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I

n our May issue, we have a series of articles from Wesley Bourke on his recent trip to Irish troops
serving in Kosovo with KFOR. As most of you know, our troop commitment to this mission is ending,
albeit for a small number of senior officers and NCOs holding key KFOR, EULEX and OSCE appointments.

Wesley’s articles I hope will give readers an appreciation of the varied work the troops from 41 Inf Gp did
in Kosovo. In our history section, he also gives us a brief overview of the mission since its inception in
1999. We have also replaced this month’s Def Tech with a montage of photographs from Kosovo.
As usual, we have our regulars - On Parade, World Strategic Picture, Sport, Gadgets, Tac Aide,
Noticeboard, Reviews and What I Do. From June we are also going to begin featuring DVD and Music CD
reviews.
Just to give you a heads up for upcoming articles. In April, the Defence Forces took delivery of its new
Light Tactical Armoured Vehicles and we will have a feature on this new piece of military hardware in our
June issue. We also hope to bring you an interview with the new Minister for Defence, Mr Tony Killeen TD
as he settles into his new job.
In our July/August issue (plus Connect), we will mark the 50th anniversary of our first troop mission to
the Congo with interviews from veterans and archive photographs.
Finally, remember An Cosantóír is your magazine and your comments, suggestions and observations are
welcomed. Please let us know your views.

Sgt David Nagle
Editor

DESIGNER:

M & J Graphics
darker@indigo.ie
PRINTER:

Turner Print Group
The fact that an article appears
in this magazine does not
indicate official approval of the
views expressed by the author.
© Published by
OiC Public Relations Section
for the Defence Forces at
DFHQ, Infirmary Road,
Dublin 7, Ireland.
Tel: 01 8042691
Fax: 01 6779018
Front cover:
Irish troops conduct a patrol in
Kosovo.
Photo by Armn Billy Galligan.
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Online
To access past issues of
An Cosantóir, log onto:
dfmagazine.ie.
This month’s username is:
may
and the password is:
may (lower case).

N ex t M on t h :
The Light Tactical
Armoured Vehicles

Writing articles
and letters
Ideally we would like submitted articles and letters in by
email or on disc. Hardcopy
articles are also accepted.
As a general rule, we look
for two to three page
articles with 600 to 700 words
per A4 page. Larger articles
are considered, though they
may be spread over two
issues or submitted to the
Defence Forces Review with
the author’s approval.
All material submitted
should be of a military
related topic.

Sending in a photograph
When sending photographs in,
especially by email, please consider
the following:

Naturally, if you are sending in a
number of digital photographs,
burn them to disc and post in!

• Save as jpeg format
• File size: No less that 1.5Mb and no
bigger than 3Mb (as jpegs)
• Resolution: 300 DPI
• Dimension: 150x100mm
(6x4in) minimum

Clearly mark envelope
‘CD with Photographs’.
Also submit a short note with
details like:
• Who took the photograph
• What was the occasion
• Where did it happen
• Who is in the photograph (left to
right, back to front, rank, first and
surnames)
If sending in photographic prints, avoid
writing on the back of them.
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The battalion on parade.

In Recognition

Courtesy Call
In March, a Swedish military delegation paid a courtesy call into DFHQ to be briefed on the
Defence Forces preparation for our participation in the EU Nordic Group later this year. They
are back row (l-r): Maj Jonas Waltari, Lt Col Lars Henaker and Lt Col Tim Donovan. Front row
(l-r): Lt Col Pether Oscarsson, Lt Col Brian White (DFHQ), Brig Gen Stephan Andersson and
Lt Col Seamus McDermott (DFHQ). Photo by: Armn Billy Galligan.

On Parade
At a changing of National
Flags at ISAF HQ, Kabul,
Afghanistan on April 2nd, Flt
Sgt Matt McNamara and Coy
Sgt Tony Grehan participated
in the ceremony. They are pictured here with US Col Brazell
(BSG ISAF HQ). Photo courtesy of: Flt Sgt McMamara.

In November 2009, Sgt Brian Brennan (MP MNTF-C) received the
‘Ministry of Defence for Service Abroad KFOR Medal (Third Class)’ from
The Czech Republic for his contribution in providing Military Police support to the Czech KFOR Contingent. Also pictured are Lt Col Brendan
McAndrew (OC 41 Inf Gp KFOR) and Col Con Ryan (then DFC MNTF-C).
Photo courtesy of: Lt Tomás Caulfield (MP Offr 41 Inf Gp KFOR).

Sisters
in Arms
Sisters Cdt Sinead Hunt (86 Cdt
Class) and Pte Niamh Hunt (65
Res Inf Bn) took part in this the
1916 Easter Commemoration.
Sinead is an army cadet, while
Niamh is a reservist and both
were part of their honour guards
outside the GPO, Dublin on Easter
Sunday last. Photo by: Capt Peter
Comiskey (62 Res Inf Bn).

We Remember

On March 25th, the 2 Inf Bn celebrated its
80th year as a military unit at a unique
ceremony in their home station, Cathal
Brugha Bks. Though a large number of the
battalion is currently serving with the 41
Inf Gp KFOR in Kosovo, Lt Col Des Bergin
(OC 2 Inf Bn) paraded his troops and former colleagues for a Mass and a wreath
laying ceremony outside the Garrison
Church in honour of deceased unit members. Following this, it was back to the
Mess for refreshments and an opportunity to catch up with former colleagues.
Photos by: Pte Pat Long (retd) and
Sgt Rena Kennedy (DFHQ).
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Sgts Kiernan Gallogly, Jim Brock and CQMS Mark Pender
relaxing after the parade.

Right: Lt Col Des Bergin lays
a wreath at the memorial to
the deceased.
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Chad
Visit
Irish Ambassador
to Nigeria, Mr
Kyle O’Sullivan
recently visited
our troops serving
in Chad. He is
seen here getting
a brief on the Irish
Area of Operation
(Goz Beida) from
Lt Col Matt
Murray (OC 102
Inf Bn MINUCRAT) and Capt
Conor Ryan.
Photo by: Capt
Dave Sweeney
(PIO 102 Inf Bn
MINURCAT).

■ Army denies mission plan

Department of Defence officials have
informed sources that there are ‘no plans
whatsoever’ to send Irish soldiers to
Afghanistan when the current Chad
mission comes to an end. At present
seven Irish soldiers are serving with the
International Security Assistance Forces
in the country, but reports that more
troops could be deployed is ‘absolutely
groundless.’
Sunday Business Post, April 4th

■ Easter Ceremonies

About 2,000 people gathered for the 1916
Easter Ceremonies at the GPO in Dublin.
A number of relatives of those that died
in the Easter Rising were in attendance
along with the President Mary McAleese,
Taoiseach Brian Cowen and several
other past and present members of state.
Over 300 Defence Forces personnel took
part.
The Irish Times, April 5th

■ Troops to be withdrawn

from UN mission in Chad
The Government is going ahead with its
plans to withdraw some 400 Irish troops
from the United Nations mission in Chad
after the deadline passed for any change
of policy regarding the withdrawal.
Defence Forces sources said logistical
planning for the withdrawal of the troops
and their kit, including a fleet of large
vehicles and heavy plant, was already
under way. While the expiry of the current
mandate is not yet up, planning for the
withdrawal must begin immediately if the
process is to be completed by mid-May.
Under national and international law, the
Irish troops cannot remain in any overseas posting without a UN mandate.
The Irish Times, Sunday April 10th

■ Naval Service makes third

Pictured outside the Garrison Church are serving and former soldiers of the
battalion who all served in Lebanon with A Coy 44 Inf Bn in 1978. They are (l-r):
Pte Anto Byrne (retd), Cpl ‘Packo’ Novelle (AC), Pte John Finnerly, Sgt Peter
O’Neill, Pte Frank Curtin, Sgt Joe Kinsella, Sgt John Cahill (all retd), Sgt Maj
Derek Lambe (2 Inf Bn) and Pte Pat Long (retd). Pat Long is trying to contact
former colleagues he served with in Lebanon and he can be contacted at: 086
8482550 or at:fotovision@gmail.com.

ship detention operation
A boarding party from the naval service
LÉ Niamh was used in a detention operation recently. The vessel, Minchos
Septimo is Spanish registered and was
detained approximately 160km south of
the Fastnet Rock. Detained for fishery
violations it is the third such action for
the Naval Service this year.
Irish Examiner, April 10th
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Easter Comm
Photographs by
Armn Billy Galligan
On Easter Sunday the President of Ireland,
Mary McAleese, led the nation in remembering those Irishmen and women who took
up arms during the 1916 Rebellion. This
year’s ceremony involved hundreds of soldiers, sailors, airmen and women as part of
the guard of honour, military bands and
Presidential motorcycle escort. Thousands
of Dubliners and onlookers stood in the
glorious sunshine across from the GPO,
O’Connell Street to observe the military
pageantry.
Above: Monsignor
Eoin Thynne HCF
leads the gathering
in prayer.
Left: Mr Tony Killeen
TD takes part in
one of his first
parades as
Minister for
Defence.

Above (far left): A combined pipe
band along with a brass band took
part in the ceremony.
Left: The President
lays a wreath on behalf
of a grateful nation.
Below: The main
military body in
front of The
GPO.
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Commemoration
Right (top): President McAleese,
escorted by Capt Paul Dervan
(62 Res Inf Bn) inspects a guard
of honour made up of over 100
reservists from various 2 E Bde
reserve units.
Right (2nd): The Presidential escort
is provided by the troopers of the
2 Cav Sqdn and are seen here in
their new ceremonial uniforms.
Right (bottom): Capt Eoghan
O’Sullivan reads the
Proclamation outside
the GPO.
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devastating earthquake. Of that
amount, more than $5 billion has been
pledged for the next 18 months, well
above the $3.9 billion initially sought.
• US President Barack Obama hosted
an international summit on the control
of nuclear material and weapons
worldwide in April in Washington DC.
The main focus of the summit was
how the international community can
ensure that plutonium and highly
enriched uranium does not fall into
the hands of criminal gangs or terrorists. The summit has been described
as the biggest international meeting
hosted by the US in more than 60
years.

