lighting fire, 
shelter construction, trapping animals
and improvised fishing, water purifica-
tion, butchery and helicopter drills. 

The first week ended with a 24hr basic survival
exercise. During the exercise Wicklow NationalPark
ranger John Griffin and Chef Sgt Stephen White
demonstrated the correct way to lessons to butcher
wild deer. 

Week two consisted of survival skills that are
unique to military survival. This included lectures and
practical training in improvised maps, mine aware-
ness, escape, evasion and conduct after capture.
These skills can help develop confidence in soldiers
when serving overseas so that they know how cope
with being captured or having to evaded capture from
a hostile force if separated from their unit.

The week ended with an escape, evasion and cap-
ture exercise to train the students in the practical
aspects of the skills.

1166 AN COSANTÓIR July-August 2008

On Monday April 7th, the first Military Survival
Instructors Course commenced in the Air Corps
Military training school (MTS) with ten students
who would be tested both mentally and physically

over the three-week course.
Like any new concept being introduced the journey

to getting the course off the ground was a long one
with many turns along the road. Originally the MTS
got involved in survival training primarily to meet the
needs of the pilots from the Flight Training School
(FTS). Due to the fact that the Pilatus PC-9M aircraft
is fitted with an ejection seat, it was a requirement
that all pilots be trained in how to survive if they had
to eject. Several instructors from MTS and FTS were
sent to RAF St Mawgan to train in post ejection sur-
vival, which involved a day of land based survival lec-
tures. From that, the first Air Corps seven-day air-
crew survival course was conducted in November
2004. As part of this process instructors started to
develop an increasing knowledge of land based and
military survival skills. 

As word of the Air Corps new skills
spread, requests for survival instruction
from other Defence Forces units began
coming in.

The need to send instructors to train in specific
military survival was soon recognised and instruc-
tors were sent to Sweden and two to the UK.
However once this phase initial training was com-
pleted, the “real work” began. Over many months, a
new military survival syllabi containing pro-
grammes, lectures and safety instructions was com-
pleted. This syllabi was sent up to the Director of
Defence Forces Training for proofing and eventual
signing off as a new military course.

The first week of the new Military Survival
Instructors (MSI) Course consisted mainly of lec-
tures and basic practical survival skills. The majority
of this training was conducted in the MTS outdoor
environmental classroom. During this phase of the

In April, 
the first
Military
Survival
Instructors
Course was
conducted
by the MTS,
Air Crops
College. 
Sgt Jim
O’Neill (MTS
and Survival
Instr)
explains
how the
students
got on… 

The students learnt to
light fire using a variety
of methods without
matches.

ONLY THE PREPARED SH

SURVIVE
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The final week was basically an exercise during
which the students were ‘facilitated’ in experiencing
many different aspect of survival! Unfortunately it’s
not possible to give too many details of this part of
the course, as it would spoil it for future students! Like
all course, the week ended with a debrief, dinner and
the presentation of certificates.

The newly-qualified Military Survival
Instructors are now qualified to give lec-
tures in conduct after capture, escape and
evasion and all aspects of survival skills. 

They can also run survival exercises and conduct
training for personnel going overseas. It’s the intention
of the MTS to further develop the advancement of sur-
vival training in the Defence Forces and to train fur-
ther Instructors. So if you’re interested in testing your-
self mentally and physically and would like to become
a future Military Survival Instructor keep an eye on the
2009 Annual Training Directive later this year.■

Top right: 
John Griffin demonstrates
the finer points to gutting a
deer.

Far right: 
Students maintain a fire out-
side their home and prepare
their evening meal.

Right (centre):
The MTS has this purpose
built outdoor survival class-
room so students can pre-
fect their skills before going
on the ground.

Right (bottom):
The students at the end of
the final week exercise,
somewhere in Ireland!

Below:
Right A student learns to
cross a water obstacle 
safely.

ED SHALL

VE
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progress in his career as a military policeman.
On his return home in January 2006 Peter returned

to the routine of MP duties in Cathal Brugha Bks, which
involve things like manning the MP station, carrying out
speed checks within the barracks, carrying out docu-
mentation and dress checks on military vehicles and
personnel entering and exiting barracks, dealing with
traffic accidents within the Eastern Brigade area, and
carrying out other investigations within the section.

In addition to these provost duties, Cpl Buckley and
his military police colleagues also have a heavy
involvement in ceremonial events, including military
funerals, wreath laying ceremonies, and, the big event
each year, the Horse Show in the RDS.

Peter continued to advance his career by complet-
ing as many courses he could. From February to May
2006 he underwent an MP Provost Standard course.
This was followed by courses on first aid, fire preven-
tion, and computer appreciation course, in addition to
undergoing the ASP  Tactical Battle Instructors course
and the ASP Restraints Instructors course.

Other specialised MP courses followed in crime
scene photography and investigation courses. The
investigation course covered areas such as taking
statements and processing crime scenes. Peter’s
favourite aspects of this course were those dealing
with forensics and fingerprinting, as they can produce
strong evidence in solving a case. 

Peter’s most recent foray into career training saw
him complete the MP Drugs course.

However, when Peter comes back from Chad there
is more intensive training ahead, as before he left he
successfully applied for the SOCE (Scene of Crime
Officers) course, an advanced investigation and
scenes of crimes course held in the Garda Detective
Training School in Phoenix Park, Dublin. This is the
most advanced policing course Pete can undergo in
Ireland but if he is successful on this course he hopes
to travel to the UK to complete the Advanced SOCO
course in the UK with the RMPs.

Looking at the training and overseas opportunities
that have been available to Peter at such an early stage
in his career shows what can be achieved by young sol-
diers in today’s Defence Forces if they know what they
want, put their minds to it, and put in the effort.■

A/Sgt Peter Buckley at just 24 years of age has
already experienced the truth behind the Defence
Forces’ slogan, ‘A Life Less Ordinary’. At the
moment he is serving as an investigator 97 Inf Bn

EUFOR in Chad, having just previously finished a nine-
month detachment with the Irish contingent of the
Nordic Battle Group (NBG), based in Custume Bks
Athlone, under the command of Comdt J Whitaker. As
MP Investigator with the contingent A/Sgt Buckley
was the senior military policeman and his duties
included advising Comdt Whitaker on any matters that
might require MP involvement.

