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Postcard
from Lourdes
Bty QMS Ger O’Connor (54 Res Arty
Regt) sent in this photo of their visit to
Lourdes as part of the 2008
International Military Pilgrimage. They
are (l/r): Cpl Ted Nugent (No3 Gun
Bty), Capt Martin McCormack (OC HQ
Bty,) Bty Sgt Anthony Murphy (No3
Gun Bty), Sgt Martin Moffatt, Bty QMS
Ger O’Connor (both HQ Bty) and Sgt
Leonard Carolan (No3 Gun Bty - all 54
Res Arty Regt).

We are
the
Champions

Salute
Armn Billy Galligan’s photo shows (l/r): Mrs
Murphy, Garda Commissioner Fachtna Murphy
and Michael Butler (Nat Sec IUNVA) at the
National Concert Hall on September 7th at the
Salute fundraising concert. See page 6 for more.

Bookworm
Pte Terence O’Reilly (left) is seen here
giving Col Noel Joyce (EO DFTC) a
sneak preview of his first book, entitled Hitler’s Irishmen. Pte O’Reilly
works in the Defence Forces Library
and Education Centre, Curragh
Camp and for a review of his book,
see page27.

On Tour

Pictured outside the Irish House at
HQ KFOR in Film City, Kosovo are a
combined band of Defence Forces
pipers and drummers who travelled
from Ireland in July to play at the
handover ceremony of the Framework
Nation Multi-National Task Force
(Centre) from Ireland to Finland. Also
in photo is Col John Courtney (Camp
Comd and SIO KFOR).

On May 28th the 4 LSB won
the Medical Services Final
beating the 4 Inf Bn 1-11 to 18. The winning team is pictured here with supporters
from the West, including their
GOC, Brig Gen Padraig
O’Callaghan. Photo by: Sgt JJ
Ryan (HQ DFTC).

CISM Gold
Armn Billy Galligan’s photo shows
Lt Gen Dermot Earley (COS) congratulating Sgt Kieran Kennedy
for winning a gold medal at the 5th
World Military Golf
Championships in Canada in
August. The Chief of Staff also
congratulated the DF golf Team for
coming fifth in the team event and
Comdt Elaine Guinan for coming
fourth in the Ladies event. Also
pictured at the Curragh Golf Club
are (l/r): Comdts Regina Foley and
Elaine Guinan, Sgt Mick
McLoughlin, CQMS Mick Lane, Lt
Gen Dermot Earley, Sgt Kieran
Kennedy, Cpl Doug Houlihan, PO
John Bates and Cpl Brendan
Healy.

Flying the
colours
Pictured (l/r): are Gnr Martin
Archibald, Sgt Christy Duffy, Gnrs
John Dooley, Noel Poynton, Sgts
Alan Graham and Paddy Poynton
(all 97 Inf Bn EUFOR) taking a
break while on patrol in Goz
Beida, Chad. All hail from
Westmeath (hence the flag) and
are members of the 4 Fd Arty Regt,
based in Columb Bks, Mullingar.
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Engineer’s
Honoured

Brains
to burn

On September 9th, the Defence Forces Corps of
Engineers was awarded re-accreditation as part of
the Engineers Ireland Continuing Professional
Development (CPD) Scheme. The Corps of
Engineers have shown a high level of commitment
to CPD in the last three years incorporating extensive training and development of all its members
in both military and civilian engineering disciplines. Pictured at the presentation in McKee Bks
are (l/r): Capt Sharon McManus, Mr John Butler
(CPD HR Dir), Col Jim Foley (D Engrs) and Lt
O’Reilly. Photo by: Armn Billy Galligan.

Congratulations to Sgt
Paul Connelly (4 Fd Arty
Regt) who just finished his
Leaving Certificate and
achieved five honours and
one pass. Paul returned to
school as part of the
Defence Forces Education
Policy and attended
Mullingar Community
College. Photo by: Sgt Maj
Noel O’Callaghan.

NEWS UPDAATE
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The French Connection
Pte Robbie McAney (MP Gov Bdlg) sent in this photo of French President Nicolas
Sarkozy’s visit to Government Buildings on July 22nd. The President is seen here been
greeted by An Taoiseach Mr Brian Cowen TD. Also in the pictured is Cpl Niamh Casey.
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Left: Pictured (l/r) at the Salute concert
are: Maj Gen Vincent Savino Retd (Pres
IUNVA), Lt Gen Dermot Earley (COS),
Michael Butler (Nat Chair IUNVA), Cllr
Eibhlin Byrne (Lord Mayor) and Brig Gen
Dennis Murphy (GOC 2 E Bde).
Below: UNVA Veterans and their families travelled from all over the country
for the concert. Pictured here are members of IUNVA Post 2 (Mullingar).

Main pic: Phil Coulter acknowledges
the appreciation of the audience.
Bottom left: Paul Byrom gives all he’s
got with the support of Phil and his
orchestra.
Bottom right: Geraldine and Phil rock
the house.

Salute – A Night to Remember
On September 7th at a packed National Concert Hall, Dublin, Irish songwriter and
artist, Phil Coulter, accompanied by Geraldine Branagan and his orchestra, wooed
an audience with some of the most memorable Irish melodies of the past five
decades. The concert entitled Salute was a musical celebration marking 50 years
of peacekeeping and a fundraiser for the Irish United Nations Veterans
Association (IUNVA). Phil and Geraldine supported by Celtic Thunder singer
Paul Byrom and orchestra played a medley of song that included Danny Boy, Red
Rose Cafe, Scorn Not His Simplicity, The Town I Loved So Well and many more well
known songs.
The audience included a large number of IUNVA veterans, serving soldiers,
family, friends and invited guest. Dublin’s Lord Mayor, Cllr Eibhlin Byrne and her
husband Ken, were piped into the concert hall. Also in attendance was Lt Gen
Dermot Earley (COS), Brig Gen Dennis Murphy (GOC 2 E Bde) and Garda
Commissioner Fachtna Murphy.
For the veterans including Geraldine who herself entertained our troops in
South Lebanon in the early 80s, the concert was a fitting tribute to all those who
served overseas, their families left at home and especially to our comrades who
made the ultimate sacrifice in the service of peace.

All photographs by
Armn Billy Galligan
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Brig Gen O’Callaghan

NEWS UPDATE
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A dedicated soldier
On Thursday August 28th colleagues, family and friends
gathered in Custume Bks, Athlone for the stand down
parade of dedicated soldier, Brig Gen Padraig
O’Callaghan (GOC 4 W Bde). Following the parade,
Brig Gen O’Callaghan brought his guests into the NCOs
Mess for a reception. There, fellow Roscommon man and
friend, Lt Gen Dermot Earley (COS) presented Brig Gen
O’Callaghan with a memento marking his 40 years of
service.
A native of Castlerea, Co Roscommon, 2/Lt
O’Callaghan was commissioned in 1968 and took up his
first appointment as a Pln Comd with 1 Cn Cois, Dún Ui
Mhaoiliosa, Galway. Up until 1994, he spent most of his
career in the Western Command (now brigade) holding
various
appointments in 1 Cn Cois, 19 Inf Bn FCÁ, HQ W
President
Comd
and as OC USAC.
McAleese
laysIna1997,
wreath
newly promoted Lt Col O’Callaghan headed to
at the Royal
Dublin
to take up his appointment as D PR, DFHQ. The
Hospital. year, he moved to the Military College, Curragh
following
Camp as Sch Comdt, Cdt Sch. Lt Col O’Callaghan
returned to Galway in 2001, this time as OC 1 Cn Cois for a
short period before he was promoted full Colonel and
returned to the Curragh as Sch Comdt, Inf Sch and D Inf
in 2002. He then moved back to DFHQ as D Ops from 2003
to 2005, when he was promoted Brigadier General and
heading to Cork to take up his appointment as GOC 1 S
Bde, before moving back west as GOC 4 W Bde.
Apart from his service at home, Brig Gen O’Callaghan
served as a UN Military Observer with UNTSO and
UNDOF (1975/77), OC B Coy 56 Inf Bn UNIFIL (1984/85),
UN Observer in Central America (1991) and in Cyprus with
HQ UNFICYP (1995-97).
Brig Gen O’Callaghan lives in Oranmore, Co Galway
with his wife Gráinne and they have six children (Niall,
Gráinne, Aideen, Derval, John and Fergal).Throughout his
career, Brig Gen O’Callaghan was a keen sportsman and
played basketball and Gaelic football at all levels within the
Defence Forces. He played for St Kevins, Castlerea, Boyle
and Renmore GAA Clubs and has represented his county,
Roscommon. His interests include sport, travel, reading, military history and outdoor pursuits.

Lt Gen Dermot Earley (COS)
with Brig Gen O’Callaghan
and his wife, Gráinne.

Pictured standing (l/r): Brig Gens Pat Hayes (GOC 1 S Bde), Seán McCann (GOC DFTC), Chris
Moore (A COS Sp) and Dennis Murphy (GOC 2 E Bde). Sitting (l/r): Brig Gen Gerry Hegarty (New
appointed GOC 4 W Bde), Lt Gen Dermot Earley (COS), Brig Gen Padraig O’Callaghan, Mrs
Gráinne O’Callaghan, Maj Gen Pat O’Sullivan (D COS Ops) and Maj Gen Dave Ashe (D COS Sp).

All photos by Cpl Mandy Connolly (HQ 4 W Bde)
Near right: Col Seán Kilbride (EO 4 W Bde) is seen here presenting Brig Gen O’Callaghan with an album of photographs
of the General throughout his career in the Western Brigade.
Far right: An NCO wishes Brig Gen O’Callaghan all the best in
his retirement.
Below: The Class of 68 - Brig Gen O’Callaghan with his Cadet
Class (41st) who attended his stand-down parade.