 The Middle East

 Europe
• Poland is reeling after a plane carrying the Polish president, his wife and
dozens of the country’s top political
and military leaders crashed on
approach to the Russian city of
Smolensk on April 10th. President
Lech Kaczynski, one of 97 passengers
who died was leading a delegation to
a joint Russian-Polish ceremony to
remember the Soviet massacre of
Polish officers at Katyn forest in
World War II.
• Russian officials report that the pilot
tried to land in a thick fog, missed the
runway and hit some trees about a half
a mile from the airport before crashing.
• In Northern Ireland, Mr David Ford
MLA became the Minister for Justice
and Policing on April 12th. Earlier that
morning, a bomb exploded outside the
Palace Bks, Co Down believed to be
the work of dissident Republicans.
Sinn Féin said it would give the new
minister all the support it could and
described the transfer of justice and
policing powers as a 'very significant
step forward' in the peace process.

 Africa
• In the Congo, three UN workers died
during clashes between the
Congolese military and militia. The
UN mission in Congo said that a
South African pilot and a peacekeeper from Ghana were killed during the
two days of clashes in northern
Congo. Also, a UN subcontractor died
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of a heart attack during the fighting.
The Congolese army retook the airport with the backing of the UN from
militia forces. The army has been battling with Enyele militiamen since
November after fighting started
between the Enyele and Munzale
tribesmen, reportedly over farming
and fishing rights.
• Chaotic scenes arose during the first
Sudanese elections in 34 years as
confusion prevailed at polling stations, in the Southern capital of Juba,
as voters could not find their names
on the registry at several polling stations. Many couldn’t understand the
complicated voting system and were
confused by the lack of presidential
pictures to identify candidates.
Election commissioners had roughly
predicted three minutes for each
voter, but some took almost thirty to
cast their votes.

 Americas
• Partners against the Taliban, America
and Pakistan held ‘strategic dialogue’
in Washington. The foreign minister,
army chief and head of the military
intelligence service attended from
Pakistan. Opening the talks, US
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton,
acknowledged past misunderstandings and disagreements but said this
was ‘the start of something new’.
• In March, dozens of nations and
organisations pledged almost $10 billion in immediate and long-term aid to
help Haiti recover from the recent

• According to a report titled ‘Turning a
Blind Eye’ by Human Rights Watch,
Israel and Hamas both failed to investigate serious violations of the laws of
war, during the Israeli incursion into
Gaza in 2008-9.
• Israel recently confirmed the arrest of
a former female soldier, charged with
leaking military documents to a newspaper. Anat Kamm has been under
arrest since last December, but the
case was kept secret by a court order.
Kamm is accused of copying thousands of classified documents and
giving them to the Haaretz newspaper. She is charged with passing
information with the intent of harming
national security.

 Asia
• More than 40 South Korean sailors
were reported missing and 58 rescued, when their vessel sank off North
Korea following an explosion on
board. A diver also died searching the
wreckage for survivors. A sea mine,
laid during the 1950-53 Korean War
may have caused the explosion.
• In Thailand, military checkpoints went
up outside Bangkok, after Prime
Minister Abhisit Bejjajiva declared a
state of emergency as the leader of
the opposition red shirts threatened a
new offensive. Mr Abhisit cancelled a
scheduled visit to the Vietnam
Southeast Asian leaders summit. The
emergency decree, gives the military
sweeping powers to detain or remove
people without a court order after protesters stormed parliament, forcing
some government officials to flee by
helicopter.
• Tourists fled Thailand after a night of
savage-street fighting, which left 21
people dead. The unrest is part of a
long-running battle between the
mostly poor and rural supporters of
former Prime Minister Thaksin
Shinawatra and the ruling elite they
say orchestrated the 2006 military
coup that removed him from power.
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With the withdrawal of our troops
from the UN-mandated NATO-led mission in Kosovo after 11 years of dedicated service, An Cosantóír in March
sent its journalist, Wesley Bourke and
photographer, Armn Billy Galligan to
capture their mission with KFOR for
the last time. As we go to press, most
of the soldiers who served with 41 Inf
Gp have now returned home, leaving
behind a team to pack up and ship
home all our military hardware.
Though our main troop contribution
has ended, the Defence Forces will
still have soldiers serving in a number
of key KFOR appointments up until
the end of the year.

In Command
Lt Col Brendan McAndrew
(OC 41 Inf Gp)
s OC 41 Infantry Group KFOR, my job is to provide leadership and direction for the infantry
group in order to deliver everything expected of
us in our mission in Kosovo. I have to ensure
that everyone is focused on the job that is required of
them and that we deliver all our commitments in a
professional and focused way.
For us to be successful in our mission to provide
a safe, secure environment, and preserve freedom of
movement for all the people of Kosovo, we have to
ensure a high degree of interoperability with the
other contingents operating in MNBG-C. This
requires constant co-ordination and contact with the
other contingents.
We also have to keep in regular contact with
DFHQ in Dublin, to ensure that all our actions intheatre are in accordance with Defence Forces’ overseas policy and the broader national interest.
As part of the scaling down of KFOR, we operate
mainly in ‘focused areas’ where we are directly
responsible for 105 villages, containing approximately 90,000 people, in a 785km2 area. However, we can
also be called upon to deploy anywhere in Kosovo.
This means our troops have to be more flexible and
focused on their jobs.

A

KOSOVO
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VOX POP
Sgt Maj Larry Woods
(KFOR HQ Film City)
‘I arrived in
January and it is
a 12-month
appointment. I
am the site manager for Camp
Film City, which
is like a camp
sergeant major at
home. Our job is
to give real life
support to the
camp and the
personnel that
are stationed
here. That includes food, laundry,
electricity, transport and water. We
also control movement in and out;
supervise the security and the maintenance of the camp. I’m also in
charge of running the various PXs on
the camp. They manage themselves,
but we have to approve who can
operate on camp and what they are
selling. So, I call in every now and
then and check that everything is
running ok. We have 31 nations serving here and then we also have civilian support staff. There is a huge mix
of cultures and customs, so you have
to be very diplomatic when dealing
with a problem. What could solve a
problem for one person may cause a
problem for another. There are site
managers in the other KFOR camps
under our control and I offer them
support and direction.’

Pte Michael Kearney
(C Coy 41 Inf Gp OP Mount Golas)
‘This is my first time overseas and I
loved it. It has been an amazing
experience.
When the rest of
the group goes
home, I’m staying behind with
the rear detachment security
platoon. We’ll
have to take
down the camp
and transport
everything to
Greece. So for
me it’s a bit of
an adventure. I
have enjoyed my time here, though
it was hard to acclimatise at first.
I’ve done exercises with the
Swedes, Portuguese, Germans and
Finns - so that was a great experience. We took part in the Czech
endurance march and I got an
opportunity to speak to American
troops and other nationalities about
their overseas experiences.’
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Irish troops have been with KFOR since the
end of the conflict in 1999 and I would say we
have played a significant role in this highly successful mission. To gauge KFOR’s success you
only have to look at how the force has been able
to reduce its presence from 50,000 troops in its
initial deployment to its current strength of over
10,000.
During this time Kosovo has developed positively in many ways. It has declared its independence and its infrastructure and security have
improved tremendously. Another significant indicator of the mission’s success is that KFOR is no
longer the first responder - it is now third. If an
incident occurs now, the Kosovo Police respond
first, then EULEX (the European Union Rule of

Law Mission in Kosovo, which includes members
of An Garda Síochána), and only after that,
KFOR troops if needed.
Further to this, KFOR is now starting to hand
over responsibility for the protection of national
monuments and heritage sites to the Kosovo
authorities. On March 18th, responsibility for the
Gazimestan monument was handed over by the
Finnish contingent to the Kosovo Police. This was
a momentous occasion for the fledgling Kosovo
authorities.
I would finally like to compliment my staff and
the people in 41 Inf Gp for the fine blend of enthusiasm, experience, professionalism and commitment that they displayed in successfully carrying
out their mission.

C Company
Though KFOR is currently downsizing, the geographical area that must be patrolled still
remains the same. ‘You have to get used to the
terminology,’ said Capt Joe Freely, ‘Initially there
were Multinational Brigades. Then we had
Multinational Task Forces and now we have
Multinational Battle Groups. Also, due to the
scaling down of troop numbers, we now operate
in Focus Areas and Focus Villages.’
There are 105 villages now in the Irish Focus
Area, as the Swedish Infantry Company have
recently withdrawn. Within this area, there are
Albanian, Serbs, Roma, Ashkali, Turks, Croats
and various other minorities. C Company conducts three patrols a day, consisting of a corporal
and four privates. The rest of their platoon is back
in Camp Clarke on 15 minutes readiness to move,
if needed. ‘The guys go out and ask questions,’
explained Capt Freely. ‘Questions about everything from politics, to how they are getting on.
Because we are covering such a large area, we
focus on certain communities and villages that
we feel need greater attention. For example,
there are only 11 Serbian villages and it is important we make them feel safe.’
With the new KFOR structure, C Company
can be called upon to deploy anywhere in Kosovo
and we have different levels of tactical readiness.
‘We can be on four hours notice-to-move for
Comd MNBG-C or on 24 hours notice-to-move
for Comd KFOR,’ said Comdt Adrian Jacobs (OC
C Coy). ‘This means we can deploy anywhere
within battle group centre to assist the other

contingents, or in the case of Comd KFOR, we
can deployed anywhere within Kosovo. For
example, we carried out a recent patrol up to
the Administrative Boundary Line between
Kosovo and Serbia.’
‘The Irish have a great way of conducting
themselves,’ Comdt Jacobs added. ‘We can go
to any community and talk to them, make them
feel safe and understand where they are coming from. All the communities see this and
respect us for it.’
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From village
to village
‘Did you feel the earthquake,’ said Gorica
Mitrovic, a shopkeeper in Radevo. ‘My shop
shook,’ she said laughing.
Radevo is a small Serbian village in the Irish
Focus Area and Gorica is a typical Serbian
woman with many concerns. ‘She is very fond of
the Irish,’ said interpreter Igor Perenic. ‘But she
is worried about what will happen when the Irish
pull out. Will she and her family still be protected
by KFOR?’
The patrol under Cpl Patrick Holmes, reassured Gorica that the other KFOR contingents
would be looking after her village and that she
would be safe.`
‘These are the type of patrols we do now,’ said
Cpl Holmes. ‘We have a list of questions that we
try to ask. Questions like politics, finance, security and anything that helps us build up a picture of
the situation on the ground. After been here four
months, you build up a relationship with the
Serbian and Kosovo Albanian people. They get to
know your face and want to have a chat.’
You can really see how much KFOR has
become part of the community. No matter what
village we went to, kids would come up to talk to
the lads and people came out and ask can they
get their electricity fixed.
‘The difference between us and an LMT patrol
is that we act as a deterrent for crime. Crime is a
big factor here. Our patrols are random and we
spend up to 30 minutes in each designated focus
village and that helps prevent crime and reassure
the people.’
However, the differences and similarities
between the Kosovo Albanian and Serbian communities were very evident. They all worry about
the economy, affording food for their families,
clean water and regular electricity.
Two interpreters who work for the Irish, Igor
Perenic, a Serbian and Lutfi Falihu, a Kosovo