Peter travelled to Sweden on the major NBG exer-
cises in October 2007, flying out ahead of the main
body to liaise with Swedish customs and police force
in Sweden ahead of the arrival of the Irish troops.

Peter spent four weeks in Sweden, taking part in
two major exercises. Much of his time in Sweden con-
sisted of assisting in organising a lot of large convoy
movements throughout the country.

Peter, who hails from Leixlip, Co Kildare, joined the
Defence Forces in December 2002 and trained with 68
Rec Pln, B Coy, 5 Inf Bn, in Gormanston Camp, Co
Meath. On completion of training he was posted to Sp
Coy, 2 Inf Bn, Cathal Brugha Bks, and settled into a life
of soldiering and general duties.

After a year with the Battalion Peter decided his
future career lay with the Military Police and applied for
the MP Probationers course in January 2004. On the
course, conducted in the MP School, DFTC, Pte
Buckley and 24 other would be lawmen and women
(including myself) went through an intense series of
modules that included; method of instruction; military
law; provost police duties; ceremonial duties; road traf-
fic accidents; and major incident procedures. On suc-
cessfully passing the course, newly promoted Cpl
Buckley was posted to 2 E Bde MP Coy, Cathal Brugha
Bks, to take up the varied duties of a military policeman.

Peter got on his first overseas trip in July
2005 serving with the multinational MP

contingent in Camp Eagle Base, Tuzla,
and Bosnia. There Cpl Buckley honed

his policing skills and he believes that
the valuable experience he gained in

Bosnia greatly helped him to
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the long arm of

THE LAW

Continuing with our series 
of profiles of Defence Forces
personnel, this month 
Cpl Jenny O’Neill interviews
A/Sgt Peter Buckley, a man
who has managed to fit a lot
into his six years service, the
last five of which have been
with the Military Police…
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After the stop/start, go/no-go deployment to Chad
we finally landed in N’Djamena the Chadian capi-
tal. Despite the fact that the pilot announced that it

was 36°C outside, descending the stairs to the apron
it felt more like 46°.

We were welcomed by the Senior Irish Officer, Col
Derry Fitzgerald, and his Military Advisor, Lt Col
Peter O’Halloran, who were certainly as glad to see
our fresh faces as we were to see their familiar ones
in this strange and unknown land.

Anyone who served in Liberia would be familiar
with the intense heat we soon became acquainted
with. Although Chad is less humid it still necessitates
the consumption of copious bottles of water to avoid
dehydration.

We began our tour by staying in Camp Europa for
24-48 hours and it proved to be the ideal base in which
to acclimatise. We realised very early on that Chad
would and could be a difficult environment and Pte
Richard McCartan (2 Fd Eng Coy) was the very early
victim of a scorpion bite. Fortunately for him he was
immediately evacuated to the nearby French military
hospital where he was treated and stabilised. Sadly, he
was deemed to be in need of further medical treatment
and was medically repatriated. This was indeed a
salient lesson to all of us on what potentially lay ahead.

The go/no-go began again with our flight being
cancelled, rescheduled then cancelled again. Comdt
Enda DeBruin of our National Support Element (NSE)
eventually succeeded in securing our flight and
boarding the initial 30 passengers of the advance
party. We were only in the air for 20 minutes before we
were told that there was a hydraulic leak and back to
N’djamena we went. How long would it take to fix? We
were told 20 minutes, or maybe four hours!

After the problem was sorted and after a 1 hour 50
minute flight we landed at our destination, Goz Beida,
where we received a very warm welcome from our
Army Ranger Wing (ARW) colleagues, who immedi-
ately made us feel at home in their forward operating
base (FOB), which became known as Woodstock as it
had so many tents.

Conditions there were rough, to say the least, as
we headed for the containers located at the site that
would become our home. After erecting four large
Schall tents, we set up our two-man tents inside them
and settled down for the night.

Sleeping was an ordeal as the temperatures inside
the sleeping bags were in excess of 34°C that night

2200 AN COSANTÓIR July-August 2008

Comdt Garry McKeon reports on the initial deployment 
of 97 Inf Bn as part of the EUFOR mission in Chad 
and outlines some of the challenges faced by the 
Irish already in-theatre… 

and we agreed that it would be better to sleep in the
two-man tent outside. Early the following morning we
were ready to undertake the significant task of begin-
ning the construction of Camp Ciara.

The FOB was a very interesting place, where every
day, and particularly at night, you would have to deal
with camel-back spiders the size of your hand and
both black and white scorpions, and these are only a
tiny part of the incredible variety of insect life that
simply abounds. We had to be especially careful when
lifting or moving anything on the ground for fear of
camel-back spiders, which can give quite a nasty bite.

In fairness to our ARW colleagues they offered us
the use of all their facilities. Using the WAG toilet
system was a new experience for most of us; and a
very humbling one too. The showers were outdoors as
well, consisting of a hessian cloth surrounding a
hanging water-dispensing unit, with pallets for the
floor. While each sex had their own time allotment the
ladies certainly found it an interesting experience.

Site construction was preceded by site markings,
conducted by Comdt Larry Bracken, and confirmation
of the various measurements by Capt Tim O’Connor.
The remainder of the advance group were flown down
on three successive flights. Rather than stay in the
Schall tents everyone took their two-man tents and
pitched them outside to reduce the stifling effect of
the extreme temperatures and to try to enjoy a good
night’s sleep.

Work began in earnest the following morning and
the pace and speed of the work was actually very
impressive. Within a few days the work party had con-
structed 24 eight-man tents, two MVPTs, three show-
er units and two ablution units.

We were eating well (pack rations) and consuming
water at a rate of more than six litres each per day.
The security for the site construction was supervised
and tasked by a platoon-plus from APC Coy, under Lt
John Madigan. The camp sergeant major, Bty Sgt
Garry Madden (4 Fd Arty Regt) had the task of detail-
ing work parties for the competing sections (engi-
neers and ordnance) on a daily basis, as well as
organising duties and escorts for the various patrols
required to go to Goz Beida for supplies and meet-
ings with the various NGOs and local officials.

