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I

n this issue, our lead article is the printed version of the eulogy given by the Chief of Staff Lt Gen Sean
McCann at the Requiem Mass to the late Lt Gen Dermot Earley DSM, who died on June 23rd. It is a
fitting tribute to a distinguished officer, colleague and friend who epitomised the very essence of
professionalism, both as a soldier and as a sportsman.

On a personal note, on behalf of everyone in An Cosantóír and Public Relations Section, I would like to
extend my deepest sympathies to the Earley family. Lt Gen Earley as Chief of Staff, but also in an earlier
command as Director of Public Relations Section, was always there – to lead, offer advice and guide. It was
an honour to have served and to have known the man. We will never forget him.
At this time, let us also remember another former Chief of Staff, Lt Gen Gerry O’Sullivan DSM who passed
away on June 22nd.
Our main feature this month is a series of reflections by former soldiers who served in the Congo with the
UN between 1960-64. We hope they may give our readers some understanding of their experiences in Africa.
To compliment this article, our Def Tech pages look at some of the vehicles they used in the Congo, while
we also review a number of books on the Congo and we have an interesting article from an officer currently
serving with the UN in the Congo today.

Apart from this, our readers will receive a Connect Congo Special which includes a message from the Chief
of Staff, a brief history of the mission and our centrespread lists the citations some 66 Irish soldiers
received for their bravery and distinguished service in the Congo.
Other articles this month include a close look at a recent engineering YOs course and an interview with the
Minister for Defence. Not forgetting, we have our regulars - Tac Aide, Sports Update, Gadgets and What I Do.
We hope you enjoy.
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Front Cover:
IUNVA and ONE veterans are
greeted by soldiers during a
photocall to promote the 50th
Congo airlift. Photo by: Sgt
D Faulkner (AC Photo Sec).
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dfmagazine

An Cosantóir

ONLINE
To access past issues of
An Cosantóir, log onto:
dfmagazine.ie.
This month’s username is:
august and the password is:
august (lower case).

Sgt David Nagle
Editor
Facebook –
Lt Gen Dermot Earley DSM
If you are on facebook,
why not checkout the
tribute page to the former
Chief of Staff and share
your memories, photographs and
personal messages on the group:
RIP Lieutenant General Dermot
Earley DSM. Over 5,300 messages
already posted.

Writing articles
and letters
Ideally we would like submitted
articles and letters in by email
or on disc. Hardcopy articles
are also accepted.
As a general rule, we look
for two to three page
articles with 600 to 700 words
per A4 page. Larger articles
are considered, though they
may be spread over two issues
or submitted to the Defence
Forces Review with the
author’s approval.
All material submitted
should be of a military
related topic.

Celebration –
50th Congo Airlift
Don’t forget, this takes place
in Casement Aerodrome on
July 23rd and all surviving
Congo veterans are invited to
attend. For tickets, please
ring 01-8042284/5.

Memorial Service –
Lt Gen O’Sullivan DSM
A memorial service for
the former Chief of Staff,
Lt Gen Gerry O’Sulllivan
DSM, will take place in
the Garrison Church,
McKee Bks on July 26th
at 11.30am. All former
comrades and friends
are invited to attend.

Sending in a photograph
When sending photographs in,
especially by email, please consider
the following:

Naturally, if you are sending in a
number of digital photographs,
burn them to disc and post in!

• Save as jpeg format
• File size: No less that 1.5Mb and no
bigger than 3Mb (as jpegs)
• Resolution: 300 DPI
• Dimension: 150x100mm
(6x4in) minimum

Clearly mark envelope
‘CD with Photographs’.
Also submit a short note with
details like:
• Who took the photograph
• What was the occasion
• Where did it happen
• Who is in the photograph (left to
right, back to front, rank, first and
surnames)
If sending in photographic prints, avoid
writing on the back of them.
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Book Launch

On June 14th, former soldier and now author Declan Power launched a new
limited edition of his book, Siege of Jadotville - The Irish Army’s forgotten
Battle, which tells the heroic story of Irish troops who fought in the Congo.
Pictured at the launch in Custume Bks, Athlone are (l-r): CQMS Peter McKenna
(Retd), Capt Martin McCormack (OC HQ Bty 54 Res Arty Regt), Comdt Fred
Duggan (HQ 4 W Bde RDF), CQMS Ger O’Connor (HQ Bty 54 Res Arty Regt) and
author Declan Power. Photo courtesy of: CQMS O’Connor.

Green Fingers
Lt Col Mick Rock (OC HQ 4 W Bde RDF) is seen here
congratulating Pte Joe Cooney who was recently presented with a trophy from the Galway Tidy Towns
Competition Committee. Joe took the second place
prize in a recent tidy garden competition (commercial
building section). Photo by: Bertie O’Leary.

On Target
Brig Gen Gerry Hegarty (GOC 4 W Bde) is seen here
with this year’s 4 W Bde Golf Champions (l-r): Cpl
Jimmy Digan and Sgt Paddy Poynton (both 4 Fd Arty
Regt). Photo courtesy of: Sgt Maj Noel O’Callaghan (4
Fd Arty Regt).

New Chief of Staff

Congratulations to Lt Gen Sean McCann who was appointed Chief of Staff on
June 9th. A native of Cork and Tipperary, he was commissioned into the Cavalry
Corps in 1972 and has served in numerous command and staff appointments
throughout his career. Lt Gen McCann also served overseas in Lebanon (UNIFIL
and UNTSO), Iraq/Kuwait (UNIKOM) and Bosnia (EUMM). On behalf of all our
reader, may we wish the new chief of Staff all the best in his new appointment.
Photo by: Sgt Damian Faulkner (AC Photo Sec).
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Army Prize
Lt Col Arthur Armstrong (OC 4 Fd Arty Regt) is seen
here presenting the perpetual trophy, the ‘Army Prize’ at
Mullingar Golf Club to the 2010 winner Ray Kenny. The
prize was first played for in 1944 and has been an annual
event ever since. Army club members (serving and
retired) sponsor an array of prizes for this annual competition, which saw over 200 players take part this year.
Also pictured is Club Captain, Mr Liam Conlon.
Photo by: Mr Chris Garry.
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■

LÉ Niamh makes history
The LÉ Niamh has become the first
Irish naval vessel to navigate through
the Panama Canal. The 41.7 nautical
mile voyage took eight hours. Her commanding officer, Lieutenant
Commander Ken Minehane, from
Bantry, Co Cork said it was a huge honour. ‘The fact that we were the first Irish
naval vessel through the Magellan
Straits, and now the Panama Canal has
added a great sense of history to the
voyage,’ he said.
Irish Examiner, June 19th

■

Donnelly Obelisk denies
Vandals
Vandals who recently attacked Dan
Donnelly’s monument on the Curragh
found the historic structure as
indestructible as the legendary Irish
champion himself was in the bareknuckle prize ring 200 years ago. The
perpetrators of the senseless act, which
took place a month ago, are not known
and no one is sure what methods they
used in their attempt to destroy the
ancient memorial.
Evening Herald, June 19th

■

Air Corps ‘should return
to rescue missions’
A former head of the Air Corps,
Brigadier General John O’Brien, has
called for the service to be formally
asked to resume maritime search-andrescue missions. Air Corps helicopter
pilots and crew last flew maritime
search-and-rescue (SAR) missions in
2004 and work has since been carried
out by civilian operators.
Irish Independent, June 21st

■

Death of Lieut Gen
O’Sullivan
The death has taken place of Lieut Gen
Gerry O’Sullivan, a former chief of staff
of the Defence Forces. Lieut Gen
O’Sullivan, who was born in 1923 in
Dublin, dedicated his entire career to
the Army, spending much of his service
abroad serving on United Nations
missions.
The Irish Times, June 22nd

Jack & Jill
Day Out
On June 19th, a combined force of over 20
troopers (2 Cav Sqn) and gunners (2 Fd Arty
Regt) invaded the grounds of the Royal
Hospital Kilmainham, Dublin to assist the
Jack & Jill Charity in their fundraising
appeal. Visitor to the hospital got a chance to
see some of the latest vehicles, armour and
equipment currently in service. The Air Corps
Pipe Band was on site to provide some
musical entertainment and the soldiers
present were only too glad to show off their
wares. Well done to all who help to make the
day a success. All photos by: Gnr Jonathan
Clarke (2 Fd Arty Regt).
Top: The Air Corps Pipe Band with an admirer.
Left: Tpr Bolger (2 Cav Sqn) gives a group of Spanish
ladies a personal tour of the Mowag MRV.
Below: Cpl Burke (2 Fd Arty Regt) and his new friends
pose for the camera.
Bottom: Three potential recruits take aim.
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Bosnia Tour

Minister of State Mr Martin Mansergh TD visited the 43
Irish troops serving with EUFOR in Bosnia and
Herzegovina on June 1st. The minister met the troops
and Austrian Maj Gen Bernhard Bair (Comd EUFOR) at
their base in Camp Butmir, Sarajevo. Mr Mansergh also
attended a summit on the Balkans along with 27 other
EU Nations, the US, Russia, Turkey and the six Balkan
nations in Sarajevo on June 2nd. Cpl Niamh Casey is
seen here briefing Minister Mansergh (above) at Camp
Butmir. The other photo (above right) shows (l-r): Comdt
Gary McKeown, Lt Cols Brian Lineman, Michael
McDermott, Minister Mansergh, Lt Col Sean Clancy and
Cpl Niamh Casey. Photo courtesy of: Comdt Gavin Young
(EUFOR).

Spanish Armada
In June a group of Spanish Army officers visited Finner
Camp, taking a break from their English language course
held at the Donegal English School, Bundoran. The
group got a tour of the camp, viewed some of the
weapons currently in service and were treated to a lunch,
hosted by Lt Col Michael Meehan (OC 28 Inf Bn). Photo
courtesy of: Capt Daniel Sheeran (Sp Coy, 28 Inf Bn).

Vampire Reunion
Pictured at the Vampire reunion at Casement
Aerodrome on June 3rd are former pilots Brig Gen
Jeremiah B O’Connor and Capt Ronnie McPartland.
On May 5th 1961, the then Comdt O’Connor and
Cdt McPartland were flying on a routine training
flight when the control of their Vampire was lost.
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The instructor, Comdt O’Connor ordered his
student to eject, a first and unique incident in Air
Corps history. Cdt McPartland’s parachute opened
and he landed safely in Cavan, while Comdt
O’Connor was able to return his Vampire to
Baldonnel, minus his canopy and cadet!
During the reunion, some 200 former pilots and
crews gathered to remember the De Havilland
Vampire, the first jet aircraft to enter service with
the Air Corps in 1956. The highlight of the day was

an aerial display, organised by Capt Geoffrey
O’Byrne-White (Retd), now of CityJet in one of the
few remaining Vampires (flew in from the UK). The
sight of the twin-boom jet and, more particularly,
its distinctive whistling noise brought back many
fond memories.
Photos courtesy
of: Lt Col Kevin
Byrne.
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ONE Convention
On June 13th-15th, over 100 delegates travelled
from the numerous countrywide branches of the
Organisation for National Ex-Servicemen and
Women (ONE) to the Crown Plaza Hotel,
Dundalk for this year’s annual convention. Apart
from the usual debates and workshops that come
with convention, the gathering was an opportunity to catch up with former colleagues and
friends. Pictured (below and right) are some of
the ONE members and guests who attended.
Photos by: Seán Shinnors (Fr James Gilmore
Br ONE).