Comdt John Wynne
(OC Logs 41 Inf Gp Camp Clarke)

Albanian are both naturally worried about finding
new jobs. But in speaking to Lutfi, you can tell
that he is much more relaxed. He explained that
the Albanian community now have independence
and they now govern their own independent
Republic of Kosovo. ‘Everything is improving all
the time - new roads, new buildings, better economy and Kosovo is moving forward.’
The Serbian community does not feel the
same optimism. They still get funding from
Belgrade and they still feel Kosovo is a province
of Serbia. In Kosovo however, they are in the
minority. As Gorica said, ‘If Kosovo gets full
international recognition, she will go to live with
her family in Serbia.’

‘At the moment I
am OC Logs
Company, while
on April 21st, I
will become the
Rear Detachment
Clearance Team
Commander. I will
have 63 in my
team, including 12
specialists from
Ireland. After the
main body of the
group goes home,
we have two main tasks. One is to
get all Irish equipment and vehicles
back home. This includes 67 vehicles
and 35 20ft containers for weapons,
CIS and fitter equipment. Currently,
I’m looking at three options for this
move at the moment. We can do a
military road move; a civilian train
move or a civilian road move to
Thessalonica in Greece and then
loaded onto a ship. We’ve assessed
each option, so we are just looking at
which is the most practical and cost
effective. The second phase is
returning Camp Clarke to a green
field site. That includes taking down
tents, quarrymacs, hard buildings
and returning it to the way we got it.
Obviously there is some equipment
staying with the Irish in Camp Film
City and Camp Ville. This will come
home at the end of the year when
they finish their tour.’

KOSOVO

00-An Cos-MAY-10 (p11-17)

Sgt Denis Bent
(Head Chef 41 Inf Gp Camp Clarke)
‘My main job here
is running the
kitchen. There are
five of us along
with the local
staff that help us
out. At anyone
time we are feeding 167 personnel.
You know yourself, lads are
happy once
they’re getting
fed. I served with
2 Transport Group back in 1999. The
changes are phenomenal compared
to when I was here last. Back then
we cooked and lived in tents. The
rations, facilities and the buildings
are hugely different from 1999. The
only thing that hasn’t changed is Naz
and his staff - they were working
with us from the start. Of course, the
situation has improved a lot in
Kosovo, but the lads working here
are sad to see us go. They’ve become
part of the Irish contingent. For them
it’s uncertainty, as they have to go
and look for new jobs.’
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VOX POP
Sgt Brian Brennan
(Multinational MP MNBG-C Camp
Ville)
‘There are four
nationalities in
our unit - Finns,
Czechs, Swedes
and ourselves.
The Finns and
the Irish operate
out of Camp
Ville, the Czech’s
out of Camp
Sajkovac and the
Swedes out of
Camp Victoria.
Our job is similar
to back home and we carry out general military policing duties within
the Battle Group’s area of operation.
This involves dealing with anything
from petty to serious crime to road
traffic accidents. You may have
noticed, but the Kosovo people don’t
exactly drive by the ‘rules of the
road.’ We also carry out investigations if a death occurs and we provide VIP escorts and help control any
exercises that may take place. We
generally have two patrols a day - a
north and south patrol with another
patrol on standby. A MP patrol would
typically carry out documentation
checks on KFOR personnel and vehicles. You have to check that KFOR
troops have the proper equipment
with them such as alpha packs and
body armour, for example. We also
mount snap speed checks. Earlier in
March, we had a serious RTA with
two civilians killed and four
Slovakians troops badly injured. This
is my third trip to Kosovo and it is a
very rewarding job working alongside
other nationalities. The Finns for
example, are civilian police at home
and this is part of their national service, and the Swedes are also civilian
policemen and the Czechs are
reserve MPs.’

Cpl Lavina Carew
(CIS Det 41 Inf Gp Camp Clarke)
‘I’m in charge of the communications
centre, here in
Camp Clarke.
Sgmn Carl
Deegan and
myself control all
radio traffic. That
involves keeping
in contact and
monitoring the
patrols and vehicles that are out
of camp. We also
keep in contact
with Ireland,
again via radio, satellite, telephone,
fax and email. Our IT section looks
after the camp’s computers and network. Finally, though not the only
woman in the camp, I am the only
mother in camp. I speak to my husband and daughter, Lucy (1) in
Tipperary by Skype most days.
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Back to School
The last thing you expect to see when you are
overseas is Irish troops giving lessons to kids on
mines and Unexploded Ordnance (UXO). Kosovo
during the conflict back in 1999 was heavily mined
and bombed, leaving many areas still not fully
cleared. To ensure the people of Kosovo know
what to do if they come across such devices,
KFOR EOD/IEDD teams go to schools throughout
the region and teach the children ‘action drills’ on
what to do if they come across a mine or UXO.
Speaking through their interpreter Violete
Morina, the Irish EOD team (Coy Sgt Steven
Talbot, Sgt Michael Mackey, Cpl Ian Harrington
and Pte Kevin Hefferton) each explained a different aspect of the dangers of an UXO to the school
kids.

Handing Over Responsibility
On March 10th-11th, KFOR and EULEX conducted joint Crowd and Riot Control (CRC) Exercise
‘Silver Saber’ in Camp Vrelo. As part of this exercise, troops from the 41 Inf Gp were tasked to
test the reaction and drills of Kosovo Police at
the Gazimestan monument. This monument
marks the spot of the 1389 Battle of Kosovo
between the Serbian principality and the
Ottoman Empire. The site is of huge significance
for the Serbian people and tourists regularly
come to visit the monument from Serbia.
‘For the Serbian people, this monument has
the same significants, as the Battle of the Boyne
site has for the Loyalist community back home,’
said Lt Col Mick Dolan (DC MNBG-C), ‘We have
to ensure that the Kosovo Police are capable of
doing the job correctly. They have to know how to
carry out the correct procedures. So today, we are
testing them to see how they handle a situation
gone bad.’
For a change, troops from Camp Clarke were
acting as protesters, wanting to gain access into

the monument. Initially, the Kosovo Police did not
know how to deal with the Irish jester mentality.
As Kosovo Police cars pulled up, the Irish naturally got into the police cars and switched on all
the lights. As KFOR and EULEX observers
watched, the police followed their drills and as
the situation escalated, a police CRC platoon
was called for.
‘KFOR is now the third responder,’ said Lt Col
Dolan. ‘If the situation gets out of hand, the
police then have to call EULEX. Then if the situation really gets bad, KFOR is called in. It is
important that they do this correctly. If the hand
over is successful, other monuments will be
handed over to Republic of Kosovo Authorities.’
On March 18th, responsibility of the monument
was handed over from KFOR to the Kosovo
Police.
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‘This is probably the most important job we
have out here,’ said Coy Sgt Talbot. ‘With the
region’s weather, agriculture and building - you
never know were a mine or UXO is going to turn
up. We try and get kids in their late primary
years, as they’ll listen.’
The team off course tried to make the class
as fun as possible with quizzes and games,
ensuring the children were keeping attention and
listening. ‘If you come across a mine or UXO,’
xxplained Coy Sgt Talbot. ‘You stop. You mark the
area. Go home and tell your parents to ring
KFOR’. The games are all geared to see who
remembers their drills. To bring some reality
home for those who don’t remember, they have
to play the game hopping on one leg or try and
tie their shoelace with only one hand. Naturally,
the kids soon realise how hard it is to do the

OP Mount Golas
Anyone who served in Kosovo over the years will
remember OP Mara, an observation post overlooking the Gracanica area. When it closed, the Irish
guard moved to OP Mount Golas, a 1,121m high
mountain, which contains the
approach equipment for Pristina
airport and KFOR CIS equipment.
‘The OP dominates the area of
Pristina, the airport approaches
and the supply routes for the
area,’ explained Cpl Glen
Sergeant. ‘Our job is to guard the
facility and
monitor the
surrounding
area.’

most basic day-to-day things with only one limb?
‘You’d be surprised,’ said Sgt Mackey, ‘the kids
here are very smart. But we are actually teaching
them to teach their parents and their elders. There
have been many cases were a farmer finds a mine
or UXO, he picks it up and brings it to the local
police station or to the gates of a KFOR camp. So
we have to instil in the kids - make sure your parents ring KFOR.’
Coy Sgt Talbot continued, ‘Another problem we
have found is certain aspects of the community find
these devices and try and use them for scrap metal.
This is another reason you have to drill it home.
Simply don’t touch, they will kill or injure you.’
Each winter, once the snows melt and spring
comes the teams still get an average of eight calls
a week, just in their sector alone. The war might be
long over, but the dangers still remain.

The guard rotates on a weekly basis and are
completely self-sufficient, making for some interesting culinary delights. Their only companions are
the Italian CIS team and several dogs adopted by
the Irish. The most famous of whom, Schillaci will
be known by anybody who guarded OP Mara.
‘The dogs bark at anyone not in uniform,’ joked
Cpl Sergeant. ‘So they are good company.’
Perimeter patrols are carried out by day and by
night, and there is permanent sentry on the gate
and another soldier watching the monitors. Several
times during the last winter, the OP got cut off by
snow and the guard had to be resupplied by air.
Mount Golas due to its location was also used
by Yugoslav forces for communications and observation and it was bombed by NATO forces during
the 1999 conflict. Scares of which are still clearly
visible. Responsibility will now be handed over to
the Finnish contingent.