The security group had an onerous task trying to
protect the camp on a 24-hour basis with no overhead
protection from daytime temperatures that reached in
excess of 50°C degrees and operating in a campsite

Comdt Garry McKeon 
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a number of Dutch logistics personnel turn up as
required to facilitate the deployment of their contin-
gent. 

We soon became used to the phrase, “This is
Africa”. The NSE were receiving convoys not in order
of priority but when the transport became available
from N’Djamena. This had the effect of causing the
receipt of all our military hardware, but not the
essential construction materials we needed. When
asked where our containers were we always received
the retort “Welcome to Africa” or “This is Africa”.

Despite this the advance group soldiered on and
continued to develop the camp with the help of the
transport group making the ten-hour, 200km journey
to Abeche to draw essential fuel for the camp’s fuel
bladder. 

We soon had to contend with the early advent of
the rainy season when a torrential rainstorm teemed
down on us, stopping work and ensuring that we all
ran for shelter. The downpour caused the roads to
deteriorate to conditions that would be familiar to a
farmer of wet boggy land, necessitating convoys to
travel at a snail’s pace on very uncertain ground and
further delaying the arrival of our essential construc-
tion equipment convoys.

The site was in a poor state after the torrential
rainfall when Mr Javier Solana and Lt Gen Nash
arrived to visit Goz Beida and pay us a brief call.
After a very positive and impressive visit by our
VIPs, their plane then broke on the runway and we
learned they would be staying for at least three hours
until a replacement plane could arrive. Fortunately
they were very understanding and tolerant and appre-
ciated that this was not ‘Hotel Goz Beida’. In order
to provide some hospitality we managed to scrounge
some cups from our ARW colleagues and the mak-
ings of tea and coffee for our unplanned guests.

By the time the main body, under the command of
Lt Col Paddy McDaniel, arrived Capt Catherine
Lundon and CQMS John Harman and their crew had
already retrieved vehicles and containers from the
contractor’s broken down trucks. These trucks were
not unlike the ones seen in Liberia, held together by
the hand of God as they certainly would not pass any
sort of NCT in any Western country, let alone be
allowed on the roads. Yet for all that they managed to
transport all of our goods the tortuous 800km journey
from N’djamena. 

Preparation and training for this mission had
been conducted and orchestrated by the respective

Below:
Members of the 97 Inf Bn dis-
embark at N’Djamena Airport,
Chad. 

Below right:
Irish

that initially had no lighting at night. Manage they did,
however, and over the next few weeks we organised a
guardroom and other facilities to make their job more
bearable. They were equally involved in the camp con-
struction when not on rostered duty.

Such was the esprit de corps with the personnel
on the advance party that irrespective of appointment
everyone helped in erecting structures and the gener-
al development of the camp.

Over the next few days development continued, only
interrupted by the arrival of various convoys carrying
containers, vehicles and Mowags. The French Combat
Service Support (CSS) Battalion also arrived with
water, rations and fuel. In addition, there was the
deployment of a French communications and informa-
tion system section to provide a comms link back to
Force Headquarters (FHQ), and a smaller section of
French engineers who were to upgrade the runway and
ensure that it remained open during the rainy season.
The French group blended in from the very start active-
ly participated in all aspects of camp life. As both the
Irish and French include their share of soccer fanatics
there were soon inter-nation soccer matches taking
place; and I might add that the French are yet to win.

To add to the multinational aspect of the battalion
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Defence Forces’ corps, brigades and the various mili-
tary schools in the DFTC, and the research and les-
sons learnt from previous deployments was obvious in
the specialised equipment purchased for the mission,
which was second to none. Perhaps the most signifi-
cant piece of equipment was the forklift, bought in
Doncaster, England, without which we simply could
not have moved any of the 280 containers, vehicles and
associated Corimac structures.

Coy Sgt ‘Stoney’ Burke (2 Fd Eng Coy) was com-
mander-in-chief of moving all containers around the
site and there were other notable individuals that
made the construction the success it became: Sgt
John Barry from Cork and his crew of ‘sparkies’ were
instrumental and would inspire Thomas Edison in their
electrifying the camp; Comdt Rory McCann, Cpl
‘Danno’ Crampton (DFTC) and their ordnance team,
were like Tarzans in the manner they erected the
Schall tentage; and of course none of this industrious
activity could have been sustained without the able
skills of the catering section staffed by the Navy’s
Brendan ‘Fitzy’ Fitzgerald and Galway’s Eddie
Kavanagh, along with Mick ‘Tonker’ McDonald, Gerry
McCaffrey and Lana Hanna, all of whom did outstand-
ing work in challenging conditions to add variety and
balance to our otherwise pack ration diet.

The impressive work output did impact on person-
nel in that we had a number of mild heatstroke and
dehydration victims across the ranks. The medical
team under Comdt Max Kapala and Coy Sgt Alan
Connolly did superb work stabilising these individuals
and getting them fit to continue the camp build.

Capt Ken Sheehan’s CIS section did great work in
providing the rear link to Force Headquarters (FHQ)
and to Defence Forces Headquarters in Dublin, and
even managed to link up radio and satellite TV for
some of the major sporting fixtures. In conjunction
with the Internet and the welfare phones it meant that

we had a connection with home and the ability
to conduct e-mail and e-business.

The CIS team also man-
aged to keep all the equip-

ment in working condi-
tion despite the impact

of the high tempera-

tures on this sensitive and very expensive equipment.
In my opinion every person in the group put in an

exceptional effort and it was a case of ‘all hands to
the wheel’ as they carried out their respective tasks
with that sense of purpose that professionalism fos-
ters. 

The days of “admin and logs to follow” that were
experienced so often in the past are now categorical-
ly gone. The comprehensive logistics endeavour in the
preparation and execution of this mission was
impressive and the amount of detailed planning was
staggering. It is essential that we now recognise the
absolute necessity of developing our logistics capaci-
ty in all areas regarding the planning, outsourcing and
execution of the plan. ‘An Irish solution to an African
problem’ (or anywhere else) is not good enough any-
more; the tactical must be planned in tandem with the
operational and strategic levels and planning must be
geared towards the benefit of the end user, enabling
those tasked to fulfil the mission in as capable and
competent a manner as possible.