Above: Noel Hayes (Mullingar Br), Maj Gen David O’Morchoe (Retd) CB CBE (Royal British Legion - Ireland),
Mr Dermot Ahern TD (Minister for Justice), Martin Coyne and Lt Gen Gerry McMahon DSM (Retd).
Left: Martin Coyne (Pres ONE) with Mark Bellew (Chair Dundalk Town Council).
Below: The ONE unveiled its new pipe and drums band at the convention. It has a mixture of both experienced
ex-PDF bandsmen and younger musicans.

IUNVA
Book
Launch
The Irish United Nations
Veterans Association
(IUNVA) launched a booklet
to mark the association’s
21st anniversary in May.
Pictured here at the launch
are (l-r): Tommy Maloney
(Sec Post 1 Dublin), Dan
Garland (IUNVA Nat Sec)
and George Kirwan (IUNVA
PRO). IUNVA provides
comradeship, advice and
counselling services to
members and their families.
Photo by: Cpl Paul O’Neill.
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• In light of the international outcry,
Israel is considering easing the
blockade if it can secure assurances
from the UN and the EU that they can
ensure no arms or banned materials
can get into the Gaza Strip by sea.

 Asia
• Pakistan security forces arrested an
American armed with a pistol, a
sword and night vision goggles in
northern Pakistan. Gary Brooks
Faulkner told police investigators he
was on a mission to kill Osama bin
Laden. He was picked up in the
Chitral region and the Pakistani
authorities said the American
intended to travel to the eastern
Afghan region of Nuristan.

CAPTIONS

 Europe
• In June, the Irish Government
expelled an Israeli diplomat over the
use of forged Irish passports in the
assassination of a Hamas leader in
Dubai. Following an investigation by
the Gardai and the Passport Office,
Minister for Foreign Affairs Micheál
Martin announced the expulsion as up
to six forged Irish passports were
used by suspects involved in the
killing of Mahmoud al Mabhouh in
January. The Israeli Intelligence
Service, Mossad are believed to have
carried out the assassination and its
agents also used forged Australian
and British passports to conceal
their identities. Both the British and
the Australians have concluded the
forgeries were most likely the work of
a state intelligence service and that
there were compelling reasons to
believe Israel was responsible.
Israel continues to deny any
involvement in the killing.

• The UK’s military death toll in
Afghanistan reached 300, following
the death of a Royal Marine from 40
Commando. He died on June 21st in a
Birmingham hospital from injures
sustained in Helmand on June 12th.
The UK Armed Forces have over
10,000 forces still operating as part
of the NATO-ISAF mission in the
country.

 Africa
• Two Darfur rebel leaders, Abdallah
Banda Abakaer Nourain and Saleh
Mohammed Jerbo Jamus have
surrendered to the International
Criminal Court in The Hague. They are
connected with the deaths of 12
African Union peacekeepers in 2007.
In a statement, the ICC said the two
suspects will face charges of murder;
intentionally directing attacks against
peacekeeping personnel and stealing

property. Sudan’s President Omar
al-Bashir was indicted on war crimes
by the ICC last year. The UN has
estimated some 300,000 people have
been killed in Darfur and more than
2.6 million displaced since rebels took
up arms in 2003.
• In Somalia, militants threatened football fans that they would be flogged if
they were caught watching the World
Cup on TV. Islamic gangs patrolled
the Somali streets as dedicated fans
watched the matches in secret in the
few areas controlled by government
forces.

 Americas
• Suspected terrorist Faisal Shahzad,
who was arrested following the
attempted bombing of Times Square
in New York told a US court how he
trained with the Pakistani Taliban to
build bombs before returning to the
US to launch an attack.
Shahzad who considers himself a
Muslim soldier admitted leaving an
SUV rigged with a homemade bomb
in Times Squares on May 1st. The
bomb failed to go off and Shahzad
was arrested trying to leave the
country.
• Meanwhile in Colombia, security
forces rescued three hostages from a
Farc guerrilla prison. The three
freed, Police Gen Luis Mendieta, Col
Enrique Murillo and Army Sgt Arbey
Delgado, had all been held captive
since 1998. The rescue mission,
code-named Operation Chameleon
involved hundreds of Colombian
troops and was month in the planning
ever since the government located the
guerrilla jungle hideaway in March.

• In Northern Ireland, the long awaited
Saville Report on the events
surrounding Bloody Sunday 1972 were
released. The commission which
lasted 12 years and cost £195m
cleared the names of all those who
were killed by the British Army during
the Civil Rights march in Derry.
• The British Prime Minister David
Cameron speaking in London gave an
unreserved apology on behalf of his
government and the United Kingdom
to the families of all those who died or
were injured.

 The Middle East
• In June, Israeli military forces boarded the 1,200-tonne MV Rachel Corrie
cargo ship as it tried to break the
Israeli blockade of the Gaza Strip. The
ship was brought into the Israeli port
of Ashdod and all activtists and crew
were initially detained and then
deported.
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On June 23rd, US President Barak Obama appointed Gen David Petraeus as his new commander in
Afghanistan after Gen Stanley McChrystal resigned following his recent negative comments he made in a
Rolling Stone magazine article.

12/07/2010

16:09

Page 11

Lt Gen
Dermot
Earley
DSM

The following eulogy was given by the
Chief of Sta ff, Lt Gen Sean McCann, at
the Requiem Mass to the former Chief
of Sta ff, Lt Gen Dermot Earley DSM on
June 26th 2010 in St Conleth’s Church,
N ewbridge, Co Kildare.

‘No man is an island… any
man’s death diminishes me,
because I am involved in
mankind, and therefore
never send to know
for whom the bell
tolls; it tolls for
1
thee.’

AN APPRECIATION

00-An Cos-july-aug-10 (p11-17)

And when, as now, the death in
question is that of Dermot Earley,
we who knew him are affected to
an extent, that even at this
moment, we know that we are
diminished and would remain
so, except that Dermot would
not have it that way.
He has left us inspiration to
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pull ourselves up by our bootstraps, vision to surmount any obstacles, and enthusiasm to relish
any challenge.
I cannot speak of Dermot without the word
indomitable coming to my mind, as it does now as well as inspirational, talented and in the
military and non-military sense, supreme.
His 44 years of distinguished service in the
Defence Forces, Óglaigh na hÉireann, are replete
with examples of his sheer brilliance. His
outstanding representation of Ireland at the
highest levels of the United Nations in New York;
his inspirational Command of a Battalion in
Lebanon; and his visionary direction of the
modernisation of the Defence Forces all brought
great honour to the organisation both nationally
and internationally.
We remember well his appearance on The Late
Late Show in 2008, in advance of our deployment
to Chad, when, with easy familiarity with the
equipment, the personnel, the audience and the
viewers, his lightly-worn professionalism
reassured a nation that the Defence Forces, of
which he was Chief of Staff, were competent,
well-equipped, motivated and well-led.

Dermot had a rare
talent to inspire and to
motivate. His very presence
would galvanise us and stir
something inside each of us,
which made us believe that
we were capable of any
undertaking. He had
personal charm, and
genuine interest in others,
which made everyone feel
important.
He was generous, kind and imbued with a
great sense of humanity. His vice-like handshake
and engaging eye contact conveyed his confidence and belief in the men and women of the
Defence Forces, which he was so proud to lead.
Like his predecessors, Dermot viewed the
Defence Forces as an institution through which
the young men and women of Ireland would pass
to become better citizens.
Dermot was, of course, an exceptional
sportsman. He won numerous awards during a
long and illustrious career. Yet he suffered none
of the hubris, which often afflicts great champions and leaders. He was blessed with a unique
blend of determination and humility, and took
great satisfaction in the accomplishments of
others. While he was known as the outstanding
Gaelic footballer of his generation, not a lot of
people know that he was an accomplished
rugby player. This is probably because, in an era
when the ban was in existence, considerable
subterfuge accompanied the very mention of
rugby. Therefore, when spectators sought to
ascertain the identity of the magnificent full
back playing for Army Rugby Teams, who just
happened to bear a striking resemblance to
Dermot Earley, reference to the team sheet
would confirm NOT Lieutenant Earley, but
rather, Lieutenant Late.
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In more recent years, Dermot enjoyed nothing
more than a Saturday morning game of golf with
a group of close friends in the Curragh Golf Club.
He thoroughly enjoyed these games, primarily
because he had little difficulty in reaching the
standard of his fellow players. He soon discovered that golf is a great leveller, and that his rank
afforded him no protection against the withering
banter, which dominated proceedings. I must
concede that even a natural leadership such as
his could not inspire the members of the group
beyond a mediocre performance.

While Dermot was an
exceptional soldier, he
was also a son, a husband,
a father, a brother
and in recent times,
a grandfather to Oisín.
He took great pride in his family, and rejoiced
in their many achievements. We are here today in
solidarity with Dermot’s family, grieving as they
do, at the loss of a great man. We can only admire
their dignity and composure in this, their darkest
hour. The military baton now passes to his son,
Dermot, and I can assure him, as I do all of the
Earley family, that the Defence Forces stand with
them at this time.
It is not yet a fortnight since Dermot retired
from the ranks of Óglaigh na hÉireann. His
untimely death brings to mind the words of the
Parliamentarian Herbert, who said ‘I have had a
life of great happiness. A short one perhaps, but
an active one. I have not done all I wished, but I
have tried to do my best.’
Although taken from us too soon, Dermot
leaves a legacy of which few can boast, and one
from which all of us can draw comfort at this difficult time. His vision and professionalism have
ensured that the level of training, equipment and
leadership in the Defence Forces he led, are truly
world class.
It is difficult to speak calmly or dispassionately on the loss of Dermot Earley. To paraphrase PS
O’Hegarty on the death of Davis2, he was our
Chief, he held us together, informed us, inspired
us; told each of us what work we ought to be
doing and motivated us do it. He radiated charm
and coloured us with his professionalism. He was
our appointed leader and our chosen leader.
As we mourn his passing, I speak for every
member of Óglaigh na hÉireann when I say:
‘Who is the happy
warrior, who is he that every man in arms
would wish to be.’3
That man was Dermot Earley.

Leaba i measc na
laochra Gael go
raibh aige.
(May he rest among the Irish warriors.)■
Footnotes
1 Devotions XVII, by John Donne
2 John Mitchell, by PS O’Hegarty
3 The Character of the Happy Warrior, by William
Wordsworth.
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In 1960, the Defence Forces
ceded to a request for Irish
troops to serve with the UN
in the Congo. This four-year
mission was one of the
most seminal episodes in
our military history, which
commenced nearly 50 years
of unbroken overseas service. Here, veterans of the
Congo reflect on their
experiences in deepest,
darkest Africa.