A pipes and drums band played at the parade in Camp Clarke. They included (l/r):
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o be honest, I was a slight bit apprehensive about of Cadets issued out goodie bags, which contained a
covering the Military Pilgrimage to Lourdes.
badge, scarf, wooden cross and a Lourdes booklet.
Though not a very good Catholic, I always consid- The booklet would be our aide memoir containing
ered myself a Christian and like most soldiers,
prayers, local history, maps and timings of the
faith is an integral part of military life! From an early
parades each day. Though the majority of pilgrims
stage in our careers, we would attend mass parades
flew, Fr Jim Campion (Naval Service Chaplain)
and have regular contact with the Chaplains to the
brought an contingent overland by coach and a 12Forces, either at home or overseas. Though parades
man military bike team travelled to Lourdes through
were always compulsory, attendance to the religious
France and Spain.
ceremony was optional and well attended.
With luggage collected, the Joe Walsh Tour Reps
The images of badges of the
So after securing the tickets, I met up with my fellow got everyone onto the buses for the short journey to
Lourdes Pilgrimages through
working pilgrims in Dublin Airport in the early hours of our hotel, the Mediterranee, along the banks of the
different years are supplied by
Thursday May 22nd for the
Gave de Pau. Lourdes at 420m
Comdt O’Neill.
flight to France. Also travelling
above sea level, with a populaThis is my fourth pilgrimage and I’m
were
Armn
Billy
Galligan
and
tion 15,000 (approx) is nestled in
"There are those who
here as a carer for some of our military
the foothills of the French
will look back on their Cpl Earl Fitzgerald (both phosick who also travelled. Lourdes for me gives
tographers),
Cameramen
Sgt
Pyrenees close to the Spanish
visit to Lourdes as a
me a sense of reflection in regard to what I
David Rooney and Cpl Fergal
border. It has over the last 150
journey of faith to a
do. The parades are brilliant. They make us
years changed from a small garplace of spiritual, emotional Flynn (both Audio Visual Unit)
stand out, especially when you march behind
and even physical healing.
and Capt Padraic Kennedy, our the pipe band as we go through the town,
risoned town, overlooked by the
Some will tell you how they linkman, if anything went
imposing chateau fort de
with everybody cheering. It puts a spark in
were appalled by the crass
the old system. Lourdes for me in 2008 is
wrong.
Lourdes, to a prosperous pilgrim
commercialism of the town.
about building bridges with people as an
After checking in at
destination for millions of pilOthers were deeply affectIrish citizen and as a soldier.”
4.30am,
we
proceeded
through
grims. The Catholic Church and
ed by a visit to the Grotto in
Pte Patrick Clarke
security
and
into
the
terminal
the town authorities have in that
the quiet of the evening.
LBH St Bricin’s Hosp, Dublin.
for boarding at seven. We
time built a complex of churches,
There are those who are
eventually took off at 9.15am
baths, gardens, hospitals and
strengthened by the
courage of the sick. Others after spending two hours on the ramp. Luckily I was in shrines around the Grotto, where the Virgin Mary
for whom the Marian or
an aisle seat with plenty of legroom. Cpl Fitzgerald
appeared to Bernadette. The town itself is littered
torchlight procession is the and I sat beside Lt Col Gerald Kerr (1 LSB), Army
with hotels, cafés, restaurants and shops, all to serve
most vivid memory. While
Doctor and Lourdes veteran, who during the two-hour the pilgrims’ needs.
others only remember the
flight gave us the low down on the pilgrimage.
But before we go any further, lets take a brief look
rain!"
Eventually we arrived in France, touching down at
at Saint Bernadette! Marie-Bernade Soubirous, born
Taken from the homily given
by Msgr Eoin Thynne (HCF) Tarbes Airport. As we waited for our luggage, a group January 7th 1844 was a 14 year-old French miller’s
daughter who on February 11th 1858 had the first
apparition of the Virgin Mary. In total, she would have
18 apparitions, the last on July 16th 1858. Though, the
authorities and the Catholic Church were sceptical at
first, they eventually deemed the visions worthy of
belief and the apparition became known as ‘Our Lady
of Lourdes’. Apart from the visions, the Virgin Mary
made Bernadette dig a spring near the Grotto and
from its waters, people started to have miraculous
healing experiences, and this remains one of the great
attractions of Lourdes to this day. Aged 22,
entered the Sisters of Charity convent at
All photographs by Armn Billy Galligan Bernadette
Nevers, France, where she stayed until her death on
and Cpl Earl Fitzgerald.
April 16th 1879 at just 35 years of age. Bernadette was
canonised in 1933 by Pope Pius XI, not so much for
the content of her visions, but rather for her simplicity

T

Sgt David Nagle reports on
this year’s Military Pilgrimage
to Lourdes, which marked
50 years of our involvement.
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“This is my ninth
pilgrimage and I’m
here with about a
dozen IUNVA veterans,
friends and my wife,
Carmel. I had three sons
who served in the Army.
Pilgrimage for me gives me
peace of mind and I can
reflect on my life and the
mistakes I’ve made. It’s
great to be part of this
unique 50th pilgrimage.”
Eamon Mulligan
IUNVA (Arbour Hill
Post One), Dublin

22/10/2008

18:59

Page 9

and holiness of her life. She is the patron
saint of sick people, the family and of
“I’ve travelled on five pilgrimages
Lourdes. Her feast days are: February
over the years. Pilgrimage is a great oppor18th (France) and April 16th.
tunity for ONE to tell others about what we do,
In the aftermath of WWII, French and
especially about our soldier’s home. Over the past
few days I’ve already got a few new recruits. I
allied troops made regular pilgrimages to
would encourage serving soldiers to become assoLourdes and they were soon joined by
ciate members. For me personally, I am thinking of
German troops in a process of reconcilimy wife Bernadette who isn’t too well at
ation.
home and looking forward to getting
In 1958, the first official Military
back to her.”
Pilgrimage took place and the Defence
Jim Nolan
Forces sent a contingent, though we did
Nat Pres (Casement Branch) ONET.
take part in two previous pilgrimages
(1933 and 1937).
the Joe Walshe Tour Reps would liaise with the Head
This jubilee year, over 34 foreign military continChaplain about changes in the programme.
gents participated.
The main highlights of the pilgrimage were:
Here in Ireland, there was a lot of interest from
both the regular pilgrims and first timers. Another
Thursday - Opening Mass for Irish pilgrimages.
reason why people wanted to travel was because
Friday - Group photograph, Opening parade of parPresident Mary McAleese and Archbishop Diarmuid
ticipating nations, blessing of the sick and the
Martin would also be in Lourdes.
torchlight Marian procession.
In the lead up to the pilgrimage, Mgsr EoinTynne
Saturday - Mass at the Grotto, wreath-laying cere(Head Chaplain) and Sgt John Kellett (HCF office) had
mony at the Irish plot, the opening of the peace vila busy two years, putting everything in place so that the
lage and UN ceremony of thanksgiving.
largest Irish contingent ever, over 1,400 PDF and RDF,
Sunday - International Mass and closing ceremony
Civil Defence, ONE, IUNVA with family and friends,
for the international pilgrimage.
would have a enjoyable and uplifting pilgrimage.
Like most military operations, timing is essential
Monday - The way of the cross and closing ceremony
in the planning. Each day was mapped out and again
for the Irish pilgrimage.
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As the President and the Chief of Staff were staying in the Hotel Mediterranee, it became the RV for all
the various uniform parts of the contingent, who
would parade outside with the combined Defence
Forces Pipe and Brass Bands, under the baton of Lt
Col Brendan Power. A small team from Ceremonial
Section, DFHQ and a MP detachment where in
Lourdes to assist the Parade Marshal, Comdt
Brendan McGuinness with all aspects of ceremony.
The Chief of Staff, Lt Gen Dermot Earley, accompanied by Lt Gen Pat Nash (Op Comd EUFOR Chad),
and Brig Gen Padraig O’Callaghan (GOC 4 W Bde)
led each parade as the bands played a variety of Irish
tunes. Each time the contingent marched through
Lourdes, the crowds would open up, clapping and
cheering as they passed. On arrival at their destination, the Civil Defence would be on hand to reserve
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tunes, adding to the spirit of the occasion. Our own
pipes and drums wooed the crowds with tunes like
Garryowen, Let Erin Remember and The Mistral Boy
“This is my first pilgrimage and I’m here
as they lead their new founded fans to the Hotel
with five others from my unit, two of whom
Solitude, which became ‘Little Ireland’.
are retiring this year. The atmosphere here is brilliant.
Each morning, come rain or shine (or with a sore
Everyone is friendly and everyone talks. Even all the difhead from the night before), everyone would parade
ferent armies make an effort. But you couldn’t really
outside the Mediterranee.
explain it. You would have to experience it yourself. For
On Friday 23rd, the whole contingent posed for the
me, the abiding memory of the pilgrimage was the
official photograph in front of the Basilica. After the
mass, today (may 26th), when they played Gabriel’s
morning mass, the President and her husband, Dr
obo, with both bands playing. It was absolutely unreal.
I’m definitely coming back next year.”
Martin McAleese stayed to talk with pilgrims and to
Pte Orla Cullaghan
pose for photographs.
Tpt Coy 31 Res LSB, Cork.
That afternoon she visited the Irish campsite,
where the recruits stayed. The campsite ran by the
French Army, helped to keep the overall cost of the
pilgrimage for the recruits down, thus allowing as
places for wheel-chaired pilgrims and the dignitaries. many as possible availing of the opportunity to
The President and Chief of Staff would arrive, folattend.
lowed by the National Colours and all accompanied
At 3pm, the opening parade of the military pilby music. During the opening mass in the Rosary
grimage took place, thankfully again in fine weather.
Basilica on the Thursday, Msgr Thynne welcomed all Each contingent paraded thorough St Michael’s Gate
pilgrims to Lourdes and a special candle was lit.
up onto the Esplanade to the Basilica. Thousands
These ceremonies can have
great pomp with marching
bands; troops; flags; bagpipes
“I’ve being coming to Lourdes with
and you can easily get caught
the Military Pilgrimage for the past
up in it all. Though this was a
nine years.
military pilgrimage, it was also
I first came with my mother and aunt and our
a personal journey for each
army connection includes my uncle, Michael
pilgrim. Each had his/her
McGiunn, who was killed in the Congo. I get
prayers, wishes and requests
a lot of strength and peace from the pilgrimage and each year I look forward to meeting
to make!
old friends. It’s like a family. I have made
Apart from the recorded
many friends, especially in the pipe band,
24,000 military personnel,
who bring a lot of peace, fun and laughter,
Lourdes was packed with
which is very important to the pilgrimage.”
thousands of civilian pilgrims.
Nadine Bayer - Dublin.
Most organised tours, young
and old, able bodied and
infirmed, all came to Lourdes
to pray, to drink and bath in its waters. At times with turned out to watch this colourful pageant of flags
such crowds it was hard to find your personal
and uniforms. The whole event went like clockwork,
thoughts. One Irish pilgrim told me that before I
with French Police and Army marshalling the event.
would leave Lourdes, I would have ‘a Lourdes
The highlight that evening was the Torchlight
moment’. He wouldn’t elaborate on it, just to say that Marian Procession, were a statue of the Virgin Mary
I would know when it happened. Sure enough, on our and a large cross was carried from the Prairie (opposecond last day, when passing a group of Irish pilsite the Grotto) up the Esplanade to the Basilica. The
grims, not with us, but waiting to go into the Grotto, I pilgrims would chant prayers and raise a candle in
noticed a young girl, no more than 10 years of age sit- her honour. This event was amazing and very moving
ting in one of the specially designed buggies for the as the chants echoed through the valley.
sick. She was wrapped in a blanket, breathing
with the assistance of oxygen and clearly unwell.
Immediately I though of my own two boys back
home and I recited a Hail Mary for her and my
boys. I will never forget that moment.
Following the opening mass, most made their
own way back to their
hotels, while the recruits
headed back to their campsite. Some stayed around for
private prayers, while others caught up
with old friends or headed to the shops and
cafés.
Every evening in Lourdes, the town centre was packed with pilgrims - in the
shops, in the bars and on the street.
Soldiers from the visiting nations would
mingle, tell stories and trade the odd
badge or item of uniform. The atmosphere
was carnival-like, with the various bands out
and about playing their national and military
AN COSANTÓIR
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My first pilgrimage was with the Order of Malta in
1970 and I came back in 1994 with the army. In total I’ve done
eight. We decided to come to this year’s pilgrimage two years ago
and I’m here with Lt Devine for HQ Company and there are a number of other people from A Company. This is by far the best pilgrimage I’ve being on. For me, there are two highlights. The first, I
was chosen to carry the candle along with a CS in the Basilica in
front of the President, the Chief of Staff and the GOC. My other
highlight was the music. The combined music of the pipe
band and the School of Music, which was phenomenal.
When they played at the peacekeeping memorial, it
was awesome.”
CQMS Ben Kellett
HQ 67 Res Inf Bn, Dundalk.