Without this inclusiveness we undermine the
essential plan and have to employ ad hoc arrange-
ments to achieve our goals. Relying on the initiative
of individuals is too dependent on chance, whereas if
you have well prepared contingency plans the element
of chance is significantly reduced if not removed alto-
gether. “This is Africa” is not and should not be an
acceptable catchphrase for potential inefficiencies in
planning and lack of relevant and long-lasting organi-
sational expertise.

Tactical airlift is an area that we are not in control
of ourselves. In the deployment of personnel, baggage
and our light equipment we were totally at the mercy
and discretion of other in-theatre forces for the provi-
sion of air assets for airlift and medevac capacity.
This was apparent during the deployment of the main
body and in resupply flights. Trying to plan and rely on
airframes not under our control has proven frustrat-
ing and time consuming. Considering the vastness of
this theatre and the severe lack of infrastructure,
depending on others for such a vital asset is neither
ideal nor desirable. As if highlighting our lack of air
assets the Chadian Air Force had a C-130 transport
plane parked on the apron at N’Djamena airport.

On the operational front the infantry companies
conducted a number of medium-range patrols, giving
our soldiers the chance to experience the terrain and
see the villages that populate the area.

Very early on they identified that Nissans were not
suitable over the exceptionally rough terrain and roads
and that the Mowags would be the vehicles of choice.
The initial patrols were just of two nights duration to
establish and identify any technical faults and iron out
any teething difficulties. Recce Coy, under Comdt
Mark Brownen, was then tasked with a 20-day mission
to protect the deployment of the Polish contingent and
to provide some potential humanitarian escorts in the
Ireba area, north of Abeche. 

For the future of this deployment the task of pro-
viding a safe and secure environment is a challenge

that we will be more than capable to meet. We have
made many new friends in-theatre already and I

believe we have earned the respect and
admiration of the locals and the NGO

community. While there will be many and
varied difficulties facing our troops
ahead we have the leadership and man-
agement experience across the rank
structure, coupled with the equipment,
to stand proud among our European
colleagues as we continue to deliver
on our mission.■

Comdt Mark Brownen (OC
Recce Coy) talks to locals 
during a patrol stop.

‘…In my opinion
every person in the
group put in an
exceptional effort and
it was a case of “all
hands to the wheel”
as they carried out
their respective tasks
with that sense of
purpose that profes-
sionalism fosters.’ 
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Not so very long ago the prospect of the Naval
Service sending a ship (or the ship) abroad on a
modest courtesy cruise seemed as remote as the
deep ocean. Then, in 1976, the minesweeper 

LÉ Gráinne visited Brest, in France. Every year since
then the Navy have shown the flag at various times in
the waters of all the maritime states of the European
Community and also in Norway and Iceland.

These voyages have been made at minimal cost;
whether a naval ship operates in foreign or home
waters she still requires much the same maintenance
effort, her complement must be paid and fed and the
fuel consumption will reflect the distance steamed.
Aside from any operational mission the real value in a
foreign trip is seen in the way morale soars at all levels.
Many factors, too numerous and obvious to mention
here, contribute to this. Not least is the commitment by
all ranks to making the trip a success, and the confi-
dence built upon success. It is no surprise therefore
that navy men value foreign trips almost as much as
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A Voyage 
to Lebanon By Lt Comdr Eamon Doyle NS

This article was published in our
June 1980 edition and it outlines
the first ever re-supply mission
undertaken by a Naval Service vessel
to an Irish overseas mission. 
In this case, the crew 
of LÉ Emer brought 
essential supplies to 
the newly established 
troop mission with 
UNIFIL in Lebanon. 

their new ships. And the longer and more ambitious
voyages of the past year or so may be viewed in this
light.

Thus, when the proposal to send a ship to the
Middle East was suggested in late October 1979 the
excitement was intense. The requirement, from the
corridors of power, was to transport military stores to
Beirut for the Irish contingent serving with the United
Nations peacekeeping force in Lebanon (UNIFIL).

The choice of ship was relatively simple. The
demands of the task ruled out the minesweepers and
oil fired steamer, LÉ Setanta could not seriously be
considered because of her very high fuel consump-
tion. Of the three patrol vessels LÉ Aoife had only
recently entered service and was insufficiently tested
for a long endurance voyage.

The improvements in LÉ Emer’s design meant she
had a significant edge over LÉ Deirdre in stability and
endurance, and so she was selected. (In any case
with LÉ Deirdre not long back from a summer cruise
to Norway, Denmark, Germany and Holland the
choice of that ship would have ruffled many a feather
amongst Emer’s crew).

At the time Emer was back in the builder’s yard
(Verolme Cork Dockyard) at Rushbrooke to catch up
on outstanding maintenance and repairs. This work
was now pushed ahead with great thoroughness as
indeed were all the other preparations – jobs like
storing and victualling the ship (for 35 days), med-
icals, and jabs for all hands, creating a small moun-
tain of paper – in triplicate – to keep the administra-
tive staffs happy, charts and other hydrographic pub-
lications for the area, endurance and stability calcula-
tions and so on. The list grew endless and all the
while a firm decision to go was ‘pending’.

A tentative date of departure was set for mid
November. This came and went as did several ‘firm
decisions’, but finally an absolutely firm ‘go’ was
made late evening on November 21st. The news was
conveyed by a fairly senior naval officer to one less

senior as follows (almost):
“The Lebanon trip has just been confirmed”

“That’s great news! When do we sail?”
“Tomorrow”

“Tomorrow! You’re all bananas up 
there – Sir – with all due respects.”

(Very important that last bit. Many a
military career has been stunted 

by failure to use that phrase 
tactically).

In the
Service

of Peace
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radiates a sense of history totally unique: its museum
displays one of the Worlds richest collections of
Hellinic and Roman art as well as pieces from the Arab
and Norman era’s: the Greek theatre (amphitheatre)
which could seat up to 15,000 is one of the most impres-
sive classical monuments: and arguably, most remark-
able of all is the cities Cathedral which incorporates
the Doric columns of the Temple of Athena dating from
the 5th century B.C. While some modern development
and building may be considered of doubtful quality no
visitor to Syracuse can fail to be impressed at the obvi-
ous efforts taken by the citizens to preserve their cul-
tural heritage.