Willie Redmond
(32, 36 Inf Bns and 2 Inf Gp)
I was 17 in 1960 and I had just come off a
radio operator’s course, so I ended up with
HQ Company on my first trip to the Congo.
I did three tours, seeing the mission from
start to finish. The Congo is a beautiful,
breathtaking country. I saw jungle, villages,
modern cities, volcanoes, and exotic fruits
and animals. It broke my heart to hear of
the atrocities committed in the Congo and
the surrounding countries in recent years.
I still remember to this day standing
ready to board the plane with a plastic bag
of ham sandwiches, an apple and an
orange. Most of us had never even seen a
plastic bag before.
On the first trip, we initially went to Kivu
Province where it was relatively quiet. We
spent three months there from late July to
October 1960, before we were moved to
Katanga where things were very different
and our lads had a tough time.
On my second trip, I remember being a

CONGO
VETERANS
REMEMBER
By Wesley Bourke

radio operator with
the mortar platoon
as they went in to
take the Tunnel.
That was quite
hairy.
On my last tour,
I was in a place
called Kolwezi.
That was a relatively quiet trip.
As a radio
operator things
didn’t change
much in those days. When you went on
duty the headphones went on for eight
hours straight. There were no mobile
phones back then, or rear link communications back to Ireland, and the mail took up
to six weeks to get there. At platoon level
we used a little radio called the ‘88’ with a
range, if conditions were good, of up to a
mile-and-a-half. A ‘31’-radio set went on
your back and if you were lucky you might
get ten miles with that. To stop the likes of
the Belgian Gendarmerie listening in,
Irish was often spoken.
Because of the sheer distances in the
Congo, Morse code provided all communications beyond company-level, as units
could be up to 200 miles apart. We used
the C12 radio set and I was able to get up
to 25 words a minute - that was about 100
characters (individual letters, figures or
punctuation marks).
Initially there was no rear-link communications with Ireland and we had to relay
our messages to Ireland via Fr Stone, an
Irish priest in Uganda who was a ham radio
operator. Later Philips Communications
set up a radio system in the Curragh that
could transmit and receive from the Congo.
They were fantastic times when you think
back. We were young and it was all very
exciting.
AN COSANTÓIR
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Jim ‘Nobby’ Clarke
(36 Inf Bn and UN Headquarters
Leopoldville )
Our battalion
march-past took
place on December
4th 1961 and was
reviewed by An
Taoiseach, Seán
Lemass. Two days
later we set off on a
gruelling 26 hour
flight to Wheelus
Airbase in Libya,
then to Kano in
Nigeria, and then on
to Leopoldville. We had no idea where we
were going and all we knew was that the
Congo had a lot of natural resources.
Although we had heard some stories of
mercenaries such as ‘Mad Mick Hoare’ - a
self proclaimed ‘Irish major’.
After landing in Leopoldville we were
brought to the infamous Martini transit
camp, where we were introduced to the
common enemy ‘the mosquito’ - the place
was alive with them. We went out in
bull’s-wool uniform, though we eventually
got tropical kit. I specifically remember
the ‘snake boots’. They came up your leg
and you tucked your trousers into them to
keep the snakes and insects out.
Instead of going to Niunzu, as originally
planned we were told we were going to
Élisabethville, where the situation had
declined after Tshombe had broken away
from the central government and had set up
there. We were told to prepare ourselves for
a warlike situation and I remember the
chaplain came and blessed us. Another
flight of a thousand miles followed, and as
we were coming in to land, we came under
fire and the plane took several hits, knocking out an engine.
We were straight into it. The 35th Infantry
Battalion was pulling out and we took over
their trenches right away. In the first ten
days we took four casualties in A Company:
two died of wounds, Corporal Mick Fallon
and Sergeant Paddy Mulcahy, and two were
killed in action, Lieutenant Paddy Riordan
and Private Andy Wickham. Another chap,
Corporal John Moore, died of natural causes in March 1962. We were constantly in the
thick of it and our company took a further 20
casualties. At one stage, we were under
constant bombardment for four days in a
place called Liege Crossroads.
On December 16th we were given the
objective of taking ‘the Tunnel’, a main
artery into Élisabethville that ran under railway tracks, where the Gendarmerie, supported by mercenaries, were dug in. The battle went on all day, with every contingent
involved taking casualties.
By the New Year things died down and in
March an Irish group led by Harry Bailey
came out to entertain us. That was a happy
change for everyone.
We went out as peacekeepers, but ended
up as peace-enforcers. Because of the
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courage and sacrifice of A Company, we
became the most decorated company in the
Defence Forces with 14 DSMs.
On a happy note I met my wife, Monica,
after she replied to an ad in the paper for
people to write to Irish soldiers serving in the
Congo.

Tom Feeney
(33 Inf Bn and 2 Inf Gp)
I was a 20-year-old
Corporal with the 2nd
Motor Squadron in
1960 and my wife,
Nora, was pregnant
with our first child
when I headed off to
the Congo. When we
landed in the US Air
Force base in Libya, I
had the bull’s-wool
tunic all buttoned up,
leggings, a shovel and
a pack with a blanket.
An American airman said to us, ‘Where you
guys off to?’ When we said ‘the Congo’ he
laughed and said, ‘Are you sure you’re not
going to Alaska?’
When we landed at Kamina airbase the
heat hit us straight away. It was a different
world. My brother Paddy was in No 2 Platoon
and I was in No 3 Platoon, A Company, based
in the village of Niemba.
Needless to say, the heat and the bull’swool uniforms didn’t go well together. The
Swedes gave us tropical kit, but they were big
men and the uniforms didn’t fit, so the tailors
worked overtime to get them ready for us. The
Belgians gave us trucks and jeeps. That’s just
the way it was – we were all in it together.
There was a lot of patrolling into the villages - arms searches, gathering information
and keeping the roads and villages secure,
so the locals could get about their daily
business and get on with their lives.
You had to learn the local Swahili, as the
interpreters we had simply couldn’t be trusted; they were always passing on information
regarding our patrol times, how many we
were, and where we were going - that sort of
thing. About two months into the tour, the
Balubas tore down a bridge over the
Luweyeye River near Niemba and the locals
couldn’t bring in supplies. No 2 Platoon sent a
patrol out to secure the area so the bridge
could be fixed. When the patrol didn’t come
home, we heard the word what had happened
on the radio. They had been ambushed and we
had no idea at the time if they were only missing or if there was casualties. As it turned out,
Paddy, my brother, was with platoon HQ and
hadn’t been on the patrol. Later, the Ethiopian
contingent found the bodies. That sent a
shock throughout the whole UN force.
Paddy escorted the coffins home to
Ireland and you can see him in the famous
picture marching with the cortège down
O’Connell Street. While he was home, he
dropped into Nora to see my first-born. We
withdrew from the area after that and the
Ethiopians took over.

We only had the Enfield .303 rifle, but
after the ambush the 34th Battalion was
issued with Gustav sub-machine guns to
increase their rate of fire.
My second trip was quieter. We were
there for nine months and spent a lot of our
time gathering up all the equipment and
handing over the camps.

Francie O’Brien
(39 Inf Bn)
I was 17 when we
formed up with
the 39th Infantry
Battalion in April 1963
to relieve the 38th
Infantry Battalion in
the Congo. Ours was
the second-last group
to serve in the Congo
and I was delighted to
get out there. By that
time it seemed like
everyone had been to
the Congo so it was
exciting that it was our turn at last.
We flew into Kolwezi, a mining town down
near Rhodesia and Angola. At the time our
mission was to try and keep the fragile peace
between the Armée Nationale Congolaise
(ANC) and Moise Tshombe’s Gendarmerie
forces. In our area the two main tribes were
the Lunda, who were pro-Tshombe, and the
Chokwe, who were pro-ANC.
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I was based with HQ Company in
Kolwezi and when we got called out you
knew things were bad. To us it was all an
exciting adventure, but we were so young
that we really didn’t understand the
dangers.
We had to get our rations from Élisabethville, which was about 200 miles away.
We had a great cook, Sergeant Charlie
Loftus and like the rest of the contingents,
we supplemented our food with local fruits.
By that time, we were using the FN rifle and
the Gustav, and we had six Swedish APCs,
armed with twin Madison machine guns.
They where driven by troopers from the
Armoured Group and some of our infantry
lads. When we were in tight situations,
these were an invaluable asset.
It was from the Congo that the army term
‘mingy’ comes from. It was a local word
meaning ‘plenty’. Later our troops would
bring the term to Lebanon where it became
such a common term.
In the Congo, the best thing we had was
our command structure. Okay, some of our
equipment wasn’t the best, but our training
and discipline taught us to follow orders
and to be honest; that kept us alive. One
man I’d like to mention is Sgt Kevin
McDonald who served in the Congo at the
same time as me. I didn’t know him then,
but I later married his daughter.
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Archie Raeside
(32 and 33 Inf Bns)
When the Congo
came up they
realised that nobody
had any photographs
or film from there. I
was an Airman in the
drawing room in
Baldonnel. Though I
wasn’t an actual
photographer, my
CO knew I had an
interest in photography having made
several films around
the Air Corps.
My first job was to film the officers
meeting De Valera up in Áras an
Uachtaráin. We flew out on Hercules C130s
arriving in Goma, near Lake Kivu, just
beside the Rwandan border. When we
arrived at 6am there was thousands of
tribe’s people from all over the surrounding
areas. We didn’t know whether they were
going to greet us or God knows what. So,
the pipe band formed up and marched out
of the aircraft. They loved it and started to
march behind them. It was some way to
break the ice.
I was officially attached to HQ Company
and my job was to film anything that was of
interest and send it back. I would go on
patrols with the companies and what an
amazing place. Up through Lake Albert and
Albert National Park where you saw elephants, hippos and giraffes, you name it. Of
course, I would film the patrols as well - it
wasn’t just a safari for me. I would do other
jobs also, like go up a hill on the border and
film the Belgian and Congo army encampments. When I arrived in the Congo, my
dark room equipment didn’t make it and the
Irish Independent newspaper photographer
gave me his when they left. I eventually got
mine back in Wheelus airbase on the way
home.
Initially, I had no problem taking photographs or filming the locals. They never saw
me as a threat. It was just a white man and
his camera and they would let me snap
away at their day-to-day lives. However,
because the situation was not good, it was
decided I should be armed. Naturally,
enough people didn’t like having their photos taken anymore. When nothing was being
sent back, the rifle was taken off me. One
time I flew into Stanleyville, this was
Lumumba territory and he had just
announced on Brazzaville Radio, ‘All white
troops must leave’.
I was then attached to SCOMEP HQ in
Élisabethville. Tshombe was trying to break
away Katanga from the Congo and the UN
was trying to establish a presence. I was
only there when the telex came in that an
Irish patrol had been ambushed at Niemba.
Capt Bunworth said, ‘you better get up
there.’ I ended up having to hitch a flight
with a DC-3 pilot. I had to fly a 1,000 miles
back to Goma and then onto Albertville,

where the 33rd Infantry Battalion was based.
I then got a flight in a Sikorsky-55 helicopter
to Niemba. There was still a lot happening in
the elephant grass and the patrols couldn’t
get to the ambush site. They got there in the
end when other contingents came into help.
I then finished the rest of the tour with the
33rd Infantry Battalion.
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Chris McQuaid
(2 Inf Gp)
Since I was contacted about this article,
I’ve gone back
through all my memories of the Congo. I
was only 17 and it’s
only now I realise
what a privilege it
was to have served
there and have those
memories.
I was on 72 hours
ED (excused duty)
with a toothache
when the Sergeant Major called me. ‘Turn to
the right!’ he said. ‘That’s fine. You’re off to
the Congo.’ I was part of a group whose contract said that we would serve overseas if
required. Naturally my mother and father
were in shock.
Our company commander, Joe
Fitzpatrick, had been to the Congo before,
and we had a few guys like him who knew
what to expect and how to deal with different situations. Noel O’Lynch had been the
post commander at Niemba at the time of
the ambush and Dan Mannix had a DSM
from previous Congo service.
At the start of the tour, our mission consisted of security, patrolling and that sort of
thing. When we went to Camp Ruaraí we
were involved in a few operations; cordon
searches; long range patrols and sweeps
through the villages. One time when we
were in Kolwezi, the baker’s wife was raped
and there was all sorts going on. Needless
to say we were frightened, but you wouldn’t
admit it.
You were homesick and there was no
leave rotation back then. It was so hot that if
you weren’t on duty it was compulsory to
take a siesta everyday. The medic came
around to check on everyone because they
couldn’t take the risk of anyone coming
down with sunstroke. As the tour came to a
close, our job then was to secure all Irish
equipment and get it ready to be shipped
home. This took us to several different
places. One time we were in Élisabethville
and we passed through the Tunnel, where we
genuflected in memory of what had happened there. You have to remember when we
were back in Collins Barracks, Dublin; the
guys that had served in the Congo were
heroes to us. Some of these guys had been
wounded and had medals. Some of them
were only a year or two older than you were,
but you wouldn’t dare talk to them, but if
they spoke to you, well, what a privilege. It
was an amazing experience.
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Leo O’Neill