VOX POP
Coy Sgt Jim Aherne
(Logs Coy 41 Inf Gp Camp Clarke)
This is my third
mission to
Kosovo and my
first tour was in
2001 as the fleet
manager with
KFOR HQ. I was
then in charge of
166 vehicles.
During that time I
was primarily in
Film City and I
didn’t get out as much as I would
have liked to. My job was to keep the
vehicles going and that was the priority. I came back in 2003 for a 12month tour with UNMIK. I was a
Military Liaison Officer based in
Pristina. During that time a lot of my
dealings were with the civilian and
military side of the UN. I made a lot
of friends from many nationalities four of who died in Haiti earthquake
while working with the UN. I was
here for the 2004 March 17th riots
and I was in the UN building at the
time. For a while the situation was
precarious. Now I am here as the
company sergeant with Logs
Company in Camp Clarke. I am
responsible for the running of the
camp and I have 16 Locally Employed
Civilians working here. They are a
mix of half Kosovo Albanian and half
Serbian. Some have been here since
the camp was built. They have
become an integral part of the camp
staff over the years. The camp is
really kept running by the transport,
engineers, fitters and CIS detachments. There are some great guys
here. I remember looking back when I
was here with UNMIK and I have
noticed substantial changes for the
better. Today, there are even more
significant changes in Kosovo and all
for the better. You can see a lot of
new commercial buildings, infrastructure and vehicles on the road. It
looks like there is more money in the
country.’
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Naz
(Foreman Locally Employed Civilians
Camp Clarke)
‘I have been here
ten years and all
of the civilian
staff in Camp
Clarke have been
very happy here
and will be sad to
see the Irish
leave Kosovo. I
have gotten to
know many Irish
people over the
years and have made great friends.
The economy here is still very poor,
so it will be very hard to get a job. I
have a wife, two boys and one
daughter. The average annual wage
in Kosovo is €200, while working here
pays a lot better. We will all be sad to
say goodbye.’
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n response to a volatile security and political situation
unfolding in what was then the Kosovo region of Serbia
in 1999, Resolution 1244 was adopted by the UN Security
Council on June 10th of that same year, calling for an
immediate ceasefire in Kosovo; an international presence
to monitor it; the withdrawal of ‘security units used for
civilian repression,’ disarmament of the KLA and dialogue
on the future of the province.
In accordance with the resolution, Yugoslav Security
Forces withdrew, while Kosovo legally remained part of
Serbia, but was to be administered by a UN Mission, the
largest ever and first of its kind.
The Irish Defence Forces deployed to the region soon
after, as part of the 50,000 strong international peacekeeping force, with a transport/logistics company, consisting of
a fleet of articulated, DROPS, 4x4s and ancillary vehicles.
The unit was a theatre-level asset under the control of
KFOR Headquarters. Their mission was to provide equipment and material to KFOR military units and to humanitarian organisations working with the UN.
In September 2003, the Defence Forces’ involvement in
KFOR expanded with the augmentation of the 8 Transport
Company with an Armoured Personnel Carrier-mounted
infantry company, the 27 Infantry Group, which was largely
drawn from troops serving with the 2 Infantry Battalion.
The Irish company’s area of responsibility (AOR) then
covered 190 sq km and it carried out its mission through
vigorous patrolling in their Mowag APCs, intelligence
gathering operations and specialist tasks.
‘At the beginning we talked about doing a lot of patrols
in Mechanised Infantry vehicles, to show a strong presence in the area. After a while however, the emphasis was
placed on using soft skinned vehicles and this reflected a
softening in approach to security in the area,’ said Brig
Gen Michael Finn, speaking at the press conference marking the closure of Camp Clarke on April 15th.
It is quite fitting that Brig Gen Finn should address the
final parade of Irish troops in Camp Clarke, as he was the
first Irish Contingent Commander of the 27 Infantry
Group, that deployed to Kosovo and in a somewhat rounded manner, has returned in his capacity as Assistant
Chief of Staff to oversee the reduction in troops. Indeed,
many of the 2 Infantry Battalion troops standing on parade
were present in Kosovo a decade previously.

I

The closure of Camp Clarke, is as a result of a
December 2009 Oireachtas decision to reduce the size of
the Irish KFOR contingent, in accordance with long-term
goals to adapt the multi-national security presence to
empower autonomous Kosovar institutions, while at the
same time, preserving the rights of all those living in this
ethnocentric region. The number of Irish troops reduced
from 240 personnel, to approximately 50 in April 2010.
Following the shipping home of vehicles and equipment to
Ireland and when the dismantling of Camp Clake is complete, a further reduction of troop numbers will take place.
This will leave a small residual component in-theatre post
October 2010. The withdrawal coincides with a reduction
in the number of KFOR Battle Groups from five to two.
Security in Kosovo has been assessed as calm and
stable for quite some time now, but the ethnic divisions
that scarred the region for so long still continue to this
day. Although it must be said, that they have not been as
severe as the violence witnessed in the initial Irish deployment.
‘In the early years, the safety of both the local population and KFOR soldiers could not be taken for granted.
There were always small incidents, and then March 2004
opened everyone’s eyes to the wider problems that were
bubbling under the surface,’ said Brig Gen Finn. He was
referring to St Patrick’s Day 2004, when Irish troops
played a significant part in bringing serious rioting under
control in the village of Caglavica, just outside Pristina.
‘A platoon from C Company was attached to the Swedish
Battalion due to a drive-by shooting. The following day
there were more attacks by Albanians, because Serbs
blocked the roads. Thankfully, the Irish were operating at
full strength and we were well able to handle the situation.’
The riots in question lasted for several days, resulting
in the loss of life of at least one civilian with many more
injured, but the Irish were widely acknowledged to have
defused the rioting and held their resolve in the face of
inter-ethnic aggression. Their actions earned a number
of Irish soldiers letters of commendation from the commander of Multi National Brigade Centre, Brig Gen
Anders Brannstrom. Brig Gen Finn is humble when questioned on the citations and acclaim his unit received for
their actions. ‘The unit were widely praised for their

(l-r): Brig Gen Seppo Toivonen (Comd MNBG-C), Brig Gen Michael Finn (ACOS) and Lt Col Brendan McAndrew (OC 41 Inf Gp KFOR).

A
Job
Well
D
Irish troops head home and Camp C
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involvement and while commendations were handed out
to a number of personalities, it must be highlighted that
all of the Irish troops present played a huge part and
worked extremely hard to resolve the impasse.’
Today, Kosovo is a quasi-independent state in flux: Its
autonomy has been recognised by 66 nations, Swaziland
being the most recent. But this thrust towards statehood
occurs amidst a backdrop of socio-economic problems
that far outweigh the nationalist aspirations.
The International Court of Justice is scheduled to provide a ruling (albeit non-binding) on the status of Kosovo
later this year, and the autonomous Kosovan authorities
engaged in this transformation are pushing hard towards
EU integration and establishing commercial links with
the greater Balkan region. That said, recent criticism by
the EU Special Representative to Kosovo, Mr Peter Feith
of the widespread corruption present in the institutions
in Kosovo highlight a region struggling with itself for
international credibility while failing to release it’s grasp
on the violence and criminality that has blighted it for so
long.
Addressing the Institute of International and
European Affairs in Dublin on April 13th 2010, Mr Feith
spoke of his admiration for the Irish Defence Forces and
their contribution to peace and stability in Kosovo. ‘A
word of gratitude for the enormous contribution made by
the men and women of Ireland for Kosovo's growth and
European perspective. On April 22nd, 220 Irish soldiers
left their base in Pristina to return home. They have
assumed infantry duties at mission headquarters, in
areas as diverse as patrolling and intelligence gathering,
and in helping build so many areas of civil society. They
will be deeply missed for their outstanding professionalism and I commend them today for their brilliant work
and dedication.’
The Defence Forces are often credited with being one
of the best militaries for adopting to a foreign landscape
and extending the hand of friendship wide amongst the
population of their temporary home. Perhaps it is a trait
of the post colonial Irish psyche that gives Irish troops
the ability to empathise with the wider populace and
forge strong links with the community at large, irrespective of their faith or political hue. The outgoing Irish
Contingent Commander, Lt Col Brendan McAndrew,
feels that the Irish have built up a strong rapport with all
parties to the ethnic divide in Kosovo. ‘The Irish have

llCampDone
Clarke closes

had an extremely positive impact and that can be seen
from the reaction of the local population. The sight of
Irish soldiers patrolling brings assurance to the population. Our feedback from local political leaders, clergy
and community groups has always been positive. The
Irish task under UN Security Council Resolution 1244
was to preserve a safe and secure environment and freedom of movement in our area of operations, and I believe
we have achieved that.’
Whilst the Defence Forces have served the people of
Kosovo under a UN mandate, it can also be said that
Kosovo has served the Defence Forces kindly, in that it
has provided an intensive training ground for future
operations over the past decade and the experience
gained by Defence Forces personnel will benefit the
organisation long after withdrawal. Lt Col McAndrew is
cogniscent of this fact and stated that, ‘Our troops have
learned from their time in Kosovo and we are all the
more rounded as professional soldiers for it. We
increased our tactical awareness in an infantry sense, all
the time fully aware of the non-kinetic assets at play the liaison monitoring and civilian military co-operation
teams working on a humanitarian level that we deployed
alongside them. I am confident from a commander’s perspective that the lessons learned by the Defence Forces
in Kosovo will stand us in good stead and prepare us for
future challenges, wherever they may be.’ ■
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41 Inf Gp

LMT - Sgt John Doran, Comdt Mick O’Donnell, Coy Sgt Peter McGahan, Sgt Ian McDermott, Sgt Maj Ozzie
Jones, Sgts Anthony Ennis and Kevin Byrne

Cpl Glen Sargent briefs a Finnish and Irish guard on Mount Golas

WO Mick Walsh, Sgt Majs Willie Casey and Larry Woods
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in Kosovo

Ptes Alan Geogh, Jim McGoldrick, Cpl Patrick Holmes, Ptes Thomas Mullen, Keith O’Donoghue and Igor Perenic
(interpreter)