This is my first
pilgrimage and
it has being
intense, but very
enjoyable, mainly
because it is the 150th
anniversary and the 50th
Military Pilgrimage. For
me my most abiding
memory was being part
of the colour party on
the first march to the
church with the pipe
band. Lourdes marks
the halfway mark in our
training.”
Cdt Richard Griffiths
Cdt Sch, Curragh Camp.
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Saturday, the 24th began with an early start,
around 7.30am and in the rain. The Irish paraded to
the Grotto for an English-speaking open air mass in
conjunction with the British and American contingents. The Archbishop of Dublin, Dr Diarmuid Martin
in his homily reminded the pilgrims present that,
“Lourdes is a shrine to Mary. But Mary is the first
point to our hearts and minds towards her son, Jesus.
Mary in her short conversations with Bernadette indicates to us the path towards her: the path of repentance and penance, the path of prayer and of the
Eucharist.”
Cpl David Martin, an Irish tenor sang throughout
the mass. Following the mass, the contingent headed
to the town cemetery, where the President laid a
wreath at the Irish Plot. After lunch, the sun eventually broke out for the visit to the Peace village. The village was an expo with each army having a stall
explaining who they were and how they conduct
peaceful operations.
That evening the UN ceremony of thanksgiving
took place in the Church of St Bernadette, celebrated
by Archbishop Martin. It involved prayers for our UN
dead and as Maj Gen Carl Dodd (Retd) read out the
roll of honour, a candle-lit procession of recruits lined
the church. Following that, the bands (pipes and
brass) played Gabriel’s obo, which drew a tremendous
applause. Pilgrims also viewed a series of overseas
photos, displayed on a giant screen. The atmosphere
was electric and when the Chief of Staff spoke, you
could hear in his voice that he was moved by the ceremony.
On Sunday, the 25th, the contingent paraded, again
in the rain for the closing ceremony of the military pilgrimage. During the open-aired mass, Fr Robert
McCabe CF was made Chaplain to Lourdes for his
devotion to duty. Following mass, everyone headed
back to their hotels to change and relaxed for the rest
of the day.
Monday, the 26th, the military pilgrims attended
the Stations of the Cross and the closing ceremony in
the Church of St Bernadette. Both the Head Chaplain
and Chief of Staff spoke and thanked everyone for
their participation in making the pilgrimage a success.
Alas, like all good things, they must come to an
end and the next day, Tuesday the 27th, was heading
home time, with pilgrims checking out, buying the last
few presents and catching the bus to the airport.
On reflection I was glad to be part of this pilgrimage. Not only in a professional manner, but also on a
personal level! It renewed my faith and in the power
of prayer. As one pilgrim said, “Lourdes is not only
about the Holy Spirit, it is also about the Human
Spirit”, which was definitely alive in every pilgrim
who travelled to Lourdes.■

Oct ober 2008

Walter Walsh
For Walter ‘Wally’ Walsh (Flt Sgt Retd) it began in
1956, when he saw a notice about a pilgrimage to
Lourdes. At the time, Wally was a young airman having joined in 1953. Wally like his fellow comrades didn’t know where Lourdes was and the only time he saw
the name Lourdes before was on a medal from a pilgrimage dating back to 1937. He recalls the total cost
of pilgrimage was £38 pounds and it took him nearly
two and a half years, saving five shillings a week, to
pay for the fare and the £10 pounds he was allowed to
bring as spending money. Also at the time, no army
man held a passport, so he along with his fellow pilgrims travelled on a group passport to France.
Like a lot of the original military travelling, it was
Wally’s first time abroad and his first time on a
plane. Though their flight was delayed because of a
thunderstorm over Dublin Airport, they eventually
took off on September 22nd in an Aer Lingus Vickers
Viscount with 60 souls onboard for the four hours
flight. On arrival at around four in the morning, everyone stayed onboard the aircraft, while the Chief of
Staff, Maj Gen Pat Mulcahy inspected a French
Guard of Honour. Once this was over, they were
bussed to Lourdes and Wally stayed in the Hotel
Europe along the bank of the River Gave.
Lourdes in 1958, though a popular pilgrim destination was not as developed as it is today. Wally
recalls, there was no wall along the river running
beside the grotto and the Irish pilgrims us to washed
their feet in it. Visiting Catholic Priests then wore a
traditional black cloak and any if you saw a clergyman in short jacket and collar, he was more likely a
protestant.
Each day in Lourdes, the Irish contingent would
parade and march up through the town to the basilica in silence, as they had no pipe band with them.
(Wally himself was a founding member of the Air
Corps Pipe Band in 1959).
The parades were lead by Chief of Staff, Maj Gen
Pat Mulcahy, Fr Crean, Head Chaplain and Fr Fagan,
the Air Corps Chaplain. The Chief of Staff only had
to step out and say, “Right lads, let’s go,” and there
would be a 100% turnout. The officer provided a
Guard of Honour at each mass and permission had
to be sought from the French through the
Department of Foreign Affairs to allow the use of
swords, as showing a swords blade back then was
tantamount to a act of war. He also remembers the
underground basilica had just opened in 1958.
When not on parade, in church or on a tour, the
troops from each command where kept busy, helping
out with the Irish and other international invalids,

The first Military Pilgrimage took
place in September 1958 and at
this year’s anniversary celebration,
I caught up with two of the
original Irish contingent in Lourdes.
Sgt David Nagle reports…
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bringing them to the various shrines in Lourdes.
Wally recalled the French food was a bit strange
and everyone missed the cup of tea.
When Col Fox, OC Western Command died, Wally
assisted a nun in laying him out prior to his removal
back home to Ireland.
It was some 27 years later, in 1985 that he returned
to Lourdes with the ticket now costing £125. It was on
that pilgrimage that Msgr Horan died in Lourdes.
This year Wally is delighted to be back in Lourdes
with ONE, meeting old friends and just relaxing. As a
former Air Corps Pipe Bandsman, he still jumps when
he hears the bands play. Finally, Wally is thankful that
he was able to return to Lourdes this year in good
health and with the help of God, to return next year.
Tony Darcy

Tony Darcy
Tony Darcy now lives in Lifford, Co Donegal, but in
1958 he was in the Naval Service, having joined in
1956 and retired with the rank of L/RRM (Leading
Radio Radar Mechanic) in 1962. He was in Lourdes
this year with the Lifford Branch, ONE.
Tony recalled back then that they first heard about
the International Pilgrimage in early 1958. He along
with other Naval Service Personnel signed up for the
pilgrimage and as far as he knows it cost £48 pounds.
But as his wages were only five pound a week, there
was a lot of saving to be done and he had to get permission from his parents, who he was sending his
wages home too, so he could save a pound a week.
When September of that year came, the Naval
Walter Walsh
Service contingent in full uniform and under the
direction of their Chaplain, Fr Murphy travelled up to
Below:Pictured here are five
Dublin for the flight to Lourdes.
1958 pilgrims with Lt Gen
Like the majority of Irish people in the 50s, it was
Dermot Earley (COS) and Msgr
Tony’s first time in a plane and before boarding the
Eoin Thynne (HCF). They are
sitting (l/r): Flt Sgt Walter
plane in Dublin Airport in the early hours of the mornWalsh (left), L/RRM Tony Darcy ing he met an old family friend, Fr Crean who was
(centre) and Lt Col Tom Furlong then Head Chaplain. Fr Crean was a friend of Tony’s
(right), who passed away on
father before the war (WWII) and who served as a
September 24th 2008. May he
Catholic Chaplain in the British Army during the war.
rest in peace.

n. Pilgrims remember…

When he arrived in Lourdes, Tony stayed in the
Hotel Angel Terre for the six days of the pilgrimage.
He remembers the majority of Irish military pilgrims
included a mixture of Army, Air Corps, Naval Service
and Nurses.
As they had arrived early on day one, the Irish pilgrims had a free day to look around Lourdes and as
Tony and his friends walked around the town, they
heard these strange ‘bee-baa’ sirens of French
motorcycle escorting a car. The car stopped suddenly
in front of them, when the window rolled down and
the Chief of Staff, accompanied by Fr Crean leaned
out and saluted Tony, much to the bewilderment and
mocking of his colleagues later on.
On that first pilgrimage Tony remembers meeting
a lot of French, British and German soldiers, who
only 13 years previous were enemies during WWII.
The church at that time had all the French battle
colours hanging proudly. But a French soldier told
him on last year’s pilgrimage, that the French
removed the flags after the first pilgrimage as a mark
of respect to their former German enemies. Tony still
remember there was, like today a sense of great comradeship between all visiting military pilgrims.
The first pilgrimage was very religious, with little
to no time to socialise. Though Tony recalled one
occasion when he was in a shop buying a present for
his parents, when a young French girl gave him a
hug, touched his collar and kissed him. The shopkeeper told a smiling sailor that it is a French saying,
“touch the collar and kiss a marine.” So he got more
kisses on a very religious experience over his time in
Lourdes.
Unfortunately, it was a sad event that Tony clearly
recalls. During a War memorial ceremony with the
Irish and French military, Col Fox, then OC Western
Command suddenly died. He was brought home to
Ireland and it was a terrible shock, not only for the
Irish contingent, but for the whole town.
In 1958, the Irish contingent had no military band
with them. So, the French provided a band from the
5th Para Regiment, who where stationed there,
because of the trouble in Algiers, though there was
never any trouble in Lourdes.
When not on mass parade or church, the Irish pilgrims would go on day trips. One day, the Army and
Naval technicians where brought up by their French
counterparts to see some of the hydroelectric systems in nearly every French town in the Pyrenees,
supplying the villagers with electric power.
When asked if he was a religious man, Tony said,
“he won’t consider himself one, but he did believe in
God and he has never lost his faith.” With both his
wife and himself dealing with illness over the recent
years, Tony said, “Lourdes definitely does something
to you and reinvigorates you and makes you appreciated life a lot more.”
On the changes he has seen in Lourdes since the
first pilgrimage, Tony thinks it has become too commercial. “You only have to come out of the grotto and
they’re trying to sell you something.”
Though he is in Lourdes with his ONE comrade
and friends, Tony is delighted to have met former
Naval Service colleagues he served with, but saddened when he hears of the passing of friends.
In summing up his experience in Lourdes, Tony said,
“For me its great to come back after 50 years. Because
it may seem like a long time to people, but I can tell
you it is not a long time. And the one thing I say to the
young soldiers, the boy and girls in the Army today,
hopefully they’ll come back in 50 years time at the 100th
anniversary and remember use here today.”■
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hen the 38 Inf Gp deployed to KFOR in April
2008, they took over responsibility for Camp
Clarke from the 37 Inf Gp. They found the camp
in an excellent and well maintained condition
and quickly settled in. As the Group found it’s feet,
various projects to enhance the camp were suggested.
While most of these projects involved engineering
works, one improvement was designed to develop the
sense of Irish identity within the camp. This project
had three constituent parts: The streetscape of the
camp; The naming of the accommodation blocks; and
Irish language signage.