Noel Carey

(2 Armd Gp)

(35 Inf Bn)

I was a vehicle recovery
expert with the 2nd
Garrison Transport
Company and by the
time the Congo came
around I was 27. I was
only a private, but like
most specialists, I had
spent time in Bolton
Street Tech, doing all the
various vehicle courses.
Commandant Frank
Lawless, Cavalry
Workshops and Company Sergeant Mick
Sullivan, Depot Cavalry Squadron, knew I
could drive 4x4s, saloons, recovery and
tracked vehicles, so I was put on the list to
travel.
We were based just outside Leopoldville in
a place called Camp Duro in an old steel factory. The buildings had no roofs, which
allowed the heat to escape. At night you
could hear what sounded like screaming and
scurrying movement. It was the Congo, so
God knows what it was. As it turned out, the
place was alive with rats. So between them
and the mosquitoes, you were kept busy.
All around us were Indians, Pakistanis and
Swedes. There were signals, field hospitals
and even an anti-aircraft unit. Our unit was a
Force Mobile Reserve. We could be called to
go anywhere 24/7. We had the Bedford 4x4
truck, the Ferret armoured Car, the Willys jeep
and two-wheel-drive ‘White Lady’ (SKPF
Swedish APCs). Earlier units had used the
Ford armoured car and the White Lady trucks,
but the Congo got the better of them. The
Bedfords and Ferrets were brand new and
from England. We had to drive to the port of
Matadi to pick them up 300 miles away. On the
drive back we noticed something wrong with
the engines. As it turned out, they had all been
filled with anti-freeze. This is grand for transporting them at sea or driving around the
Arctic, but not in the Congo heat. The engines
kept boiling over, until we coped on to what the
problem was.
My job was to follow the squadron when it
got called out in a recovery vehicle. This was
a modified Bedford and the wheels we had
were road wheels, not suitable for the jungle
tracks. The trucks were big and got stuck. I
could tow a Bedford but not lift one. If one
broke down, we had to call in the Indians with
their heavy recovery vehicles.
If an incident occurred, we would be called
out, but after driving for six hours you might be
told to turn back. We had armour and the
trucks could carry 30 lads each, so when they
heard we were coming they’d disappear.
One thing you noticed over there was the
fact that at 6pm, the sun went down. On the
equator, the sun goes up and down as quick
as you can turn off and on a light. Any work
that had to be done on the vehicles we did
between 4 and 11am - before it got too hot.
Sure when you came home, people though
your joking when you told them the
stories.

The following is an
abridged version of a
talk Noel Carey gave
to The Cadet
Association in 2009.
In April 1961, I
got word that I was
to serve as a commander
(Lieutenant) of No 3
Platoon, A
Company. We
assembled in
Athlone under Commandant Pat Quinlan.
He set out certain objectives - physical fitness, weapons training and intensive platoon training. I found it hard to measure up
to his demands.
We arrived in the Congo to a very tense
Élisabethville. Tshombe was president of
Katanga with an army of around 7,000, a
Gendarme of 5,000 and an air force. It was a
very rich mineral province. We had a strict
routine of PT, anti-riot drill and range practice. One time we went on patrol to de Lolo,
300 miles away on the Angolan border. We
were to bring back the wife and family of a
new minister in Leopoldville. Our mission
was successful, although we did lose an
armoured car and truck. We arrived back
late and exhausted, but waiting for us was a
new mission. We were tasked to capture the
Gendarmerie building in Élisabethville at
0500 hours the next morning. This was part
of Operation Rumpunch. The operation was
successful in the sense that we captured
and deported over 100 gendarmerie.
However, they came back across the
Rhodesian border into Katanga with new
mercenaries.
On September 3rd, the company received
orders to be packed and be ready to move out
to Jadotville by 1300 hours. Our mission was
to protect the white population in the event of
rioting. We departed in great haste in our
Swedish APCs and two Armoured Cars.
We were told to leave behind our 81mm
Mortars and emergency rations. A week
prior to our departure, a Swedish Company
and B Company, 35th Infantry Battalion had
been sent to Jadotville with the same mission. However, the white population did not
want them there. We met them on their way
home.
We were positioned just outside the town
of about 10,000 whites, mainly working for the
mining company and 100,000 Katangan workers. Commandant Quinlan on the Monday
paid a visit to the mayor, who told him to get
out of Jadotville. We got reports from a Miles
Carney, an Irishman working in the mines that
the mercenary officers were stirring up trouble in the native villages. On Wednesday, the
Katangan Army appeared in their vehicles,
armed and tried to provoke us. Commandant
Quinlan then placed a jeep with a machine
gun on the main road and he was convinced
that something was about to happen and
ordered us to dig in and camouflage.
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On the Saturday, our supply truck was
stopped on the Lufira Bridge. Later, I had to
go into town with three NCOs to show the
flag. I was stopped at the railway gates and
a Belgian officer said I could not enter the
town. I reported back and the CO contacted
the battalion HQ and asked for orders to
withdraw, as the situation was declining. He
was told to stay where he was. Commandant
Quinlan was so concerned, that he sent
Capt Liam Donnelly with the MO to Élisabethville to see the batallion commander
and express the gravity of the situation. They
were informed there was nothing to worry
about.
On Wednesday September 13th,
Operation Morthor was taking place in Élisabethville against Katangan forces. We then
got reports of Katangan troops gathering in
town. At 1000 hours mortar rounds and HMG
fire started landing in our positions. At 1100

hours shouts came from the forward trenches that Katangans were attacking our front. I
jumped into a Bren gun trench and we gave
flanking fire. They were trying to cut the
company in half by attacking No 2 Platoon.
After getting to within 300 yards of our
trenches, they broke and fell back.
We started taking casualties from sniper
fire. We were dirty, tired and sunburnt. When
word came that a relief column was on the
way, we were elated. However, they got
stopped at Lufira Bridge and withdrew. The
CO asked us (the officers) not to tell the
lads.
On the Thursday, we came under fire
again. Sergeant Tommy Kelly took on the
Katangan mortars with his 60mm mortar. At
that time, mortar shrapnel hit Sergeant
Wally Hegraty. Around noon we heard a
plane and some lads waved thinking it was
UN. It came back an hour later and swooped
in, dive-bombed and strafed our positions
with machinegun fire. It was a dreadful feeling and I never felt so vulnerable. All the
time, the firing continued. This really

14/07/2010

shocked us. The Fouga aircraft came back
again.
Our CO was everywhere, encouraging
and leading. At dusk another attack came in
directed between Support and No 2
Platoons. Morale remained high. That night,
we captured British and French mercenaries, who actually thought we had surrendered. The Friday was the same. Firing continued along the lines and the Fouga
returned. This time a bomb buried two of
Support Platoon. That afternoon we came
under heavy mortar fire. I was scared, but
could not show it. All I could think was that I
had volunteered for this. Food and water
started to run out. The local mayor threatened us with annihilation. Saturday was a
memorable day. A relief column of B
Company and Gurkhas was heading for us.
However, the Katangans blew the bridge
and this time the Fouga directed its fire at

them. They took casualties and were forced
to withdraw. I remember under fire, Private
Miller on the radio saying to me, ‘Sir, do you
think real war is like this.’
A brave pilot flew a helicopter in with ten
jerry cans of water to us. However, the water
was contaminated. Mail was also delivered.
I was handed a bill for £2 from the book club
in the UK. A ceasefire was announced. The
Fouga was grounded and water was turned
back on. For the first time in three days we
left out trenches. On the Sunday the CO
went into Jadotville. He went into a bar full
of mercenaries and they stood up and saluted him. That night we were asked to surrender. We were completely surrounded by 3,000
Katangans. Our situation was dire. We had
no food, water or ammunition. We had six
casualties, no transport to try a breakout, no
relief, and no air support. The armoured cars
alone had fired over 5,000 rounds each. We
wanted to fight on, but knew it would be
futile. Commandant Quinlan had to make a
dreadful decision, but he knew if we fought
on we would be wiped out. The decision was
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made. I felt dreadful, disappointed and
ashamed that I had let down my men. On
Monday September 18th, we surrendered
and were held as POWs for six weeks. On
returning home to Athlone we were treated
like heroes. It took two more years for
Jadotville to be recaptured.

Tom Hurley
(33, 37 Inf Bns and 1 Inf Gp)
I was a 21-year-old
Corporal wireless
operator. Initially, I
was with HQ
Company, but then I
was sent out to the
companies. The heat,
precarious mail, dog
biscuits, powdered
milk, powdered potatoes, mosquitoes,
flies in your bread
and a bit of jam if you
were lucky was the
order of the day. HQ was based in
Albertville in an old convent. I was the first
operator to make contact with the 32nd
Infantry Battalion, who where on the other
side of the country.
We were made very aware of how the
tribe’s people used whatever they had to
attack you with. There were no niceties in
the Congo. The Pygmy’s used blowpipes and
put poison on fish-like hooks. So if they
went into you, they had to be surgically
removed. One time I was sent out to a power
station in Bendera. The companies basically
took turns guarding the station. I was operating the C12 radio, using both in English
and Irish. Most of the time you weren’t
thinking of what was happening with the situation in the Congo. All of the political talk
went over our heads and you were just so
busy. I remember though being on duty and
you could hear all the conversations going
on during the search for the lads at Niemba.
I later served with C Company, 37th
Infantry Battalion near Élisabethville. Lake
Tanganyika was beside us. Beautiful, but we
weren’t allowed in because there were mites
that would get into your liver. The job was
pretty much the same. You were either in
camp on duty or out on patrol in the back of
a Land rover. The locals went about their
daily business as much as they could. We
were there to provide security. However,
when I was with the Armoured Group, we
were the first white troops into South Kasaï.
We had this Doctor called ‘Badger’ Burke, a
right character. He gave us our extra inoculations and he had fought in the Spanish
Civil War.
Everywhere I went, I took photographs.
One time in Kimina, the mercenaries had a
Fouga jet and they use to come in and strafe
us. I got a photo of the lads on the airbase
fixing this UN plane. Then all of a sudden, in
screams this Fouga and blows it up. I have a
picture of the flaming wreck. I got some fantastic shots of the villages, the people and
Congo. Amazing times.