By Monday morning 3 December it was time to
resume our voyage again. We had undertaken to reach
Beirut by first light on the 6th, which meant covering a
thousand miles in less than three days. Any delay
therefore would be put that beyond reach, particularly
as the weather maps now began to show “instability”
– a Mediterranean euphemism for gales. Right on cue
the wind freshened to meet Emer as she cleared
Augusta shortly after midday. For the next few nine
days, or the 3,000 miles to Gibraltar via Lebanon
strong headwinds would give a most uncomfortable
passage; rough weather in the Mediterranean tends to
raise comparatively short steep waves which can
make life difficult for a small ship. In contrast, similar
weather in our Western approaches is more likely to
create a long heavy sea or swell, which is not as
severe on the stomach.

However, by setting a course South of Crete and
Cyprus to gain some small lee the schedule was

In the event Emer was to sail within 48 hours. And if
steam was let off at the now indecent haste of the oper-
ation all on board knew that further delay could make
the prospect of Christmas in Biscay a reality.

On the later afternoon of November 23rd all stores
and supplies for the 46th Bn. UNIFIL were secured on
board and the ship was ready for sea. Almost all and
spare berths were occupied; a few extra ratings; an
Army Officer to take care of the military stores; A Slua
Muiri (Reserve) Officer who somehow managed to get
four weeks off work; and a young Ensign who had been
admitted to Cork Military Hospital a few days previous-
ly recovered with miraculous speed to rejoin the ship
on the day of departure. (Former patients will fully
appreciate that latter achievement). Finally the Naval
Chaplain, Fr. Michael O’Brien, came on board to cele-
brate Mass and impart a blessing for a safe voyage.

With a few media people there to record the event
Emer slipped from the Naval Base that afternoon. A
long salute on the ship’s siren passing Cobh bade
farewell to families and friends. Once clear of Cork
Harbour a course was set for Cape Finisterre on the
NW corner of Spain, and the ship settled down to the
steady routine of an ocean passage.

Crossing the Bay of Biscay in winter months normal-
ly generates some anxiety but on this occasion perfect
weather prevailed. The fair weather held for most of the
way to the Central Mediterranean except for a windy
spell approaching the Straits of Gibraltar. This was the
“Levanter” the name given to the easterly wind in the
Strait, which often reaches and on this occasion did
blow to gale force.
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In the
Service 

of Peace

Although the Deirdre class ships have considerable
range it is unwise to allow fuel to run too low.
Consequently, the broad plan for the voyage listed refu-
elling needs on both the outward and homeward trips.
These stops would also provide the only opportunities
for the crew rest and recreation since Beirut would not
be a shore liberty port, nor could replenishment of fuel
and water there be relied upon. Initially Malta was des-
ignated for the outward call but this was changed en
route, for Augusta in Sicily, and Gibraltar remained the
homeward call.

For most on board, Augusta turned out to be quiet a
surprise. Arriving there on November 30th we found the
harbour encompassed some of the largest oil terminals
about, in addition to the important naval facilities
known to us. Augusta is in fact Italy’s Bantry Bay on a
very much larger scale, catering for mammoth tankers
of up to almost 400,000 tons deadweight. Unlike Bantry
the area is dotted with several refineries and related
petrochemical industries. It is thus the most prosperous
area in Sicily and as a consequence, the most expen-
sive. As a large industrial port Augusta does not there-
fore truly reflect Sicilian culture and heritage. Evidence
of this was seen in plenty from the vantage of an
impromptu coach tour to Syracuse, Catania, and Mount
Etna. That itinerary, in twelve hours may seem to many a
close cousin to the ‘Europe in four days’ blitz across the
Atlantic. But very few of the crew, outside the duty
watch would have missed the opportunity. Syracuse

maintained, and we arrived off Beirut on 6 December.
By 0700 the pilot had boarded to guide the ship into
harbour.

Prior to the Civil War Beirut was probably the
busiest port in the Middle East, handling not alone
cargo for Lebanese centres but also a great deal of the
trans-shipment cargo destined for countries like Iraq
and Saudi Arabia. But during the intense fighting of
1975-76 Beirut suffered heavily with widespread
destruction of the port facilities and the widespread
commercial centre of the city.

Only in recent times has the port returned to a sem-
blence of normality and even this is interrupted from
time to time as fighting breaks out close by. On these
occasions shipping must clear the harbour and anchor
off until things quieten down. It is hardly surprising
then to hear that piracy is considered a real threat in
this part of the Mediterranean. Whole, cargo it seems,
have vanished… and bargains are offered for sale with
the explanation that “…it fell of the back of a ship”, or
so the local gossip has it.

Only as we sailed in past the breakwater towards
our berth did we get some idea of the heavy damage
and losses to shipping suffered during the worst fight-
ing at the outbreak of the Civil War. There are about five
wrecks in the harbour and several other ships though
afloat, are damaged beyond economic repair. It was a
sad sight.

Beirut is not an extensive port and by 0720 Emer was
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some cigarettes or cigars included. The fishermen
recover these and post the mail as soon as they get
ashore. It’s a marvellous tradition, and amazingly reli-
able. However, seeing is believing and only two bottles
(the captain’s and Exec.’s) were chucked over the side.
The rest of the crew were too sceptical to risk dispos-
ing of their tobacco in such a manner. For the record,
the cards “despatched” reached Passage West and
Monkstown, Co. Cork within days or so of letters air
mailed from Gibraltar. 

A few days later, on December 12th, we were off the
Rock, looking forward to a well-earned break. We were
alongside our berth at 08.45, but replenishment of fuel
and water had first to be got under way before shore
liberty. However this didn’t take long and within an hour
or so only the bare duty watch remained on board.
Gibraltar has always been looked on by seamen as a
“good run ashore”, and even if these days inflation has
dulled the image a bit there are still many bargains for
those who perservere, particularly in cameras, watches,
and electrical goods. It was fortunate that no cruise lin-
ers or large naval units where in port, otherwise the
traders would have marked their prices to match the
demands. Although the fun of shopping there was in
knocking the price of an item down to the lowest possi-
ble level. By the time we sailed few on board would
need (our could afford) Christmas shopping at home! It
was a very hectic two-day visit.