W

The streetscape of the Camp
It was discovered that as new arrivals and for visitors,
it was sometimes difficult to find your way around or
direct someone to the various locations in the camp. To solve this
problem and to also add an Irish
flavour, Irish street names were
adopted. As the group had members from the four provinces of
Ireland, it was decided to select
names on the following basis; Irish cities/town main
streets; O’Connell Street (Dublin and Limerick), St
Patrick’s Street (Cork), Castle Street (Belfast and
Derry), Shop Street (Galway), Eyre Square (Galway)
and Parnell Square (Dublin).
Also as Irish patriots featured heavily in Irish
street names the names Pearse, Collins, Tone, and
Hyde were also used.
Regular Irish street names that correspond to locations in the Camp, eg Church Street (where the camp
oratory is located) and Barrack Street where the
parade ground, garages, stores, guard room and main
gate are located.

soldiers leaving Ireland to become professional soldiers elsewhere.
T he B a t t le o f Crem ona (1702). Following the defeat
at Aughrim and the Treaty of Limerick, many Irish soldiers left Ireland and served in the armies of the
Catholic monarchs of Europe including Spain, Austria
and particularly France. These men became known as
the ‘Wild Geese’. In the French Army, there were
enough Irish Regiments to form ‘The Irish Brigade’.
During the ‘War of the Spanish Succession’ the
brigade found itself in the Battle of Cremona, Northern
Italy in 1702. The French held the city of Cremona and
when the enemy launched a major attack which

In this article, Comdt Seán Murphy
(Camp Comdt and OC Logs Coy 38 Inf Gp)
outlines his unit’s efforts to firmly
establishing another piece of Ireland…
in Kosovo

The accommodation blocks
Each of the eight main accommodation blocks were
given thier own identity and at the same time a few
clues to the variety of experiences Irish soldiers have
undertaken in the past, while performing military service for various causes. Consequently, the names of
battles associated with Irish soldiers were chosen and
they included;
T he B a t t le o f Clon t a r f (1014). Brian Boru’s famous
victory over the Vikings, aided by certain Irish chieftains, outside of the walls of Dublin.
T he B a t t le o f t he Ye llow Ford (1598). This battle saw
the defeat of an English force, several thousand
strong, by Irish forces led by the chieftains, O’Neill
and O’Donnell near the River Blackwater in Ulster.
This was the high point of Irish success in the ‘Nine
Years War’ which was part of the ongoing struggle
against Elizabethan England.
T he B a t t le o f K in sa le (1601). In the climax of the
‘Nine Years War’ and following the victory at the Yellow
Ford, Kinsale was the ultimate success for the English
Crown against the forces of Gaelic Ireland. This defeat
led eventually to the ‘Flight of the Earls’ in 1603 which
meant the end of the old Gaelic order and the clan system, which were major objectives for the English in
their efforts to control Ireland.
T he B a t t le o f Aughrim (1691). The decisive battle of
the ‘Williamite War’ in Ireland, even though William of
Orange’s victory at the Boyne is more widely known of.
The battle was the bloodiest ever fought on Irish soil,
with over 9,000 men killed. The Irish defeat meant the
effective end of Jacobitism in Ireland, although the
City of Limerick held out under siege until the autumn
of 1691. The Treaty of Limerick resulted in many Irish
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An English-Dutch-Hanoverian Army of 55,000 were
confronted by a French Army of 45,000 in defensive
positions near the village of Fontenoy. The English commanded forces fought a bloody battle and eventually
pierced the French line of defence with an attacking
element of about 6,000, mostly English troops which
advanced well into the rear of the French position. The
battle seemed to be lost with the French King about to
retire from the battlefield. At this point the French
Commander decided to commit his reserve a large part
of which was the Irish Brigade. The Irish were ordered
to launch a bayonet charge on the English. Despite
receiving several devastating volleys of English fire the
Irish charge continued, smashed into the English ranks
and shattered the English force driving them from the
field and winning another victory for France.
Above: Pte Diarmuid McKinstry,
Cpls Noel Smyth (both 27 Inf Bn)
and Declan Clarke (5 Inf Bn) at
Camp Clarke’s entrance.
Left: Sgt Garry Dunne (5 Inf Bn)
and Sgt Maj John Murphy (2 Fd
Arty Regt) outside An
Ceannceathru (HQ).

HERITAGE
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T he B a t t le o f Frede ric k sburg (1862). Shortly after the
outbreak of the American Civil War in 1861 it was decided to form an ‘Irish Brigade’ in the Union Army, this
was due to the large numbers of Irish men in the ranks
of certain regiments from Pennsylvania, Massachusetts
T he B a t t le o f Fon t enoy (1745). This was the most
and New York. The Irish Brigade fought well in a series
famous day for the Irish Brigade in the service of
of battles throughout 1862, culminating in the Battle of
France. The battle took place near Fontenoy, in modern Fredericksburg. This battle was a defeat for the Union,
Belgium, as part of the War of the Austrian Succession. but the Irish Brigade became famous for advancing further than any other Union brigade in the assaults on
Marye’s Heights. The brigade suffered 50% casualties at
the hands of Confederate forces defending the position
Capt Will Collins (2 E BTC),
which included, ironically, one predominantly Irish
Sgt Enda McLaughlin (4 Fd
Regiment.

seemed to have captured the city, they encountered
the Irish Brigade who launched several fierce counter
attacks, driving the enemy out of the city and saving
the day for France.

CIS Coy), Cpl Roland Corr
(27 Inf Bn) and Capt Conor
Ryan (2 E BTC).

All photos by Cpls Declan
Clarke and Martin McKeever

P CLARKE

NTITY WITH AN IRISH IDENTITY

T he B a t t le o f M essine s (1917). The Battle of
Messines during WWI was launched on June 7th 1917
near the village of Mesen (Messines) by the British
Second Army under the command of General Herbert
Plumer. The target of the offensive was a ridge running
north from Messines village, past Wytschaete village
that created a natural stronghold southeast of Ypres.
One of the key features of the battle was the detonation of 19 enormous mines under the German defences
immediately prior to the infantry assault, a tactic that
disrupted the German defence and allowed the
advancing troops to secure their objectives in rapid
fashion. From an Irish perspective the battle involved
the Protestant and Unionist 36th (Ulster) Division and
the largely Catholic and Nationalist 16th (Irish)
Division advancing in tandem, the Irish capturing the
village of Wytschaete and pushing forward to secure
their objectives. It was noted at the time how troops
from the two different traditions of Ireland could cooperate together when faced by a common enemy. The
attack was also a prelude to the much larger Third
Battle of Ypres, known as Passchendaele, which began
on July 31st 1917.
Apart from naming each block, a brief narrative outlining each particular battle was placed in their communal corridor.
Irish Language Signage
As most of the camp signage was in English, it was
an opportunity to show off our own langauge with the
help of Gaelgoir Capt Oisin Murray.
A series of Irish language signs were produced for
use on some of the more prominent installations of
the camp, including An Ceanncheathru (HQ), An
Bhialann (Dining Hall), Bialann na hOifigi (Officer’s
Mess) and An Sibín (The Canteen).
It is hoped that this project will help develop the
camp’s Irish identity, both for the occupants and for
visitors. The combination of Irish place names, language and military history will give the camp a greater
sense of Irishness and provide clues to some of the
traditions behind Irish service overseas.■
AN COSANTÓIR
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Far left:
Sgt Maj Bernard Donovan is
travelling back to Africa, again
as Sergeant Major.
Left:
The Minister for Defence
inspects troops, accompanied
by Lt Col Brennan (OC 98 Inf
Bn) and Comdt John Anderson.
Right:
Pictured at the review are (l/r):
Cpl Eamonn O’Beirne (DFHQ),
Brig Gen Chris Moore (A COS
Sp) and Capt Paul O’Beirne (Air
Corps) who is heading out to
Chad. Cpl O’Beirne is Capt
O’Beirne’s Uncle.

On September 10th, the Minister for Defence,
Mr Willie O’Dea TD travelled down to a wet
Kilkenny City to review the troops from the
98 Inf Bn EUFOR bound for overseas service in
Chad this September-October. The battalion will
take over from the 97 Inf Bn who operate in the
Goz Beida area, along the Chad Sudan border.
Lt Col Kieran Brennan (OC 98 Inf Bn) paraded his battalion on the grounds
of Kilkenny Castle, with his troops mainly drawn from the Southern Brigade
with personnel also coming from all over the Defence Forces.
Kilkenny City is the home of the 3 Inf Bn, based in Stephens Bks, which Lt
Col Brennan commanded prior to his current appointment and it now the tradition, established over recent years to hold the ministerial review in the
Brigade supplying most of the troops.
Following the minister review at Kilkenny Castle, the battalion marched
through the streets of the city and thousands braved the weather to applaud
the troops and wish them all a safe mission in Africa.

MINISTERIAL REVIE

98 INF BN EURFOR CH
All photos by Armn Billy Galligan

On Parade
The battalion line up in
Kilkenny Castle.
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Fr Robert McCabe (Chaplain 98 Inf Bn)
bless the battalion’s colours.
Lt Col Kieran Brennan,
OC 98 Inf Bn.

The National
Colours are
marched on
parade.

Lt Seán Byrne
carries the
battalion colours
during the
review.