Joe Mullan
(32 and 38 Inf Bns)
I was 16 and in
Duncannon Fort on
summer camp, when
a muster parade was
called asking for volunteers for the
Congo. Next you
knew, we were formed
up, got blessed and
heading off. I was
with No 2 Platoon,
HQ Company. On
landing in Goma
there was thousands there to greet us. All
looking at these white Irish sweltering in
their woollen uniforms. My job was in the
QM stores with BQMS Harrington and
Corporal Frank Fogarty. The rations then
weren’t great, but because we were the ones
that unloaded the planes, we got to keep certain things that fell out of boxes. Cigarettes
were a big thing then and they came 50 to a
tin. Another aspect of the job was to fly in a
DC-3 and re-supply all the companies.
Near the end of my first trip, we were
moved to Kimina airbase, which was previously occupied by the Congolese Army and
Mad Mick Hoare. We had to get the place
fixed up for the battalions to form up and fly
home. The airbase was awfully big and I
remember doing guard there at the ammunition dump, and to get back to my billet you
had to pass the jungle. Let me tell you, I was
scared. The Congolese Army then decided
they wanted the airbase back, so we had to
dig in. Colonel Buckley had us on alert. One
night I was on duty and got a call over the
field phone that someone was heading our
way. He was in camouflage and had a modern rifle. Our rifles were cocked, we told him
to halt and put up his hands. They were just
testing us, but you had no way of knowing.
Not long after that, they killed a bunch of
Nigerian soldiers.
Once back in Ireland, I got the itch to go
back. This time I was a Corporal and a section commander with C Company, and it was
a lot different than my first trip. I wasn’t stuck
behind a barbed wire fence and we moved
around as there was a lot happening. We
were based in Élisabethville and Kolwezi – a
beautiful place. The time flew because we
were always on the move. Spud Murphy, ‘35
Murphy, O’Brien, Howard, Sergeant Gildy
Coleman, Lieutenant ‘Bruiser’ Pat Malloy,
Corporal O’Connor and myself.
One time we were moving up towards
Simba Hill, always under fire. It turned out the
road was mined on both sides with barrels of
dynamite. Thankfully, the wires had been hit
and cut. We moved up then still under fire taking cover behind ant hills, up into Kipushi all
the time pushing the gendarmeries and the
mercenaries out. One night we dropped down
on this cemetery. The place was swarming
with rats as big as cats from eating the dead
bodies. One lad was bitten and got very sick.
You didn’t think of any of this at the time, you
just got on with it.■
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Lt Steven Ryan
‘I did my degree
in Mechanical
Engineering
before joining
the Defence
Forces and after
spending time in
the infantry (6 Inf
Bn), I decided to
put my degree to
use by joining
the Engineer
Corps. The YOs
course was very
challenging and
very diverse. We
were constantly
doing different
modules from
bridging to demolitions, from search to basic
construction technology and then onto fire
fighting. We then got to put the theory into practice. For example, we build a camp from scratch.
This is very important because as engineers, we
are the ones responsible for setting up new
camps, when deploying overseas, like our recent
mission in Chad. I also enjoyed the search module, which is another important role the engineers play. It is still a prevalent task that we
need to maintain and we can be called on to perform at anytime. It certainly is a different way of
life than what you expect when studying your
degree. But for anyone with an engineer qualification and wants diversity and a challenge,
definitely put your name down.’

Lt Ronan Kavanagh
‘I have a degree
in Mechanical
Engineering and I
have served with
2 Field Artillery
Regiment. I
always had an
interest in engineering and when
I finished my
studies in USAC
in Galway, I
applied for the
Engineer Corps.
This is not my
first YOs, as I did
the five-month
Artillery YOs in
2004. This is a
great course. It is so diverse and they have so
many areas of expertise. One of the best
aspects was the explosives demolitions module. Putting bridge demolition into practice was
fun it has to be said. We had excellent instructors and the Corps has wealth of experience in
men like Sergeant Stephen Coffey. Compared
to my Artillery YOs, this course was actually a
lot more intense. There was more Battle PT
involved and you had to study and do course
work in the evenings and at weekends. I am
really happy I made the right choice to join the
Engineer Corps. Every day is something
completely different.’

20
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had to ask myself why I had sugar, soap
flakes, petrol and a detonation cord in my
hand. It was cold and wet day (last
December) in the Glen of Imaal and making
a petrol bomb with Sgt Stephen Coffey (Instr
Engr Sch) for a battle simulation was not my
idea of keeping warm!
The Defence Forces can be deployed
anywhere in the world and it is the job of
the engineers to provide as real as possible battle simulations for the exercising
troops. While Sgt Coffey set the charges,
other instructors were showing the
Engineer Young Officers (YO) Course how
to fell trees to block a road, create a tank
trap and how to cut metal girders. ‘These
are all potential scenarios that these
future engineering officers may face,
either overseas or on exercise at home,’
explained Capt Dave O’Loughlin (Instr
Engr Sch).

I

The combat engineer is
a rare breed – professional, versatile and
creative. Armed with
some of the latest
state-of-the-art equipment, he possesses
both brawn and brains
for the daunting
challenges that the
battlefield, the terrain
and environment can
throw at him.

ENGINEERS YOs PUT THROUGH THE
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He lives by the tenets: mobility, counter
mobility and survivability and for the students on the YOs course, they learnt the
skills of fortification; fording; clearing of
enemy obstacles; mining, search and demolitions.
It is a tough course and for the young
officers, it is a long, demanding ten months.
Never did they think that after studying
engineering in university, that they would
now be taught how to use a Bangalore
Torpedo to clear an enemy obstacle; erect a
Bailey Bridge within 20 minutes in order to
keep the convoy moving or lay a minefield
to prevent an enemy advance.
‘The days of the hard-hat and yellow-vis
jacket are gone,’ said Capt O’Loughlin,
‘Combat Engineers are specialised soldiers that have to be able to deal with a
wide variety of scenarios. The reason the
YOs course is tough and so long is that
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they will have to do an engineering task on the
frontline. That means in the thick of it, whether
they come to a minefield or a river - they have
to know what to do straight away.’
‘It is a very diverse course, but it is also an
enjoyable one,’ explained Cpl Peter Devereux
(Instr). ‘There are not many courses were you
get to construct a bridge and at the same
time, acquire the knowledge to blow it up.
Even if you take the watermanship module,
each students received a certificate allowing
them to operate a RIBs (Rigid Inflatable
Boat), both at day and at night.’

Some jobs, like
fire-fighting or search,
to the untrained eye
don’t seem like jobs
for the engineers.

By Wesley Bourke
Photographs by Armn Billy Galligan

Lt Fergus Twomey
‘I have a degree
in Mechanical
Engineering and I
previously served
with the SSU,
DFTC. I wanted a
technical corps
and my time with
the Transport
Corps was great. I
did their YOs
course and am
qualified up to the
Scania 6x6
trucks, so yes, as
a transport officer
I was the designated driver for
the course. To be
honest I just
wanted new challenges and to
keep up-skilling. I am delighted to have moved
across. The course was very challenging, with
something different every week. Booby-traps
one week, construction the next. The fire fighting for me I found most enjoyable. It was physically and mentally challenging. You were
pushed to the limit in terms of all the kit, the
heat in the hot house and working off a fire
appliance is not something you do everyday in
the Defence Forces.’

COURSES
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Lt James Cahill
‘I have a degree in Mechanical Engineering and I
have served with the 4th Cavalry Squadron. I
graduated from Galway in 2008, went overseas
with 99th Infantry Battalion and then came
straight onto the
YOs course. I also
have my Cav YOs
course completed.
It was a modular
course and when
you add up all the
driving, gunnery
and recce courses
it’s about six
months. Cavalry
was actually my
first choice and I
was delighted to
spend the last few
years with them.
But after a while I
wanted to try
something different and this
opportunity came up. I am delighted I made the
choice to join the Engineer Corps. The course
was tough and it had its highs and lows. The lows
would be ten-months of straight, hard work. The
highs were the different and varied modules. One
I really enjoyed was the boat handling in Cork
and we all qualified with the Irish Sailing
Association on the RIBs (Rigid Inflatable Boats).
We had to plan a route out to Kinsale and come
back in under navigation lights at eleven at night.
There was some overlap with my Cavalry skills.
Engineering recce is developing more and more
and I was able to bring my Cavalry ISTAR skills
and training to the course. Engineers are going
this way as well. We have to be able to classify
bridges, recce minefields and obstacles.’
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As the YO students donned their breathing apparatus before entering ‘Hot House’ (a
purpose-built fire simulation house) in the
Fire Training Centre in Clonmel, Sgt Dan
Whelan (DFTC Fire Chief) outlined, ‘It’s not
all combat-based, as engineers can be
tasked with providing a fire-fighting service,
like we do for the DFTC and surrounding
area, 24/7. The fire officer in each brigade will
be an engineer, so these guys have to be
trained up. It’s another roles they have to be
able to do.’
Search on the other hand looks more like a
job for the Ordnance Corps, when they send
in their EOD teams. However, this is where
engineers and ordnance specialists work
together and combine all their skills. ‘Search
is task all Engineering Field Units provide
24/7,’ Cpl Devereux added. ‘If a device is
found, we have to make sure the surrounding
area is clear of booby traps, command wires
and various other devices that may be
designed to take out the EOD teams. We have
the equipment and more importantly the

training. It can be a slow process and you
have to be alert, looking out for anything that
is out of place.’
So, for anyone out there with an engineering
degree and looking for a career where you get
to use your skills in a totally unique way, why
not check out the Engineer Corps.

It might be tough,
even demanding at
times, but as the
students of the recent
YOs course will tell
you, it is exciting and
not your everyday job.
Wesley Bourke followed the YOs course since
late last year. This course finished up at the
recent Engineers Corps Concentration.■

Lt Thomas Nally
‘I have a degree in Mechanical Engineering and I have served with
12th Infantry Battalion. Before joining the Defence Forces I worked
as a Bio-Medical engineer and I used to make stent catheters.
This was a very interesting job, but I got tired of working in clean
rooms and sterile environments all day long. The YOs course is anything but boring. Everyday you are constantly learning something
different. It is a long course; you can get tired at times. But the
fact that there is such a wide scope of skills to absorb, you
are kept very busy. The Engineer School staff are excellent.
I’ve been involved in running a few courses back in my unit
and to run a ten-month course is as demanding and as
tough on the instructors as it is on us. For anyone coming from the infantry, I wouldn’t let that put you off. All
your skills will be very useful and there are a lot of tactical phases in the course. You need to know what you
are doing. For example, you could be given a task to
recce a bridge. You would have a section of men
under you. So you would have to set up your base
camp, tactically get to and from the enemy location
without being detected and report your findings.’

Lt Kevin O’Reilly
‘I have a degree in Civil Engineering and I am with the Engineer Maintenance Platoon, 2 LSB. So I
am the only one who was actually serving with the engineers and was just waiting for the YOs
course to come up. It was a very enjoyable course. Bridge-building one week, fire-fighting the next.
For me I found the bridge building very enjoyable. This
was very relevant to my degree. Where else do you
actually get to put what you learnt into practice? In
university you study the theory of bridge building,
but for most people that’s the last you’ll ever
hear of it. In the Engineer Corps we build
them and for military purposes, which
makes it even more fun. The course is
predominantly combat-orientated,
but there is a maintenance module as well. So everyone has to
know how to put out tenders,
contract documents that sort
of thing. Anyone out there
with an engineering
degree would be mad not
to apply for the Engineer
Corps. Here you get to
put everything you
learnt in university
into practice and
more.’
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irstly, I wish to say what an honour and privilege it is
for me to be a member of Cabinet as Minister for
Defence. I feel that I have a broad range of experience and perspectives to bring with me to this
Department. Already, in my short time as Minister, I am
impressed by the energy of the Department and the
Defence Forces and I am looking forward to being a
positive influence.
I was deeply saddened by the recent death of the
Lieutenant General Dermot Earley. Since taking over
as Minister for Defence, I encountered time and again
evidence of Dermot’s outstanding leadership and ability. Because of his unique blend of leadership and personal warmth, I know that he was held in the highest
esteem by all who served in the Defence Forces.
As an organisation we have several challenges facing us in the immediate future. By far the most challenging is the economic situation we are now actively
addressing. We need to remember that up to three
years ago Ireland had an income of €56 billion per
annum. It is now in the low €30 billion. That has had an
impact on all areas of life in terms of the state’s capacity to pay. That is a reality and every department is having to deal with it.
The Department of Defence, I think it is fair to say,
probably has been the most successful Department in
addressing the challenges set out by the McCarthy
Report, which is the current benchmark for public
expenditure. I am also struck by the depth of the
reform, modernisation and productivity delivered by
the organisation over the past years. We have to continue to harness that mindset and openness to modernisation as we move forward. We must avoid
descending into an unwarranted level of pessimism. I
am very positive that we are quite capable in this current economic climate of operating a very professional
Department of Defence, Defence Forces, and Civil
Defence and also maintain our involvement with the
Red Cross.
At the same time, we must also analyse how best to
position our Forces in terms of our changing society
and our membership and working relationships with
international organisations such as the European
Union and the United Nations.
During this period resources do have to be managed carefully. I am very happy with the positive and
constructive input from everyone. I am open to what
people have to say and any ideas that they may have. I
am very aware of the operational levels that are
required in order for the Naval Service, Air Corps and
Army to perform the roles assigned to them by
Government. I am aware that the Naval Service at this
moment is very close to critical levels in terms of
crews and vessels. The procurement of new naval service vessels will be difficult to address in the short term,
but it is an area I want to keep a very close eye on. I
was recently at the arrival of the Army’s new LTAVs. I
was very impressed at their performance and the role
they will play in overseas operations will be invaluable.
We should bear in mind that the Government is taking the actions necessary to ensure that this difficult
economic period is as short as possible. This is difficult for everybody, both professionally and at home.
While it is difficult, remember that we will come out of
it. The international assessments indicate that we are
carrying out the right measures.
The Defence Forces has achieved huge national