On the afternoon of the 14th we were all set to
resume the voyage. There were none more surprised
than ourselves that a tentative schedule agreed a
month previously was still holding; a long delay in the

secured alongside her berth. There to meet us were
some familiar faces from the 46th Battalion and a group
of French officers serving with UNIFIL. The French unit
has responsibilities for clearing UN supplies through
the port to the forward areas. To signify our peaceful
intentions and clarify our status the United Nations
standard was flown from the masthead – for the first
time on an Irish ship. (A necessary precaution in a war
zone where the sudden arrival of a strange warship
could provoke agitation amongst the belligerents). There
also to greet us was the Irish Charge d’Affaires, Mr.
Sean Whelan. Before long the convoy of white UN trucks
was alongside and offloading of the supplies was under
way. It was interesting to see also in port a supply ship
of the Nigerian Navy in a similar mission to our own.

Security within the docks area is maintained by the
Lebanese Army, but immediately outside the perimeter
the opposing factions hold sway. They are separated by
the centre city ruins across which an uneasy cease-fire
prevails. Each side has a command of several high rise
buildings which are used for observation posts and
sniper positions. That morning sniper fire started at
about 1100 and continued sporadically for the rest of the
day. It was confirmation if any was needed that Beirut,
on this occasion, was not an attractive liberty post. To
have come 3,000 miles and not get ashore was a disap-
pointment indeed but unavoidable in the interests of
personal safety.

By noon all supplies has been loaded in the trucks –
and some odds and ends loaded on board for the return
to Ireland. Before departure there was time to relax for
lunch with our Army colleagues and the Charge
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LÉ Emer, still part of the Naval
Service flotilla, is seen here 
taking part in the annual flotilla
exercise in 2006.

d’Affaires. But by 1500 we had said our goodbyes and
were on our way home. 

The unsettled weather we had carried since leav-
ing Sicily was to remain with us more or less all the
way to Gibraltar. Predominently fresh to strong head-
winds meant constant spray which didn’t at all suit
the “sun worshippers” on board, and acquiring a “
bronzy” for Christmas was now high on the order of
priorities. 

A different route on the homeward passage took
us through the Strait of Messina, separating Sicily
and the Italian mainland. This is an extremely busy
waterway, connecting the Tyrrhenian Sea to the north
with the Ionian Sea southward. The density of ship-
ping and small fishing craft, and the currents and
whirlpools, famous from antiquity, ensure that navi-
gation in the Strait is never dull. The currents are
generated by an unusual phenomenon: high water at
the northern end of the Strait coincides with low
water at the southern end, and vice versa. Though the
difference in tide levels is less than one foot at
springs, it is concentrated into such a short distance
(about 3 miles) that currents of 4 knots are common.
This constant intermixing of two different water
masses give rise to an important fishery worked by
small open boats, but these boats provide a unique
mail service for passing ships. There is a custom
quite common on the regular traders through the
Strait, of posting letters and cards in bottles with

eastern Med could easily have materialised. As we
sailed from Gibraltar that afternoon we savoured a
last flash of sunshine and hoped for a quick passage
to Cobh. But the weather maps for the North Atlantic
and Western Approaches painted a tale of woe. If
they were right, and a quick radio call to Haulbowline
said they were, we were heading into some of the
worst winter gales for several years.

Rounding southern Portugal we met a long heavy
swell, but little wind. That was to come on the last
day of the trip when we were well into the Bay of
Biscay. A westerly gale of force 9 to 10 that day kept
us on our toenails (sometimes). However with the
wind and sea on the beam the ship’s speed held up
well. Of course, this caused some very heavy rolling,
which without stabilisers and good stability, could
have meant heaving to until the worst of the storm
passed. Keeping up a reasonable speed brought us
closer to the lee from the land all the time, so that by
mid-morning on December 17th, we were in sight of
familiar landmarks like the Old Head of Kinsale and
Roche’s Point. The awful weather conditions ensured
that this landfall was even more welcome that it had
always promised to be.

When Emer secured to her berth at 1317 a voyage
of 24 days and 6,281 miles ended. For the Naval
Service it was an historic and unique voyage, made
all the more so by the mission assigned, and a source
of much pride for all on board.■

Prior to the Civil War
Beirut was probably the
busiest port in the
Middle East, handling
not alone cargo for
Lebanese centres but
also a great deal of the
trans-shipment cargo
destined for countries
like Iraq and Saudi
Arabia. But during the
intense fighting of
1975/76 Beirut suffered
heavily with widespread
destruction of the port
facilities and the 
widespread commercial
centre of the city.

When Emer secured to
her berth at 1317 a
voyage of 24 days and
6,281 miles ended. For
the Naval Service it
was an historic and
unique voyage, made
all the more so by the
mission assigned, and
a source of much pride
for all on board.
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ern border with Georgia’s neighbours of Turkey,
Armenia and Azerbaijan. Between the mountain
ranges is sandwiched the lower plateaus where the
major cities are located and where more than 55% of
the population live. The Black Sea laps the western
boundary of Georgia. There are 1,655km (1,028miles) of
land borders and 315km (195miles) of coastline.

Georgia is a land whose geographical position,
combined with its exquisite beauty, has attracted an
excessive number of conquerors (by one count Tbilisi
has been destroyed 29 times in its 1,500-plus-year his-
tory); and the evidence of the Hittites, Assyrians,
Scythians, Cimmerians, Persians, Arabs, Turks, and
Mongols is ever-present. Despite these invasions and
occupations of their land, Georgians have proved
extraordinarily tenacious in maintaining their own cul-
ture, religion, language and traditions

Transcaucasia declared itself a federation inde-
pendent of Moscow in 1918, but quickly split into three
separate republics: Georgia, Armenia and Azerbaijan.
In 1921 Georgia fell to the Red Army and, once again,
was linked with its neighbours this time under the
name of the Transcaucasian Soviet Federated

Georgia is a mythical and magical place… the land
of the Colchis, where Jason ended his epic search
and found the Golden Fleece. Throughout the
ages the mythology has continued; even today

people remain unclear as to whether Georgia is part
of Europe, Central Asia or the Middle East.