REVIEW

OR CHAD

Pictured at the review
are (l/r): Pte Jason
Ayton, Sgt Maj
Donovan, Pte Blaine
Donovan, Sgt Christy
Donovan, Cpl Richard
James and Pte Barry
Donovan.
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Pte Patrick Fitzgerald (22)
Home unit: 3 Inf Bn - 1 S Bde.
I am in two years now. I am looking
forward to getting over there I have
never been overseas before so it is
a big step. I am not too nervous. I
have never experienced African
heat before so I would say it might
take a bit of getting used to. The
training and preparation was
demanding. When we were getting
our inoculations in the hospital
I lost count of how many jabs I got,
I felt like a dartboard.
Pte John Tyrell (22)
Home unit: 3 Inf Bn - 1 S Bde.
I am currently in three years. I am
hoping by going overseas that I will
be able to get on a NCOs course
when I come home. I am excited to
be honest. If I could go in the
morning I would. The training has
been tough. It was all go for the
last few months and we had a lot of
Mowag training, weapons training
and physical training. There was a
big emphasis on live fire training.
This was very demanding but it
was all very enjoyable.

OVERSEAS
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Gnr Steven Farrell (20)
Home unit: 1 Air Def Regt - DFTC.
I am not long in the Army so I
am delighted to be getting a
chance to serve overseas so
soon. I will be with the 84
Detachment, Weapons Platoon.
I am looking forward to it after
all the hard training. I am too
young to be married and I do not
have a girlfriend so being away
from home does not
bother me.
Pte Adrian Allen (21)
Home unit: 3 Inf Bn - 1 S Bde.
Patrick and I joined up together
so I have two years service done
so far. I am feeling well prepared.
We did a lot of training over the
last few months. I had done live
fire training before but not to this
scale. It was challenging but
good craic all the same. I am not
nervous. We have been well
briefed about what to expect and
we are all well prepared as everyone is well switched on.

Capt Billy Hedderman (25)
Home unit: 3 Inf Bn - 1 S Bde.
Pte Daniel Clogan (21)
I am not long finished my degree
Home unit: 3 Inf Bn - 1 S Bde.
in PE teaching in Limerick
I am really looking forward to going
University. I am excited about
overseas. This is what I joined the
going overseas for the first time.
army for. I love being out on the
It will be challenging. I am going
ground. It has its ups and downs.
over with a good unit. We have
Sometimes you are too hot.
been training hard and are workSometimes you are too cold, but
ing well together. We worked a lot
that’s what the army is all about.
on our drills and we focused a lot
I will be part of the Javelin team
on physical training. You could
with the Anti-Tank Detachment.
see this all coming together and
The Javelin is a great piece of kit. I
paying off on the Mission
am not too nervous about going
Readiness Exercise. At this
over to Chad. The lads have been
stage, after all the training I just want to get over
on about the camel spiders and
there. Acclimatisation can take anything from 10-14
other insects. Apparently they are
days. So physical training will have to be built up
as big as your hand and can follow you around, but I am slowly after that period. The most important thing is
trying not to think too much about what they are saying. that a soldier is able to function in that kind of heat. ■

Following the review of the 98 Inf Bn bound for overseas service
with EUFOR in Chad, Wesley Bourke caught up with a some of the
troops heading away for the first time and spoke to them about
their expectations prior to travelling…
All photographs by: Armn Billy Galligan.

HEADING TO CHAD
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t Tiri village is located at the forward edge of
Irishbatt’s Area of Operations in the UNIFIL AO. It
is situated in a valley running east to west and
dominated to the north by a ranged of hills, the
highest being Hill 880, and by a smaller range to the
south. In 1980 the population of the village was some
2,000 persons, exclusively Muslims. By local standards,
it had a large population.
It controlled the only road leading north onto Hill
880. From this hill, the town of Haddathah, Tibnin, Haris
and the fertile Tibnin Valley could be easily dominated
by direct fire. The village was under UNIFIL control and
jutted southwards into the area controlled by the Israeli
backed and supported De Facto Forces of Major Saad
Haddad – the so-called ‘Christian Enclave’. This is an
area of south Lebanon between the Israeli border and
the limit to which UNIFIL was allowed to deploy.
Irishbatt had four UN posts established in that
enclave. Because of their isolation and vulnerability
within the DFF controlled enclave, these posts became
commonly known as ‘Hostage Posts’. They were of little
strategic value to UNIFIL but were considered politically important. Requests to have them closed down had
been denied.
The following article has been compiled by a number
of personnel who were on the ground in At Tiri from 6 to
13 April 1980 and is dedicated to the memory of Pte
Stephen Griffin of 46 Irishbatt, Pte S Sornaivalu of
Fijibatt and those other members of UNIFIL, who were
injured during the ‘Battle of At Tiri’.
Sunday 6 April dawned clear over south Lebanon.
Having celebrated the religious rites of Easter, off duty
personnel of Irishbatt settled down for an entertaining
afternoon at the battalion sports.This was the last notable
event that would take place before rotation so morale was
very high. At the dusty pitch next door to theTotal Garage
competition as well as the heat, was intense.The 10,000m
runners were back after gruelling ordeal.The sprint finals
were completed and the novelty had brought light relief
from the seriousness of competition.
The inter-company tug-of-war was just beginning.
HQ Company had pulled Recce Company and both
teams were ‘on the rope’ for the second pull. A familiar
cry ‘Recce turn out’ rang out across the pitch.
Immediately the rope was dropped and all ran to the
waiting armoured vehicles. The time was 1545hrs.

A

50 YEARS OF
PEACEKEEPING

This article is an extract from
In the Service of Peace – Memories
of Lebanon 2001 and gives the
lead up to and actions taken by
UNIFIL troops, including Irish in
retaking the South Lebanese
village of At Tiri from DFF
Israeli-backed forces.

At the briefing, the situation was made clear. The De
Facto Forces of Major Haddad had broken into the village of At Tiri and the Battalion Reserve (which consisted of Recce Company plus some other elements) was to
move immediately to the village by the way of Hill 880 in
order to assist C Company. By 1550hrs, all vehicles were
mobile and heading for the Hill – even before many
down at Total fully realised what was happening.
The DFF had approached At Tiri from the direction
of Kunin. With the physical assistance of a ‘half-track’
and despite the best efforts of the checkpoint (CP) personnel, they had forced their way through. Once
through they took up position at the end of the avenue
leading to the UN position, and having commandeered
local houses, they set up further defensive positions.
Having crossed Hill 880 Recce Company deployed
near the CP. Reconnaissance was completed and all
available information was gathered from the CP personnel. At 1632hrs, more DFF and some local villagers
approached the CP in order to discuss the situation.
They were not permitted to pass the tank stops and
after some pushing and shoving a deputation of
unarmed personnel were allowed to come forward.
The UN policy from the outset was simply that the
DFF would have to withdraw from the village. The DFF
argued that the inhabitants had invited them into the village, which from the attitude of the locals was patently
untrue. A simple solution was not readily apparent and a
prolonged stay (stand-off) was now expected.
In the meantime, an APC from C Company was sent
to the west end of the village in order to pick up one of
our patrols, which had been stationed there. The DFF
sent personnel there also and they managed to isolate
and the cut off the APC after it had picked up the patrol.
In spite of this, the tactic at this time was still to try and
resolve the situation through discussion and negotiation.
At 1725hrs an APC from Recce Company was
ordered to move to the west end and to help extricate
the stranded APC and its crew. The APC moved by a
ring route to the north of the village, later to be known
as the North Circular Road. The DFF meanwhile reinforced their position by infiltrating more personnel
across country from the south and then into the village.
As the rescuing APC made its way into the west end it
encountered a DFF position at a location to be subsequently called ‘The Junction’. The time was 1735hrs and
the attitude of the DFF was now decidedly hostile and
aggressive. Rather than aggravate a delicate situation
the APC was ordered not to push forward but instead
to just hold its ground.
Back at the UN CP, at the east end, more DFF personnel were arriving from Saff al Hawa in civilian cars
and in another ‘half-track’.
This ‘half-track’ attempted to ram the UN APC
blocking the road but at the last moment it backed off
and switched off its engine. The DFF, with a strength of
approx. 150 now in the village, set up two mortar positions near an outhouse. A large crowd of anxious villagers gathered near the CP and as the tension
increased the DFF fired approx. twenty rounds of small
arms fire near the CP.

At Tiri Remember

6-13 APRIL 1980
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That night a wedding
reception was taking
place in the muktar’s
house at the west end.
A blue Dastun car from
the village tried to get
through the UN position at the junction
but was blocked by a
UN APC. Some very
angry personnel in
militia uniform got out
and one in particular
was most upset. The
villagers later identified him as Maj Haim DFF leader. A scuffle
broke out and his spectacles were accidentally
broken when his chin
came into contact with
a UN fist. After some
further discussion, the
tension eased and the
status quo was
restored.
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Hearing the shooting at the CP the DFF personnel at
the west end joined in and opened fire. As it was now
dark, the rescuing APC began to inch forward by blinding the DFF with its searchlight but there was a danger
here of this APC being cut off. Reinforcements were
called for and another APC arrived at 1908hrs. The DFF
also reinforced their position and after further scuffling, it was agreed to make no further moves by either
side. The situation in both locations then ‘stabilised’.
That night a wedding reception was taking place in
the muktar’s house at the west end. A blue Dastun car
from the village tried to get through the UN position at
the junction but was blocked by a UN APC. Some very
angry personnel in militia uniform got out and one in particular was most upset. The villagers later identified him
as Maj Haim - DFF leader. A scuffle broke out and his
spectacles were accidentally broken when his chin came
into contact with a UN fist. After some further discussion, the tension eased and the status quo was restored.
To show good faith to all, the UN personnel were
invited to the reception. Despite many cups of shi (tea),
and a multitude of cigarettes, the most welcome event
was the opportunity to have a wash. To vast amusement
of the women, the soldiers gleefully washed in their
helmets and then danced and sang in the courtyard.
The reception itself was a sombre affair, despite the
best efforts of the Irish to enliven the proceedings.
Meanwhile, plans were being prepared to rescue the
stranded APC. It was first necessary to reconnoitre the
area and to do this the DFF were engaged in conversation whilst an Irishbatt foot patrol slipped quietly into
the dark to have a look. It was also time to try to get
some sleep in the APCs. With changes of sentry, intermittent DFF calls for more shi drinking, there was still
more than a slight apprehension of what the morrow
would bring, and sleep was difficult to come by.
The plan was that one APC would be move forward
at dawn to make contact with the stranded APC whilst
the second APC held position at the junction. A diversion would be created at the east end by all the vehicles
starting and revving their engines. At the west end,
however, there was small problem. A DFF jeep was now
blocking the narrow alleyway to stranded APC.
At approx. 0500hrs UN personnel asked the DFF if
they could buy some coffee. The DFF readily agreed to
sell and one of their members was detailed to go back
into the village to get some. Once he had passed
through the junction in his jeep, he was not allowed
back until the rescue operation was completed.
At 0525hrs, the rescuing APC moved forward and
immediately the DFF came into the alleyway and stood
in front of the APC. The driver was instructed to continue driving slowly. The DFF were brushed to either side
of the vehicle and they immediately opened fire on the
APC. The APC moved on into a small square and
immediately came under fire from another DFF patrol.
Directions were passed to the stranded APC as it
negotiated its way back along a twisty lane. The DFF
attempted to immobilise the rescuing APC but the driver kept the vehicle moving forward and back in the confined space while the vehicle commander threatened to
return fire.
After what seemed like an eternity the APC made
its way back to the junction from where it was sent via
the North Circular Road to the UN CP at the east end.
The junction was then blocked, using both APCs.
Concertina wire had been requisitioned and was now
delivered and in position at the Junction by 0615hrs. By
0620hrs, however, the DFF, were in an extremely angry
mood and arrived in force at the junction. While the UN
personnel were diverted by negotiations and scuffles,
the DFF attached a jeep to the concertina wire and
pulled it away.