F

and international respect. On a national basis during
the extended period of bad weather and flooding, the
Defence Forces provided excellent assistance as part
of the effort to alleviate the difficulties around the
country. This interaction between the Defence Forces
and the local community during that period was all very
positive. It set an image of a very professional and
capable force in dealing with unusual and difficult
circumstances.
I don’t know if members of the Defence Forces
realise the extent of the positive publicity that Ireland
has got from our involvement in various overseas missions. I’m not sure if the ordinary soldier realises just
how proud the Irish people are of the military’s involvement in really difficult trouble spots and how it raises
the status of the entire country. I was recently at a
European Council meeting and several of my foreign
ministerial colleagues complimented Ireland for allowing our troops to remain with the EU mission in Bosnia
and Herzegovina. I was very surprised that everyone
knew we were staying until the end of the year. It’s a
relatively small number of personnel, but it shows the
level of respect in which we are held.
I think we are all hugely disappointed with our withdrawal from the MINURCAT mission in Chad and the
Central African Republic. But, as you are aware, there
is a legal requirement which must be satisfied if we
wish to serve overseas. The safety of our troops is also
paramount. They were the two biggest considerations
that I took into account in going to Government recommending that we withdraw our contingent from Chad. I
certainly wasn’t willing to leave our troops in a situation of uncertainty. Because of the uncertainty of the
situation, the imminent onset of the rainy season and
on the basis of the military and police advice available
to me, I brought the matter before Government, who
accepted my recommendation that it was necessary to
withdraw the Irish contingent from MINURCAT.
In speaking to members of the Defence Forces, I am
very well aware of their concerns regarding our participation in future overseas missions. I want to take this
opportunity to reassure them that we will look very
carefully at any invitations that come from the UN for
us to participate in future missions. Alas, I suspect
that we will not be waiting too long, the world being the
way it is.
In the long term, there is the White Paper on
Defence. There is a Government commitment to prepare a new White Paper. I look forward to taking a
proactive role in relation to that, and will encourage
people to bring forward their views. The situation internationally is evolving quite quickly and even postLisbon, there are new challenges facing Ireland and
our Defence Forces. We need to position ourselves for
the future both nationally and internationally to make
certain that our own society benefits.
I also think as an organisation we should all focus
our attention on ensuring that the Defence Forces are
viewed in a positive light. Sometimes we take it for
granted that this will happen by itself. As you all know,
hardly anything happens by accident. It is important
that each of us thinks about what each of us can do to
improve this organisation. Every one of us both, military and civilian, has a role to play in the ongoing modernisation of this organisation. I am looking forward to
working with Chief of Staff Sean McCann and all of
you as Minister for Defence in this time of change.■
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Over the coming months, we will look at some of the practical
aspects of military training and show you how the Defence Forces
prepares soldiers for service, at home and abroad. Though informative, the articles however are not designed to replace the military
instructor, but we hope they will spur on our readers to want to learn
more. Likewise, it might rekindle in former soldiers, memories of how
they were taught. All suggestions for future articles are welcomed.

Cúpla Focal
The Irish language is part of who we are and as members of the Defence Forces, we are all familiar with the
language, as all our commands are in Irish. Equally,
most of us use a few phrases in our every day lives
without even realising it, such as sláinte (cheers) or
slán leat (good by e).
H ere are a few phrases to help you ex pand your
vocabulary. You can use them in your every day life,
either at home or in work . Start off by using a few
greetings in the morning coming in the gate or leav ing
in the evening. When you get more confident, try using
a few greetings when answering the phone.

Irish

English Meaning

Contex t

Dia duit

Hello

Addressing one person. Literally God be with you

Dia daoibh

Hello

Addressing more than one person

Dia is Muire duit (daoibh)

Hello

God and Mary be with you (reply)

Bail ó Dhia ort

The blessing of God on you

Cad é mar a tá tú?

How are you? (Ulster dialect)

Cén chaoi bhfuil tú?

How are you? (Connaught dialect)

Conas atá tú?

How are you? (Munster dialect)

Tá mé go maith

I’m good

Reply

Slán leat

Good Bye

Said to the person leaving

Slán agat

Good Bye

Said to the one remaining

Tóg go Bog é

Take it easy

Maith thú

Well done

Sláinte

Cheers

Sláinte chugat

Good health to you

Saol fada chugat

Long life to you

Go raibh maith agat

Thanks

Gurab amhlaidh duit

The same to you

Tá fáilte romhat

You are welcome

Gabhaim pardún agat

I beg your pardon

Gabh mo leithscéal

Pardon me

Más é do thoil é

If you please

Le do thoil

Please

TACTICAL AIDES
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Here’s a
seanfhocal for you
to really impress
your colleagues.
Níl aon tinteán mar
do thinteán féin
There’s no place
like home
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urrently, I am a G1/G4 (Personnel and
Logistics) Administration Assistant,
based at the Force Headquarters
MONUSCO (formerly MONUC).
At the moment, MONUSCO is the
largest UN mission in the world with some
20,000 people involved in the protection of
civilians; disarmament and demobilisation
of armed groups; security sector reform and
generally supporting the development of
democratic functions in the country. Our
primarily focus is in the east of the country
and the region that borders Rwanda and
Uganda, which were the most effected by
the conflict.
As a staff officer in the G1/G4 section in
the Force Headquarters, my role is to support the troops on the ground logistically
and administratively, as they go about their
mission. My primary responsibilities are for
pay, leave and I also ensure the soldiers
have all the logistical support necessary,
such as fuel; vehicle maintenance; food;
water; resupply of weapons; ammunition;
and equipment.
When part of a larger Irish mission, like
our previous missions in Lebanon, Liberia,
Kosovo and Chad, you have the advantage of
working with people you know well, both professionally and personally. You have a strong
sense of being part of a distinct ‘Irish team’,
though obviously depending on your role, you
may work with other nationalities at certain
times.

C

Capt Colin Miller is one of
three Irish officers currently
serving in the Democratic
Republic of Congo with the UN
and here he outlines his role
in the mission.
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The big difference here in the Congo is
that we’re part of a multinational team from
the word go and you have to immediately
form a professional working relationship with
people you’ve never met before. This does
present challenges, but generally people are
united by a desire to make a difference and
contribute towards the success of the
mission.
When not in the office or on a official
detail, I try to get to the gym most days after
work and I’d generally ‘skype’ home to
Lorraine and the kids every evening. That and
work would take up most of my time from
Monday to Saturday with Sunday normally a
rest day, when I’d get to mass in the morning
and relax around our apartment watching TV
or reading a book.
Being one of only three Irish officers here
out of a force of over 20,000 means we are
totally immersed in the multinational environment. My closest work colleagues are
from Uruguay, Pakistan and Nigeria. It’s a
more diverse experience in terms of culture,
language and work practices than if you’re
part of an Irish battalion.
Obviously we wouldn’t have the same support or sense of Irish community that operating in battalion would offer, so there’s potentially a greater sense of isolation. But that
said, all three of us would have a lot of previous overseas experience, so it’s not a major
issue. Overall the smaller mission provides
an excellent opportunity to gain exposure to,

Above: US film actor and UN Messenger for Peace
George Clooney, meets with Indian UN troops on a
visit to the North Kivu Province, DRC in 2008.
All photos courtesy of: www.unmultimedia.org
Right: Children in the Goma Children Rehabilitation
Centre, DRC in 2007.
Below: A South African Battalion UN armoured car
drives through a village in the North Kivu Province,
DRC in 2009.
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and experience of, the way other military
people operate.
Kinshasa is a large city with an estimated 12 million people living here. Given the
turmoil that the country has gone through,
it’s no surprise that there’s widespread evidence of poverty. That said, recently there
have been signs of development of infrastructure in the city. For example, new
roads, street lighting and public buildings.
There definitely is a lot of wealth in the city
and the country in general. The DRC is
acknowledged to have vast natural
resources that in the past have been
exploited to the benefit of a few powerful
people. If the current and future governments can harness these resources for the
benefit of all, the country has a lot of potential for the future.
I think that the UN, in partnership with
the government is steadily making a positive impression in the country, particularly
in the areas of disarmament and demobilisation of armed elements, and security
sector reform, which are key contributors
to the primary goal of protecting the civilian population. While the Defence Forces
mission here is small, the appointments we
hold are all key to the achievement of the
mission here and I certainly would think
that we make a very positive contribution.
Personally, I feel it’s vital that Ireland continues to contribute to UN missions, like
MONUSCO, whenever it can, in order to

MONUSCO Facts

ensure that we lend our support to the most
disadvantaged and vulnerable in our global
community.
As staff officers in the Force Headquarters,
our professional interactions with the local
population would be limited. However, we live
in the city and interact with the local population when shopping or going to the gym. In
general I find them friendly, particularly if you
make an effort with a few words of French,
which is the main language here.
MONUSCO like most UN missions is completely multinational, particularly here at
headquarters. Some 50 nations contribute to
the mission’s military force and most are represented in the headquarters, which has a
strength of around 200. So while there’s only
three Irish military here, no one nation dominates the mission and everyone is expected
to respect each other and work together to
achieve the mission. The atmosphere is
extremely professional and positive. A good
example of this is when you see Indian and
Pakistani officers working side-by-side,
despite the fact that there have been significant political issues between their two countries in the recent past.
Capt Miller hails from Monasterevin,
Co Kildare and he is married to Lorraine. They
have three children: Robert (10), James (3),
Emily-Jane (1) and number four is due in
October. His previous missions abroad have
included: UNIFIL (Lebanon), KFOR (Kosovo)
and MINURSO (Western Sahara).■

OVERSEAS
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Key Figures
Special Representative of the UNSG
Mr Alan Doss (United Kingdom)
Force Commander Lt Gen Babacar Gaye (Senegal)