Sgt Eddie Smyth, Pte John O’Meara and Sgt Jim Hickey

Ptes Denis Molloy, John Kavanagh, CQMS Malachy McCaul and Pte
Martin Wright
KFOR Cooks in Camp Clarke Dining Hall

Cpl Glen Sergeant, Ptes Michael Kearney, Conor Campbell, Sgt Niko Nummelin, Capt Juhana
Snoniemi, Comdt Adrian Jacobs (OC C Coy), S/Sgt Ari-Petteri Tymskä and Capt Joe Freely

Cpl Ronnie Mooney with Czech and Swedish colleagues
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STRATEGIC
REVIEW
Interview with
Col Patrick Moran
HQ Support Group, Base
Commander Camps Film
City, Vrelo and Notting Hill,
Senior Irish Officer in
Kosovo
by Wesley Bourke

have three camps under my command and I am
responsible for ‘real life support’. In fact, I am
like a town manager back home, as my staff and
I have to ensure power supply, water, dining, fire
brigades and policing - literally everything that is
needed to keep the three camps running smoothly,
so the units stationed there can carry out their
jobs here in KFOR.
It is a very demanding 24/7 job and at the
moment, it is very busy because even though
KFOR itself is downsizing - we are up scaling.
This is due to the number of specialist groups,
which are going to be stationed and operating
from Camp Film City. These are assets such as
the Liaison Monitoring Teams and special intelligence units, which the commander of KFOR
needs to have, so he is aware of what is happening throughout Kosovo at anytime.
As you can imagine there are at anytime
between 1,200 and 1,500 personnel stationed in
Camp Film City alone. Camp Notting Hill has a
troop compliment of 200 to 300 and Camp Vrelo is
primarily for ‘over-the-horizon’ forces. If you count
all the different uniforms, you will find personnel
from 31 nations. There is a huge mix of cultures,
languages and different needs that need to be
facilitated.
As the Senior Irish Officer, I liaise with the
contingent commander in Camp Clarke and my
colleagues in Camp Ville, working with Multi
National Battle Group Headquarters. I do not
interfere in the daily running of their units, but I
am here to give advice and to pass on any information that comes from Ireland that needs to be

I

communicated to the entire Irish KFOR contingent.
It is just over ten years now since KFOR was set
up and Kosovo has since declared its independence. The political system here has kicked in, albeit
in its infancy. The political process is now at work
and Kosovo people have their own institutions
bringing stability and certainty.
There are of course issues that are ongoing,
such as the Mitrovicë/Kosovska (Mitrovica) area in
the north of Kosovo, which is predominantly Serb.
These issues do need to be policed and addressed,
but not to the same extend as they have say, ten
years ago. So the process has continued and
evolved. It is ongoing and will continue.
Currently, demands are being put on the contributing nations with KFOR to supply troops and
expertise to other areas around the world that
needs stability. So naturally, national governments
are prioritising their resources. They look at Kosovo
and see that it is in a far better place than it was
ten years ago.
In saying that, I believe there is still a need for a
force here. Certainly not as big as it used to be, but
a well-trained, well-equipped, mobile reaction force
that can be deployed to deal with any situation.
At present, KFOR is now primarily conducting
policing tasks, as outlined in our mission to provide a safe and secure environment. This in turn
allows for other institutions to operate safely
and securely. Institutions such as EULEX have
come in and are helping to co-ordinate, organise
and build a proper policing and judiciary system
here in Kosovo so that they can carry out their own
duties. ■
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Over the coming months, we will look at some of the practical
aspects of military training and show you how the Defence Forces
prepares soldiers for service, at home and abroad. Though informative, the articles however are not designed to replace the military
instructor, but we hope they will spur on our readers to want to learn
more. Likewise, it might rekindle in former soldiers, memories of how
they were taught. All suggestions for future articles are welcomed.
weigh you down.
• Ideally (if you have time), you
onboard a ship, you will be briefed
can descend down a scramble
on sea survivial techiques and
net into a life raft. If not, the
what to do in an emergency by a
lifejacket and suit are
Leading Seaman (Safety). The
designed so you can jump
Naval Service complies (and in
(4.5m) off the ship into the
many cases) exceeds SOLAS
water.
(Safety Of Life At Sea) require• The jacket is designed to
ments and all survival equipment
‘right’ an unconscious survivor
(suits and life jackets) are serviced
back onto their back
and certified annually.
• Use the hood to protect yourself from wind and spray.
• Put on the survival suit and
lifejacket (inflate before aban- Things to Know
doning ship). The jacket can be • You may have to vent you survival suit. Do this from your
inflated automatically, manualfeet up, keeping one hand in
ly or orally.
the air. Push your legs down,
• Forget about your weapon and
as this will force the excess air
chest rig. It will only get in the
out of the suit.
way of the survival suit and

SURVIVAL AT SEA
For all Naval Service personnel,
survival at sea training is a vital
lifesaving skill that must be practised. Likewise, with ongoing joint
military operations (Army, Air
Corps and Naval Service), all soldiers who deploy from a ship must
also have the basic survival skills,
just in case.
No matter how long you spend

Abandoning Ship
• Assemble at your predesignated area.
• You will be given a survival
suit and a red 275 neuton lifejacket. It is vacuum packed,
red in colour and stored on the
upper deck in lockers.

• Do not vent air from the neck,
as this will result in water getting in.
• Gloves and hood come with
suit to keep you warm.
• The lifejacket also has a light,
which activates once you are
in water, and a whistle.
• Even though the survival suit
will keep you dry, you will
lose heat 25-27% faster than
in air at the same temperature.
• When in the water, adopt the
HELP (Heat Escape Lessoning
Position) position. Cross your
ankles and your hands across
your body. This prevents cold
water from flushing around
your body.

TACTICAL AIDES

00-An Cos-MAY-10 (p18-27)

Different types of
lifejackets and
survival suits
• 275 ne u t on S urv iv a l
L i f e j a c k e t (wi t h re d cov e r)
This is used for abandoning
ship.
• 180 ne u t on H a z a rdou s Dut y
L ifej a ck e t
Worn with uniform or foil
weather gear when operating
on deck.
• 275 ne u t on S urv iv a l Li f e
J ac k e t (wi t h blue cov e r)
Used by boarding teams.
Reflective patches can be concealed during covert operations. This lifejacket is worn
when operating from a RIB
(Ridged Inflatable Boat).
Because of the extra weight
armed boarding teams carry
(assault vest, pistol and body
armour) there is a lifejacket
built into the assault vest collar.
Also, the body armour in use
has inherent buoyancy. Normal
boarding teams wear yellow
survival suits, while armed
teams wear black survival
suits.
• As sa ul t Troop Li f e j a c k e t s
Used during hot landings or
covert operations. These can
carry an extra 45kgs (489 neutons) of equipment.
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ith the centenary of the 1916 Easter
Rising fast approaching, we can expect
an increase in interest in this formative
event in our country’s history. One of
the best places to visit for anyone who wants
to transport themselves back in time to that
historic week has to be Kilmainham Gaol.
The Gaol, is a time-capsule of Irish history and etched on its walls are the names and
dates of those who fought in 1916 Rising,
along with those imprisoned from the rebellions of 1798 and 1803, the Land League campaign and the Civil War.
On our visit Ciarán Barry (tour guide)
showed us around the Gaol as it was during
the 1916 Rising. The brooding, history-laden
building quickly brought one earlier visitor’s
words to mind: ‘When we did arrive there,
it presented a scene of gloom and decay.
It had been abandoned as a prison for many
years. A damp smell pervaded the whole
place, and the only light was candles in
jam jars.’
These words were written by Kathleen
Clarke in 1916 after going there to visit her
husband Thomas Clarke and her brother
Edward Daly, neither of whom would leave
Kilmainham Gaol alive.
The Gaol had been closed as a convict
prison in 1910 and by the time of the Easter
Rising it was being used as a detention barracks for military prisoners.
The West Wing is the oldest section of
the Gaol, dating from 1796. Designed by Sir
John Traille, it had long, dark, narrow corridors and very small cells. One of these corridors is known as the 1916 Corridor as it was
there that Joseph Plunkett, Patrick and
Willie Pearse, Thomas MacDonagh, Michael
Mallon, Constance Markiewicz, Nellie
Gifford and Thomas Clarke were held
prisoner after

W
Ciarán Barry

being convicted of high treason by a court
marshal in Richmond Bks. Nobody knows in
which part of the Gaol Eamonn Ceannt, Seán
Heuston, Seán MacBride, Seán
MacDiarmada and Con Colbert were held.
It was in his cell in Kilmainham Gaol that
Patrick Pearse, the leader who had read
aloud the Proclamation outside the GPO,
wrote his poem, ‘The Wayfarer’ ‘The beauty
of the world hath made me sad, this beauty
that will pass…’
Others, including Eamon de Valera,
Edward Daly and Michael O’Hanrahan were
housed in the East Wing. Designed in 1862 by
John McCurdy, the wing is based on the
panoptical model synonymous with Victorian
prisons, with the emphasis on observation.
The doors of all cells on the three floors face
onto a single vaulted space, the idea being
that a guard can stand anywhere and see any
cell door. The Victorian’s also believed in the
spiritually reforming powers of light and this

By Wesley Bourke
Photographs by Arnm Billy Galligan
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is echoed in McCurdy’s design, in which a
glass-domed ceiling allows light to fill the
large open space. Many readers who have
not been to the Gaol will recognise this
part of Kilmainham from the movie ‘In the
Name of the Father’.
Edward Daly was also visited by his
other sister, Nora, who described conditions in his cell: ‘When we went into the
cell, Ned was asleep on the floor with what
looked like a dog-biscuit beside him - there
was no place to sleep but on the floor. The
soldier had to shake Ned by the shoulder to
waken him. He had got no sleep for the
week of the fighting’.
The Stonebreakers’ Yard by its very
name indicates what exercise consisted of
for a convict. Surrounded by high walls, a
tricolour and an iron cross now marks the
spot in the yard where 14 of the 1916 lead-
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ers were executed, starting on May 3rd with
Patrick Pearse and ending on May 12th with
James Connolly. Connolly, since his capture was kept in Dublin Castle on a Red
Cross hospital bed. He was so badly
wounded that when he arrived for execution, Connolly was brought straight in the
back gate and tied to a chair. While the
members of Connolly’s firing squad were
preparing themselves, the surgeon who
was attending him asked him to say a
prayer for the men who were about to shoot
him. Connolly famously replied, ‘I will pray
for all brave men who do their duty.’
One of the saddest tales of the 1916
Rising is Joseph Plunkett’s marriage to
Grace Gifford in Kilmainham Gaol. On
being sentenced to death along with 95
others, Plunkett was granted one last wish.
Accordingly, on May 4th he was led to the