During the ensuing negotiations, the DFF claimed
that one of their men had been seriously injured by the
APC moving down the narrow alley. UN personnel
countered this by describing how the so-called
‘injured’ man had run after the APC firing his rifle
from the shoulder. On advice from another DFF man,
he then suddenly lay on the ground and complained he
was unable tom walk or move his shoulder. The DFF
carried him away on a stretcher and subsequently
claimed that he had suffered a fracture of the thigh
and shoulder. Later still they were to claim that he died
from loss of blood!!
Reinforcements were sent to the junction and at
0715hrs a DFF man out a round up the breech of his
rifle and aimed it at a UN sentry. This escalation in tension eased when the DFF began to realise that the
Irish were serious about returning fire if they were
fired upon.
About 0725hrs, the DFF said that they would bring
up a tank to the village at 0800hrs that morning. At the
east end, the second ‘half- track’ moved behind an outhouse and the DFF proceeded to sandbag the position.
At 0735hrs, a tank was observed on the move from Saff
all Hawa, followed by five Mercedes cars. Single
rounds of small arms fire were being fired indiscriminately by the DFF from all positions.
At 0820hrs, the tank arrived at the CP from the
direction of Kunin. Permission to engage it was sought
by the commander of an AML 90 but this was refused.
However, the rate of indiscriminate fire increased and
all UN vehicles in the area were hit. At 0838hrs, an Irish
Soldier was hit by rifle fire. He was immediately evacuated under cover to Haddathah and from there was
flown by helicopter to the UN hospital at Naquora. Fire
and movement by the DFF continued and at 0846hrs a
number of Irish personnel were captured by the DFF.
At 0925hrs, a ceasefire was negotiated and UN
reinforcements were held at Haddathah. Talks continued with the DFF as the villagers began to leave the
village at 1030hrs. DFF personnel were observed at the
half-track in the village wearing Irish combat and flak
jackets. At the same time reports were coming in of
the captured Irish being moved to Brown Mound area
south of the village. By this stage, Major Haddad had
arrived and was allowed to enter the village in order to
conduct negotiations.
At approx 1115hrs, a number of DFF personnel
approached the junction from the village and engaged in
a heated discussion with the UN troops. They attempted
to drag further coils of concertina wire from the position but were prevented from doing so. Rifle butts were
freely used to convince them that they had no authority
to have freedom of movement. A number of DFF forced
an entry into the APC and threatened to destroy it if the
other APC did not move back of the road.
Amidst heightened tension, discussions took place
on the spot. Shortly afterwards the APC was handed
back to the UN and the DFF were given limited freedom to pass the junction. By 1140hrs, the situation had
calmed somewhat and a meeting was called between
the Deputy Force Commander (DFC) of UNIFIL, the
officer commanding Irishbatt, Major Haddad and Abu
Amile, at the village of Bayt Yahun. After the meeting,
the DFC was permitted to reach the junction and
efforts continued to calm the situation and to retrieve
equipment taken from the APC and the soldiers.
At 1214hrs, the DFF again opened fire at the junction but on the spot negotiations quickly brought the
situation back to what might be called ‘ reasonable
normality’. Nevertheless, at 1225hrs, and APC coming
over hill 880 was fired on by the half-track and at
1227hrs a message was received from the DFF to the
effect that they would kill an Irish Soldier every fifteen
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At 1240hrs, Major
Abu Amile arrived at
the junction from the
south. Four jeep
loads of personnel
and some Israelis
accompanied him.
They demanded to be
allowed to pass
through the junction
and into the village.
This was denied them
so an RPG7 was
loaded and aimed at
the rear door of an
APC blocking the
road.
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minutes (and they now held nine of them), if any more
vehicles came over the hill.
At 1200, the Irish at the junction were withdrawn, via
the North Circular Road, to the rear of the UN house in
order to rest and recuperate. At the same time as the
meeting at Bayt Yahun was taking place troops from
Dutchbatt were being deployed in the area and a platoon from Fijibatt took over the junction position.
Throughout that afternoon, DFF used the forward
slopes of hill 880 for target practice, possibly in hope of
deterring other vehicles from coming over. At 1645hrs,
the Dutch APC left the CP and returned to the rear
slope of hill 880. As the APC climbed the slope, it again
came under heavy machine-gun fire and at 1710hrs it
was forced to begin returning to the CP under cover of
a smoke screen.
At 1725hrs, three more Dutch APCs were seen
manoeuvring slowly down the slope of hill 880.The three
APCs came under fire and all were hit. The tank aimed
its gun on the Irish AML90 and the gunner of the AML90
traversed his barrel onto the tank. Once again, the tensions heightened and at 1725hrs the Dutch APC
returned to the CP. Shortly afterwards, information was
received that the UNFIL Force Reserve had deployed
their TOW missiles on hill 880. Then the ration car
began the journey down from hill 880 and shortly afterwards at 1820hrs it too was fired on and hit. Thereafter
an APC was used to bring in supplies and began its
twice daily run at mid-night and mid-day.
Early on Tuesday 8 April, the Irish were ordered to retake the junction. At 0630hrs, three APCs from Recce
Company once again moved back and re-established
control over the junction. The Fijibatt platoon remained
on as part of this now reinforced unit who deployed in
‘all round defence’ with the rooftops being utilised to
give observation and better fields of fire. Others took
up position on the roads leading to the junction and at
the CP itself. (These positions were to be held without
relief until the operation ended on Saturday).
As a gesture of goodwill, three of the captured Irish
were returned that morning by the DFF but that did not
stop the intermittent heavy machine gun fire from the
direction of the ‘Brown Mound’ as well as from all the
half tracks in the area.
At 1240hrs, Major Abu Amile arrived at the junction
from the south. Four jeep loads of personnel and some
Israelis accompanied him. They demanded to be
allowed to pass through the junction and into the village. This was denied them so an RPG7 was loaded and
aimed at the rear door of an APC blocking the road.
Threats and counter-threats were passed. An 84mm
anti-tank gun was deployed by UN personnel from a
rooftop and aimed at the DFF. Discussion continued
and eventually Amile and his party withdrew and the
UN troops breathed a sigh of relief.
Shortly afterwards firing broke out at the east end
CP and continued for about an hour. At 1414hrs, a landrover taking an injured UN soldier (sprained ankle)
from the junction was fired on near the crossroads at
the east end. First reports indicated that two personnel
were injuries in this burst of firing and in fact one soldier had received shrapnel wound. Both were evacuated out of the area to Haddathah and throughout the
afternoon the situation remained extremely tense as all
kinds of rumours spread throughout the area. The DFF
brought media people from the Israeli side, gave interviews, and posed for photographers at the east end CP.
At 1735hrs, the DFF attempted to re-supply their
positions and personnel with ammunition through the
west end. They were denied entry. Immediately they
took up firing positions and threatened to throw hand
grenades. One in fact pulled out the pin and threw it at
the APC. After more negotiations the situation once
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again calmed down and the DFF man holding the
grenade with no pin casually put a nail in it and tossed
it into the wadi. The DFF then retreated and entered
the village across country from the south. At 1930hrs,
UNTSO observers were brought on a conducted tour
of the area and shortly after this the remainder of the
captured Irish were released.
That night it was peaceful, apart from the tank moving back to Kunin. To the delight of all the rations
arrived shortly after midnight. Sleeping bags were also
distributed, although only 50% could sleep at any time
because the remainder had to stay alert. In any case,
the only place to sleep was ‘on the job’ – either on a
rooftop, in the roadway, or in an APC.
Next morning, Wednesday 9 April, there was considerable movement by the DFF. The hillside opposite the
village (to the south) was being patrolled by a number
of personnel in uniform and it appeared that positions
were being selected. A number of tanks and half-tracks
were observed digging in, whilst an armoured bulldozer
was observed preparing positions south of Bayt Yahun.
With no confrontations most of the day was spent
observing and reporting but in the afternoon Major
Haddad arrived at Bayt Yahun accompanied by four IDF
landrovers. The UNIFIL Reserve drawn from Ghanbatt
personnel was dispatched as reinforcements to the
area but in their enthusiasm and zealousness they
sped into the area and nearly overshot the CP. Then
with the sudden braking of the first driver the unfortunate APC commander (sitting up top) was unceremoniously dispatched from the turret of his vehicle and
landed in a heap at the CP. Thereafter, and apart from
the normal routine of changing sentries and cooking
rations, that evening and night passed very quietly with
no activity reported by either side. However early next
morning, Thursday 10 April, Israeli Defence Force
APCs were observed on the move from Saff al Hawa to
Kunin and there was general apprehension as to the
IDFs intentions. The APCs, identified as M113s, did not
come forward of the village of Kunin but instead took
up position in the prepared sites.
At 0820hrs, a UN convoy was observed coming over
hill 880. Immediately the DFF opened fire on it. The personnel in the convoy were observed to ‘hit the dirt’
rather rapidly. The convoy included a number of ‘VIPs’
amongst who was an oversize ABC reporter who
immediately equipped himself with an undersize flak
jacket and attempted to take cover behind a medium
sized rock! Negotiations eventually allowed the convoy
to continue to At Tiri where the members received a
guided tour of the area without further incident.
Around midday, information was received that
Major Haddad had entered the village across country
from the south. Shortly afterwards he exited the village
via the CP and made his way to Saff al Hawa. By now,
there were thirteen M113s in the general area. A patrol
of sixteen DFF persons made a foot incursion into A
Company’s area but after being confronted they withdrew. At 1525hrs, Major Haddad once again arrived at
the east end CP and was refused entry. Having tried all
avenues of negotiation and discussion, the UN were
adopting a tougher line in dealing with the DFF incursion. As a result of the refusal of to allow Major
Haddad to enter the village, retaliation was expected
and two tanks from Saff al Hawa were observed coming forward of the Brown Mound. All that afternoon the
tanks were heard manoeuvring behind the ridge south
of the village and eventually they adopted ‘hull down’
positions from where they could engage UN positions.
At 1700hrs mortar fire from Saff al Hawa landed in
the area, with one round exploding five metres from a
UN OP. Fortunately there were no casualties. At
1715hrs, a helicopter was heard flying in the direction