On July 1st, the MONUC was renamed the
United Nations Organisation Stabilisation
Mission in the Democratic Republic of the
Congo (MONUSCO) to reflect the new
Contributing Nations - Military (2010)
phase reached in the country. This was in
accordance with Security Council resolution Bangladesh, Belgium, Benin, Bolivia, Bosnia
and Herzegovina, Burkina Faso, Cameroon,
1925 (May 28th 2010).
Canada, China, Czech Republic, Denmark,
MONUC Back ground
Egypt, France, Ghana, Guatemala, India,
Following the signing of the Lusaka
Indonesia, Ireland, Jordan, Kenya, Malawi,
Ceasefire Agreement in 1999 between the
Malaysia, Mali, Mongolia, Morocco,
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC)
Mozambique, Nepal, Niger, Nigeria, Norway,
and five regional states, the Security Council Pakistan, Paraguay, Peru, Poland, Romania,
established the United Nations Organisation Russian Federation, Senegal, Serbia, South
Mission in the Democratic Republic of the
Africa, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sweden, Switzerland,
Congo (MONUC) by UNSC resolution 1279
Tanzania, Tunisia, Ukraine, United Kingdom,
November 30th 1999.
United States, Uruguay, Yemen and Zambia.
Initially, the mission observed the ceasefire and disengagement of forces, and main- Contributing Nations - Police (2010)
tain liaison with all parties to the ceasefire. Bangladesh, Benin, Burkina Faso, Cameroon,
In subsequent UNSC resolutions,
Central African Republic, Chad, Côte d’Ivoire,
MONUC’s mandate was expanded to the
Egypt, France, Guinea, India, Jordan,
supervision of the ceasefire implementation Madagascar, Mali, Niger, Romania, Russian
and to assigned multiple-related additional
Federation, Senegal, Sweden, Togo, Turkey,
tasks.
Ukraine and Yemen.
MONUC FACTS AND FIGURES
S trength

Initial
Troops
5,537
Observers
500
Police
Formed police
units
International civilian staff
Local civilian staff
UN Volunteers

Maximum
(2007)
19,815
760
391

Current
(2010)
18,884
712
1,223
1,050
991
2,749
634

Fatalities
Troops
99
Police
6
Military observers
10
International civilians
99
Local civilians
30
Source: www.un.org
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Aye Aye Captain

Team Fast Air

On June 11th , the students of the Coastal Navigation
course rendezvoused at picturesque Baltimore in West Cork,
armed with sun cream for a week’s sailing off the Southwest
coast of Ireland onboard the 42ft yacht Sun Odyssey.
During their nautical adventure, they visited Gleandore,
Union Hall, Schull, Derrynane, Crookhaven and the islands
of Sherkin, Cape Clear, the Skelligs and Bere Island.
They learnt to navigate, sail trim, helming and to tie a
bowline. By the end of the week, these now competent deckhands, became comfortable in the confines of the Sun
Odyessy each taking turns to cook, clean and
sail the boat.
The value of adventurous training in
developing leadership, teamwork and
personal skills is well recognised
worldwide. It adds an extra dimension, (of a voluntary nature), to the
life of military personnel and
adventurous training provides
challenge; a sense of achievement; excitement; variety;
enjoyment; interest; contact
with nature and the broadening experience of travel. For
more on adventure training,
checkout the Director of
Defence Forces Training
page on the intranet.

After eight months of consistent training with some 200
training skydives and hours in an indoor skydiving
simulator, the Defence Forces parachute team won their
first international competition in June. The five-man team
- Lts Steve O’Sullivan (2 LSB), Dennis Gowran (5 Inf
Bn), Coy Sgt
Graham Nuttall
(6 Inf Bn), Pte
Colin Curran (3
Inf Bn) and cameraman Lt
Ruarigh McDermott
(4 Fd Arty Regt) won
The French Military
Grand Prix (Coupe de
France de Vol Relatif)
in France.
All five are
instructors within
PCM (An Para-Chumann
Míleata - The DF Parachute Team) and are members
of the Defence Forces Parachute Display Team - The
Black Knights. Between them, they have a combined total
of over 6,500 jumps.
They are currently training to compete in the 35th CISM (Conseil
International de Sport Militaire - International Council of Military Sports)
World Military Parachute Championships, which are being held in
Switzerland this July.
They will participate in the four-way competition, which is a highly technical element of freefall skydiving, which requires each parachutists to
carry out a set number of technical moves and connections, during freefall.
They will also participate in accuracy jumping, that again requires each one
to land within a very restricted area, a circle of approx two-meter radius.
As part of their CISM training, it was necessary for the team to gain
some competition experience and the French Military Grand Prix was a
suitable event. The Irish and French military skydiving community are
closely linked, due to previous training and courses conducted. The competition was held in Le Blanc and took place over four days, with each team
completing eight competition jumps.
After round one, there were four teams scoring similarly though by
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round three, the Irish team began to pull away from the rest. The result was
unexpected as it was the first time that a Defence Forces skydiving team
had won at this level in over 30 years of participation at national and
international competitions. They have previously won Irish national
individual/team titles on many occasions.
The future for this team is now looking very bright, with further
competitions planned for this year and 2011. Ultimately, the team hopes to
represent the Defence Forces at the World Military Games in
Brazil and at the World Cup in Germany during 2011.
Although they have received significant support from
the Director of Defence Forces Training, each member of
the team has invested a significant amount of their own time and
money developing their skills to reach this very high level.
Team Fast Air (l-r): Coy Sgt Nuttall, Pte Curran,
Lts McDermott, O’Sullivan and Gowran.

Sgt Kieran Kennedy

DF Golf Championships 2010
This year’s Defence Forces Golf
Championships was hosted by the 2 E Bde
and was held at the prestigious Portmarnock
Hotel and Golf Links. Over 130 military
golfers descended on this seaside 18-hole
course for the two-day event.
The championships is a popular outing
and the highlight for DF golfers, who all
qualified in their respective Brigade championships. After some fine play on day
one, only three shots separating the top
ten players.
Day two saw the wind pick up, which
made club selection very difficult. The conditions and the course both combined to
set up a grandstand playoff with Sgt Kieran
Kennedy (far right) leading from day one.

Pte Richard Finn posting a great score of
one under par, but Sgt Kennedy rose to the
occasion by holding his nerve. He won this
year’s championships, his sixth DF golf
title.
S enior
Winner
Runner up

Sgt Kieran Kennedy
Pte Richard Finn

Junior
Winner
Runner Up

Sgt J Brady
CQMS John Hadnett

S enior Nett
Winner
LS Noel McGee
Runner up
PO John Bates

In accepting his prize, Kieran congratulated this year’s junior winner Sgt J Brady.
Brig Gen Denis Murphy (GOC 2 E Bde)
thanked the green keepers, hotel staff and
the event organisers, in particular, Comdt
George O’Connell and Sgt Jimmy Greggs for
making it a great championships.■
Junior Nett
Winner
D Ryan
Runner up M O’Mahony
Veteran
Winner

CQMS M Duane

Lady
Winner

Comdt E Guine

R etired
Winner

Mr B Gavgan
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This month we feature a number of
products that might just make your life a bit
more comfortable when out on the ground.
Thanks to The Great Outdoors for supplying
all the products for review.

E very adventure contains a certain element of danger. Usually that danger
leads to nothing more than a few missed heartbeats and a surge in adrenaline,
but sometimes things go wrong. Here we look at a few products that might
help get you out of those trick y situations.
Spot Personal Tracker
Price: €195
The Spot is a serious piece
of survival kit. It’s basically a
satellite tracker that alerts
your friends and family of
your exact location, anywhere in the world, using
Google maps. There is also
an SOS button that, when
activated, will alert the
appropriate rescue authorities in your vicinity to launch
a full emergency rescue in practically any
part of the world. The device is built to
last and is simple to use. To use the Spot,
you need to have a Spot account which
costs approx €80 a year. You can then add
your friends and family as contacts, who
will be alerted of your location at the
touch of a button. If you’re planning to
head way off the beaten track and want
some peace of mind that help will come
and find you. Pack a Spot.
Victorinox Rescue Tool
Price: €69.99
Everybody should own a ‘Swiss Army
Knife’. Most boys dream of having a knife
like MacGyver that could basically do
anything. The great man himself would be
proud of the Victorinox Rescue Tool. This
knife that took five years to design and
develop with the help of countless rescue
services. The result is
a perfectly designed
knife that can be
used easily by people
wearing gloves. Each
tool has been subjected to tough tests
to make sure they
function flawlessly.
The window breaker
and saw tools that will take a lot of abuse
are replaceable too. The knife also comes
in a heavy duty nylon sheath and the high
visibility colour is easy to spot in times of
need.

Lifesystems Light & Dry
Pro First Aid Kit
Price: €19.99
It’s always a good idea to carry a first aid
kit with you on your adventures. The Light
& Dry range from
Lifesystems is one of
the best on the market. As the name suggests the kit weighs
next to nothing and
each component is
packed away in a
waterproof bag. This is
a great little piece of
kit that will not take up
much room in your pack, so is therefore
ideal for any adventure sport or travel. Get
one, you won’t regret it.
Craghoppers Bear
Survivor Pants
Price: €79.99
Ok, so pants are not
essential survival gear
but the Craghoppers
Bear Grylls pants
deserve an honourable
mention. These pants
are tough and ready for
anything that mother
nature can throw at
them. The rugged material has been treated
with both sun protection
and mosquito repellent
and will dry superfast. The knee and ankle
reinforcements will withstand plenty of
crawling around and the internal boot protectors around the hem will keep these
pants in great shape after tons of abuse.
Tough pants needs lots pockets, and the
Craghoppers don’t disappoint. You get
eight pockets in total – some with zips;
some without; a phone holder; and cargo
pockets. The fit of the pants are great too,
allowing for perfect freedom of movement
and just look at them… they scream
adventure!

GADGETS
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Lifesystems Survival Bothy
4-6 People
Price: €74.99
A survival bothy
can be the difference between a
safe rescue and
something much
worse. We all have
within us the ultimate tool for survival... body heat.
The key is to keep
that body heat in.
This is where the
Bothy comes in. Get the group
huddled inside, away from the elements and
the heat generated can see you get through
a cold night, storm or survival situation.They
pack up super small too, so you can keep it
on hand to use when the need arises.