DEFENCE FORCES BARRACKS

Custume Barracks
Custume barracks’ location, which runs
along the west bank of the Shannon has
been of strategic military importance since
Norman times. Nestled in the town of
Althone, the barracks has been used as a
military location since 1697, making it the
oldest occupied barracks in Europe, not to
mention one of the largest in Ireland. It also
enjoys the unique distinction of being the
only known barracks named in honour of a
non-commissioned officer, a Dragoon
Sergeant Custume, who bravely defended
the bridge of Athlone during the siege of
1691.
In 1697, the first buildings were erected
on part of the present site with some still
surviving to this day, including the Pump
Square.
To a large extent, the buildings came
close to destruction during a storm, again in
1697. Originally the town’s market square

was used as the parade grounds, while the
Pump Square buildings housed both troops
and horses. In the period 1784-1815, the barracks was added to significantly making it a
more ‘defensible’ structure.
A hospital was added in 1808 and is said
to have been originally built by French prisoners and remained in use until 1968, when
it was converted for use as accommodation
for soldiers.
Comdt Gen Sean MacEoin took over the
barracks from British Forces in February
1922 on behalf of Free State and in the subsequent Civil War, it was used to house
Republican prisoners.
Today, Custume Barracks is headquarters for the 4 W Bde and also home to
numerous PDF and RDF units. The most
recent tenants included the 4 Cav Sqdn, who
moved into the barracks in January 2009 following the closure of Connolly Barracks.■

A new Defence Forces memorial unveiled in April outside the Castle in Athlone, close to Custume Bks.

Gaol Chapel to wed his fiancée. Grace was
led in by another door and neither was
allowed speak. Two British soldiers were their
only witnesses. Grace’s sister Nellie, who
was a prisoner in the West Wing, was not
allowed attend the service. The ceremony took
place in candlelight and after being allowed to
say their vows they were led out separate
doors. Joseph Plunkett was executed by firing
squad later that morning.
The walls of the cells where these revolutionaries spent their last days in captivity are
etched in Irish history throughout the ages.
Contributing to this history is the graffiti of
men who would go on to fight in the War of
Independence and the Civil War. The struggle
for Irish freedom would continue.
For visiting times and prices, checkout:
www.heritageireland.ie/en/Dublin/
KilmainhamGaol.■
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An Realta Mileata
The Military Star

The Military Star Medal was introduced in
November 1998 and may be awarded posthumously to members of the Defence Forces
and the Chaplaincy Service killed or fatally
wounded, as a direct result of a hostile
action in the course of service outside the
state on approved military duties overseas.
The dark bronze medal was designed by
Cpl Dan O’Connell and is based on the
Defence Forces cap badge and the 1916
Medal.
Obverse - The slain legendary celtic warroir Cuchulain is featured in the centre of
the medal. He is surrounded by a belt with a
laurel wearth superimposed on it.
Reverse - The reverse of the medal has
the service number, name and date of death
of the deceased engraved.
The ribbon hangs from a pin-back brooch
of dark bronze engraved with the word
‘REMEMBRANCE’. It is striped with the
national colours set in both directions with
orange as the centre stripe and two deeper
stripes of purple on the edges which is the
traditional colour associated with death in
Ireland.■
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osovo Force (KFOR) today operates
under the UN Resolution 1244 (June
10th 1999) and the Military-Technical
Agreement between NATO and the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and Serbia,
which came into force following the
NATO bombing campaign. The first elements of the NATO-led KFOR entered
Kosovo on June 12th 1999, and by June
20th, all Serbian forces had withdrawn.
KFOR initially had some 50,000 troops
from NATO and partners, under a unified
command structure. Ireland committed a
transport company in August 1999, establishing their base in Camp Clarke.
Initially, KFOR’s mandate was to: deter
renewed hostility and threats against
Kosovo by Yugoslav and Serb forces;
establish a secure environment and
ensure public safety and order; demilitarise the Kosovo Liberation Army; support the international humanitarian effort
and co-ordinate with and support the
international civil presence.
By early 2002 with an improved
security situation, the force reduced
to 39,000 troops. In June 2003, KFOR
numbers reduced again to 26,000 and
to 17,500 by the end of that year.
Since its establishment, some of
KFOR’s tasks have included; assisting the return or relocation of displaced persons and refugees; reconstruction and demining; medical
assistance; security and public
order; security of ethnic minorities;
protection of patrimonial sites; border security; interdiction of crossborder weapons smuggling; implementation of a weapon, ammunition
and explosive amnesty programmes;
weapons destruction and support for the
establishment of civilian institutions (law
and order, the judicial and penal system,
the electoral process and other aspects of
the political, economic and social life).
Special attention continues to be paid
to the protection of minorities. This
includes regular patrols of minority
enclaves; manning checkpoints; escorts
for minority groups; protection of heritage
sites and donations of items such as food,
clothes and school supplies.
The mission suffered a setback in
March 2004, when renewed violence broke
out between Kosovo Albanians and Serbs.
The violence led to 19 deaths and the
destruction of 35 Serbian Orthodox
churches and monasteries.
Several thousand Serbs left their
homes to seek refuge in Serbia and in the
Serb-dominated areas, north of Kosovo.
KFOR troops also came under attack and
an additional 2,500 troops were rapidly
deployed to reinforce the mission.
After 14 months of UN-led negotiations on the status of Kosovo, Special
Envoy Martti Ahtisaari presented his proposal for a Kosovo Status Settlement to

K
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the UN in March 2007. Whilst the Kosovo
Assembly endorsed the proposal, the
Serbian Government rejected it.
In August 2007, in the absence of any
UN Security Council decision on
Kosovo’s future status, the UN Secretary
General Ban Ki-moon launched an
extended period of engagement with the
parties, led this time by a EU, Russia and
US troika under the auspices of the
Contact Group. By December 10th 2007,
the negotiating parties failed to reach any
agreement on Kosovo’s status.
Throughout the negotiations, NATO
supported the efforts of Martti Ahtisaari
and those of the troika to settle Kosovo’s
status - KFOR helped maintain safety and
stability on the ground, allowing the negotiations to proceed without disruption.
In December 2007, NATO Ministers
agreed that KFOR would remain in
Kosovo on the basis of UN Resolution

KFOR tried to reoccupy the courthouse, a
Ukrainian UNMIK policeman was killed,
along with numerous injuries on both
sides and a KFOR APC was torched.
Following the declaration of independence, KFOR assisted the Kosovo
Protection Corps (KPC) in the standing
down and the establishment of the
Kosovo Security Force (KSF). The KPC
was a transitional post-conflict arrangement, under the responsibility of the
UNMIK. It provided disaster response;
search and rescue; humanitarian aid in
isolated areas; assist de-mining and contribute to rebuilding infrastructure and
communities.
In December 2008, NATO reaffirmed
that the UN-mandated NATO-led KFOR
presence would remain in Kosovo. They
stressed that the prompt deployment of
the European Union’s Rule and Law mission (EULEX) throughout all Kosovo was
an urgent priority and in this context
noted the adoption by the UN
Security Council of a statement of
its presidency in support of the
reconfiguration of UNMIK.
The KPC ceased operations in
January 2009 and was formally dissolved on June 14th. In parallel, KSF
was developed to ensure that key
capabilities were available for emergency situations.
KFOR was responsible for supporting the stand-up and training of
a multi-ethnic, professional and
civilian controlled KSF. A Kosovowide recruitment campaign started
in January 2009, encouraging all
minority communities to apply.
The KSF is a lightly armed force, with
a full-time strength of 2,500 and a reserve
of 800. Its primary responsibilities are for
non-police security tasks such as emergency response; explosive ordnance disposal; civil protection; including peace
support operations.
In June 2009, as a result of the continuing improvement of the security situation, NATO decided to adjust KFOR A
to ‘deterrent presence’ posture. This
means that, when appropriate and
according to the evolution of events,
NATO will reduce force numbers on the
ground, with the remaining forces intheatre progressively relying more on
intelligence and flexibility.
At a meeting in Istanbul in February
2010, NATO stated that KFOR had
achieved the so-called ‘Gate One’ transition to a ‘deterrent presence’ posture,
reducing the number of troops to some
10,200.
On March 18th, Kosovo Police took
over responsibility for the safeguard of
the Gazimestan monument from KFOR.
Future decisions on further reducing
KFOR’s footprint in Kosovo will
continue.■
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KFOR
1999-2010
by Wesley Bourke
1244, unless the Security Council decided
otherwise and maintain KFOR’s force,
including reserves at current levels.
On February 17th 2008, the Assembly of
Kosovo declared itself independent from
Serbia. The declaration brought celebration for Kosovo Albanians, but it polarised
the communities.
In Serbia, there was outrage and violent protests. The Serbian government
deemed the declaration illegal and
appealed to the International Court of
Justice for an advisory opinion on the
matter. Under the Serbia constitution, the
declared Republic of Kosovo is still part
of and governed by The Community
Assembly of Kosovo and Metohija.
The most violent protests in Kosovo
took place in Kosovska Mitrovica and
along the administrative boundary line
with Serbia. Serb protesters fired two
border crossings and Kosovo and UNMIK
(United Nations Mission in Kosovo)
police were forced to withdraw as KFOR
troops moved in to control the situation.
In Kosovska Mitrovica, protests escalated and turned violent on March 14th,
when protesters took over a UN courthouse. On March 17th, when UNMIK and
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FOCUS ON FITNE
Would you like to get into shape and
improve your fitness but don't know where
to begin.
Is your life so busy that you find yourself snatching meals on the go? Your diet
will have a significant impact on your energy levels and enthusiasm for exercise. If
you find it difficult to motivate yourself, a
few simple changes to your diet and
lifestyle could help give you the energy you
need to get the most out of life.
Get Started
Physical activity does not have to be strenuous, competitive or time consuming to be
good for you. Even short sessions of activity can be effective. Aim to achieve at least
30 minutes of exercise most days.
• Go for a quick walk during your lunch
break.
• Clear out the shed, cut the grass, walk
the dog.
• Establish a new tradition of a family walk
at weekends.
• Take up a new hobby such as yoga,
dancing, water aerobics, pitch and putt,
golf or swimming.
The Importance of Good
Nutrition
C a rbohy d ra t e
Carbohydrate is an essential fuel for the
body. Half your daily energy intake should
come from carbohydrate foods such as
breads, breakfast cereals (try wholegrain
varieties), rice, pasta, potatoes, peas,
beans, fruit and fruit juices. Include one or
more servings of carbohydrate in each
meal or snack.