At 0820hrs, a UN convoy was observed coming over hill 880.
Immediately the DFF
opened fire on it. The
personnel in the convoy
were observed to ‘hit
the dirt’ rather rapidly.
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number of ‘VIPs’
amongst who was an
oversize ABC reporter
who immediately
equipped himself with
an undersize flak jacket
and attempted to take
cover behind a medium
sized rock! Negotiations eventually
allowed the convoy to
continue to At Tiri
where the members
received a guided tour
of the area without
further incident.
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of Ayn Ibil. At 0820hrs, the DFF used a loudspeaker
system from the local mosque to harangue the villagers into non-co-operation with the UN. At 2015hrs, a
civilian from the village passed through the junction
CP with a can of fuel. The DFF stopped him and took
the can off him. They emptied the contents and when
the liquid (petrol) was under the UN APC they tired to
ignite it with a hand-held flare. The troops on the
ground were quick to spread sand over the flame, thus
preventing a major incident. The DFF then retreated
behind cover and opened fire on the junction. For the
first time, and after much aggravation, UN troops
returned fire. The DFF disappeared into the night, probably back into the village. The relief of having finally
met fire with fire was immense and raised morale very
high. With retaliation expected, the situation remained
tense but the night passed without further incident.
Friday the 11 April began with the usual pattern of
the DFF firing at any movement. The UN now adopted
a policy of returning fire, round for round. A UN convoy
was observed coming over Hill 880. It consisted of one
Cherokee with OC Irishbatt and the Chief Logs
Officer on board; a second Cherokee with team Zulu
(OGL) and the ADC to DCOS Ops driving; a Dutch
APC with DFC UNIFIL, DCOS Ops, the Chief
Political Officer, and number of other inside, and a
track with a gallon water trailer on tow. That was the
order of March. When the party/convoy came under
fire, the second Cherokee went behind the APC for
cover; the driver of the water truck applied his hand
brake and also dived for cover. Unfortunately, the hand
brake did not hold the truck and the trailer continued
and squashed the Cherokee into the back of the APC,
converting it into something like a mini minor.
The rest of the convoy then proceeded on and
arrived at the east end CP safely. There was now considerable DFF activity on the road between Kunin and
Saff al Hawa. In the early afternoon the locals reported
that there was going to be shelling and that they were
going undercover. The shelling did not take place.
However at around 1500hrs villagers were led by the
DFF to the outhouse position and there at 1530hrs
Major Haddad gave an interview to the Israeli media.
The ages of the villagers in attendance ranged from six
to about sixteen years of age.
In the meantime, UN foot patrolling of the west end
and junction had commenced. This was a further development in the UN re-asserting its influence on the village. On the first patrol, there was no contact with the
DFF and the reaction of the villagers was one of
delight. The DFF was not happy when they heard of the
occurrence and they assaulted the village muktar for
allowing the UN to patrol .The DFF, however, did not
attempt to encounter the UN patrols at this stage.
From first light, on Friday morning 11 April, the
DFF manoeuvred their tanks. One of the tanks
appeared to be given trouble and a recovery vehicle
was called up the tank position. At the east end, the
village dominating patrols continued. At 1100hrs, the
inevitable confrontation took place. Both sides immediately took up firing position and after much discussion and negotiation the DFF tank withdrew threatening revenge. Shortly afterwards the DFF tank in the
Cuckoo’s nest position away to the west opened fire
and the rounds landed in the vicinity of the Caltex
garage back in Tibnin village, the home of the Recce
Company. At around 1443hrs the DFF brought a truckload of youths and women from the village to the outhouse position. These people were equipped with
tyres and a can of petrol. They were made to fill the
tyres with petrol and light them. Once lit, they rolled
the tyres down the hill at the APC blocking the road at
the UN CP. The DFF, meanwhile, continued with their

sporadic firing. They also warned that they ‘would
hold the UN enclave personnel hostage if any of the
children were hurt’. (The enclave personnel operated other UN positions in the Israeli controlled DFF
area as well as at At Tiri). The DFF also warned that
they would fire for effect if the warnings were not
heeded.
More civilians were observed approaching the
east end CP from the Kunin direction. The DFF were
behind them firing shots into the road on either side
in order to keep the civilians moving. A sniper at the
junction opened fire and the UN troops returned fire.
At the east end, the civilians, who still appeared hesitant despite the ‘encouragement’ of the DFF, were
throwing stones. At 1520hrs, the half-track in the village opened fire and immediately a UN APC
returned fire. In this burst of fire by the DFF a UN
Fijian soldier was mortally wounded. He was immediately evacuated, under cover of UN fire to
Haddathah. A tank, on the southern ridge then
opened fire. One tank round hit the UN house, penetrating through the walls and landing in a room
where a number of UN troops were. Luckily, the
round was solid shot and not high explosive.
AT 1525hrs, an AML 90 was instructed to put the
half-track out of action. Personnel at the west end
were warned to take cover as they were directly in
line between the AML 90 and the half-track. At 1530hr
s, the AML opened fire and then returned to the position behind cover having immobilised the half-track.
Meanwhile the UNIFIL Reserve from their position
up on Hill 880 fired a TOW missile at one of the tanks
as a warning. The commander of AML 90 was then
instructed to go forward again and take out the HMG
of the half-track which still firing even was thought
the vehicle itself had been immobilised. Under covering fire from UN troops, he did so and at 1543hrs the
famous statement was heard on the radio ‘I’m finished firing and he’s finished.
Immediately troops at the west end were ordered
to move into the village and to secure it. At 1545hrs,
they arrived at the half-track position with two APCs.
In the eerie silence the UN troops, both Dutch and
Irish dismounted and deployed on all sides. The DFF
were seen retreating down the wadi carrying their
wounded. A house search was immediately undertaken and after a number of rifle rounds were fired
two DFF men were captured and were sent to the UN
house under escort. By 1610hrs, the village was in UN
hands and consolidation was well advanced.
However, DFF mortar rounds then began to land
and explode in the village area. Although morale was
exuberant, there was a considerable degree of concern as to where the next round would land. All necessary precautions were taken. Around 1830hrs, a
tank came forward and opened fire, but a TOW missile landing to his front soon changed his mind and
he retreated behind cover again. By 1900hrs, a search
of the entire village had been completed and positions prepared for a tense all-night vigil.
At 0147hrs on the Saturday morning, word was
received that an agreement had been reached
between UNIFIL HQ and the DFF. Part of the agreement was that At Tiri would remain in UN hands and
the situation was to revert to the status quo of the
previous week. All extra UN troops were to be withdrawn to the north of Hill 880. At 0550hrs, the convoys
started to make their way back up the hill to join the
remainder of the UNIFIL Force Reserve. A long day
was spent catching up on some much needed sleep,
swapping souvenirs with other nationalities of the
Force Reserve and hoping there would be no reason
to go back over the top again.■
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articipation by Irish Defence Forces (DF) personnel in the Organisation of Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) mission to Georgia ended
on June 1st 2008, ending our presence in the country, which began in 1994. At the time of writing it
appears that the DF may re-establish its contribution
to the mission in the near future on account of the
need for Military Monitors in the aftermath of the
Russian-Georgian conflict in August. Comdt Robert
McDonald reports…
Prior to the recent conflict, our participation with
the OSCE mission to Georgia took the form of a number of very different means. In summary they can be
broken into three realms; Military Monitoring in the
South Ossetia Conflict Zone, Border Monitoring on the
Russian Federation Ingush/Chechen and Dagestani
border and lastly Capacity building measures to the
newly reformed border management agency now
named the Georgian Border Police (GBP). This article
aims to give the reader a brief outline of the range and
scope of past activities. The OSCE mission to Georgia
should not be confused with the UN Mission to
Georgia (UNOMIG), which operates as a Military
Observer mission in the autonomous breakaway region
of Abkhazia. The uniformed observer mission in South
Ossetia is purely an OSCE military monitoring mission, and there is no UN presence within this conflict
zone. Conversely there is no direct OSCE involvement
in the Abkhazian conflict zone.
A further article will look in more detail at the two
conflict areas within the republic of Georgia, and the
recent developments as a result of the hostilities. It is
worth noting that whilst at present there are no DF
personnel in Georgia, there are currently three ex-servicemen working under the United Nations umbrella
with UNOMIG. Some readers might remember Mr Tim
Crowley, Mr Thady Boyle and Mr Denis Cusack, not
only from their days with the PDF but from other UN
Missions (UNTSO, UNIFIL and UNMIL) in which they
served.

P
In the
Service
of Peace

OSCE Military Monitor mission in
South Ossetia
Ireland has contributed four Defence Forces officers
to the Military Monitoring mission in South Ossetia at
differing periods since 1994. Their broad remit included monitoring of and liaison with the Joint
Peacekeeping Forces (JPKF) in order to help stabilise the security situation and create a more
favourable context for political dialogue and conflict
resolution. Through the OSCE mission DF personnel
participated in the Joint Control Commission (JCC)
meetings. The JCC was established as a negotiation
mechanism co-chaired by the Georgian, South
Ossetian, North Ossetian and Russian sides. The
first Irish officer to serve in the mission proper was
Col Oliver Macdonald as the Mission’s Chief of Staff
(COS). He was later accompanied by Lt Col Joe
McDonagh, who held the appointments of Military
Advisor to the Head of Mission (HoM) and also as
Chief Military Monitor. Ancillary tasks included project management of the destruction of surplus military
stockpiles including the recycling of ammunition and
munitions related dangerous chemicals. Irish participation in this aspect of the OSCE mission terminated
in 2001. A prerequisite for fluent Russian language
mitigated against continued assistance from the DF
at the time, however the monitoring aspect to the mission has continued in South Ossetia to date. Due to
the recent troubles, the Monitoring Mission will
expand to include all of Georgia, and the number of
monitors is expected to increase from nine (preAugust) to one hundred (approx).
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Border Monitoring Operation (BMO)
The bulk our participation in the OSCE mission to
Georgia was with the Border Monitoring Operation
(BMO) from 1999 to 2004. This operation originated
following suspicions by the Russian Federation that
Chechen fighters were crossing the high Caucasus
Mountains into remote areas of Georgia in order to
rest, train and re-supply. Border Monitors where
established in the high Caucasus who provided
static observation from patrol bases, and mobile