July-Aug Competition
This month we have we have two rescue
tools to give away, kindly sponsored by the
Great Outdoors Store. To be in with a
chance to win this excellent piece of kit,
answer the following questions, which all
relate to this month’s magazine.
1. What year did we first send troops to the
Congo?
2. In Def Tech, what company made the
Ford Mk VI Armoured Car?
3. In What I Do, can you name the barracks
where Sgt Maj O’Callaghan is based?
Competition closing date is: August 26th.
Send all entries with your name and
address to:
July-August’s Competition
An Cosantóir
DFHQ
Infirmary Road
Dublin 7
Or by email to: subs@military.ie
May’s Winner
The answers to the May competition:
1. OP Mount Golas
2. Kosovo Force
3. Liaison Monitoring Team
Congratulations to:
Mr Derek Clarke, 10 St Mark’s Terrace,
Drogheda, Co Louth
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NOTICEBOARD
This page is designed to give our readers an easy-to-follow list of important numbers, addresses and websites.
Readers can also submit notices that July-Augustbe of interest to others. Please keep notices to the point,
include your contact details and send by email to: magazine@military.ie or by post to:
Editor An Cosantóir, DFHQ, Infirmary Road, Dublin 7, Ireland.
■ Important Contacts
■ Family Income Supplement ■ Retirement Ideas
PDFORRA have issued an information
Looking for something different as a gift
Staffcare1800 409 388
circular pertaining to the Family Income
for a retiring colleague. Replica wooden
www.alone.ie 01 6791032
Supplement and how members of the
weapons made to order, mounted on a
www.samaritans.org 1850 609 090
Defence Forces maybe eligible to claim.
display board. For more, checkout:
www.citizeninformation.ie
For more details, checkout: pdforra.ie or
http://bombburst.yolasite.com or email;
www.teenline.ie 1800 833 634
welfare.ie
bombburstguns@gmail.com
www.aware.ie 1890 303 302
DF Benevolent Fund 01 8046185
Australia Calling
■ An Cosantóír 10k
www.cafnbo.com 01 6711841
Paddy Flanagan served in the Congo as a
Taking place on Wednesday October 6th
www.caoga-defenceforces.com 01 8042785
fitter with the 32 Inf Bn ONUC. Now living
in the Phoenix Park, Dublin. Keep an eye
www.ansaccu.ie 01 8554489
in Australia, Paddy is keen to get in conon your electronic notice boards for
www.mabs.ie 1890 283438
tact with his former colleagues from HQ
details.
www.odf.ie 01 6633222
Company. Paddy can by reached at: pjfpaddy@bigpond.com or by post via An
www.oneconnect.ie 01 4850600
Cosantóir, DFHQ, Infirmary Road,
■ DF Contacts
www.inuva.com 01 6791262
Dublin 7.
Defence Forces HQ
RACO www.raco.ie 01 8042517
DFHQ/DOD 01 8042000
PDFORRA www.pdforra.ie 1800 200 250
www.military.ie or www.defence.ie
■ ANSAC Credit Union
RDFRA www.rdfra.ie 045-445204
Finance Branch DoD 091 743700
June Draw
1st Prize €10,000 Charlie O’Regan, Co
■ Defence Forces Triathlon
2 Eastern Brigade
Kildare
This race open to beginners and relay
Cathal Brugha Bks 01 8046000
2nd
Prize
€5,000
Bernard
Bridgeman,
teams will take place on August 13th at
Aiken Bks 042 9332295
Dublin 22
Lilliput, Mullingar. It involves a 750m swim,
Gormanston Camp 01 8412102
3rd
Prize
€2,500
John
Nash,
Co
Cork
a 20k cycle and a 5k run. Entry fee is €10 for
Kilbride Camp 01 4582169
4th Prize €1,500 Gerrard Egan, Dublin 12
individuals (€15 for relay teams) and all
McKee Bks 01 8046000
competitors will receive a t-shirt. For more
Military Archives 01 8046457
€500 Winners
details contact Lt Laura Keane (2 Cav
St Bricin’s Hospital 01 8042000
Philip Brennan, Co Cork
Sqn) at: laura.keane@defenceforces.ie
Thomas Troy, Co Kildare
Rory Timoney, Derry
1 Southern Brigade
■ Westaro Mini Marathon
Michael Mc Kenzie, Co Carlow
Ballymullen Bks 066 7121871
This event is taking place on July 27th
Collins Bks 021 4514000
€100 Winners
and for anyone interested in taking part
Kickham Bks 054 21222
Derek Carlin, Galway
should contact Brendan Conwell at: 087
Kilworth Camp 025 24011
John
Kelly,
Co
Offaly
2941227 or at: www.runireland.com
McCann Bks 0504 31503
John Reidy, Co Kildare
Sarsfield Bks 061 314233
Eoin Stanley, Co Louth
■ Oxfam Overland Trail
Stephens Bks 056 21174
Peter Gaffey, Co Westmeath
Trekker
Joseph Brady, Co Cavan
4 Western Brigade
On September 4th- and 5th, Oxfam
James G Perkins, Co Kildare
Custume Bks 09064 21000
Ireland is looking for participants to take
Anthony O’Brien, Co Cork
Carna Camp 09064 89133
part in its two-day endurance challenge.
Andrew O’Neill, Co Kildare
Castlebar Bks 094 21275
For more details, log on: www. oxfamireEmma Kells, Co Louth
Columb Bks 044 48391
land.org/trailtrekker
Edward Lynch, Dublin
Finner Camp 072 41488
Thomas Twomey, Co Cork
USAC 091 751001
■ Walk, Trek or Climb in aid
Robert Forrester, Dublin 15
of The Irish Red Cross
Patrick Mc Donnell, Mayo
Defence Forces Training Centre
Sign up for the Red Cross 2010 chalCarlene Deehan, Waterford
Curragh Camp 045 445000
lenges and Climb Kilimanjaro, Walk the
Coolmoney Camp 045 404626
The next draw will take place on July 29th
Great Wall of China or Trek Machu
Range Service 045 404653
Picchu. Raise funds and have the experiWaterford Bks 051 374425
ence of a lifetime. To find out more inforWexford Bks 053 22573
■ Childaid Everest Base
mation on these challenges, log onto:
www.redcross.ie
Camp Trek
Air Corps
Childaid are looking for walkers interestCasement Aerodrome 01 4037689
ed in taking part in their Everest Base
■ Medal Mounting
Camp Trek this October/November. For
VOC Medal Mounting Service.
Naval Service
more on this fundraising walk, checkout:
Competitive prices. Contact Vinny at:
Naval Base 021 4864700■
www.childaid.ie
01-8475617
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This month we look at a series of books on the
Congo and thanks to the staff of the Defence
Forces Library for providing the reviews.
Heroes of Jadotville
The Soldiers’ Story
Author: Rose Doyle with Leo Quinlan
Publisher: New Island
They believed
in their army.
They believed
in the United
Nations, until
they got to
Africa. In
1961, during
the United
Nations
intervention
in the
Katangan
conflict in the Congo, a company of Irish peacekeeping troops
was forced to surrender to soldiers
loyal to Katanga’s prime minister,
Mosie Tshombe. Originally dispatched to protect Belgian colonists
in Jadotville, they were isolated, without water, supplies or support, when
they were attacked and forced to
defend themselves in a brutal and
bloody five-day battle. Shamefully
neglected by their superiors, they
were portrayed as cowards upon their
return home.
In Heroes of Jadotville, Rose
Doyle uses interviews, reports, journals and letters to bring answers and
clarity to an episode long ignored.
She blows the lid on the real story of
what happened in Africa, exposing
how Irish peacekeeping soldiers
became pawns in an international
affair for control of Katanga and its
vast mineral wealth. Doyle seeks to
grant these soldiers the recognition
their bravery deserves. This is their
story.

The Congo
From Leopold to Kablia
– A People’s History
Author: Georges Nzongola-Ntalaja
Publisher: Zed Books
The people of the Congo have
suffered cruelly throughout the 20th
century from a particularly brutal
experience of colonial rule and, following independence in 1960, external
interference by the superpowers; a
generation-long spoliation at the
hands of Mobutu, a dictator installed

by the West in
1965; and
periodic
warfare
which even
now continues fitfully in
the east of
the country.
But, as
this insightful political
history of
the Congolese democratic movement in the 20th century decisively
makes clear, the Congolese people
have responded by trying both to
establish democratic institutions at
home and to free themselves from
exploitation from abroad. Indeed,
these cannot be separated one from
the other.
This book is essential reading for
understanding what is happening in
the Congo and the Great Lakes
region. It will also stand as a milestone in how to write the modern
political history of Africa.

The Congo 1960

soldiers volunteered, out of which 689
men were selected to form the 32nd
Infantry Battalion. This was the first
battalion of Irish soldiers to serve
outside of Ireland since the foundation of the state. Within weeks, they
were joined by the 711-strong 33rd
Infantry Battalion.
The vast majority of these men
had never set foot outside Ireland
before. To many, Central Africa might
have been on a different planet so
remote it was from 1960s Ireland, not
alone in terms of distance but in its
history, culture, climate and topography. This was a high-risk assignment,
as dangers lurked on all sides amid
the chaos. But the Irish relished the
challenge and in the circumstances,
performed remarkably well. The mission launched the country onto the
world stage, portraying it in the best
possible light. It can be seen as an
important turning point in the history
of modern Ireland.
The author Archie Raeside, then
an airman from Baldonnel, became
the first member of the Air Corps to
serve in the Congo. He was the
Army’s official photographer with the
32nd and 33rd Battalions and he also
kept a daily diary during his time
there. This book is based, therefore,
on a unique personal record, through
narrative and photographs. It chronicles the author’s own experiences
and also the professionalism,
resourcefulness and sheer courage of
those who served on that historic
mission

The First Irish United
Nations Peacekeepers
Author:
Archie
Raeside
Publisher:
Arderin
Publishing
Company
On the July
1st 1960,
following
nationalist
riots
against
Belgian
rule, the Independent Republic of the
Congo was declared. Within a few
days anarchy prevailed as the mineral-rich province of Katanga threatened to cede from the mother nation.
The Prime Minister, Patrice Lumumba
appealed to the UN for help.
Secretary General, Dag
Hammarskjold was authorised by the
Security Council to recruit a military
force to restore order and keep the
country intact.
Ireland was asked to contribute to
this force and in July 1960, the first
Irish peacekeeping force assembled
at the Curragh Camp. Some 3,000

The Fighting Irish
in the Congo
Author: Raymond Smith
Publisher: Little & McClean
Here is the
exciting
story of the
deeds of
courage
and daring
of the Irish
troops
fighting
under the
blue flag
of the
United
Nations
in the
Congo.
It retells the gripping account of
three Irish officers who faced execution; General McKeown’s escape
from death in an ambush; the
unforgettable story of Niemba and a
searching analysis of Dr O’Brien’s
role in the controversial UN action
of September 13th 1961.■
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Major
al Sergeant
t
n
e
m
i
g
e
R
:
k
Ran
’Callaghan
Name: Noel O
NCO
Job: Senior
eld Artillery
Unit: 4th Fi
Regiment

PDF artillery regiment is made up of a 105mm light gun howitzer battery, a 120mm heavy mortar battery and a HQ battery.
As Regimental Sergeant Major (RSM), I have to work closely
alongside the Commanding Officer (CO). I have two roles - in
barracks and on deployment. In barracks my job is to oversee all
duties; operations; dress; deportment; barrack maintenance and
ensure that the unit training plan, as set out by the CO is being
implemented by the batteries.
Here in Columb Barracks, we also have the 54 Reserve Field
Artillery Regiment. I encourage their RSM, that in my absence
when he is in barracks, at night and at weekends, that he is the
barrack Sergeant Major.
On the ground, there is no definitive role for the RSM. I accompany the CO and I effectively act as a trouble-shooter. It is the job
of the Battery Sergeants to guide the guns into their firing positions. My job is to monitor unit morale and make sure the batteries are operating efficiently and effectively.
As RSM, you also have to mentor the unit’s young NCOs and
officers. They can come off the NCOs or Cadet Course very
enthusiastic and full of ideas. Sometimes they just need a little
guidance in the right direction. They say young officers get their
guidance from the adjutant and get their manners from the
Sergeant Major. When we get new officers in, I attended their
commissioning ceremony and I introduce myself, welcoming them
into the artillery and I present them with their first lanyard and
unit flash. I always tell them my door is open, as a good working
relationship is important. We don’t always agree mind you, though

A

if issues arise, they need to be dealt with properly before they
become real problems. Young officers have to be comfortable
enough to pick up a phone and call me and say, ‘Sergeant Major,
there’s a problem, can you give me advice’.
Another aspect of my job is reporting to the senior military
authorities. I am just back from an Military ‘Training the Trainers’
Conference in the Netherlands. It was geared at Sergeant Major
level and some 40 nations were represented. We all shared ideas
and experiences and we looked at common training techniques,
methods of instruction and
firing of the different
infantry weapons in
service. The issues
that arose were no
different, no matter
where they were from.
Just bigger or smaller
depending on the size
of the army involved. I
got some great ideas
that I have put in my
report and I would view
these conferences very
important in helping us
develop as a modern
Defence
Forces.■

a life less ordinary
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