P ro t e in
Protein provides the building blocks for
muscles and is required daily to repair the
general wear and tear in your body. Ensure
you get enough protein by having two servings a day from the following foods: lean red
meat (beef, lamb or pork), chicken, fish,
cheese, eggs and pulses.
Fa t
Prepare meals with minimal added fat
(especially saturated fat - butter or cream).
Try fat-free methods of cooking such as;
grilling, roasting, steaming, micro waving or
boiling. Cut down on your intake of fried
foods, takeaways and high fat, sweet or
savoury snacks.
V i t a m in s
Eat at least four servings of fruit and vegetables a day to ensure you get all the vitamins you need.
M ine ra l s
• I r on
Iron is vital for healthy blood, normal
growth and development. A recent survey
has found that almost half of Irish women
aged between 18 and 50 have inadequate
iron intakes. This could lead to the development of iron deficiency anaemia which
can make you feel tired and lethargic.
Lean red meat is one of the best dietary
sources of iron. The iron found in red
meat is up to seven times more easily
absorbed than the iron found in cereals,
nuts, fruit and vegetables. Try to include
lean red meat in your diet three to four
times a week.

Brig Gen Denis Murphy (GOC 2 E Bde) with instructors and participants of the recent Kick Start course.
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ITNESS
• C a l c i um
Calcium rich foods such as cheese,
yoghurt and milk promote healthy bones.
• F luid
An adequate fluid intake is vital for good
health and you need more when you exercise. In order to stay well hydrated, drink
water or diluted fruit drinks before, during
and after exercise.

Stay Motivated
• Exercise with a friend.
• Choose activities you enjoy.
• Vary your activities as much as possible.
• Wear comfortable shoes.
• Don’t lose enthusiasm. If you break your
routine, just start again!
L E V E L S O F AC T I V IT Y
L ow
Washing Dishes

M ed i u m
Vacuum cleaning

H igh
Climbing
stairs
Ironing
Making beds
Swimming
Dusting & Cleaning Walking 3-4 km/hr
Walking
6-7km/hr
General office work Painting & Decorating Cycling
Bowling
Gardening
Football
Cleaning windows
Jogging
Dancing
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KICK START
In a first for Defence Forces soccer enthusiasts and with the support of the Football
Association of Ireland (FAI), 33 soldiers,
sailors and airmen took part in a FAI Kick
Start 1 and 2 Coaching Course, ran in
Cathal Brugha Bks from March 9th-11th.
The primary aim of the course was to
encourage the participants to take up
soccer coaching positions, both within the
Defence Forces and outside with their local
soccer clubs.
An expert panel of FAI and DF instructors taught the course through a series of
lectures and practical sessions in the gym.
During the two-day FUN soccer blitz
civilian coaches Mr Tony Mannion (FAI
Education Offr), Tommy Griffiths and Mr
Padraig Nicholson (both FAI Tutors)
worked closely with Cpl Tommy Hewitt
(4 LSB) and Pte Paddy Foy (28 Inf Bn),
who are both are qualified UEFA A
coaches.
Literally, the emphasis was on the
FUNdamentals of soccer coaching. These
included how to organise and implement a
coaching session, identifying stages of
progress among the players and to coach
young people in an exciting and safe environment.

The course (in civvy street) is usually
open to anyone who shows interest once
over the age of 16, whether an individual had
previous experience or not. The itinerary of
Kick Start 1 takes in the basic building
blocks for anyone who wishes to become a
soccer coach, with coaches developing the
player’s soccer specific skills with the later
stage Kick Start 2.
The next level of this joint DF-FAI soccer
scheme is the Youth Certificate, a course of
action designed to help the coaches build
upon performance, individual and position
specific soccer skills alongside the tactical
and physical development of the players.
This is planned to take place on or around
October 10th to the 16th.
All who took part have enjoyed both legs
of the Kick Start course held to date, and
the FAI team, Comdt Jim Bourke and Pte
Darren Kelly would like to thank all who
ensured that Kick Start 1 and 2 was a
success.
For information on playing soccer or
training, contact, Comdt Bourke (Defence
Forces Football Association) at: 6221 or at:
jim.bourke@defenceforces.ie. Also checkout: www.fai.ie for more on their coaching
pathway.■
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Thanks to Bord Bia for allowing us permission to reproduce this article. For more information on food, checkout their website at:
www.bordbia.ie ■
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This month we feature a number of
products that might just make your life a bit
more comfortable when out on the ground.
Thanks to The Great Outdoors for supplying
all the products for review.

Freeloader Globetrotter
Pack Price €69

The amount of electronic equipment that
has become an outdoor essential and in
your pack has grown over the past few
years! Think about it, we all have mobile
phones, digital cameras, GPS and
iPods. Ok, so some are not all essential,
but they have one thing in common they all need to be charged. Well, that’s
where the ‘Freeloader Globetrotter Pack’
comes in, which features the original
Freeloader with the high-powered supercharger.
The pack works as a super efficient
solar charger that takes as little as four
hours to charge when using the supercharger strapped to a pack or eight
hours, when using the small unit on its
own. The power is saved to the internal
battery and can then give a mobile
phone up to 44 hours standby or charge
a GPS, camera and iPods or lots of
other devices, with the included
adapters. It doesn’t need blazing sun to
work either and will charge in most
weather conditions. When back indoors,
you can even charge it using a USB connection to your laptop - so it’s ready to
go for your next adventure. A really great
new piece of kit!
MSR Mo Room 3 Tent
Price €479
The first thing that hits you once the Mo
Room 3 is pitched and you hop inside is
the sheer space. The unique pole system
creates almost vertical sidewalls, a nonsloping roof and ample space for three
sleeping adults. It also has two porches,
the larger of which resembles a warehouse and will easily hold three full

packs. This is a tent that is perfect to use
as a base camp for longer trips or for
those looking for real living space for
their adventures. On the technical side,
the Mo Room 3 uses super-strong, lightweight alloy poles and top quality fabrics,
it has plenty of internal pockets, roof
vents and weighs just 4.5kg. One from the
great new range of MSR tents for this
season.

Icebreaker Merino
Wool clothing
Price €59.85
Where do you
start with
Icebreaker? If
you haven’t
tried it, do so,
as soon as
possible…it is
THAT good.
As a base
layer, for every
outdoor activity, in summer
and winter, it
is untouchable
for warmth to
weight ratio and wearing it next to your
skin is amazingly comfortable, and the
ultra-fine merino feels like silk.
The breathability is incredibly, as
moisture is not held next to your skin at
all and the now legendary ‘odour free’
claim is spot on. It really is possible to
wear the same top for weeks on end and
not clear a room with the stink when you
walk in! The range comes in lots of different weights and styles and can be combined to create a layer system, if needed.

GADGETS
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Therm a Rest Haven
Sleeping Bag
Price Regular €199,
Long €219
The Haven is a brand new take
on the sleeping bag. The two
main noticeable differences
with this new design are (a)
there is no zip, and (b) there is
a large elasticated hole where
the bottom of the sleeping bag
usually is. Used along with a
sleeping mat, this radical new
design means massive weight savings.
The Haven weighs only 650grams and
is comfort rated at –6ºC, incredible for a
bag so light. The bag packs down to a
tiny size and it has a 700 down filling. It
works incredibly well with a Therm-aRest mat or any other sleeping mat,
using the mat’s inherent insulation to
create a really warm and comfortable
sleeping environment.

May’s Competition
This month we have a pair of MeindlT M
Safari Boots to give away, kindly sponsored
by The Great Outdoors Store. To be in with a
chance to win this excellent piece of kit,
answer the following questions, which all
relate to this month’s magazine.
1. Name the OP which the 41 Inf Gp KFOR
provided a guard for?
2. What does KFOR stand for?
3. What team was Lt Shane Courtney part
of in KFOR?
Competition closing date is June 24th. Send
all entries with you name and address to:
May’s Competition
An Cosantóír
DFHQ
Infirmary Road
Dublin 7
Or by email to: subs@military.ie
March’s Winner
The answers for the March competition:
1. Chad
2. P22
3. The Military Medal of Gallantry
Congratulations to:
Mr Daniel O’Regan (Waterford), Mr Darragh
Kelly-Murtagh (Dublin 16) and Mr Malcolm
Meade (Haulbowline).
A set of Sealskinz Beanie and Walking
Socks are on their way to you.
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NOTICEBOARD
This page is designed to give our readers an easy-to-follow list of important numbers, addresses and websites.
Readers can also submit notices that maybe of interest to others. Please keep notices to the point, include your
contact details and send by email to: magazine@military.ie or by post to:
Editor An Cosantóir, DFHQ, Infirmary Road, Dublin 7, Ireland.
■ Important Contacts
Staffcare1800 409 388