“A week is a long time in politics”.
Former British Prime Minister Harold
Wilson is often credited with the
quote. In relation to the Caucasus,
this can easily be adapted by
substituting a day for a week.
Particularly August 8th 2008.
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patrolling by foot, after insertion by helicopters.
The BMO mandate was later adapted to take in the
Ingushetia and later Dagestani borders. Many Irish
officers participated with the BMO and in 2003, Lt Col
Peter Marron became its deputy head, which at its
zenith reached a total of almost 150 observers from
practically all of the OSCE participating states. In
2004, The BMO mission was terminated, when its
mandate was not renewed.
Assistance to Georgian Border
Guard/Police
Following the success of the BMO activities it
became somewhat evident that a need for improvement in the capacities of the Georgian Border Guard
(GBG) existed. The OSCE established a Training
Assistance Program (TAP), designed to
pass on basic skills to the GBG, relevant to border patrolling, particularly in
areas of adverse terrain and weather
conditions techniques. This training
included elements of navigation,

long-range patrolling, communications, first aid and
mountain rescue. Again the overall manager of this
one-year program saw a member of the Defence
Forces take the lead. In addition to running the TAP
program, Comdt Rory McCorley planned the followon program, the Capacity Building Program (CBP)
and handed over management of this program to
another Irishman, Comdt Bob Duggan. In 2006, the
Georgian Government began to transform the hitherto GBG Department from a conscripted government
department to a professional contracted service within the Ministry of Internal Affairs: the Georgian
Border Police (GBP).
The OSCE mission to Georgia, through its CBP for
the Georgian Border Police launched in August 2006,
contributed to the first phase of the reform process
by providing practical assistance in several operational areas including Operational Planning training
(OPT), Rapid Reaction training (RRT) and Training of
Trainers (TOT).
A residual and most likely final program is underway at present with a small number of police and customs experts from OSCE states that are funding the
program. This program includes cross-border cooperation, interagency cooperation and advanced law
enforcement training activities and will conclude in
early 2009.
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Conclusion
It is a reflection of the high regard in which Irish
Defence Forces personnel are held within the mission,
that at all times key international relations, managerial
and training positions were held by the small number
of Irish officers in Military Monitoring, Border
Monitoring and GBP assistance activities over the
last 14 years. The benefits however have not all been
in a one-way direction! The Defence Forces have benefited enormously from tactical, operational and strategic skill-sets gained through participation in the mission. It has provided our personnel with many different
challenging opportunities including International
Diplomatic negotiations, international confidence
building measures, project/program development and
management, foreign language development, operations in adverse terrain and conditions and even
mountain rescue operations to name just a few.
In addition to the aforementioned benefits, the
impending likelihood of the DF
renewing their assistance to
Georgia is to be welcomed. It is
hoped that our assistance, however small, will help contribute to
international efforts to restore
peace, security and stability in the
Caucasus region.■
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Hitler’s Irishmen
Author: Terence O’Reilly
Published by: Mercier Press
ISBN: 9781856355896
Price: €16.99
his book from first time author, Pte Terence
O’Reilly follows the exploits of two Irishmen,
James Brady and Frank Stringer who on their capture by the Germans in WWII are trained initially
by the Germans as potential spies and later serve as
Waffen SS soldiers fighting in some of the bloodiest
battles of the war.
In escaping 30s Ireland, they joined the British
Army and find themselves imprisoned on the Channel
Island, Guernsey after assaulting a policeman following a drunken brawl. When the island was occupied in
1940, both were taken prisoner and moved to a special
POW Camp at Friesack, Germany.
At Friesack, the Germans selected volunteer
Irishmen, including Brady and Stringer, for special
training in the art of espionage and for sabotage missions against targets in both the UK and Ireland. The
Germans hoped to use the long-struggle for Irish
independence and the anti-British feeling to turn Irish
volunteers against the Allies.
As the war progressed, the Germans with little
success in their espionage efforts against the Allies,
the two Irishmen found themselves fighting with the
Waffen-SS against the Russians.
Throughout the book, the author used factual references and key characters to firmly ground
the story, providing the reader with a
clear overview of both the political
and military situation during the
war and how it
impacted on the two
central characters.
Terence reveals
how during the war,
both the British
security service and
our own Military
Intelligence G2 Section and
Garda Special Branch, kept
tabs on all potential spies.
Hitler’s Irishmen is a fine
publication, giving a refreshing
look at a sometimes overwritten
military history genre, with an
interesting insight on a different Irish
experience during WWII.

T

About t he Author
Pte Terence O’Reilly works as a research assistant in
the Defence Forces Library, Military College, DFTC.
Originally from Co Waterford, Terence now lives in
Laois and has served over 20 years in the Defence
Forces having previously served with the Air Def Regt
and Depot Arty in the Curragh Camp. The idea for the
book came about when he read the book Hitler’s
Englishmen, which also noted how Irishmen served in
the German Army during WWII. Intrigued by the
story, Terence commenced his research in 2004, sourcing recently released de-classified British and Irish
Government files. With his first book now on the
shelves, Pte O’Reilly is considering writing his second book, based on the War of Independence fighting
that took place in Waterford.■
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28 Inf Gp IEDD

29 Inf Gp IEDD

29 Inf Gp IEDD (V)

30 Inf Gp IEDD

31 Inf Gp IEDD

32 Inf Gp IEDD

33 Inf Gp IEDD

35 Inf Gp IEDD

Improvised Explosive Device Disposal (IEDD) - KFOR
This article deals with the badges worn by the Improvised
Explosive Device Disposal (IEDD) element of the Irish
Infantry Groups serving with Kosovo Force (KFOR). The
badge is worn by the small IEDD Section and can be an individual or section design. The concept of the badge came when
Irish personnel saw their foreign IEDD counterparts wearing
insignia that designated them speciality.

Though an Irish IEDD team served with the 27 Inf Gp, it was
the IEDD team 28 Inf Gp who wore the first badge. Note the 34
and 36 Inf Gps are missing since they served with UNIFIL in
Lebanon. The badge is worn on the right arm below the KFOR
badge. For more on DF badges, log onto: www.irishmilitaryinsignia.com

MILITARY INSIGNIA
By Flt Sgt James G Perkins
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he National Museum of Ireland, Decorative Arts
and History’s permanent exhibition, Soldiers and
Chiefs: The Irish at War at Home and Abroad 15002001 includes a WWI era German Maxim MG08
Machine Gun on loan from the Irish Defence Forces.
The history of the killing power of the machine gun
during the Great War is a tragic feature of the war’s
devastating technological advances.
The Maxim machine gun was the first fully automatic machine-gun, but it was preceded by other
machine gun versions, the first of which was the 250
shot per minute, hand cranked Gatling gun. In 1877, Dr.
Richard Gatling explained his invention: A gun that
could fire rapidly would ‘supersede the necessity of
large armies, and consequently, exposure to battle and
disease [would] be greatly diminished.’1 Rather, the
invention of the machine-gun made the offence inferior to the defence, leading to the birth of trench warfare and the horrifying stalemate that endured
throughout World War I.
Hiram Maxim’s fully automatic water-cooled
machine gun debuted in 1885 but saw its greatest levels of destruction in the Great War. The Battle at the
Somme is particularly representative of the gun’s
killing power. British casualties on the first day of battle numbered 57,470 – a seventy-five percent casualty
rate. On the German side, only 8,000 men were lost.
The devastation at the Somme resulted in part from
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This month, in our continuing
series written on behalf of The
Military Heritage of Ireland Trust
Ltd, in which visitors to the military exhibition at the National
Museum, Collins Barracks, Dublin,
2/Lt Erin Stevens (US Army) talks
about one of her favourite exhibits,
the Maxim Maschinegewher 08
Machine Gun…

poor British decision making in terms of their artillery
barrage, but the Maxim MG08 played its role in the
high casualty levels.
These compact weapons had a speed of 600 bullets
fired per minute over a distance of a kilometre or
more, and a single gun could stop two battalions of
men. 2/Lt W.V.C Lake of B Coy of the 1st Royal Irish
Rifles described the Somme, reporting that, ‘The
German machine guns had not been eliminated and at
once they opened up accurate fire... The men simply
got up and fell back into the trench, either killed outright or badly wounded.’2 Companies that advanced
under heavy fire were annihilated by the machine-gun
and artillery barrages.
At Gallipoli, the Royal Munster Fusiliers experienced similar devastation at the hands of machine gun
power. Landing off the River Clyde on ‘V’ Beach in 1915,
some men were able to find shelter behind an embankment. Yet any who left the safety of this cover was killed
almost instantly. Sir Ian Hamilton wrote of the Munster
Fusiliers at Gallipoli in a 1915 despatch: ‘few men ever
reached the farther side of the beach through the hail
of bullets which poured down upon them.’3
The Maxim machine gun and its successors, such
as the Vickers machine gun, were used by every major
power in World War I. The killing power of these technological advances was unprecedented and led to
total devastation throughout much of Europe. Though
the initial hope for machine-guns was to lessen the
effects of war, its invention created the opposite
effect, with ruinous consequences.
In 2008, 2/Lt Stevens studied in Ireland as part of a
Mitchell scholarship for a MA in Cultural Policy and
Arts Management at University College Dublin. She
graduated from West Point in 2007 as a second
lieutenant and has since returned home to continue
her military career.■
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War (Dublin: Four Courts Press, 2002), 80.
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Ski Tours of the Great War 1914-17
Dear editor
I have been skiing in the Dolomites for some years and finally this year got
round to doing the Grande Guerra or the ski tour of WW1 positions from the
Austrian/Italian Campaign in the mountains. It was a most enjoyable experience and one I would recommend to any of your readers who enjoy a ski holiday.
The Austrian mountain troops supported by the German Alpine Corps
engaged in a bitter struggle with the Italian Alpini in the Dolomites from May
1915 to November 1917. During the three years of war the total casualties in the
mountains was in the region of 180,000 of which about 60,000 were killed in combat. However another 60,000 would freeze to death due to the severity of the
winters and at least a further 60,000 would perish in avalanches. On a two-day
period in December of 1916 over 10,000 troops were killed by the avalanches or
the “white death”.
The centre of the war in the mountains was in the area known as Col de
Lana, known locally as ‘the bleeding mountain’ and it is around this area that
the ski tour travels. The tour, for us, started beside an old WW1 Artillery piece,
which still sits in position under Marmalada, the highest peak in the Dolomites
at 3342m. From there we pass under the cliff walls of some of the locally famed
peaks like Civetta, Monte Pelmo, Lagazuoi and others. All along the route it is
still possible to see the bunkers and gun positions cut into the rock high up in
the mountain
This is a magnificent tour of about 70kms, with in the region of 50kms on the
skis and lifts, so you need to be reasonably fit. The beauty and spectacular
views are among the best in the world and make it very worthwhile especially
coming from a military background. There are historical memorials and plaques
along the route to show positions and battles scenes and the fate of the soldiers, whose greatest enemy was often not the enemy itself but the hard mountain winter.
It is also a very stark warning that mountains at anytime of the year and
especially in winter must be treated with great respect.
If any of your readers intend a ski holiday in this area I would highly recommend
that they take this tour. I would be delighted to pass on any information I have
to those interested or intend skiing in the area and can be contacted at ramcevoy@hotmail.com
Yours
R Mc Evoy Lt Col (retd)

Clarifica tion
In our July-August issue on page 10, in the roll of honour, we stated that Pte
Peter Burke was a member of the 52 Inf Bn UNIFIL, when in fact he was a
member of the 51 Inf Bn UNIFIL.

An Cosantóir is only too glad to clarify the unit designation.

Pte Peter Burke
(second from left).
Photo: courtesy
Maurice Heaphy.
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