Georgians do not call themselves Georgians but
‘kartvel-ebi’, and their land ‘Sa-kartvel-o’.  These
names are derived from a pagan god named ‘Kartlos’,
said to be the father of all Georgians. The foreign
name of ‘Georgia’, used throughout Western Europe,
is mistakenly believed to come from the country’s
patron saint, Saint George. In fact it is derived from
the words Kurj or Gurj, by which Georgians are known
to the Arabs and modern Persians.  

With an area of 69,700 kmÇ (27,200 sq. miles),
Georgia is slightly smaller than Austria or the
Republic of Ireland. This small country is dominated
by sparsely populated mountain ranges; the majestic
High Caucasus mountain range demarks Georgia’s
northern border with the Russia Federation, and the
Lesser Caucasus mountain range demarks the south-
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OSCE 

GEORGIA

On June 1st, Defence
Forces involvement in
the Republic of Georgia
through its participation
in the Organisation for
Cooperation and Security
in Europe (OSCE) mission
to Georgia terminated.
Georgia has made recent
international headlines
albeit mainly for the
wrong reasons, political
tensions with its
Northern neighbour the
Russian Federation,
anti-governmental
protests and rioting and
South Ossettian and
Abkazian conflicts.
Another reason Georgia
has achieved recent
familiarity in Ireland has
to do with different
battles, those of a
sporting nature. Few
will forget the heart-
stopping moments of
the 2007 Rugby World
Cup where a determined
Georgian side almost
caused a massive upset,
while the Republic of
Ireland’s soccer squad
will compete against
Georgia’s ‘heroes’ in a
2010 World Cup Qualifier
this September. The fol-
lowing article aims to
give the reader an
insight into the Republic
of Georgia, whilst two
successive articles will
examine the conflict
areas of South Ossetia
and Abkhazia and take a
look back at Irish DF
involvement since the
commencement of the
OSCE Mission to Georgia
in 1994. Comdt Robert
McDonald reports…
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Below right:
Anti-government protesters
take to the streets during the
November 2007 protests.

Below:
Police block the streets in
Georgia’s capital, Tbilisi during
the November 2007 protests.

Photographs courtesy of David
Khizanishvili.

solidated name of the United Peoples Movement to
the United Peoples rebellion and proclaimed a
‘Peoples Rebellion’ if the forthcoming parliamentary
elections are not held in a transparent manner in an
environment of fair and free press. In order to smooth
the path ahead President Saakashvili announced that
he has reached out to the opposition to give them a
more influential role and has re-arranged his cabinet
to include prominent members of society. The rebel-
lion did not come to fruition and hunger strikes by
protesting opposition members have since ended.
Parliamentary politics have recommenced and it is
business as usual, however claims of voting irregular-
ities, dissatisfaction with the Saakashvili regime and
dwindling economic prospects still rankle with large
swathes of a disillusioned electorate.

From an international perspective a new road map
in Georgian-Russian relations is being prepared by
the Saakashvili regime in order to convince Russian
counterparts that Georgian aspirations towards the
North Atlantic alliance does not confront Russia.
However recent months have seen further deteriora-
tion in Georgian-Russian relations arising from an
increase in violent incidents in both South Ossetia
and Abkhazia. The Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs
released a recent statement asserting, “the actions of
Tbilisi pose a real threat to peace and security in the
Southern Caucasus and could place the region on the
brink of new armed conflict with unpredictable conse-
quences”. On the other side of the fence, following
Russian admissions to violation of Georgian
Airspace, the Georgian Minister for Reintegration
states “Now it is seen who the is the real provocateur,
who really wants war and who intends to implement
military operations”. The saga continues.

On September 6th, the Republic of Ireland will take
on Georgia’s soccer team, the same team that realis-
tically stole Scotland’s chance of Euro 2008 qualifica-
tion last October. It is likely that a core of supporters
will inevitably travel to Tbilisi to cheer on the boys in
green. Considering the difficult political road ahead
for the current administration, the continued high 
levels of unemployment and poverty it remains to
be seen what Georgians will have
to cheer about other than
their sporting heroes on
the field in the coming
year.■

Socialist Republic (TSFSR), which was a founding
member of the USSR. Under Joseph Stalin (a
Georgian native) a wave of nationalism swept over
Georgia, resulting in over 100,000 locals being sent to
Siberia. The TSFSR was dismantled in 1936, and
Georgia went back to being Georgia, though still
under Soviet rule.

After the iron curtain finally rusted away, Georgia
became the first of the Soviet Republics to hold
multi-party elections in 1990. Many believed that the
economically dynamic Georgia had the best chance of
short-term success. With independence struggles in
the regions of Abkhazia and South Ossetia and a
brief civil war in 1992 and 1993, anarchy and mob rule
became part of life for some time.

President Eduard Shevardnadze eventually restored
calm and placed Georgia on the road to stability. On
January 25th 2004 following the peaceful ‘Rose
Revolution’, Mikheil Saakashvili was inaugurated as
President having received more than 96% of the vote in
Georgia’s first democratic presidential election.

Undoubtedly throughout Saakashvili’s first term of
tenure accession to the Euro Atlantic space has rep-
resented one of his ultimate goals an ambition, how-
ever, that irritates its northern neighbour Russia.

Georgia has a goal of European Union accession in
its sights however a more immediate goal is that of
NATO membership and the country has been striving
to achieve NATO criteria, reflected by the country’s
large scale reforms in many spheres including defence,
the judiciary and education. The decision on Georgia’s
membership will lie with NATO’s 26 member states
and the forthcoming parliamentary elections will be
viewed as another benchmark along this path.

In early November 2007, anti-government support-
ers took to the streets of Tbilisi in figures reported to
be in excess of 50,000 to protest against government
activities and to voice their concerns over alleged
governmental corruption. On November 7th the
Government took actions to disperse the protesters
using teargas, baton rounds and water cannon and a
subsequent state of emergency was declared. The
2008 presidential elections were fast-forwarded to
January 6th 2008 with parliamentary elections sched-
uled in April. 