■ Australia Calling
■ Family Income Supplement
Paddy Flanagan served in the Congo as
PDFORRA have issued an information
a fitter with the 32 Inf Bn ONUC. Now
circular pertaining to the Family Income
www.alone.ie 01 6791032
living in Australia, Paddy is keen to get
Supplement and how members of the
in contact with his former colleagues
Defence Forces maybe eligible to claim.
www.samaritans.org 1850 609 090
from
HQ
Company.
Paddy
can
by
For more details, checkout: pdforra.ie or
www.citizeninformation.ie
reached at: pjfpaddy@bigpond.com or by
welfare.ie
www.teenline.ie 1800 833 634
post via An Cosantóir, DFHQ, Infirmary
Road, Dublin 7.
■ Medal Mounting
www.aware.ie 1890 303 302
VOC Medal Mounting Service.
DF Benevolent Fund 01 8046185
■ Chaplaincy News
Competitive prices. Contact Vinny at:
www.cafnbo.com 01 6711841
Smolensk Air Disaster
01-8475617
Irish and Polish soldiers have served
www.caoga-defenceforces.com 01 8042785
together overseas in the past and some
www.ansaccu.ie 01 8554489
■ DF Contacts
Polish personnel and their families are
Defence Forces HQ
serving at present.
www.mabs.ie 1890 283438
DFHQ/DOD 01 8042000
www.odf.ie 01 6633222
www.military.ie or www.defence.ie
We assure them of our thoughts and
www.oneconnect.ie 01 4850600
Finance Branch DoD 091 743700
prayers in these months. Swieta Mario,
Matko Boza, modl sie za nami grzesznymi
www.inuva.com 01 6791262
2 Eastern Brigade
teraz i w godzine Smierci naszej. Amen.
www.iarco.info/
Cathal Brugha Bks 01 8046000
Aiken Bks 042 9332295
T hough t for t he M on t h
www.irishsoldiers.com 01 6777853
Gormanston Camp 01 8412102
Don’t
update
your
Facebook
status
www.republic-ofKilbride Camp 01 4582169
while driving, arrive alive.
ireland.britishlegion.org.uk 01 6713044
McKee Bks 01 8046000
Military Archives 01 8046457
The average (wo)man doesn’t think is
www.raco.ie 01 8042517
St Bricin’s Hospital 01 8042000
(s)he is!
www.pdforra.ie 1800 200 250
1 Southern Brigade
www.rdfra.ie 045 445204
Ballymullen
Bks 066 7121871
■ Round Towers at Hill 880 &
Collins Bks 021 4514000
At-Tiri
Kickham Bks 054 21222
■ Childaid
Memorials were built at Posn 6-44 (AtKilworth Camp 025 24011
Childaid are appealing for donations to
Tiri) during 85 Irishbatt, UNIFIL in memoMcCann Bks 0504 31503
help Cork conjoined twins Hassan and
ry of heli-crash victims and subsequently
Sarsfield Bks 061 314233
Hussein.
at Posn 6-44 (Hill 880).
Stephens Bks 056 21174
If you would like to make a donation, log
French soldiers and their chaplain curonto: www.mycharity.ie
rently serving in Lebanon would like to
4 Western Brigade
restore these memorials and are seeking
Custume Bks 09064 21000
some photos from 1999 or later.
Carna Camp 09064 89133
■ Walk, Trek or Climb in aid
Personnel in possession of photos
Castlebar Bks 094 21275
of The Irish Red Cross
(print or digital) of the round towers at
Columb Bks 044 48391
Sign up for the Red Cross 2010 chalPosns 6-41 or 6-44 are invited to make
Finner Camp 072 41488
lenges and Climb Kilimanjaro, Walk the
contact with: frbobmac@gmail.com.
USAC 091 751001
Great Wall of China or Trek Machu
Current photos are on:
Picchu. Raise funds and have the experiwww.militarychaplaincy.ie.
Defence Forces Training Centre
ence of a lifetime. To find out more inforCurragh Camp 045 445000
mation on these challenges, log onto:
Coolmoney Camp 045 404626
www.redcross.ie
Lourdes 2010
Range Service 045 404653
The International Pilgrimage will take
Waterford Bks 051 374425
part during Pentecost weekend. A gatherWexford Bks 053 22573
■ ARC
ing of languages and soldiers from all
ARC Cancer Support Centre is looking
over the world! Be assured of the prayers
Air Corps
for volunteers to take part in its Bavarian
of your chaplains and pilgrims at this
Casement Aerodrome 01 4037689
and Austrian Alpine Trek this September.
time. Intentions of prayer (on paper in an
For more details check out :
envelope) may be left with your chaplain
Naval Service
www.arccancersupport.ie
before May19th.
Naval Base 021 4864700■
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G2: In Defence
of Ireland
Irish Military Intelligence
1918-45
Produced by: Maurice Walsh
Published by: The Collins Press
Price: €16.99
This book by former army officer, Maurice Walsh is a fascinating insight into formative days of Irish military intelligence. Using declassified official documents, the author
expertly outlines the genesis of our intelligence network,
mostly created by Michael Collins and his IRB counterparts in their fight to gather information and destroy the
British administration in Ireland during the War of
Independence.
Throughout the
book, he supports
his writing with
opinion from
leading academics and has also
produced an
excellent listing
of names, dates,
pictures and
documents, for
anyone wishing
to do further
research.
Following
the bitter Civil
War, which
both sides
used informants and
spies to with the hearts and minds of the Irish population, military intelligence as an entity just survived the
1920s and 30s, thanks in mainly to men like Michael J
Costello, Liam Archer and Dan Bryan.
During this period, despite the lack of funding/manpower and the ongoing political interference, the G2 intelligence cell in the army, quietly worked and focused on
gathering military intelligence on the potential threats to
the Free State.
However, subsequent Directors of Intelligence did
develop more formal intelligence appointments and orders
throughout the entire army command structure.
With the outbreak of World War II in 1939, Irish military
intelligence was instrumental in providing the government
with effective analysis of the threats. Though officially
neutral, Ireland did have a more favourable working relationship with the Allied powers, particularly our neighbour, Britain and secretly exchanged encrypted intelligence.
Military Intelligence officers also interrogated downed
allied and axis aircrew that crash-landed in Ireland. They
also assisted in the surveillance and capture of foreign
intelligence and informants operating in Ireland.
G2: In Defence of Ireland Irish Military Intelligence
1918-45 is a must have for anyone who has an interest into
Irish Military history. Maurice Walsh has shone a light on a
dedicated, but largely unknown group of intelligence officers, who without firing a bullet in anger, did more for the
Defence of Ireland than any army could have done.■

An Irish Soldier’s
Diaries
Produced by: Michael Moriarty
Published by: Mercier Press
Price: €19.99

An Irish Soldier’s Diaries is a most enjoyable read and a
book that any soldier can relate too. The author, Col
Michael Moriarty (retd) brings you on his life’s adventure,
from a young lad living in Listowel, through his cadetship,
his career as an artillery officer and his many overseas
missions.
Though a native of Kerry, Michael in December 1949
joined the Ennis Battalion FCÁ before joining the regulars
as an army cadet in November 1950.
On receiving his commission into the Artillery Corps
two years later, Second Lieutenant Moriarty completed his
Young Officers’ Course in the Artillery Depot, Magee Bks,
Kildare before being posted to the 4 Field Artillery
Regiment in Mullingar.
Like all young officers, then and since, Col Moriarty
preformed numerous duties from adjutant to training officer. Ireland during the 1950s was much more austere and
with no overseas, the routine of army life was based
around training, annual camps, garrison routine and aid to
the civil powers, as required. The author candidly talks
about the mundane aspects of military life, only broken
with the short bursts of activity.
With the onset of Ireland’s commitment to troop missions overseas with the UN, Michael volunteered and travelled out with the 34 Inf Bn ONUC as a platoon commander. A bonus for readers is an interesting extract from Capt
Tom Boyle DSM, who recounts his experience in the
Congo during 1962/63 with the 38 Inf Bn.
Following his initial experience overseas, Col Moriarty
recalls further missions abroad with the UN in Cyprus, the
Golan Heights, Lebanon, Angola and Namiba.
Though a large part of the book covers his experiences
overseas, the author does remind you that his career at
home was as important. You can sense that he was a true
gunner at heart and is not ashamed to admit that some of
his most memorable experiences were spent with the 2 Fd
Arty Regt, McKee, which he joined in 1961 and ended up
commanding in 1984.
An Irish Soldier’s Diaries, though some might see as a
bit of vanity trip on the author’s behalf, is in fact a valuable
insight into one career soldier’s life less ordinary. He has
certainly captured his unique personal story and at the
same time, explains to the readers what life was like in the
Defence Forces during his long career.■
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he origins of the Liaison Monitoring
Teams (LMTs) can be traced to the
2004 riots when KFOR was caught off
guard and had been completely
unaware that tension had been building
between the Albanian and Serbian communities in Kosovo. Following this incident it was decided that a type of earlywarning system was needed and thus the
LMT concept was born.
Our primary role is ‘to feel the pulse’ of
the communities. We do this by holding
meetings at every level in the villages and
communities, with religious leaders and
politicians, and by just talking to the local
people, from whom you can find out so
much.
It is the basic things that we take for
granted at home that affect people here.
The lack of clean water, regular electricity,
or a proper sewage system, or not being
able to afford a loaf of bread, are all
potential sparks that can ignite tension
between individuals or groups. Add the
diverse ethnic mix you have here in
Kosovo and you certainly have to be on
your toes to avert any incidents. As LMTs
it is our job to be out on the ground talking to people and helping them to resolve
their issues.
There are ten Irish LMTs working in
Kosovo and we generally patrol in pairs
with an interpreter, either on foot or by
vehicle. Though we are based in Camp
Clarke, we mainly work away from the
Irish group’s operation and our two areas
of responsibility are the predominantly
Kosovo Albanian municipality of Lipljan
and the Serbian enclave around the village of Gracanica. Within these areas
there are also camps for internally displaced people, mainly Serbs and also
minority groups like Roma and Ashkali.
Other KFOR troops, including our own,
often look at us and all they see us doing
is drinking coffee and talking with locals.
But they don’t realise that we are gathering vital information that helps them to do
their job. Our reports are utilised by
CIMIC, intelligence and operations cells,
all the way up to Comd KFOR. By simply
talking to the local communities we can
immediately highlight humanitarian
issues that need to be addressed, or iden-
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tify the current political feelings of the
people.
With KFOR currently scaling down,
the LMTs will be the main KFOR presence on the ground throughout
Kosovo. They will continue in their role
of gathering information, thus ensuring that KFOR commanders at all levels will know exactly what is happening and where. Since their inception

the LMTs have proven so successful that the
concept is now being used in other conflict
areas around the world.
Finally, on a personal note I was delighted to
have worked as an LMT member. I have a
Masters in Peace and Development Studies and
I did my thesis on Kosovo, so you could say I had
a real opportunity to put into practise what I had
learnt.
It has been very rewarding. ■
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