On January 20th
2008, Mikheil
Saakashvili was
sworn in as
Georgia’s President
in front of the parlia-
ment on Tbilisi’s
Rustaveli Avenue for his
second term. Saakashvilli
achieved 53% of the vote, a
marked reduction on his first
outing and narrowly avoided a run
off election with his next highest rival. A
military parade ensued with 2,500 marching
soldiers, a display of weaponry and hardware
including MLRS, Armoured Personnel
Carriers, a fly past of Mi-24 and Bell Iroquis
helicopters, and also L-39 and SU 25 Jets.
Also included was the first public display of
the newly acquired US M4 Colt Carbine car-
ried by the marching bodies. Aside from the
actors, state and foreign representatives, it
was not a markedly well-attended event.

Meanwhile, less than three miles away a
protest rally organised by the nine opposition
parties of anti Saakashvili supporters was
underway. Their leaders proclaimed that the
opposition had the right to change their con-
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This article deals with badges worn by Irish troops serving
with the Opérations des Nations Unies au Congo (ONUC)
from July 1960 to May 1964.

The first actual overseas badge was a title with the word-
ing ‘Ireland’ which was worn by a small number of officers
assigned to UNOGIL (Lebanon) in 1958. There is photographic
evidence of this title also being worn in the Congo, but only on
a small scale. 

The first Irish unit to travel overseas was the 32 Inf Bn in
July 1960, but it was not until the 38 Inf Bn in November 1962
that a unit identification title was introduced. Since that first

title it has been the general practice for overseas units to
wear an identification title and it was only after the introduc-
tion of the DPM uniform in the late-90s that the practice was
phased out. In addition to infantry battalions and groups,
there were also some armoured squadrons and groups.   

The method of wearing these unit titles was generally on a
brassard. For reference I have included the brassards that
were worn during that period. Examples of the shamrock bras-
sard can be found with badges and rank markings positioned
differently. For more on DF badges, log on to: www.irishmili-
taryinsignia.com■

MILITARY INSIGNIA
By Flt Sgt James G Perkins 

Opérations des Nations Unies au Congo (ONUC)

Ireland Ireland 2 Armd Car Sqn 
Nov 62-Apr 63 

38 Inf Bn 38 Cavalry 39 Inf Bn 
Nov 62-Apr 63 Part of the battalion Apr-Oct 63

Nov 62-May 63

32 and 33 Inf Bns ONU 32 and 33 Inf Bns UNHQ Staff

Shamrock no rank Shamrock with rank MP Personnel

B R A S S A R D S

Armd Car Gp 3 Armd Car Sqn 2 Inf Gp 
Part of the battalion Apr-Oct 63 Nov 63-June 64

Apr 63-Oct 63
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On Exhibit

T
he fact that Tony Blake’s death was though cer-
tain, it did not detract from the shock when it
was officially announced that he had been killed
in action on the night of January 3rd-4th 1951

during the battle fought by 1st Battalion, The Royal
Ulster Rifles in Korea. At the time of his death he
was in temporary command of the battalion and had
gone forward to the scene of the battle where two
companies of the battalion were surrounded. He was
last seen directing the remaining troops and trans-
port out of the battle area.

Tony had a great zest for life, more perhaps than
many other men. He had a great love for the
Regiment and all things Irish but his interests and

activities extended to many spheres and many
countries. Above all things he was intensely inter-
ested in people and human relationships. Wherever
he found himself he took pains to travel and to mix
with the people of the country but it is a pity that
there are not more records of his wanderings.

Tony who was born on December 1st 1911and
came from Co Wicklow joined the Royal Ulster
Rifles from Sandhurst in 1931 at Belfast. Most of his
pre-war years were spent with the 1st Battalion in
Egypt, Hong Kong, Shanghai and India. In 1938 and
1939 he took a course in Russia and at the time of
the German attack on Poland was finishing this
course in Warsaw. He escaped, after adventures
and hardships, through Romania.

During World War II Tony served very little with
the Regiment but held many important staff
appointments. Until the end of 1941 he moved fre-
quently. He was an instructor at an Officer Cadet
Training Unit, Intelligence Officer at the War Office
and in the Middle East and served with the Russian
Liaison Group. In 1942 he was attached to a Polish
Brigade. In 1943 he took part in the air landings at
Arnhem and in 1944 went out to the Far East and
India where he served with an Indian Division.

At the end of the war he became Second-in-
Command to 1st Battalion, The Royal Inniskilling
Fusiliers in India where he did excellent work dur-
ing a difficult period. In 1948/49 he became Personal
Assistant to General Sir James Steele during his
tour as Commander-in-Chief and High
Commissioner in Austria and remained with
General Steele when he became Adjutant General
at the War Office.

As a graduate of the Staff College and Joint
Service Staff College, and with his linguistic
accomplishments and wide staff experience there is
no doubt that Tony would have gone far in the Army
had he not been killed in the Korean War. He was a
great loss not only to the Regiment but also to the
Army.■

This month, in our continuing
series written on behalf of The
Military Heritage of Ireland Trust
Ltd, in which visitors to the 
military exhibition at the National
Museum, Collins Barracks, Dublin,
give their views on their favourite
exhibit, Jaki Knox and Terence
Nelson (Royal Ulster Rifles
Museum) talk about the medals of
the late Major CAHB (Tony) Blake,
Royal Ulster Rifles whose medals
are on display in the Korean War
Section in the National Museum.

Medals (l-r): 1939-45 Star, Africa
Star, Italy Star, France and
Germany Star, Defence Medal,
War Medal, Korea UK, Korea
UN, Czechoslovakia Cross and
the American Distinguished
Service Cross. 
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3344  BBaatt  RRiifflleess

Dear Sir

I would like to congratulate you on your fine publication which
I have been reading.

However on page 21 there is a glaring error the last paragraph on
the page states that the 34th batt were armed with the FN rifle
this is not so. They were armed with Gustavs with a bayonet
boss-welded on this accepted the bayonet from a Mk4 Lee
Enfield Rifle.

The 1st Infantry Group were the first to be issued with FN Rifle.

I understand in a publication like this you are stuck for space.
The 1st Inf Gp defended Kamina Air Base in Sept 61 against all
comers. We also had about 60 Swedish to give us a hand.

I still have people asking me what batt were they?

Andrew Farrell 
811176

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
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